
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 28th May 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am delighted to say we have survived another half term with everyone looking forward to a relaxing 
break. It even looks like we may be treated with a few rays of sunshine. 
 
This week we have welcomed back a few more familiar events as well as introduced some new first 
time activities. 
 
Adventurers were invited to an online STEM (Science, Technology, English and Maths session 
entitled Curious Minds.  
 
We also had the class photos, Year 5 continued their sailing adventures and I finally succumbed to 
Mrs McDougall’s persistent requests to take the first tentative steps towards organising a Key Stage 
Two play. 
 
The teachers have been especially busy this week. As well as the normal school day, different 
teachers have attended training for maths, science and art after school with the intention of 
developing ideas to provide new and exciting opportunities for the children in the future. 
 
A number of parents have also arranged times to speak to the teachers to discuss their children’s 
progress. Usually it is my aim to have 100% attendance when the meetings are face to face but on 
this occasion, a number of parents were happy enough with feedback from their children on a day to 
day basis and the information they get from the newsletter and website. 
 
Those of you whom are avid readers of the website would have noted strange goings on when the 
home page was corrupted. Fortunately Mr Hammerton is managing to sort out the many problems 
that occurred with the layout. In terms of the newsletter, if anyone has thoughts on how we might it 
improve it, please let me know.  
 
Attendance slipped considerably last week. I cannot actually remember the last time we fell below 
national expectations. 
Unfortunately the seasonally inclement weather brought with it a few colds and coughs which has 
affected a number of the children. 
 
I’m sure once we return in June, everyone will be back to full health and we can return to our 
expected high levels. 
 



 

 

Meanwhile in class, I am delighted to see that the teachers have been offering their usual melange of 
engaging activities.  
 
Adventurers have been investigating shapes with the maths board showing  properties of  different 
2D shapes including hexagons and pentagons; shape monsters (with a dinosaur theme of course); a 
range of shapes assembled on the peg boards and even examples of symmetry  from some children. 
Investigation has really been the theme in Adventurers. Read below to see the great dinosaur – 
based work the children have been doing this week. 
 

Alexis has also demonstrated a creative side in the garden and has 
grown a giant sunflower plant. It is probably a few weeks away from 
flowering but has already outgrown her. I look forward to seeing the 
full-size plant in the future! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Discoverers have been very artistic this week. Each child was given their own square of Henry VIII to 
decorate using a variety of resources. Coloured card, cloth, felt, tissue paper and beads were some 
of the materials, in addition to paint, the children have used. Once the individual pieces had been 
made they, were joined together to make an overall mosaic. It looks spectacular. 
In my English group Milly-Jay was on particularly good form. 
 
I was impressed with the creative side to Pioneers this week. Mummification of tomatoes was an 
ingenious idea and looked amazing. I know the children loved the experimentation and they were 
keen to ask many questions. The clay Egyptian models are very impressive. Jasmine, George, 
Hadleigh and Amy have all produced different models with a slightly different approach. We obviously 
have some very talented artists in Year 6.  
In my maths group Jasmine and Hadleigh excelled with the work on translating and rotating shapes in 
the four quadrants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Explorers have also been very creative. 
As we know the teachers in our reception class have to be on the ball and adjust their planning to 
meet the needs of the interests of the children or to accompany a sudden change in the topic. 
For example when the weather is windy, the children make windmills and test them out and  after 
reading the Little Red Riding Hood story, the children want to dress up and act it out So of course the 
teachers try to oblige. 
The children have also made their amazing binoculars which is directly linked to Mrs Allman’s 
favourite song – The Emotions Song. 
 

The school hall boards are now showing a great 
selection of the children’s work.  
 

 
 
We have a range of Art, Maths, Science and English 
from each of the classes. In addition there is the 
celebration board which we aim to change each time a 
new event occurs. At this present time, there are 
photographs and information about the wellbeing day, 
sport for champions and the Discoverers pennant 
showing George Carey which is now displayed at 
Carisbrooke Castle. 
 

 



 

 

Sadly we have to say goodbye to Bertu and Akay who are returning to London to be close to their 
family. They have made some good friends and will of course be missed. Good luck boys and all the 
family. 
 
