
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 23rd April 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had another great week with the children working well and continuing to make good 
progress. 
 
The pupils in Discoverers are contributing to the English Heritage initiative which helps to tell the story 
of Carisbrooke Castle through different periods in history. 
 
They are producing an amazing portrait with accompanying roses of George Carey who was queen 
Elizabeth I's cousin and built the mansion at Carisbrooke Castle to provide himself with grander 
accommodation, befitting his status as Captain of the Isle of Wight! 
 
The image is carefully covered with appropriate material to suit the time period and then the ‘Tudor’ 
roses have been stitched using wool rather than cotton. It looks pretty amazing and will do the school 
proud when displayed in the castle. Thank you Mrs Maloney and Discoverers for your contributions. 
 
In English, the class have started a new book, The Boys at the Back of the Class.  
It is written by Onyali Rauf and is inspired by a Syrian mother and baby whom she encountered in a 
Calais refugee camp. It portrays the refugee crisis through the eyes of a child and tackles themes 
such as bullying, racism and friendship which are also covered in PHSE lessons. 
 

Google informs me that the book was a Sunday Times Bestseller, winner of the 2019 Blue Peter 
Book Award for Best Story and the overall winner of the 2019 Waterstones Children's Book Prize. 
 
Reading in general is a real focus at the moment. 
Children continue to use the library bus to exchange books on a regular basis, complete a weekly 
comprehension exercise, which Mrs Maloney tries to link to current work such as the Tudors or PSHE 
topics, as well as very regular group reading sessions. Some children are targeted for additional 
reading receiving 3 additional sessions per week. Naturally all the children whether Discoverers or not 
have the opportunity to read at different times throughout the week. 
 
Working with the Discoverers groups was as enjoyable as ever. Lenny, William and Jarryd were on 
good form developing a great plan for their paragraph next week and Sophia showed excellent 
mental and subtraction skills in the math’s group. (the whole group impressively calculated 800–176). 
 
In Adventurers the Dinosaur 3D models are amazing. They even have teeth and eyes! 
The class text ‘The girl and the Dinosaur’ by Holly Hughes is certainly inspiring the children. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Peter_Book_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Peter_Book_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waterstones_Children%27s_Book_Prize


 

 

The blurb reads: 
‘In a town by the seaside, Marianne is often seen foraging on the beach. But she isn't playing with 
children her own age. Instead Marianne is alone, and digging for dinosaur bones to build a special 
sort of companion. Then, one night, she goes to sleep wishing with all her heart that her dinosaur 
might come to life . . . 
 
You can’t fail to agree that this information should be enough to interest any Key Stage One child. 
Surely everyone loves a dinosaur story! 
 
The book has inspired the children to ‘see’ a range of different images 
 
I can see people riding a stegosarus and tall trees George SH 
I can see an apatasaurus and children playing - Georgie 
I saw a spiky dinosaur and a bubbling volcano – Cai Wyn 
 
I am also impressed to see the class have been learning the commutative law in maths with 
examples such as 5 x 3 =15, 3 x 5 =15, 15 ÷ 5 = 3 and 15 ÷ 3 = 5 
 
I must also say how impressed I was with my math’s group on Wednesday. Well done Thomas, Alba, 
Hannah, Sammy, Mari-Grace and Bella. I will look forward to working with you in the future 
 
In Pioneers, the diary entries are continuing to develop and the children are consolidating and 
extending their division and multiplication skills. 
 
On Thursday they completed their ICT/Creative day. Activities included exploring Morse code, 
semaphore and Caesar code using art, computing and demonstrations. 
 
On Tuesday Year 5 attended their first sailing session at Seaview. 
Thanks to Mrs Jenvey for accompanying the children and parents who helped with transportation. 
She was impressed that many of the children were straight into their boats under the expert tutelage 
from John and his colleagues. I understand Roo, Sarah and Laura are planning to be the natural 
successors to the likes of Dame Ellen MacArthur and Laura Dekker. 
This is an amazing opportunity and we are delighted and truly grateful that Seaview Sailing Academy 
have continued to offer their support for three consecutive years. 
 
