
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 14th May 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It is great to see that our curriculum plans are beginning to include some excellent provision for the 
children over the next two months which add to the recent Maths Day and Wellbeing Days. 
 
Plans include RNLI workshops, class trips to Carisbrooke Castle and Dinosaur Isle, Space Camp, 
Beach School, Sailing, sports day, the key stage 2 performance, family picnic and leavers assembly. 
As a note of caution, it should be noted that all plans are still subject to change, especially the whole 
school events, and will be very much determined by government guidance and the state of the 
pandemic. Whether or not the new Indian variant is a threat to the UK’s reopening plans is something 
we will have to monitor. 
Apparently it is reported that the Welsh government has “paused” plans to allow smaller events to 
reopen, as well as relaxing rules on people meeting, due to the Indian variant. 
 
We have had another excellent week at school with a range of exciting opportunities undertaken by 
the children. On Wednesday Wellbeing Day proved successful with bulb planting, yoga, mindfulness 
games and activities and generally having fun and relaxing all part of the day’s adventures. 
 
Meanwhile on other days, lots of fun was had too of course. 
  
Pioneers welcomed St Johns Ambulance and practised CPR on Annie and Junior. In English they 
complemented their maths work on data by drawing Venn Diagrams that compared the differences 
and similarities between modern and Ancient Egypt. In English they also looked at modality. Miss 
Pearson sends her apologies to parents in case your children start saying they ‘must’ have money for 
a new game or they ‘should’ stay up until 11pm to watch their favourite film! 
 
In Discoverers I can see they have been working on fractions introducing the difference between unit 
and non-unit fractions namely 1/3, 1/5 compared with 2/7 and 7/9. The vocabulary board is looking 
excellent. Mrs Maloney is encouraging them to use verbs such as implore, persuade and urge while 
using emotive language such as petrified, overwhelmed and paralysed. Amazing. 
I watched a great lesson on Tuesday where the children had to prepare a formal speech to the 
Queen (linked to the class text). I’m sure they will have great fun role playing when the speeches are 
completed. 
 
In Adventurers, I noticed that the theme of dinosaurs continues. I loved how they have used the 
bodies of the cardboard dinosaurs to house a clock face that will help them with telling their time in 
maths lessons. Spelling is evident on the working wall in the class with homophones being explored. 
Blue and blew and here and hear are two examples. 



 

 

In addition they have been exploring three challenging trigraphs air, are and ear. A range of examples 
on the working wall include pear, share, flair and repair on display 
 
In Explorers I wandered into their garden on Thursday to find some excited children and teachers 
singing pop, bubble pop (that may not be the title). I soon realised what they were looking forward to 
when Mrs Allman released the bubbles from the soapy water mix and the children went scattering 
after the bubbles. 
The ‘beanstalk’ is impressive too which is based on the giant story from last week. This has allowed 
them numerous opportunities to measures and order with footprints, leaves and numbers attached to 
the tree in different places.  
 
For more detailed teachers comments please see below. 
 
DfE Covid 19 Update:  
 
What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges 
during COVID-19 Attending school and college 

Summer term attendance expectations for schools. 

School attendance continues to be mandatory for all pupils and the usual rules on school attendance 

apply. This includes parents’ duty to ensure their child regularly attends school, and schools’ and 

local authorities’ ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices, for poor attendance. 

Fortunately we have excellent attendance at St Helens which continues to be above National 
expectations, so my three weekly meetings with the educational welfare officer are usually very swift. 
To date we have 9 pupils with 100% attendance since September. It is good to know that I have 
some company…  
Well done to Explorers for two consecutive 100% weeks. 
 
Assessments in primary schools 

Statutory key stage 1 and 2 tests and teacher assessments planned for summer 2021 are cancelled. 

Schools will continue to use assessment during the summer term to: 

 inform teaching 

 give you information about your child’s attainment in their annual report (We will send out our 
report in July this year) 

 support your child’s transition to secondary school if they are in year 6 

 

Mental health and wellbeing 

We have tried to ensure that many of the school practices have continued in the same manner with 
the exception of larger gatherings and therefore I would hope that very few adults or children at St 
Helens have been overly affected by the pandemic. 



 

 

However some children and young people may be experiencing feelings of anxiety, stress or low 
mood as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. I have included a number of links for your attention. 

Support for children and young people 

Get free, confidential support at any time by: 

 texting SHOUT to 85258 

 calling Childline on 0800 1111 

 calling the Mix on 0808 808 4994 

Find help online through: 

 Young Minds - information on coronavirus (COVID-19) and mental health 
 Think Ninja - a free app for 10 to 18 year olds to help build resilience and stay well 
 Every Mind Matters - building resilience and supporting good mental health in young people aged 

10 to 16 
PHE has also launched new e-learning which can help parents and carers to support their children 
and young people in emergency or crisis situations. 
Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond service, provides support to children, young people and their families 
who are not currently seeing a social worker or other agency, and who are struggling to cope with the 
emotional impacts of COVID-19. Use the See, Hear, Respond self-referral webpage or Freephone 
0800 151 7015. 
 
