
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 21st May 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Despite the inconsistent weather, we have had another exciting week at school with a number of 
additional events adding a different dimension to the curriculum. Attendance continues to exceed 
national expectations. 
 
On Monday, Issa Bartrane, a potential beach volleyball Olympian, supported the children through a 
series of activities. His professionalism and very pleasant persona encouraged the children and some 
staff to fully engage in the activities. Mrs Maloney and Miss Pearson were very dynamic in their 
approach and there is clear evidence below that Mrs Yardley is still an excellent athlete! 
The event helped to raise the profile of the school as well as raising a few pennies to help enhance 
the environment of the school grounds. 
On Friday I will deliver the photographs to the children who managed to raise the required amount of 
sponsorship. 
 
On Tuesday, sailing was the word of the day in Pioneers. Year 5 continued their ten week course at 
Seaview whereas UKSA in Cowes, was the destination for our year 6 cohort. I am delighted that local 
centres are able to provide these excellent opportunities for the children. Thanks to the staff for 
escorting and supervising the pupils and giving up their free time to allow the opportunities. 
 
On Wednesday Mrs Rees and Mrs Maloney attended Primary Engineer training which will culminate 
in some amazing potential science-based opportunities for the children; I know they will look forward 
to the proposed activity. 
 
Adventurers had a picnic with friends (cuddly toys). In the morning the children introduced me to all 
their lovely friends. We had one or two new-borns and others with a few years of experience behind 
them. Some of the children believed some of their picnic-partners were in fact multigenerational that 
had been passed down the family line? Irrespective of age, the children enjoyed bringing their friends 
to school and telling the class all about them. 
As one would expect, dogs, cats, bears and rabbits were plentiful but there were the more unusual 
including the dinosaur, baby Yoda (Grogu) and one that resembled a rock? 
 
On Thursday Discoverers put their environmentalist hats on and went to the Duver to partake in a 
beach clean. The rubbish will be returned to school, examined and collated which in turn will lead to 
some further maths and science learning opportunities. 
 
 



 

 

Meanwhile in class: 
 
Explorers have been learning the ow sound and writing sentences which include the blend. Blow me 
down they definitely know how to include ow as demonstrated in Ria’s example! 
 
‘How is the cow brown?’  
 
Who can think of an ow word that includes three or more repeated letters? For example overpower 
Has two o, e and r. 
The work the children are doing based on the story the Big Emotions Book by Laura Loft is great too.  
Children have drawn pictures recreating the scene and used body percussions to represent the 
sounds, as well as performing music based on a poem Angry Storm Clouds from the same text. 
I know Mrs Allman is especially excited by the book and is looking forward to another instalment. 
 
Adventurer’s seed houses are impressive. 
From a simple question do seeds need soil to grow, these amazing houses have developed as the 
children asked questions? In teaching parlance this would be called a very good hook. 
Will they grow in cotton wool, grass, tissue paper, and even glue or paint?  
The seed houses have been recreated with a bag of soil, glue etc housing the seeds in their growing 
mixture. 
I think I know what prediction will be to some of the questions. 
 
Meanwhile on the same plant theme, the bean plants are in full swing. Well some anyway. I note 
some are just beginning to germinate whereas others are already 20cm high. 
 
The English working wall is developing well with fantastic examples of modelling and children’s work. 
Bella’s example demonstrates the quality of work produced. 
Spelling wise, the children are beginning to investigate patterns with words ending in e and adding 
ing. 
Hike – hiking; explore – exploring and even investigate - investigating 
 
Rule 1: For words that end in a silent (not pronounced) -e, drop the -e and add -ing.  
Rule 2: For one-syllable words that end in consonant-vowel-consonant (except x and w), double the 
last letter and add -ing. 
 

‘When I opened my eyes I was on a boiling hot beach on the 
floor was gleaming stones and sunny sand. There was a 

shimmery sunset. 
I saw a Plesiosaur coming towards me. He was navy blue, he 

had huge shadowy black eyes and I saw he was very smart. He 
smelled like a swamp. There was a cheery looking T-Rex, he 

had fine teeth, he was massive and he had smelly breath.‘ 
 
 
 



 

 

Discoverers have had a fun week. Dawson and Katie told me all about the different activities they 
have been undertaking. 
 
In Maths, Year 3 used the bar method to solve fraction problems whereas Dawson had moved onto 
decimals. 
I’m sure your children will be happy to show you how to calculate 3/5 of 30 using the bar model or 
add 2.37 + 0.4 together. Dawson was keen to share that the 4 was not four units! 
 
I also heard about the multi-tasking movements using a combination of hopping, striding and jumping 
to follow a circuit. 
 
Katie loved the speech writing including writing to the local councilor regarding their beach clean as 
well as completing the collage of Henry VIII. 
 
