
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 11th June 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It was great to welcome the children back after half term in preparation for which looks like another 
busy and enjoyable 7 weeks ahead. 
 
The children have returned happy and keen which is always great to see.  
 
Year 5 have continued their sailing, guitar lessons have started for our aspiring Santana, Young or 
Hendrix guitarists whilst Pioneers have ventured to middle island enjoying a trip to Amazon World. 
Hadleigh and Jasmine were in fine form in our lesson on ratio and proportion and my Year 2 group 
excelled in their lesson on grouping with Thomas, Hannah and Maria very quick to learn new 
concepts.  
A new half term will bring new class texts and topics which have been carefully planned by the 
teachers to help maintain the children’s interests. 
 
In class: 
Discoverers are gearing towards future discoveries with their trip to Middle Wight and their Space 
Camp later in the month. Mrs Maloney has carefully selected class books to help with these journeys. 
Her caption below identifies some interesting facts about the books. I’m sure some of you will 
recognise the name Frank Cottrell Boyce from his occasional TV work. 
I must admit I didn’t know (until now) that Mars has a day that is 39 minutes longer than ours. 
 
Adventurers continue their history unit as they find out about times 200 million years ago. Stone Girl is 
a great choice of book and obviously links perfectly. Mary Anning was an English fossil collector across 
the water in Lyme Regis and became world famous in geological society. 
In fact Wikipedia report that:  
Anning is in a list of the ten British women who have most influenced the history of science. 
 
I’m also pleased to see that Adventurers have been taking advantage of the outside space in PE, where 
many pupils excel, as well as many other lessons taking place ‘al fresco’. And why not after the 
autumnal spring we endured during the last few months! 
 
Pioneers loved their visit to Amazon World. On Friday morning Harvey and Roo greeted me with how 
much they had enjoyed the trip.  
Maths has seen the pupils working on conversion between units of measurements. I know I regularly 
convert between measurement, both metric to metric and imperial to metric. This is a very useful life 
skill and the children would benefit from regular revision at home. 



 

 

Tutankhamun, clay work, mummification and various celebrations certainly support a varied and 
interesting curriculum.  
I’m sure everyone is looking forward to algebra! 
 
Explorers have been using their outside space to great effect. Mr Wolf is a particular favourite I have 
noticed and I often see the children running around as per the instructions. 
I’m delighted to see how much maths work they have been managing to do this week as highlighted 
in Mrs Allman’s spiel below. 
I look forward to see how our mini Tesco Express develops. Woe betide Mrs Allman and Mrs Sharp if 
the choice of colours and attention to detail is not maintained. It looks like the Explorers will notice 
any ‘errors’ - however slight.  
 
Have a great weekend and I look forward to seeing everyone next week. 

 
Mr Wake 
 
Explorers 
 
This week Explorers have changed their role play area from a zoo into Tesco’s. We looked at what 
items we would need in our role play area and what we would need to make. They had great fun 
making clubcards. They were very precise with every detail. They noticed the blue card we had 
wasn’t the correct shade, so decided to paint it a darker to get the exact ‘Tesco blue’. Lottie even 
went on to copy the barcode square on the back of hers. 
They also made the Tesco sign and F&F clothing sign. Frazer got straight to work making clothes to 
hang up and sell in the clothes department. Nico made baby items to sell in the baby range and 
everyone had great fun making different food items to sell as well. Once Explorers had made some 
stock for their shop, they needed to make price tags for each item. We then looked at money, we 
looked at notes and coins, their value, shape and colour. We decided it might be nice to make some 
red, white and blue bunting for our shop. Everyone drew around a triangle on red, white and blue card 
and then cut it out. They then all worked together to create a correct repeating pattern. There is still 
lots more work to be done and they will be very busy next week expanding their store. 
We have also been enjoying lovely weather this week and have been using our environment, 
mathematically. Explorers walked around the field with maths books and were asked different 
questions in which they had to write the answer to. For example; How many trees can you see on the 
left side of the field? How many can you see on the right side? Can you now add these together, what 
is the total? 
Another game Explorers enjoyed this week was ‘What’s the time Mr Wolf’ but with more of a 
challenge. When asked ‘What’s the time Mr Wolf’ the wolf would reply with different sums, such 
as  2+4 then the Explorers would have to work out the correct answer to move forward. I do think their 
favourite part was when they got to shout dinner time!                  
 
Adventurers 
 
We have all been enjoying the sunny and warm weather this week. The children have loved their 
lunch and break times; lots of running races, skipping, tennis and football alongside the usual bug 
hunts and chats under the shade of the big  trees. As the weather is now getting a lot warmer, can all 
the children bring sun hats with their names inside into school? Thank you. 
 