On Monday, as the next phase of the lockdown slowly opens, we welcome our National Beach 
volleyball Olympian, Issa Batrane to St Helens. He will spend a short time with each bubble (in our 
well-ventilated hall) and take them through a quick exercise routine. All children who have collected 
more than £5, will receive a signed postcard photo or a signed poster pending the amount collected 
or even a signed photograph for those who collected £35 or over. We plan to finish with a remote 
assembly to avoid the bubbles mixing.  
 
The purpose of the event is to develop friendships and social engagements whilst improving the 
children’s physical and mental wellbeing. 
 
You will have seen on the crowd funding page on our website that we have received incredible 
donations from local companies who support this excellent cause as well as over £1000 of collections 
from the children and their families. Any money that goes to the school will go to improving our 
environment and upgrading the PE equipment. Two of the contributor’s comments are:  
 
Britten-Norman wish St Helen's Primary school all the best with their fundraiser and success 
with this fantastic initiative. We look forward to hearing about the positive impact it has on our 
local community. 
 
Weaver Bros Ltd Independent Funeral Directors are delighted to support St Helen's Primary 
school with their fundraiser, which will benefit the children and local community greatly. 
Wishing you every success with the workshop and this ongoing initiative. With very best 
wishes, Weaver Bros Ltd Independent Funeral Directors. 
 
 

https://youngminds.org.uk/about-us/reports/coronavirus-impact-on-young-people-with-mental-health-needs/
https://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools/topics/rise-above/overview
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/psychological-first-aid-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/c19
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/user/weaver-bros-ltd-independent-funeral-directors/profile
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/user/weaver-bros-ltd-independent-funeral-directors/profile


 

 

The outside environment is also improving week by week. The bulbs donated by the families were 
planted during Wellbeing Day on Wednesday and I have noticed how the garden is continuing to 
develop. There is an excellent collection of crops growing in the area and greenhouse. The children 
and staff have been planting lots of goodies for my future dinners I’m pleased to see. I notice sweet 
peppers, potatoes, peas, cabbages, strawberries and onions to name a few are beginning to flourish.   
 
The assortment of flowers including the marigolds, gazania, impatiens and alliums will add additional 
colour through the summer term.  
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
Explorers 
This week we have had our well-being day. The children enjoyed lots of feel good activities 
particularly focusing on nature and music. One activity they really enjoyed was learning and 
preforming two new songs accompanied by rain shakers they had made and beautifully decorated. 
The songs were called ‘Calm’ which focused on beathing and ‘Excited Bubbles’ which expressed 
feelings of excitement and involved popping lots of bubbles. 
Explorers have been demonstrating their ever improving writing and have made animal fact sheets to 
add to our zoo role play area. Along with the animal facts, each sheet has been beautifully illustrated 
too. 
In Maths the children enjoyed playing ‘Swiper’, which involved finding the missing numbers that have 
been ‘swiped’ from the number line. They have also been working on number formation and addition 
this week too. 
The Explorers have been applying their IT skills using the computer, mouse and keyboard. They soon 
realised they couldn’t touch the screen to operate it and got the hang of using the mouse and 
keyboard to operate different functions. 
This week’s tricky word was ‘me’ and Explorers created some brilliant sentences using tricky words. 
They also played tricky word bingo and did a tricky word hunt. Mrs Shenton has commented on how 
impressed she has been with Explorers focus and determination during PE which is great to hear, 
especially with sports day on the horizon.                  
 
Adventurers 
In English we enjoyed stepping back in time with CBeebies Andy and the Dinosaurs. The children 
thought about what things they might want to take on a dinosaur adventure. Then they pretended that 
they had travelled back to explore the time of dinosaurs. They used nouns, adjectives and verbs to 
describe what they saw. Next week we will put their imagination and super word choices into a setting 
description. 
In Maths the children have explored shapes, naming and discussing the properties of a range of 2D 
shapes. The children enjoyed making shape dinosaurs and using geo boards to make regular shapes 
with elastic bands.  
In Phonics we talked about different ways you can learn your sounds and spelling such as using 
bubble or spike writing, colour pattern writing, letter pyramids and within pictures. The children tried to 
make up their own writing styles to help them learn their phonics. 
Wellbeing day gave the opportunity for the children to engage in different discussion throughout the 
day such as how to keep our bodies healthy, what is a balanced diet, how to manage our worries and 
what we love about our friends. The children really enjoyed fruit kebabs, creating their own worry 
superheroes and taking part in a PE session outside.   