Katie said “It’s nice to think we are saving the lives of fish’ by cleaning the beach of plastics and 
rubbish’ 
 
In Year 6, I was impressed with the beginning of the non-chronological reports about Egypt. The 
children I worked with were able to use colons, brackets and complex sentences very effectively to 
get their information across. 
 
I liked to see how they have used PSHE lessons to investigate qualities in each other which is further 
developed by some in drama club. 
I know the children enjoyed making their own timelines. 
 
Maths had a good challenge this week. Many children developed their knowledge of angles. One 
group were further challenged with a lesson on using different formula in circles to calculate the 
missing diameter, radius and circumference. 
 
As you can clearly see we have all had a great week full of variety and challenge. 
 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Sports for Champions 
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Explorers 
Explorers are currently working on a musical project called ‘Big Emotions’. The project consists of a 
beautifully illustrated story of a little boy and the different emotions he feels. Each week the children 
will learn a new song linked to an emotion in the book. They perform the song and also complete a 
piece of art or a creative activity, which is linked. As mentioned previously, last week’s song focused 
on excitement. This week’s song focuses on anger, we learnt the  ‘Storm Cloud’ song. The children 
also made their own representations of a storm using different materials. The children really enjoy 
these activities and as teachers we have been really impressed with the project. We look forward to 
the next few weeks learning more songs and watching the children’s fantastic performances. 
 
Explorers have been focusing on creating their own stories. Each child was given a picture of a zoo 
and had to discuss what they would see, hear and smell at the zoo. They then moved on to creating a 
story about a zoo, which is great practice for imaginative writing. We have been working on letter 
formation this week in a variety of different ways. Such as rainbow letters, tracing, chalking and 
writing in books. Our number of the week is 19 and the children have explored different ways to make 
19. They have also enjoyed using Numicon and counting cubes to match to numerals and to add 
with.                  
 
Adventurers 
We have had another fun week in Adventurers. We kick started the week with some Kung Foo 
punctuation! The children enjoyed punching in the full stops and chopping the question marks and 
exclamation marks into place. I was impressed with Maria’s assertive front step into her punching full 
stop...it was very serious! Year 1 wrote dinosaur riddles and ensured their punctuation was in the 
correct place and Year 2 learnt how to write exclamatory sentences about different dinosaurs. On 
Thursday the children looked at time words such after first, next, after, suddenly. They were 
challenged to put a muddled story back together and then add their own sentences to the story. 



 

 

 
In Maths we have explored the properties of 2D shapes (corners, sides, faces and lines of symmetry) 
and 3D shapes (vertices, edges and faces). They had a range of hands on sensory activities such as 
building a 3D shape from sticks and play doh; using magformers and printing a symmetrical pattern 
with colourful paints. I particularly enjoyed seeing the 2D shapes being used with a ruler to create a 
beautiful symmetrical pattern. Here is one by Akay.  
 

 
 
 

We have really enjoyed reading our new text and looking at the amazing 
dinosaur pictures.  So we thought we would create our own dinosaur water 
colours on Tuesday, the children took their time to sketch their own pictures 
using light pencil lines and curves. They looked at the light to dark colours on 
the pictures and tried to add detail through the shades that they applied.  
 
The children have enjoyed seeing their runner beans grown and we are 
planning to send the plants home next week so the children can plant them in 
gardens or with a bigger pot/support. In Science we have put together our own 
experiment about seeds. The children were curious to see if a seed would 
grow without soil. Then they became very creative and asked if the seed would 

grow in different conditions such as in sand, grass, cotton wool, paint etc. So we have put seeds into 
bags containing different material to see which seeds grow.  
 

 
 



 

 

Luckily we didn’t get wet on Wednesday during our teddy bear picnic, the sun even shone down on 
the children and their teddies for a little while. Mr Wake came into our class in the morning and was 
introduced to every child’s teddy bear, he was very pleased to meet them all! The children have been 
working hard at school since lock down so this was a lovely treat.  
 
 
Discoverers 
 

Hello everyone. 
 

This week in Literacy we began a two week learning journey 
based on a picture book called The Journey. This book 
complements our last book The Boy at the back of the Class. 
The children discovered that there was a strong motif of birds 
running through the illustrations in the book; the theme of the 
book is that all people should be free and have freedom to 
move like migrating birds. Miss Gorman has worked with the 
class focusing on figurative language to describe swallows. 
Most children have finished the week with an ode to a swallow. 

 

In Maths this week more decimals have been practised with increasing success, the children 
have been using money to understand the principle of one  whole being split into one hundred 
separate parts and ten equal parts with ten hundredths in each. Year 4 have been adding and 
subtracting decimals. 
 