 

 

In English we have read our new text; Stone Girl, Bone Girl. This is a 
wonderful retell of the life of Mary Anning. We had fun recalling facts from 
the book and giving our opinions on the text whilst digging for fossils in the 
sand trays and making dinosaur skeletons from paper straws. In other 
lessons; Year 1 children created a description of Mary Anning 
which included her physical features and personality. Year 2 described her 
personality whilst using the text to explain their opinion about Mary 
Anning e.g. She is brave because she climbed the cliffs looking for fossils. 
We also searched the text for factual information and made comparisons 
between different types of non-fiction texts.  
 

 

At the start of the week in Maths we looked at place value; ordering and comparing numbers. Later in 
the week we explored finding fractions of numbers. Year 1 focused on finding half of a number and 
year 2 explored 1/2, 1/4, 1/3 and 2/4 of numbers.  
In History the children created a dinosaur timeline. It was interesting to see which dinosaurs were in 
the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous times. We talked about how dinosaurs evolved and how 
humans didn't come till much later in time.  
In Science we have looked closely at our experiment, ‘Do seeds need soil to grow?’ and wrote up the 
results. I am sure that they would love to discuss the results with you. We were very surprised to see 
what the seeds could grow in! We also enjoyed planting outside and the children are feeling excited 
to see these new seeds grow. Thank you for sending in pictures of children with their sunflowers and 
runner beans, we have put the pictures on display in the classroom.  
The children have also enjoyed ICT, RE, PE, PSHE, stories outside, Games, Music, Art, phonics and 
reading sessions this week. It's been a busy week, we hope you all have a lovely weekend! 
 
 
Discoverers 
 
Hello, and welcome back to school after hopefully a refreshing half term break. This half term is going 
to be busy and already we have begun to explore some new literacy quests. This week in literacy we 
began to read a new book called Cosmic  by Frank Cottrell Boyce. 
  

The blurb of this novel states that… 

 

It's one giant leap for all boy-kind in Frank Cottrell Boyce's out-of-this-world 
story: Cosmic. 
 

Liam is too big for his boots. And his football strip. And his school 

blazer. But being super-sized height-wise has its advantages: he's the 

only eleven-year-old to ever ride the G-force-defying Cosmic 

rollercoaster - or to be offered the chance to drive a Porsche. Long-

legged Liam makes a giant leap for boy-kind by competing with a group 

of adults for the chance to go into space. Is Liam the best boy for the 

job? Sometimes being big isn't all about being a grown-up. 
 

 



 

 

This book was chosen because it is a great compliment to our imminent Space Camp on Thursday 
24th June, so please look out in book bags for letters giving details about  this next week. I have delayed 
the Space Camp details because of the Discoverers Carisbrooke Castle visit next week, but in a 
nutshell it is envisaged that  the children should return to school after tea on Thursday 24th  at 6.00pm 
with sleeping bags and overnight kit to enjoy an evening of Space themed activity. Sleeping outdoors 
in tents to greet the school day on Friday morning with a breakfast kindly provided by FOSH. 

 

Another new book is our guided reading book about a 19th century 
pioneering woman called Anna Atkins called The Bluest of Blues.* 
This is a biography of botanist and photographer Anna Atkins: the 
first person to ever publish a book of photography.. This book has 
already inspired observational pencil sketching of shells in our art 
lesson on Monday. (see below for excellent examples of Discoverers  
work) 
 

*The Bluest of Blues refers to a cyanotype which is a photographic 
printing process that produces a cyan-blue print. Engineers used the 
process well into the 20th century as a simple and low-cost process 
to produce copies of drawings, referred to as blueprints. 
 
 
 

                          
 

 

 

 

In Maths we are looking at the different methods of solving multiplication of large numbers. The 
method used in Year 3 is the grid method, which in turn moves to the ladder method and then short 
multiplication in Year 4. All the children have been using their times table knowledge to great effect in 
solving their multiplication number sentences. Their confidence has increased greatly over the last 
half term. 

 



 

 

In Science this week we were looking in detail at the planet Mars. Comparing 
what we already knew with what we wanted to find out. Did you know that 
Mars has a day of 24 hours and 39 minutes and the length of its year (it’s 

orbital period) is 687 days. 
 

 

 
 
 

In History our focus was some preparation for our Carisbrooke Castle visit and to identify using 
ordnance survey maps where it is geographically on the Isle of Wight,  with a view to hopefully 
completing some annotated field sketching when we are there next week. We also looking at Elizabeth 
I.  When we are on our visit we are focusing on the Tudor aspects of the castle and one of our activities 

will be to complete a treasure trail of Tudor artefacts in and around the castle and the museum. 
May I take this opportunity to say thank you to all the parents who helped their children complete their 
take home task over the half term holiday and this week. They all look great!! 
 

Finally could I mention that it would be really helpful if every day the children are able to bring into 
school a hat and a water bottle as in this warmer weather both will offer the best protection to the 
children’s health and safety. 
 