 

 

We have planted lots of the bulbs along the side of the school field and in Science we have continued 
to learn about what plants need to grow. 
 
 
Discoverers 
This week in the Discoverers class in Literacy we have been learning about the United Nations Charter of 
Children’s Rights. Following on from our great speech writing warm up last week (writing speeches imploring 
everyone to stop using plastic straws), this week we have been planning and writing another speech. This time 
the speech is directly related to our book and we are asking the Queen, persuasively of course, to help Ahmet 
find his parents and for the Queen not to close the borders of the country to refugees.  This may give Ahmet’s 
parents the chance to enter the country and be reunited with Ahmet. 
 
Some facts for the children were  
 

The war in Syria has been raging for 10 years since 2011. 

By the end of 2019, there were nearly 26 million refugees in the world — a record number.  

Half of the world's refugees are children.  

In Syria alone, more than 6.6 million people have fled. Half are children. 

Since 2011, the UK has granted asylum and protection to almost 5,000 
Syrians. 

 The children worked hard on their speeches using the AFOREST acronym to good effect on the intended 
audience (the Queen). 

In Maths our journey following Fractions has continued with decimal fractions; namely tenths and hundredths 
for year 4 and looking at numbers divided into tenths for Year 3. We have used equipment to illustrate how 1 
whole can be split into 100 parts (hundredths) or ten parts (tenths). Both these will appear on the other side of 
a decimal point as they are representative of parts less than 1 whole. 

“A decimal is a number expressed in the scale of tens. Commonly speaking we talk about decimals when 

numbers include a decimal point to represent a whole number plus a fraction of a whole number (tenths, 

hundredths, etc.).  

A decimal point is a point or dot used to separate the whole part of a number from the fractional part of a 

number.” 

https://www.savethechildren.org/us/where-we-work/syria


 

 
Wednesday was Well Being Day organised to coincide with Mental Health Awareness Week. The theme was 
being in Nature and we tried to make as much of the time outside as we could. Thank you for allowing your 
children to bring in blankets and cushions. They were well used.  We were extremely fortunate with the 
weather and a particularly serendipitous moment of the day for me was when two swallows were flying over 
and around as the children lay on the field practising mindfulness and cloud watching.  

 

Activities included as promised,; Cloud Watching; Mindfulness in nature; Tree Bathing; Tree embracing ; 
Animal Yoga , Water Cycle Tai Chi; Strategies to Responding to Stress sponsored by The Beano , 
Gardening;   Sleep Health and Bullet Journals. I hope that the children brought these home to show you. 

In our History lesson this week we were looking at artefacts recovered from the Mary Rose. Some of these 
artefacts are featured on the Mary Rose Museum website in a 3D format and the children spent their lesson 
looking closely at the artefacts and  identifying what features  especially made them Tudor in comparison to 
similar items in  the modern day. The items were the ship’s bell, a wooden tankard, a wooden spoon and bowl. 
Some children also considered which crew members would have used the items.   

Thank you in advance for next Thursday  20th May) afternoon when you are collecting your children from The 
Duver at 2:40pm following their beach clean. 

 

 
 
 
Pioneers 
It has been a really different, fun week in Pioneers Class! On Monday, the Isle of Wight Ambulance 
Service came into school and taught the children CPR. They learnt how to use chest compressions 
and mouth to mouth resuscitation on dummies. They even saw how a heart defibrillator worked! 
Fantastic!  
 
Whilst the Year Five children went sailing, the Year Six children designed their own garden to suit a 
South American theme, which works well with the topic that we did last term (Brazil and the Amazon 
Rainforest). This is because we entered into a competition with every other primary school in Ryde, 
called 'The Garden Project'. A lady came to pick them up on Wednesday and the best ones will be 
displayed at Osborne House. To top it all off, we learnt about mindfulness activities, did some yoga, 



 

 

watched some clouds and listened to Disney songs on Wednesday afternoon, to go alongside our 
Wellbeing day. We finalised our Wellbeing day by playing stuck in the mud. What a week!  
 
In English, the children created a venn diagram to compare the similarities between Modern and 
Ancient Egypt. We had a class discussion about the main themes associated with Ancient Egypt. We 
came up with: the River Nile, cities, Pharaohs, pyramids, mummification, medicine, writing and 
hieroglyphics, Gods, Goddesses and tombs. They then spent a couple of lessons researching 
different facts about these themes, using laptops and nonfiction books to help them. This is in 
preparation for our non-chronological report on Ancient Egypt in the next couple of weeks. On Friday, 
the children learnt about modal verbs and summarised their research in a descriptive paragraph, 
underlining the modal verbs in their writing. Modal verbs indicate degrees of possibility, which is 
especially important when discussing the past because we don't know for sure what happened 
thousands of years ago. In addition, all of the children are now writing with a pen, to help prepare 
them for secondary school. Which they were really excited and happy about.  
 