I hope everyone has a wonderful break and we look forward to seeing everyone back on the 7th June. 
 

 
Mr Wake 
 
 
Explorers 
This week Explorers have been looking at the story of Little Red Riding Hood. They started by 
reading the story together. They then had scenes printed on large pieces of paper which they had to 
sequence in the order of the story. They then explored their senses, what would Little Red Riding 
Hood would have seen, smelt, touched etc. Following on from this they went on a senses walk 
around the school and listed what they could see, smell and touch. For their independent writing this 
week they were asked if they could make a shopping list for Little Red Riding Hood, full of things she 
needed to collect for Granny. Later they wrote their own alternate endings to the classic tale. One 
ending was ‘Granny called the cops and the wolf went to jail’. 
In phonics this week we created a new game, which Ria named ‘The Wheel of Words’.  A spinner 
surrounded by sounds we’ve been working on. Once spun the children had to think of and write a 
word that contains that sound. We had some great words and some lovely writing. 
In Maths we have been looking at subtracting. They looked at how many flowers Little Red Riding 
Hood lost on the way to Granny’s and how many she had left at the end of her journey. They also like 
using ‘Dave’ the daisy eating dragon who likes to eat lots of daisies. They had to help work out how 
many daisies he had left after each snack. They then practiced writing the sums with Dave on a 
whiteboard. 
This week’s song was called ‘Binoculars’ and it was all about looking out for different emotions. We 
had some great discussions about what different emotions can look like in people. 
The children also had great fun making their own binoculars, using paint and sponge stamps to 
decorate them.                  
 
Adventurers 

A great week finishing projects including our English learning journey. 
Over the last few weeks we have been reading pages from our English book; 
Dinosaurs and other prehistoric creatures by Matt Seawell. We loved the 
dinosaur facts, pronouncing the very tricky dinosaur names and looking at the 
beautiful pictures. The book has really inspired the children's writing. 
 

For this English learning journey the children have pretended to be 
paleontologists who are going to travel back in time to make discoveries such as 
a raptor claw or a T-rex tooth. We have covered a range of writing skills such as 
using time opener such as first, next, then and writing exclamatory sentences. 

This week they had to plan and write the recount of their time travelling adventure. I was really 
pleased to see the children applying their English skills to the recount. Well done Adventurers! 
 
In ICT the children have continued to work on their dinosaur powerpoints, they are focusing on skills 
such as adding new slides, cutting and pasting pictures and using word art. 
 



 

 

Our runner bean plants have really grown and are ready to go home with the children today. The 
children have loved watering these over the last couple of weeks and I hope they enjoy watching 
them continue to grow at home. Our science experiment is ongoing at school "Do seeds need soil to 
grow?" We will see if anything has happened when we come back to school after the holidays.  
 
In Maths we have been busy looking at measurement this week. On Monday year 1 investigated 
capacity, they estimated how much water different containers could hold (using non standard units 
eg- a cupful) then they used water to assess their estimates. Year 2 children read marked and 
unmarked scales. Then they had to make a potion, following the instructions carefully and adding the 
correct amount in ml of coloured liquid. On Tuesday year 1 measured dinosaur models using non 
standard measurements e.g. cubes. Year 2 children measured dinosaurs in CM and then went 
outside to draw chalk lifesize pictures of dinosaurs in metres. Did you know an Iguanodon was 10 
metres long? The children were amazed by some of the dinosaur sizes. They shared their pictures 
with year 1 during lunchtime. The children also worked hard on mental maths tests on 
Wednesday and Thursday.  
To end the week we had a giggle trying to apply our phonics and spell some of the dinosaur names, 
well done to all the children for having a go!  
Have a lovely half term holiday.  
 
 
Discoverers 
 

This week in literacy the children have been writing book 
reviews for both The Journey by Francesca Sanna  and The 
Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q Rauf. The children 
have really enjoyed the joint reading of a whole book (296 
pages) and the luxury of having in class nearly a copy each. A 
few children have asked to borrow it over the half term break 
and I thought I would take this opportunity to flag up 
these other two books by the same author. 
 

