
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 18th June 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Last week we saw attendance levels soaring again with Explorers and Adventurers managing 100%. 
Well done everyone. 
 
This week the weather has been very varied with stifling conditions some days before extensive rain 
on Friday! Nonetheless this did not affect the teacher’s plans who still managed to offer lots of 
exciting events to keep the children engaged as usual. 
 
Year 5 continued their sailing which I know they enjoy when I see lots of excited Pioneers on Tuesday 
mornings. 
After school we had our inaugural skateboarding session which was very well received by the 
children. I will look forward to finding out more about this unique opportunity and reporting my findings 
in subsequent newsletters. Hopefully this will be something we can continue in the future. 
 
On Thursday, Key Stage 1 ventured to the local beach and enjoyed a great session rock pooling and 
investigating shells. Mrs Rees has planned two more weeks of different activities taking into account 
the tides. She was very impressed with the attitude of the children. Well done Adventurers.  
 
In fact the school was very quiet on Thursday as Discoverers escaped St Helens for the day going 
back in time to the Tudor period. A hot day at the castle was challenging but the children will have 
gained so much from the experience.  
 
On Wednesday Mrs Maloney and Mrs Rees ‘attended’ training in preparation for achieving the Arts 
Mark for the school. Although there will be lots of work ahead, the children and the school can look 
forward to some exciting opportunities over the next few years. 
 
This week I worked with children from Year 5. The children demonstrated a great enthusiasm and 
impressed me immensely. Thank you Roo, Daniel, Jack, Alex and Ryan. I am already looking forward 
to future lessons together. 
 
 
Meanwhile in class: 
 
Pioneers have been engaged in a varied curriculum. Designing secondary sources, cross-curricular 
links with RE and art, developing higher level grammar skills and even enjoying algebra! 
 



 

 

Explorers have been very artistic. I happened to be on a walkabout and noticed Nico and Lottie 
blending away. I was impressed with their masterpieces. Njideka Akunyili Crosby is renowned for her 
textured photo collage and Pablo Picasso for his cubist collage. Why not Barrans and Adams for their  
Sunset impressionism in the future! 

 
In Discoverers, the children have been engaged in English lessons supported by the excellent choice 
of text – Cosmic. Meanwhile In Maths, Mrs Maloney has focused on Division and the trip to 
Carisbrooke looked amazing. I love all the photos shown below.  
 
Please feel free to work with your children to calculate 256 divided by 8 using both short division and 
chunking. 
 
Adventurers have also been excellent investigators both in and out of the classroom. Exploring 
numbers and finding ways to improve their language is nothing extraordinary in our school but 
exploring some of the reasons behind the cretaceous extinction? What an amazing group of young 
children Mrs Rees, Mrs Yardley and the other adults have to work with! 
  
Disappointingly the government have been forced to review the further removal of restrictions due to 
the Indian virus. Accordingly this will seriously affect any whole school plans. The Key Stage 2 play, 
Sports Day, picnic and whole assemblies are just unrealistic due to the risk at this current time. We 
have managed to escape covid-free up until now and we all obviously wish that to continue. I 
anticipate there will still be a sports event for the children only. 
We will also ensure that there will be time for some transition. Decisions on what this looks like still 
have to be decided but may involve the classes meeting their new teachers outside in the shade on a 
sunny day during the last few days of term. 
 
I know Mrs McDougall is making plans for an alternative to the play that looks to be quite exciting. I 
look forward to sharing more when things have been confirmed. 
 
Thank you to the teachers for organizing the exciting opportunities. 
 
To finish on a very positive note, it is important to celebrate with Jasmine, Daisy and Sam who 
attended the Monkton Street art gallery in Ryde to be presented with their certificate for an art 
competition they had entered (outside of course). Well done Pioneers. 
 
I hope everyone has a great weekend. 

 
 

Mr Wake 
 
 
Explorers 
 
This week Explorers have been experimenting with paint and practicing techniques to blend colours 
to make sunsets. They all looked at different pictures of sunsets and explored using and blending the 
different colours with brushes. They have also been making and writing cards for special people in 
their lives, which they have worked very hard on. We continue to develop letter formation in a variety 
of ways such as writing on whiteboards, using chalks, paintbrushes and of course pens and paper. 
They have been writing shopping lists and we have had some unusual items on their weekly lists but 
a recurring favourite seemed to be toys and sweets. 