For Maths, we moved away from line graphs and pie charts and learnt about area and perimeter. The 
children were able to use their reasoning skills to work out the area and perimeter of composite 
shapes, by breaking down the shape. They were able to answer some difficult word problems by the 
end of the week. I was so impressed with how hard all of the children worked. Very well done 
everyone! 
 
For Topic, we researched some facts about the pyramids of Ancient Egypt, including their 
construction and purpose. In PSHE, we discussed the dangers of sun exposure and the ways that we 
can keep safe when going outside on hot, sunny days. We have been learning about athletics in P.E. 
The children did some sprinting, relay, jumping and javelin this week.   
 
Well done to Daniel for listening to feedback and for making progress in English and Maths. 
 
Well done to Ryan for finding the area in composite shapes, by separating the shapes and for 
working hard in every lesson. 
 
Well done to Amy for working independently and for asking for the definitions of words to further her 
understanding.  
 
Well done to Harry P for some excellent research work in English, in preparation for our non-
chronological report.  
 
 
 
 
Sports for Champions  
In view of our athlete visit and fitness circuits taking place on Monday 17th May, children should 
come to school in PE kit please. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Attendance week from: 03/05/21 to 07/05/2021 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 100% 0 0 0 0 

Adventurers 97.5% 0 0 0 5 

Discoverers 97.1% 0 0 2 6 

Pioneers 94.4% 0 0 2 7 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 96.9%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Berry Finnley 

Adventurers Ruby Taylor 

Adventurers Thomas H Alfie 

Discoverers Max Evelyne Vince 

Discoverers Katy Wesley 

Pioneers Ryan Daniel 

Pioneers Harry P Amy 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

George age 11 

Bertu age 8 

Frazer age 5 
 

 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 



 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 17th May – Sports for Champions athlete visit 
Monday 24th May – Class Group Photos 
Friday 28th May - School closes for half term 
Monday 7th June - School reopens at 8.45am 
Thursday 10th June – On line Safety workshops 
Thursday 24th June – Discoverers Class Space Camp 
Monday 28th June – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th July – Year 6 Transition Days 
Thursday 15th July – Sports Day* 
*Friday 16th July – back up Sports Day in case of bad weather on Thursday 
Friday 16th July – School reports out 
Monday 19th July – KS2 Show Dress Rehearsal 1.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 20th July – KS2 Show Afternoon Performance 1.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 20th July -  KS2 Show Evening Performance 5.30-7.00pm 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 11.00-12.00 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’/Whole School picnic & races 12:00-3.00pm 
Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break  
 
 
 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
 
 

Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and  
information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
 

Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 

 

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop


 

 

Godshill Play Park 
 
Godshill Play Park committee has been 
working hard the last few years to bring a 
fully inclusive play park to the island under 
our vision of ‘fun for all’. 
This is a huge project that will bring to the 
island the first ever wheel-chair accessible 
swing as well as a multitude of inclusive 
play equipment for those physically 
challenged and those with sensory 
considerations too. 
We have been working with the National 
Lottery to secure funding of this project 
which is coming in at around £300k and as 
part of our funding request we are required 
to of course raise a percentage of that. 
Covid really did set us back last year but 
now we want to get this play park built and 
we want to get the island children and 
families having an incredible place to go 
regardless of any challenges they may face. 
We want island families to be able to bring 
ALL their children to one play park to be 
able to play together as a family. We no 
longer want to see children sitting on the 
side lines watching their friends or family 
playing knowing that they can’t get involved. 
As part of our fundraising we are launching 
a fresh air initiative for June called 30 in 30 
where we are asking children to complete 

30 miles in 30 days, this can be walking, running, cycling, scooting, hopping, being pushed in a 
wheelchair, whatever mode of transport they wish to use, and to be sponsored for it! 100% of their 
sponsor money will go towards this life enhancing project for the islands children and especially for 
those with additional needs or challenges. 
With the half term involved too, this is a great time to get our kids out in the fresh air, having fun, 
getting exercise AND doing a bit of good on the island too and making a small contribution to this 
amazing project! 
We are inviting ALL island schools to get involved and play their part in bringing these much needed 
and long over facilities to our island. 
I would be extremely grateful if you would share this event with your pupils and your parents so that 
they can have a choice to get involved! 
Please find attached a PDF poster, a PNG visual image, sponsor forms and milage trackers for the 
event. Parents WILL need to register their children so that we can monitor sponsorship and of course 
know who to give their fabulous medal to on submission of their sponsor money! 
The link for registering is on the posters. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 