 
 
 
In Art this week we have progressed well with our giant collage of 
Henry VIII and hopefully next week we will be able to add some 
finishing embellishments ( maybe a bit of sewing too) and put him 
together and admire the overall effect. We may have to add him to 
our ceiling in the classroom as he is quite large!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

One key event in the Discoverers class this 
week was our visit to St Helens Duver to 
carry out our litter pick. This litter pick was 
planned as part of our PSHE work. 
Throughout this summer term the children 
are considering how they have a 
responsibility to the environment around 
them. The problem of plastic pollution in the 
sea also has been a theme considered in 
depth by the class in literacy too. 
On Thursday after lunch we set off (Mrs 
Maloney keeping a close eye on the 
weather). The children behaved impeccably 
walking to the beach, navigating the 

roadworks on Eddington Road, walking over St Helens Common and coping with the drizzle. 
When we arrived at the beach at first glance it looked really clear of litter, but as we began 
examining the shingle we found lots of differing types of plastic. This list is not everything we 
found but we have collected plastic cups; plastic bungees; stirrers; plastic rope; pieces of 
plastic bags ; a lot of plastic fishing line. In fact the fishing line was one of the most common 
pieces of plastic we found. A more unusual piece of plastic found was one half of a cassette 

tape . 
 
 Imagine how many of those must be in the world!  Next week we are going to 
analyse the litter we have collected by weighing it and categorising it and maybe 

dating some of it. In this way the litter pick is a great example of a cross curricular activity 
feeding into maths and science lessons as well as the original  PSHE and literacy. 
                                                          
Thank you for collecting your children from the beach, I appreciate this support, as this made 

the trip much more manageable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pioneers 
It has been another fun week in Pioneers. The children have experienced a range of exciting 
activities. We welcomed athlete Issa Batrane into school on Monday afternoon. The children loved 
learning about different exercises and were very happy to meet him. On Tuesday, the whole class 
went sailing (Year 5 at Seaview and Year 6 at UKSA). It was really nice to see them develop 
confidence out on the water and they all seemed to have a really fun time as well. 
 



 

 

In English, the children have been turning their researched facts from last week into paragraphs. 
They have been using: modal verbs, brackets, colons and complex sentences to add information, 
show a list, indicate possibility and make their writing more interesting for the reader. On Thursday, 
we discussed the impact that Ancient Egypt has had on our modern civilization, for example their 
impact on: engineering, writing, paper and medicine. They were able to make links between our angle 
work in Maths and the pyramids that the Ancient Egyptians built. The children are really enjoying 
learning about Ancient Egypt and it is lovely to see them so engaged and fascinated in lessons.  
 
In Maths, we have been learning how to measure: right, acute, obtuse and reflex angles in a variety 
of shapes. The children were able to identify that there are 180 degrees on a straight line and 360 
degrees in a circle. Year Six children could even estimate and find missing angles on a straight line, 
as well as in triangles and quadrilaterals. In addition, a few of the children practised drawing circles 
with compasses and they were able to work out the: radius, diameter and circumferences of a variety 
of circles as well! Really excellent work everyone.  
 
In Topic, we discussed the definitions of A.D., B.C. and B.C.E and their placements on a timeline in 
accordance with the birth of Jesus Christ. The pupils were able to create their own timelines based on 
this information.  
 
The children reasoned what could happen if there were no rituals in R.E., researched different facts 
and qualities about each other in PSHE and have moved on to learning about rounders in P.E.  
  
Well done Sarah for always doing her best and for being an excellent role model to other children. 
 
Well done Jasmine for being an enthusiastic learner and for asking questions to better her 
understanding. 
 
Well done Georgia-Rose for correctly identifying: right, acute, obtuse and reflex angles. Excellent 
work! 
 
Well done George for using brackets to add information about Ancient Egypt! Excellent work! 
 
 

 
Attendance week from: 10/05/21 to 14/05/2021 

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 97.5% 0 0 0 2 

Adventurers 98.1% 0 0 2 3 

Discoverers 96% 0 0 4 10 

Pioneers 98.5% 0 0 2 1 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 97.3%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 



 

 

follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Frazer Max 

Adventurers Barnaby Maria-Grace 

Adventurers Lylah Alexis 

Discoverers Lottie Eden 

Discoverers Dawson Jack 

Pioneers Georgia-Rose Sarah 

Pioneers George Jasmine 

 
 

 

 

 
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 



 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 24th May – Class Group Photos 
Friday 28th May - School closes for half term 
Monday 7th June - School reopens at 8.45am 
Thursday 10th June – On line Safety workshops 
Thursday 24th June – Discoverers Class Space Camp 
Monday 28th June – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 30th June – Fire Safety visits Yrs 1, 2, 5 & 6 
Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th July – Year 6 Transition Days 
Thursday 15th July – Sports Day* 
*Friday 16th July – back up Sports Day in case of bad weather on Thursday 
Friday 16th July – School reports out 
Monday 19th July – KS2 Show Dress Rehearsal 1.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 20th July – KS2 Show Afternoon Performance 1.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 20th July -  KS2 Show Evening Performance 5.30-7.00pm 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 11.00-12.00 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’/Whole School picnic & races 12:00-3.00pm 



 

 

Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break  
 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop


 

 

    
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 