 

 

They continue to enjoy using the shop role play and have been looking at money. Focusing on 
addition with adding two or more items together and finding the total amount required for their 
purchase. 
We have also been looking at one more and one less this week using numbers lines to jump forward 
and back. They really enjoyed the ‘Big Number Song’ this week and the ‘Slide ToThe Right’ one more 
song. 
Explorers have been excited to watch our wild flower area grow. We have had a few more flowers 
pop up over the last week and their vegetables in the greenhouse are doing really well. They all tried 
their own school grown radishes this week with Mrs Sharp. Mrs Shenton said they really enjoyed the 
game of ‘Feeding the teddy bear’ which involved aiming and throwing a bean bag. She kindly gave us 
one of her teddy bear pictures she used and Explorers have been practicing their skills of aiming and 
over arm throwing in our outside area. 
Please can I remind everyone now with summer finally arriving to apply sun lotion to their child before 
school and pack additional lotion so that they can reapply it at lunch time. Also hats and water bottles 
to be brought in each day.                  
 
 
 
Adventurers 
 
We have had another busy week in Adventurers. The children have finished our "Stone girl Bone girl" 
English learning journey. Year 1 children created a storyboard which detailed the main events in Mary 
Anning's life and Year 2 created a biography about her. Both year groups produced some excellent 
pieces of work. 
In Maths we have been concentrating on improving our addition. Year 1 used a number line to add 
two 2-digit numbers. Year 2 drew their own number lines starting from the largest number in the 
addition sentence. They also worked on expanded column addition. Both year groups worked very 
hard. Blossom really impressed me by independently moving herself onto the challenge when she 
was ready, a really confident and mature attitude towards her maths - well done! 
In Topic lessons the children started to explore some of the reasons behind the cretaceous extinction. 
The children were very interested in this and asked super questions. The children in Year 1 were 
keen to create some super sketches of volcano eruptions and meteorites hurling through the sky!  
On Thursday the children had their first Beach school experience, the weather was perfect and the 
children were really well behaved. It was great to go walking through St Helens and spot some of 
the local buildings that the children have sketched for their class map. On the beach the children took 
part in a treasure hunt for shells, we wanted to find out which type of shell is most common to St 
Helens beach. The children found scallops, top shells, common otter shells, oyster shells, periwinkle 
shells and slipper limpets. They also went rock pooling and found crabs, limpets, sea anemones and 
shrimps. It was a great morning adventure! Thank you to all the parents for providing the right clothes, 
sun hats, spades and snacks - it really helped the morning go smoothly. We are looking forward to 
next Thursday already.  
 
Discoverers 
 
Hello everyone, 
 

This week in literacy we have begun to focus on direct speech punctuation, we are already all quite 
good at identifying where inverted commas need to be placed in a sentence containing direct speech. 
This week we have been improving our punctuation around the reporting clause. On Wednesday, all 
of the class were extremely motivated and created in groups, mini-scenes (inspired by our book 



 

 

Cosmic), in which characters interact and speak to each other. I look forward to reading their perfectly 
punctuated scenes on Monday. The children are also desperate to act out these scenes on Monday, 
so perhaps we have lots of budding screenwriters?  
 

In Maths, our focus has been on methods of division. In Year 4 many of us are now happy with short 
division as the next step from the bus shelter method. In Year 3 the children continued to improve on 
their use of the chunking method, some children were chunking with a 3-digit number divided by a 1-
digit number.  
 

 

On Wednesday afternoon, in preparation for 
Space Camp next week, the children focussed 
on the phases of the moon and were able to 
identify and explain the difference between 
waxing and waning, gibbous, crescent and a 
new moon.  
Next week at Space Camp (if we are lucky), 
we hope to see the Strawberry full moon, 
named because this is the season in which 
strawberries are traditionally picked in North 
America.  
 

 

 

 

On Thursday, we went on our long 
anticipated trip to Carisbrooke Castle. Whilst 
there we enjoyed looking at and were very 
proud of our pennant of George Carey. We 
were able to look at and spot with our 
history detective hats on, evidence and 
clues such as; fireplaces and joist holes that 
proved the area (now ruined), once was 
Carey’s mansion. We were able to visit the 
museum, spot artefacts, bravely climb to the 
top of the keep, accurately make field-
sketches from the Bowling Green and look 
at the cannons and bastions. The purpose 
of this visit was to understand why 
Carisbrooke Castle was important to the 
Tudors; the children are now in a better 
position to appreciate how George Carey 
improved and created an artillery fortress 
during the Tudor period. It was a hot and 
sweaty day but luckily we returned before 
the rain came.  



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you again for all of your support for this trip and 
for next week’s Space Camp.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pioneers 
 
It has been a really lovely week in Pioneers. The children have all enjoyed their learning and it has 
been really lovely to see them so engaged with their work. It has been great to see them put so much 
effort into their lessons and they are all making good progress every day.  
 