Meanwhile in Explorers the children continue to develop their learning through a combination of play 
and supported work. This week has seen an interest in potions. I noticed Mrs Allman has collected a 
number of different liquids, glitter and objects for the children to experiment with. Mrs Rees, our 
science leader will be delighted to hear that the children are already on the way to become budding 
scientists. 
On the web site we (Mrs Allman) will be adding some excellent photographs to the home page to our 
web site which represent the excellent provision provided to our Explorer’s class.  
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Explorers 
 
Whilst reading a story last Friday one member of Explorers noticed some test tubes in the book and 
expressed an interest. When suggested this is something we could use next week they were all very 
excited. So this week we have looked at capacity through making witches potions in different sized 
test tubes and beakers. We have looked at what is full, half full and empty, whilst encouraging lots of 
mathematical language along the way. Explorers used a variety of scoops, pipettes and syringes 
which are all great tools for developing fine motor skills. The children carefully counted out each 
scoop to see how many each container took to make it either full or half full. They also had to follow a 
written potion carefully adding the ingredients of 2 squirts of newt slime (blue water), 1 scoop of 
maggots (rice) and a pinch of dragons breath (red glitter) then to mix and measure. They all had great 
fun with this task and thoroughly enjoyed exploring capacity and creating their own potions too. After 
this task the children then used the potions and syringes to squirt different numbers that were called, 
which were written on our outside writing frame. Our number of the week is 17 which the children 
have investigated using a variety of games and resources. One task they really enjoyed was working 
out how to make seventeen with their fingers, realising they would need more than one person to do 
this. 
We celebrated world earth day by discussing why it’s so important to look after our planet. We looked 
at our immediate environment to appreciate its beauty, in particular a beautiful blossom tree in our 
playing field. We explored the different textures of the tree and how it changes through the seasons. 
The children then created beautiful blossom trees of their own using crayons and tissue paper and 
paint. 
In phonics this week Explorers enjoyed one of their phonics sessions in the hall. Using large pieces of 
paper to write on and sorting objects and words, matching them to the correct sound. We have seen 
lots more independent writing this week, with more shopping lists being written for the bakery. Post it 
notes have been very popular choice of mark making and writing this week too. 
Another topic of interest has been colour mixing and have explored this with with paint and coloured 
plastics. We also read the story of the Smeds  and the Smoos, after reading this we discussed our 
own hobbies and interests and spoke about how these make who we are. We also discussed how it’s 
great that people have different ones to our own. The children enjoyed sketching their own characters 
and creating their own mini books.  
                  
Adventurers 
 
Another great week in Adventurers class! The children have been very busy learning alongside 
enjoying their playtimes in the sunshine. 
In Maths the children have focused on multiplication. In Year 1 they used arrays and  counters to 
solve questions. We talked about multiplication being repeated addition and used skip counting on 
number lines. They focused on their 2 and 10 times but some children actually went onto their 3 x 
table too.  Year 2 children looked at the relationship between multiplication and division. We used 
arrays to explore this relationship and most children were able to complete mastery activities by the 
end of the week - well done! Year 2 are also very keen to use times tables rock stars and have their 
log in instructions in the front of their reading books. Please reinforce their times table work at home 
by using this site.  
A great week in English, the children have been investigating the difference between nouns, verbs 
and adjectives. We have also created a plan for our final piece of descriptive writing. I will look 
forward to sharing the final pieces next week.  



 

 

Papier-mâché dinosaurs are now strung around the 
classroom and they look amazing! The children enjoyed 
painting their dinosaurs and attaching eyes, teeth and smiles 
to the faces. Thank you to Mrs Yardley for attaching all the 
dinosaur heads, legs and tails with the hot glue gun...a few 
burnt fingers later then dinosaurs were up!  
 

 
 
In Science we have sketched and labelled plants and flowers. Many of the children have told me that 
their sunflowers are growing at home, I look forward to seeing pictures in a week or two.  
Thank you to all the parents and carers that have continued to read daily with their children, this 
makes such a difference to their reading progress.  
 
Discoverers 
 

Hello from the Discoverers Class. This week in Literacy we have been 
continuing with our class book.The Boy at the Back of the Class. It 
has been a great week of literacy tasks, as this book is an extremely 
rich book in terms of themes and discussion topics. On Monday we 
were thinking about and discussing what makes a caring school; a 
school where children feel able to talk to adults and a school where 
all children respect each other. Tuesday we thought about the 
differences between truth and rumour,  fact and fiction.  Focusing on 
the power of propaganda posters to spread messages during World 
War II, compared to the Hands, Face, Space posters of our more 
recent times. The children were asked to consider the dangers of 
spreading false, inaccurate rumours and how a comment can 
become a rumour. Next we were trying to understand the meaning of 

what a refugee is and how difficult it would be to have to leave our home if we were in a war torn 
country. On Thursday after watching an excellent short video about a 92 year old survivor from World 
War II and a 12 year old child from Syria all the children were able to understand how these experiences 
were closely mirrored. What followed this was some excellent diary writing involving the children 
becoming the narrator from the book. 
Guided reading this week mainly focused on the retrieval of words from our text The Boy at the Back 
of the Class.and there was also a big focus on understanding their meaning by using dictionary skills. 
 