 
 

         
 

Both these books have serious themes but at their very core they prize the importance and power of 
friendship. The central theme of our book was how friendship is a key part of childhood. 



 

 

The children have had many discussions about the many themes that were covered in our book and 
this engagement has been great to share and observe. 
 

 Also in literacy we have been setting ourselves personal targets based on an individual  thorough 
review of our exercise books. We were really able to appreciate the wide range of activities we have 
completed this year and areas in which we would like to improve. 
 

 On Thursday morning in our literacy lesson in the freshly shining sun, 
under beautifully blue skies we trooped out of the classroom, up to the 
top of the school field with our literacy books in hands and read aloud 
our “Odes to the Swallow” we wrote last week.  Our aim was to read 
aloud and if we were lucky we thought that the swallows would like 
what they heard and come to see us again!  At playtime several children 
reported that following this poetry event they saw swallows. (See some 
ode examples from 
the children below) 

 

In Maths we have reviewed our confidence levels in terms of the four operations (and fractions). We 
have also written ourselves a target for the next half term in maths. 
At our beach clean last week we discovered that we collected just over 2 kilograms of various plastics 

and this week we have been sorting, classifying, weighing it and creating a bar graph with the data.  
 

 

The next two events on the horizon are the trip to Carisbrooke Castle on Thursday 17th June and 
Space camp on Thursday 24th June. Please look out for letters and more information on each directly 
after half term. Thank you to all the parents who have offered to lend and put up their tents on the day. 
 

Have a great half term break.   
 

Examples of children’s work. These odes were written independently and the children were 
asked to include figurative language ( even some hyperbole too) 

 

Dear Miss Swallow, 
Good Evening To You, My peaceful, silent beauty. 
 

You majestic magical swallow. 
You saw the simmering,soulful sunset. 
Your flurring,blurring band. 



 

 

You live in a high up wonderland 

graceful as a herd of galloping 

gazelles. 
 

My secret swallows beak touched  
the wet bark of the trees.you can see in the 

dark by the light of the glowing bright moon. 
 

Your poised wings cut through the air as a pebble skims  the 

glistening, glittering,shimmering shining lake. 
My swallow 

is a darting dragonfly, being as elegant and powerful  
as she is. 
She rushes through a blossom tree and  
after that no other lady would smell as sweet.     
 
Elsie Clark 
 

 
My ode to swallows        
 

Good morning swallows, how are you?              
On your wings,   
you could all feel the sun projecting,  
as if it was protecting.  
 

With all of your ears, 
you can hear lovely sounds, 
the predators won't care.  
 

Just take a rest and feel the clouds,  
 they’ll tiggle and wiggle, don't be afraid.    
 

At 8am you felt the sun,  
it was shining and shimmering, 
It's like mars.  
 

Everyones scared, you all drifted away but you will regroup, 
and I'll still love all of you.             
I can see you all from MILLIONS of miles!                   
I love you swallows, stay safe,                  
and don't be afraid.    
 

Dawson  Younie      
 
                                                                                                          
Good morning Mr Swallow. 
 
Beautiful swallow wings whistled as they raced across the thin air. 
 
Singer-like swallows sang like professional opera singers. 



 

 
 

Wonderfully glittering swallow’s eyes replaced the whole sun. 
 
As fast as a boomerang whizzed past people as a glorious sight. 
 
Chubby balloon-like birds fly in formation over shallows to deeps. 
 
Worriedly the fly saw the perspective of being swallowed by a swallow. 
 
Beautifully as soft as my dark blue school jacket. 
 
Swallows are a ray of sunshine. 
 
Swallows are like a bright shining star. 
 
I can see your beautiful colours a mile away. 
 

Lenny Ede 

 

                                                                                                                                  
Pioneers 
It has been another exciting week in Pioneers Class! We have done a lot of practical, hands-
on activities this week and it has been really lovely to see the children so engaged and excited about 
their work.  
 