The children enjoyed their algebra lessons this week, where their times table knowledge was 
really tested! They were able to use their reasoning and problem-solving skills to solve difficult 
equations and identify number patterns. They were able to: add, subtract and multiply using 
algebraic techniques and were even able to solve squared and cubed numbers independently. Well 
done everyone! 



 

 

It has been really lovely to see just how much the children can remember about Tutankhamun from 
our English lessons last week! We have had some really lovely discussions about his health, parents, 
daughters, tomb, coffin and the many theories that surround his death. This week, the children were 
able to write some paragraphs about Tutankhamun, using: possessive apostrophes, dashes, complex 
sentences and semicolons to make their writing more interesting and engaging for the reader.  
 
For Science, the children finished writing their scientific reports on tomato mummification. We will 
move onto a whole new topic next week. The children loved their scientific experiment and they all did 
really well.  
 
We discussed different ways to improve our moods in PSHE and the children have started an art 
project in R.E. that coincides with our theme - celebrations. In Topic, the children learnt about the 
pyramid hierarchy system that they used in Ancient Egypt. In Art, the Year 6 children created a 
secondary source of Ancient Egypt. It is a secondary source because it is a copy of drawings that 
actually came from that time period - a primary source. Brilliant work everyone! 
 

     
 
On Tuesday, three Year 6 Children - Jasmine, Daisy and Sam - 
went to Ryde to celebrate an art award that they all won. A few 
weeks ago, they had to design their own gardens that matched with 
a South American theme. I thought that this would be a very good 
idea, since we did Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest during the 
Spring Term. All of the children really enjoyed their art projects and 
they did so well.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Well done to Roo for solving some complex algebra problems and for creating her own number 
pattern in Maths. Very impressive! 
 
Well done to Jack for always doing his best in lessons and for making excellent progress in Maths.  
 
Well done to Harry P for using his initiative in class and for being an excellent friend and role model to 
others. 
 
Well done to George for creating some amazing artwork in Art and for identifying some differences 
between primary and secondary sources. 
 

 
Attendance week from: 07/06/2021 to 11/06/2021 

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 100% 0 0 0 0 

Adventurers 100% 2 140 0 0 

Discoverers 94% 0 0 10 11 

Pioneers 98% 0 0 2 2 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 97.2%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Lottie Berry 

Adventurers Micah M Barnaby 

Adventurers Blossom Hannah 

Discoverers Elsie Rowan 

Discoverers Sophie Abiola 

Pioneers George Jack B 

Pioneers Roo Harry P 

 



 

 

 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

George age 7 

Sam age 11 

Theo age 8 
 

Class Photos 
 
All orders for this year’s Class photos must be returned to school with payment by Wednesday 23rd 
June. 
 
Lunchtime Vacancy 
 
We are looking to recruit an additional  midday supervisor to support our current staff from 
September. Lunchtime supervisors have a range of duties and responsibilities which typically include: 

 effective supervising pupils in the dining hall  
 helping pupils with a variety of tasks, such as cutting up their food  
 cleaning up spillages  
 helping to clear away food and stack tables and chairs after pupils have left the dining hall 
 ensuring pupils keep out of areas that are out of bounds, and don't leave the school premises 
 dealing with misbehaviour and reporting any problems they are unable to resolve to the duty teacher 

or head teacher 
 tending to pupils who are sick or injured, ensuring they receive appropriate medical attention, and 

reporting any serious accidents 
 being aware of responsibilities under child protection legislation, and reporting concerns to a senior 

supervisor or the head teacher 
 assisting with play activities if required. 

The following skills would be helpful: 

 enjoyment of working with children and the ability to control and supervise them 
 patience 
 the ability to stay calm 
 good communication skills 
 the ability to work as part of a team 

If you are interested in applying for this position, please contact the school office. 
 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Wednesday 23rd June – RNLI Workshops for all classes 
Thursday 24th June – Adventurers Class Beach school  
Thursday 24th June – Discoverers Class Space Camp 
Monday 28th June – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 30th June – Fire Safety visits Yrs 1, 2, 5 & 6 
Thursday 1st July - Adventurers Class Beach school 
Monday 5th July – Adventurers Dinosaur Isle visit 
Thursday 8th July – Online Safety workshops (rescheduled from 10th June) 
Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th July – Year 6 Transition Days 
Thursday 15th July – Sports Day* - for children only 
*Friday 16th July – back up Sports Day in case of bad weather on Thursday 
Friday 16th July – School reports out 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 11.00-12.00 
Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break at 3:00pm 



 

 

Tuesday 31st August – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 1st September – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Thursday 2nd September – School reopens at 8:45am for the Autumn Term 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop


 

 

 