 

 

  
 

In Maths we have been working through our times tables and using factor pairs. Please keep 
encouraging your children to practise their times tables. We have had 12 children this week 
successfully defeat Batman (or another superhero) in our Batman Times Tables Challenge. 
Healthy eating discussions in our Science lessons illustrates a really good understanding of the  main 
food groups and how to design a balanced meal. In History this week we looked at what happened to 
the Six Wives of Henry VIII and began to understand why he had so many wives. 

Divorced , Beheaded, Survived, Divorced , Beheaded, Survived. 

 
We continue to make our pennant for Carisbrooke Castle and because of the wonderful weather we 
have been able to sew “al fresco!” 

 

 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pioneers 
 
It has been a really exciting week in Pioneers! On Thursday, we had an ICT day, which the children 
really like to do. We looked at different types of communication and secret codes - morse code, 
semaphore and caesar cipher. The children painted their own flags for semaphore and used torches 
to transfer messages to each other using morse code. They also had to crack a secret code using a 
caesar cipher model! It was challenging but they persevered and it was really nice to see the 
progress that they had made by the end of the day.  
 
In English, we have been planning and writing our contrasting diaries on the funny animated short 
video that we have been watching about the man and the camel. The children finished division and 
moved on to multiplication in Maths, with many mastering the difficult method of long division! They 
were really proud of themselves and did so well.  
 

For Science, we had the last of our puberty lessons, where the Year 5 and 6 children were split up. 
For Art, we started to make our pyramids, using cardboard and a glue gun to connect the sides 



 

 

together. The children will be painting them next week. We learnt about the Hajj rituals in the Islamic 
Religion in R.E. and the whole class had a lot of fun playing relay during our P.E. lesson on Friday. 
 
I have been so happy with all of the children this week. Keep up the good work guys.  
 
Well done Sarah for being able to include: relative pronouns, relative clauses, expanded noun 
phrases and possessive apostrophes in her contrasting diaries.  
 
Well done Shannon for being able to sequence number patterns in Maths. 
 
Well done Jasmine for being able to persevere and solve long division problems. 
 
Well done Harry L for writing an excellent diary entry and for using humour to make it more enjoyable 
for the reader.  
 
 

Attendance week from: 12/04/2021 to 16/04/2021 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 94.5% 0 0 4 0 

Adventurers 99.2% 0 0 0 2 

Discoverers 98% 0 0 0 6 

Pioneers 98.6% 1 25 0 3 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 98.2%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Finn Zach 

Adventurers Maria-Grace Luke 

Adventurers Alba Willow 

Discoverers Pippa Ellie 

Discoverers Abi James 

Pioneers Sarah Shannon & Frankie 

Pioneers Harry L Jasmine 



 

 

 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrated their special day this week:  

Daniel age 10 

Shannon  age 10 

Mrs Lacey 

 

 
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 
If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 

teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 
 
 



 

 

 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 3rd May – School Closed Bank Holiday Monday 
Wednesday 5th May – World Maths Day 
Wednesday 12th May – Last day for Sports for Champions sponsor money to be in 
Wednesday 12th May – Wellbeing Day 
Monday 17th May – Sports for Champions athlete visit 
Friday 28th May - School closes for half term 
Monday 7th June - School reopens at 8.45am 
Thursday 24th June – Discoverers Class Space Camp 
Monday 28th June – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th July – Year 6 Transition Days 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’/Whole School picnic & races 
Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break  
 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags as the 
recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total 
raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share


 

 

FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 

  
 

Free, twice weekly rapid response testing for COVID-19 is 
now available for members of households, childcare or 
support bubbles of school staff and pupils. 
  
Schools’ supplies of lateral flow test kits are for school pupils 
and/or school staff only. 
 
Wider households are encouraged to visit the sites listed 
below to collect their test kits, get tested through a workplace 
scheme or book an appointment at a community testing site 
for a supervised asymptomatic test.  
 
They can also order home test kits online if they cannot visit 
a test site for an appointment or collection. 

