
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 7th May 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
This week has been another eventful week. On Wednesday we had our Maths day which provided 
lots of mathematical opportunities for all the children. On the same day two of my math’s groups 
impressed as usual with the Adventurers developing their understanding of the relationship between 
division and multiplication and Pioneers completing some excellent outcomes relating to the mean 
average. Well done everyone. 
 
Attendance levels continue to impress with two classes achieving 100% attendance last week. 
Well done. 
 
This week I was ‘invited’ to visit each of classes for an extended stay (30 minutes or so). The theme 
was writing with a particular focus on; participation from the children, variation of task and the use of 
staff within lessons. 
Needless to say both the children and adults worked very hard and the lessons were varied to enable 
all children to progress. 
 
In EYFS I watched the two teachers on different days become very animated when reading the class 
book. The children were excited but I have to say the teachers were ebullient judging by the 
excitement generated in their voices when reading the stories. 
The children then used the storyline to generate some interesting independent writing. They were 
even writing books about giants or in Finnlay’s case Sonic. I noticed Ria and Lottie produce some 
quality writing and Finnlay animate his picture book with some amazing sketches of the main 
character. 
 
In Adventurers they were writing questions to a range of different dinosaurs. Many names I have 
never heard before so I will need to talk to Sammy in Year 4 who I know is an expert in all things 
dinosaurs. 
Talking of experts some of the children were offered the chance to write letters to one of the 
palaeontologists at the British History Museum. I hope she finds time to respond to the children’s 
letters. 
 
Discoverers task was all about littering. The children watched a video recorded by an extremely 
confident and coherent 9 year old Australian girl who talked about the dangers of plastic straws to her 
local environment – The Great Barrier Reef.  



 

 

The children were inspired to write about how the island coastal features – the beach - could be 
destroyed through littering. 
I read a few examples and must say how impressed I was. Dawson in particular used some excellent 
emotive language to express the potential damage that plastic can cause. 
Moving to Pioneers there task was to write a narrative based on Ancient Egyptian but linked to a 
character from a well-known fairy-tale. Many of the boys chose Shrek (of course) though I noticed the 
Egyptian Princess was a popular choice.  
The children focused on developing their sentence openers using the acronym ISPACED  or 
adverbials to create and vary their opening choices. Ing, Simile, Preposition, Adverb ,Conjunction and 
ed are the six ISPACED choices with place and time adverbials options for some children .  
Jacob wrote Tomorrow, I will catch fish for my dinner thought Shrek, whereas others used Ing 
effectively such as paddling frantically away from the hungry crocodiles, the fisherman carefully fished 
for their dinner. 
 
Did you know that Crocodiles were once revered religious figures that swam the entirety of the 
ancient Egyptian Nile River unchallenged? Today, there are few, if any, remaining outside 
southernmost Egypt? 
 
Thank you to the children and staff for their hard work. 
 
 
Introducing our new Parent Governor 
 
As promised in an earlier addition, I’m pleased to share an introductory welcome form our new parent 
governor. 
 
Since taking on the role in November, I have been made to feel extremely welcome both by everyone in the 
governing body and equally by parents. I really appreciated the thoughts parents took the time to give me 
during the “home schooling” days - thank you.  
 
 
Starting at the end of last year, I have undertaken training to bring me up to speed with all that is required of a 
governor! Other governors have also recently attended training in Safeguarding and SEND provision so that 
we keep up to date and informed.  
 
 
This term, I am really looking forward to visiting the school - albeit outside! - and getting to see the learning 
first-hand. Whilst we have continued to meet regularly online, it will also be great (when safe) to meet the other 
governors in person and continue our work together.  
 