Pioneers 
It has been a really lovely week in Pioneers this week. The children had an amazing, interactive time 
at Amazon World on Thursday. We had a school presentation, where the children were able to see 
and hear about macaws, armadillos and tortoises. We then went around in our different groups to 
research different animals. They had to choose three animals, decide whether they were: mammals, 
amphibians, reptiles, fish, birds or insects; draw a picture and then write down 5 facts about them. 
The children were encouraged to remember what they had learnt about animals over lockdown and to 
apply this to their 5 facts. Many children were able to remember that reptiles and amphibians are 
cold-blooded, whereas mammals and birds are warm-blooded and that mammals have hair and fur. 
Well done everyone! We then spent some time in the sand pit - uncovering dinosaur bones - and the 
children really enjoyed playing and relaxing in Amazon World's play park.  
 

For English, the children have been researching different facts about Tutankhamun. We read part of 
our text driver - The Story of Tutankhamun by Patricia Cleveland-Peck - on Monday and the children 
were really surprised to hear that Tutankhamun's dad - Akhenaten - was actually very unpopular. We 
learnt that Tutankhamun's death has been more impactful than his life - since his reign only lasted 
about ten years. They were able to identify a range of proper nouns: Tutankhamun, King Tut, the Boy 
King and the Boy Pharaoh - and summarised their knowledge in paragraphs. This is in preparation for 
our next independent write - a biography on Tutankhamun's life and the discovery of his tomb in 1922 
by Howard Carter.   
 
The children have been converting between measurements of length, capacity, weight and units of 
time in Maths ... before moving on to algebra next week! In Science, we started writing our 
scientific reports on tomato mummification, which we will finish next week. The children were amazed 
and amused when they uncovered their mummified tomatoes. Some had gone mouldy whilst others 
had shrunk and were completely dry! 
 



 

 

We finished painting our clay products in Art and wrote our evaluations on them. In R.E., the children 
have started learning about different types of celebrations, such as: weddings, baptisms, funerals and 
religious naming ceremonies.  
 
Well done Laura for knowing to use long multiplication to solve a conversion problem in Maths. I was 
really impressed by this! 
 
Well done Ryan for working hard and for being an excellent friend to others. Well done! 
 
Well done Daisy for using modal verbs to describe Tutankhamun's life and for making excellent 
progress in all subjects. 
 
Well done Hadleigh for always being a fantastic role model to others and for using his initiative in 
class. 
 
Well done everyone. I look forward to seeing you next week. 
 
 
 
 

 
Attendance week from: 24/05/2021 to 28/05/2021 

 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 95% 0 0 4 0 

Adventurers 97.7% 0 0 2 4 

Discoverers 94.9% 0 0 4 14 

Pioneers 96% 0 0 2 6 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was %, which is above the 
national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Lottie Frazer 

Adventurers Taylor Thomas H 

Adventurers George A Blossom 

Discoverers Obie Liam 

Discoverers Samson Marlee 

Pioneers Laura Ryan 

Pioneers Daisy Hadleigh 

 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 



 

 

RNLI Mufti Day 
The RNLI are due to visit St Helens Primary School on June 23rd. As an 
island school, we feel beach and sea safety is extremely important and an 
essential part of our school curriculum for the children. The RNLI are 
supporting our school by running a free interactive workshop with the 
children on how to stay safe on the beach and in the water this summer.   
We would like your support in making a donation to the RNLI charity and 

to say thank you for helping to keep the children of the IOW safe again this summer. On Friday 18th 
June the children can come into school wearing mufti for a £1 donation.  To show their support for 
the RNLI, they may like to wear something orange (the RNLI colour) but this is not compulsory! 
Mufti day is of course optional, and those not wishing to make a contribution to the charity should 
come to school in uniform as normal. 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
Thursday 17th June – Discoverers Class visit to Carisbrooke Castle 
Thursday 17th June – Adventurers Class Beach school  
Friday 18th June – RNLI Mufti day 
Wednesday 23rd June – RNLI Workshops for all classes 
Thursday 24th June – Adventurers Class Beach school  
Thursday 24th June – Discoverers Class Space Camp 
Monday 28th June – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 30th June – Fire Safety visits Yrs 1, 2, 5 & 6 
Thursday 1st July - Adventurers Class Beach school 
Monday 5th July – Adventurers Dinosaur Isle visit 
Thursday 8th July – Online Safety workshops (rescheduled from 10th June) 
Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th July – Year 6 Transition Days 
Thursday 15th July – Sports Day* 
*Friday 16th July – back up Sports Day in case of bad weather on Thursday 
Friday 16th July – School reports out 
Monday 19th July – KS2 Show Dress Rehearsal 1.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 20th July – KS2 Show Afternoon Performance 1.00-3.00pm 
Tuesday 20th July -  KS2 Show Evening Performance 5.30-7.00pm 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 11.00-12.00 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’/Whole School picnic & races 12:00-3.00pm 
Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break at 3:00pm 
Tuesday 31st August – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 1st September – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Thursday 2nd September – School reopens at 8:45am for the Autumn Term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop


 

 

 
 



 

 

 