 
Further information can be found at: https://keeptheislandsafe.org/testingforpeoplewithoutsymptoms/ 

http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff


 

 
 Newport – Newclose Cricket Club, Blackwater Road, Newport, PO30 3BE 

o 7 days a week, 12.30 pm to 4.30 pm 

 Newport – Floor One, County Hall, High Street, Newport, PO30 1UD 

o Monday to Friday 7 am to 11 am and 2 pm to 6 pm 

o Saturday 7 am to 1 pm 
From Monday 26 April this site will close at 5 pm and will be closed on Saturdays. 

 Yarmouth – River Road Car Park, Yarmouth, PO41 0RA 

o Tuesday and Friday, 8.30 am to 4.30 pm 

 Sandown – The Heights Leisure Centre, Broadway, Sandown, PO36 9ET – 

o Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8 am to 12 am and 3 pm to 6 pm 

 Ryde – Quay Road Car Park, Ryde, PO33 2HH 

o Monday and Thursday 8.30 am to 4.30 pm 

 Cowes – Isle of Wight Community Club, Park Rd, Cowes, PO31 7NP 

o Monday, Wednesday and Friday 7 am to 11 am and 2 pm to 6pm 

 
Following the great success of the online workshops last  term, I am pleased to advise you of the 
next  dates for the “90 Minutes to Family Calm”     series of workshops as  one-off’s or as a course 
this term. 
  
As always, the topics focus on managing feelings and emotions and supporting us with our own and 
our children’s self-regulation. 
  
The workshops will be available to join on Tuesdays either 10:00-11:30 am OR 6:00-7:30 evenings: 
  

 Brain Training for Calm                   - 27th April (how our brains work and how they affect our 
ability to achieve calm) 

 Taming the Emotions Monster         -  4th May  (how to avoid & manage meltdowns through 
becoming an emotion coach) 

 Sensible About Our Senses               – 11th May  ( understanding about sensory triggers - & 
how our senses affect our behaviour) 

 Bucket Filling for Self-Esteem         -  18th May ( A fun perspective on how to feel good about 
ourselves & help our children to build self-esteem) 

 Relaxing Kids                                    – 25th May ( Building Confidence & Resilience through 
Relaxation – steps to relaxing for children) 



 

 

  

If you would like to join any of these  90 minute zoom sessions please ensure you book a place 

by e mailing info@thecrossley.co.uk as follows:  

o Tuesday 27th April  morning or evening          -  please e mail  before Monday 

26th April  to book a place & register. 

o Tuesday 4th May  morning or evening            -  please e mail  before Friday 30th April to 

book a place & register. 

o Tuesday 11th May  morning or evening             -  please e mail  before Friday 7th May to 

book a place & register. 

o Tuesday 18th May   morning or evening          -  please e mail  before Friday 14th May to 

book a place & register. 

o Tuesday 25th May morning or evening           - please e mail before Friday 21st May to 

book a place & register 

 Or book once for all four! This course is fully funded through Adult Community Learning. 

 

 

mailto:info@thecrossley.co.uk


 

 

 
Adult Community Learning 

The Adult and Community Learning summer programme is now out, so why not pop over 
to www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses  and check out the extensive range of workshops and courses on 
offer.  Whether its IT, Art or Craft, you’re bound to find something of interest, plus they are offering 
FREE short online courses, covering a wide variety of topics.  Bookings are also being taken for 
Functional Skills courses in English and Maths starting from September, did you know that the Level 
2 is equivalent to a pass grade 4-5 at GCSE and is widely recognised by employers, colleges and 
some universities. So what are you waiting for, you have nothing to lose!  You can also contact us on 
01983 817280 or acl@iow.gov.uk 
  
 

NSPCC 
 

Following the troubling testimonies of sexual harassment and abuse documented on the Everyone’s Invited website, 

we’re here to help. 

 

Our new helpline will support children and young people, and offer guidance to adults and staff working with pupils, 

so please share the contact details throughout your school community. 

 

The helpline can be contacted on 0800 136 663, or by emailing help@nspcc.org.uk. 

 
 

 

http://www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses
mailto:acl@iow.gov.uk
https://mail5.informationforschools.co.uk/lt.php?tid=KkhaCwNXD1FSBBoEAwRRSQZVWwxMAVNTARQGVwEBUVBbBAcHA1RKAQcDAARUB1dJVAVXW0xXU1EAFFNUDwUfVFsDVFcBUFQAVFcETlVUV1FTVVAKTAcBU1MUBgQPUB8BWwBVHwBSUlRUUA4GAlFRVg
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk?subject=Helpline%20Enquiry%20


 

 

 