Rebecca Lovell 
 

 
I hope everyone has a fantastic weekend. 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Explorers 
 
This week has been GIANT themed. Maths day was all about measurement. We shared the story of 
Jack and The Bean Stalk and then set to work problem solving a few issues Jack and the Giant had. 
Explorers were counting magic beans to ensure Jack had the correct amounts. Making a giant bean 
stalk and ordering numbered leaves. The children then measured their height against the bean stalk 
and marked it, discussing who was the tallest and who was the shortest. The giant left a footprint and 
a message to the class asking them to find items longer and shorter than his footprint. They then all 
drew round their own feet, measured with rulers and ordered from the longest to the shortest. The 
following day we read about another giant. The smartest giant in town who went for a walk and ended 
up giving away all his new clothes to animals in need which he met along the way. The poor giant 
ended up very cold until he found his old gown to wear. Explorers discovered the giant had left some 
of his items in our garden. Their job was to list each item they found so the giant could be called to tell 
him what we had found. They listed a coat, socks, top, vest, belt, shoes, shorts, all using the sounds 
they have learnt. Afterwards they then went on to make their own books about the smartest giant in 
town. 
Again keeping with the giant theme, Explorers worked in pairs and drew around themselves on giant 
pieces of paper to design their own giant.                  
 
Adventurers 
 
The children have enjoyed starting their new English text this week; Dinosaurs and other prehistoric 
creatures by Matt Seawell.  It is a nonfiction book and we are looking forward to discovering lots of 
dinosaur facts. 

 
The children loved looking at the beautiful pictures and they thought of questions 
about dinosaurs. Georgie asked “How fast does a Velociraptor run?” We looked at 
different ways of starting our questions eg What, Why, How. Some of the year 2 
children put their questions in a letter to paleontologist Dr Susie Maidment. Please 
see further information about her below. We will send off our letters this week and 
keep our fingers crossed that she will write back. 
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-become-a-palaeontologist.html 

 
The children have also enjoyed guided reading lessons based on the text Dinosaurs and all that 
rubbish by Michael Foreman. Miss Broadsmith has been working with the children on how to give 
their opinion about a text and how to create a character description.  
In maths we have focused on time this week. The children looked at how many hours there are in a 
day, how many days there are in a week and how many months there are in a year. Year 1 enjoyed 
singing the days of the week song to the tune of The Adams family! We all loved doing an active 
maths workout to  learn the order of the months of the year 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omkuE6Wa5kQ 
 
The children looked closely at the layout of an analogue clock face and made their own dinosaur 
shaped clocks. We then consolidated our understanding of how to tell the time to the hour, half past, 
quarter past and quarter to.  
Maths day was great fun, we played active maths games in the hall and outside followed by board 
games together. The children were keen to take part in all aspects of the days and any 
challenging questions they faced. Thank you to the parents that sent in board games to help make 
the day fun. I was very impressed by the children's turn taking, sharing and playing fairly. Sami 
showed George how to play drafts, explaining the rules beautifully. Georgie and Clara challenged 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-become-a-palaeontologist.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omkuE6Wa5kQ


 

 

each other with a top trump animal card game. Micah Freeston showed Akay how to play Junior 
Monopoly. Micah was very excited and proud when Akay won his first game. 
Mrs McDougall will be teaching Adventurers class music on Thursday afternoons for the rest of this 
term. The children had their first session this Thursday and they loved using different instruments to 
play along to a dinosaur themed song. 
In Science we have looked at what plants need to grow and have planted runner beans. We are 
looking forward to watching these grow over the next few weeks. 
It's been a busy week and I am sure the children are in need of a rest! Have a lovely weekend 
together.  
 
 
Discoverers 
 
Hello hope everyone enjoyed the Bank Holiday on Monday. 
Back to school in literacy lessons this week we have been learning about how to write a persuasive 
speech. We watched inspirational videos given by both, Greta Thunberg speaking in 2019 and a nine 
year old Australian called Molly Steer speaking out against plastic straws. If you want to watch her 
speaking please look at this link. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rr5Py1r9xjw 
The speeches about the dangers of plastic straws written by the children included great examples of 
rhetorical questions, emotive language and  the use of the repeated phrase to make their points. I 
was really impressed by the work completed by the children. 
In maths in our fractions learning journey we are using bar diagrams and our division facts knowledge 
to work out unit and non unit fractions of amounts. Wednesday was World Maths Day so we spent the 
afternoon and part of the morning working out brain teasers and looking at practical measurement 
hypotheses. 
 

 
  
 

 

 
 

 

Eg Measure the size of your span: fingertip to fingertip. This should equal your height. 

Can you test this? 
 