On Monday, for Science, the children created a hypothesis and completed a STEM experiment 
related to our topic work (Ancient Egypt). They had a lot of fun mummifying tomatoes - cutting off 

the top parts of their tomato, removing the insides, rubbing it with salt and wrapping the tomatoes with 

green paper in place of bandages. Some took different approaches to the experiment. A few children 
rubbed the insides and outsides of their tomatoes with salt whilst others simply poured a lot of salt 
into their tomatoes. In our hypothesis, we predicted that the tomatoes would dry out over time. 
However, the children were very shocked and amused when the green paper started soaking through 
with water, no matter how many layers they wrapped around the tomatoes. We considered that this 
was due to the drying out process, whilst others argued that we hadn't removed all of the insides of 
the tomato when we put the salt in. All the same, it will be very interesting when we unwrap our 
tomatoes after half-term break and see what they turn out like! To make our science experiment even 
better, we placed a non-mummified tomato next to the mummified tomatoes, to compare their 
decomposition. The children really enjoyed this activity and it was lovely to see them so engaged and 
excited in science. 
 
In English, the children used their research and SPAG lessons over the last two weeks to write up 
their non-chronological reports on Ancient Egypt. They had to use modal verbs, colons and commas, 
brackets and complex sentences to inform the reader, make their writing better and add more 
information. Well done to those who were able to include all four SPAG skills in their writing!  
 
In Maths, the children have been finding equivalences in fractions, decimals and percentages. We 
have been using: place value counters, bar models, base ten and base hundreds, as well as 
fractions, decimals and percentages equivalent sheets to help further our understanding. By the end 
of the week, the children were able to realise that fractions, decimals and percentages are all part of a 



 

 

whole and were able to find equivalences between the three. They were able to make progress 
between each lesson, building upon what they had learnt and it was really lovely to see them 
becoming more confident. Some children were even able to solve difficult word problems. Well done 

everyone!                                                                                                                     

For Art, the Year 6 children had a lovely afternoon making Tutankhamun's death mask out of clay. 
Those who finished moved onto making pyramids and sphinxes out of clay as well. This was while 
the Year 5 children went sailing - which they seem to be enjoying. In our Topic/ History lesson, the 
children discussed the importance of the River Nile. We have already touched on this before and it 
was amazing to see how much they could remember. They had to identify true and false statements 
and then write a critical paragraph.  
 
In R.E., the children wrote an evaluation about religious and non-religious rituals. We also discussed 
the value of being different and of having different qualities in PSHE. We had a really fun P.E. lesson, 
where the children played rounders on the field. Well done everyone! 
 
I hope that everyone has a relaxing and enjoyable half-term break.  
 
Well done Jack for persevering in Maths and for doing his best in all lessons. Very well done! 
 
Well done Sam for having an excellent, inquisitive mind during our science experiment. 
 
Well done Georgia-Rose for identifying some key facts about mummification during our science 
experiment and for using her initiative in class. 
 
Well done Harry L. for being able to solve some difficult word problems related to fractions, decimals 
and percentages in Maths.  
 
 

Attendance week from: 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 88.8% 1 65 0 9 

Adventurers 95.8% 1 20 0 11 

Discoverers 92% 1 30 2 26 

Pioneers 95.5% 0 0 2 7 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 93.6%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                 

                                      THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Lottie Ria 

Adventurers Willow Sami 

Adventurers Luke Georgina 

Discoverers Bertu Jarryd 

Discoverers Annabelle William C 

Pioneers Georgia-Rose Jack  

Pioneers Harry L Sam  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Georgina age 5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Friday 28th May –School closes for half term at 3:00pm 
Monday 7th June - School reopens at 8.45am 
Thursday 10th June – On line Safety workshops 
Thursday 24th June – Discoverers Class Space Camp 
Monday 28th June – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 30th June – Fire Safety visits Yrs 1, 2, 5 & 6 
Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th July – Year 6 Transition Days 
Thursday 15th July – Sports Day* 
*Friday 16th July – back up Sports Day in case of bad weather on Thursday 
Friday 16th July – School reports out 
Monday 19th July – KS2 Show Dress Rehearsal 1.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 20th July – KS2 Show Afternoon Performance 1.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 20th July -  KS2 Show Evening Performance 5.30-7.00pm 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 11.00-12.00 



 

 

Friday 23rd July – Leavers’/Whole School picnic & races 12:00-3.00pm 
Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break at 3:00pm 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop


 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

   
 

 