Measure the distance from your elbow to wrist and this should equal your foot size. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rr5Py1r9xjw


 

 

Last week I delivered our George Carey pennant to Carisbrooke Castle and we have been sent a 
photo by English Heritage of it up in situ.I think you will agree it looks great. We are organising a visit 
to Carisbrooke Castle in June as part of our Tudor topic and we will see it then.This week in our 
history lesson we have been learning about how the Mary Rose was recovered from the seabed of 
the Solent ( 1982) and who her crew members would have been; what jobs they carried out on board 
the ship. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pioneers 
 
It has been a different, exciting week in Pioneers! For Maths, we had our last lesson on multiplication 
and division on Tuesday, where the children had to multiply and divide whole and decimal numbers 
by 10, 100, 1,000 and 10,000. On Wednesday, we learnt about tessellations for World Maths Day. 
The children really enjoyed choosing a shape and creating a pattern out of it. We moved on to line 
and bar graphs on Thursday and Friday. 
 
We planned, wrote and edited our Egyptian fairy tales this week. The children wrote amazing stories, 
which were funny and creative. Some wrote The Egyptian Snow White, whilst others did The 
Egyptian Shrek and even The Egyptian Frozen. It was really lovely to mark them and see the 
progress that they have made since we came back from lockdown.  
 
For Topic, the children researched and described a variety of Ancient Egyptian Gods, which were 
used to explain how their world worked. For instance, Anubis, God of Mummification, Ra, God of the 
Sun and Horus, God of Kingship and the Sky, were all important Gods with very important jobs in 
Ancient Egypt. We watched the 'playing with the big boys now' song from the 1988 movie, The Prince 
of Egypt, to better our understanding of Ancient Egyptian Gods and their role in Ancient Egyptian 
society. Some of the children were shocked at the amount of Gods that the Ancient Egyptians had 
and they were able to draw comparisons between modern and ancient religions. Well done 
everyone!  
 



 

 

For PSHE, the children learnt about the benefits of being outdoors and the impact that it has on our 
mental and physical health. We discussed different sports that we might like to do and recalled happy 
memories of special days out with friends and family members. We discussed the differences 
between rituals and routines in R.E.  
 
For Art, the children evaluated their pyramids and designed Tutankhamun's death mask, in 
preparation for making Tutankhamun's death mask out of clay next week. I have been so impressed 
with the quality of work that the children produced this week. Well done everyone! 
 
Well done Georgia-Rose for drawing an excellent tessellation in the shape of Hello Kitty on World 
Maths Day. It was excellent! 
 
Well done Laura for using fronted adverbials, adverbs to compare and time adverbials to add detail to 
her story - The Egyptian Snow White! 
 
Well done Galt for using commas correctly in his work and for writing an imaginative and engaging 
story in English.  
 
Well done Daisy for always doing her best in every lesson and for including a range of SPAG skills in 
her writing.  
 
 
 
 

 
Attendance week from: 26/04/21 to 30/04/2021 

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 100% 0 0 0 0 

Adventurers 97.6% 0 0 2 4 

Discoverers 97.7% 0 0 2 6 

Pioneers 100% 0 0 0 0 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 98.4%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Ria Barnaby 

Adventurers Bella Alba 

Adventurers Taylor Emily 

Discoverers Millie-Jay Theo 

Discoverers Lenny Sophia 

Pioneers Laura Daisy 

Pioneers Galt Georgia-Rose 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Sami 

Laura 

Berry 

Finnlay 

Mrs Yardley 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 

 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Wednesday 12th May – Last day for Sports for Champions sponsor money to be in 
Wednesday 12th May – Wellbeing Day 
Monday 17th May – Sports for Champions athlete visit 
Friday 28th May - School closes for half term 
Monday 7th June - School reopens at 8.45am 
Thursday 10th June – On line Safety workshops 
Thursday 24th June – Discoverers Class Space Camp 
Monday 28th June – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th July – Year 6 Transition Days 
Thursday 15th July – Sports Day* 
*Friday 16th July – back up Sports Day in case of bad weather on Thursday 
Friday 16th July – School reports out 
Monday 19th July – KS2 Show Dress Rehearsal 1.00-3.00pm 



 

 

Tuesday 20th July – KS2 Show Afternoon Performance 1.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 20th July -  KS2 Show Evening Performance 5.30-7.00pm 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 11.00-12.00 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’/Whole School picnic & races 12:00-3.00pm 
Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break  
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags as the 
recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total 
raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 

Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop


 

 

            


