
 

 

 
 

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 25th June 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Last week we saw very good attendance with three classes almost reaching at 98.5% or above. Well 
done everyone. 
 
COVID 19 symptoms in children 
 
Children can get coronavirus (COVID-19), but they seem to get it less often than adults and it's 
usually less serious. 

The main symptoms of COVID-19 are: 

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours 

 a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or 
things smell or taste different to normal 

 
Although most likely unrelated we have had some children with chesty coughs and colds so please 
can we ask you to be vigilant and ensure your children are well enough to attend school.  
 
We have another amazing week full of exciting opportunities for the children. In fact it has been quite 
a water-based theme this week.  
 
Year Five have continued their sailing experience and Adventurers the beach school. Meanwhile we 
welcomed RNLI to school who offered interesting bubble- based workshops. 
 

The Bembridge station is located on the eastern approaches to the Solent Estuary and is south of the 
area of the Solent known as Spithead. The station is on one of the busiest shipping lanes in United 
Kingdom waters. 

The main boathouse stands away from the shore on a piled platform with slipway, and is linked to the 
shore by means of a gangway. The station operates two lifeboats.  

Did you know the first lifeboat service began at Bembridge in 1867? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spithead


 

 

 
Discoverers also started their swimming programme at The Heights and if that wasn’t enough, 
Discoverers also had their Space Camp – it rained during the night to maintain the water analogy! 
 
Thanks again to Mrs Maloney, Mrs McDougall, Miss Ryan and Miss Gorman for providing this 
wonderful opportunity and the Astronomical Society for their experience and time (and telescopes). 
A special thanks must go to Mrs Maloney who stayed on Friday in her own time to continue the 
space-based activities. 
 

Thanks also to the FOSH for providing the plentiful breakfast provision and Mrs Rees, Mrs Yardley as 
well as the campers for their waitressing services this morning.  
 
The children had spent all day doing a variety of Space Camp activities including:- 

 Learning about the Artemis Missions to the moon,  
 Voting on the name for the mannequin that will occupy the Orion crew capsule,  
 Watching a Nasa video about the Orion crew capsule STEM Design challenge,  
 Designing and building their own crew capsule then testing their landings.  
 Making mission badges for tents,  
 Drawing moonscapes with pastels on black paper,  
 Playing battleships on the moon. 

And that was even before the overnight festivities. 
 
I expect some of children will benefit for an extra day off next week – especially Discoverers - as I 
suspect a few may need to catch on some sleep and other children need an extra day to get over 
their minor ailments.   
 
Meanwhile in class: 
 
Explorers have had a great week, consolidating and developing core skills including revising sounds, 
investigating the properties of shapes and using stop watches. 
I do like the sound of their new class book. 
 
Pioneers have been developing their grammar skills. I’m sure when I was a school, a long time ago of 
course, semi colons would not have been taught in primary school. 
 As we all know, the semicolon is most commonly used to link two independent clauses that are 
closely related in thought in one single sentence or to separate items in a complex list.  
Fortunately maths was nice and simple - identifying the features of: dodecahedrons, icosahedrons 
and spheres!  
And that is just a mere fragment of many expectations of the upper key stage 2 curriculum in 2021! 
 
There has been a geographical theme in Adventurers this week with volcanoes, maps of St Helens 
and messy geography books in addition to beach school of course. The subject lends itself to some 
wonderful and exciting opportunities as you can see.  
The new class book, The Giant of Jum by Elli Woodward sounds exciting.  Apparently the author 
started writing stories after an embarrassing incident in which her youngest son broke Michael 
Rosen’s glasses! 
 
And we know that Discoverers have had an amazing week as you can see above.  



 

 

 
Maths question of the week. How many edges and vertices does a tetrahedron have? 
 
I hope you all have a great weekend (and Monday) and we look forward to seeing everybody back on 
Tuesday. 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
Explorers 
 
This week Explorers have been looking at 2D and 3D shape. They have been exploring the 
properties of different shapes and playing lots of different sorting games. They have been on shape 
hunts around the school and have noticed lots of different 2D and 3D shapes within their 
environment. They have also been making shape pictures by drawing around different 2D shapes 
and cutting them out. We have seen lots of robots, flowers and house designs. Explorers enjoyed the 
story “You're called WHAT?!” which is a story about animals who have the most silliest of names. 
They thought the ‘Fried Egg Jellyfish’ was particularly funny. This led them to make their own Jellyfish 
to hang up in our outside area. They were very excited to use glittery paint and a range of different 
materials. They plan to add to their outside underwater display in the following weeks. With water in 
mind Explorers had a visit from the RNLI who spoke to them about the importance of keeping safe at 
the beach. 
As well as shape, Explorers have also been looking at different ways to record time. Sand timers are 
very popular in class to use as a way to record time for sharing purposes but they had great fun using 
stop watches this week to record different races. Explorers set up the chalk board outside with their 
names on and set to work chalking a STOP and START line on the ground. They then took turns to 
record each other’s race times and work out who the fastest was. They had running, hopping and 
bike races. 
This week Explorers have continued to revise all previously taught sounds and apply them into their 
writing. We played ‘Magic Hat’ where the children had to write the name of the object which was 
pulled from the hat. Thinking very carefully about how to sound that word out and write it using 
correctly formed letters. We have had some new stories in class this week and the children really 
enjoyed listening to these outside in what originally was a shop they had made using different 
materials and pegs. This shop evolved into a reading den and we shared lots of stories together in 
the den.  
 
 
Adventurers 
 
Following on from last week's topic lessons we talked further about the reasons for the end of the 
dinosaur period. The children then created some volcano paintings. They blended colours to create 
the clouds of ash and used long brush strokes for the lava.  
In our reading lessons we read the story "The Giant of Jum" and the children made inferences about 
the giant. It has been a pleasure to hear lots of the children read this week and I have been pleased 
to see that many are still reading regularly at home.  
In English and Maths the children have completed assessments. Well done to all of them for trying 
hard with these.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
The children have once again enjoyed their beach school this 
Thursday. The weather was a lot warmer this week so thank 
you to all the parents for applying sun creams and providing 
sun hats. We made and drew observations of the coastline, 
the children detailed the lifeboat station, harbour, beach huts, 
cafe and church ruin. They were interested in the shape of 
the coastline and how the Bay was formed. The tide was in 
this week so we worked as a team close to the tide to create 
forts and tunnels for the water to flow into. The 
children counted their steps back to school, 3060 steps back!  
 

 

        
 
 
We started work on our messy map booklets in Geography this week. The children created some 
word art about what St Helens means to them, they added their bird's eye map of St Helens, an 
observational sketch of the beach and sketches of shells/lists of sea life found in the rock pools etc  
Congratulations to Mrs Broadsmith who has completed her final teacher training assessments this 
week. We are very lucky as she has asked if she can stay over these last few weeks to continue to 
support Adventurers class. 



 

 

Discoverers 
 
Hello everyone, 
 

This week in Literacy we have continued our focus on direct speech punctuation. This week we have 
been improving our punctuation around the reporting clause and using our incredible acting scene 
scripts from last week to create fantastic narrative pieces of writing. They contained lots of great 
figurative descriptions and some amazing direct speech with correct punctuation. The whole class 
was wonderful on Monday when our trainee teacher, Miss Gorman, had her final observed lesson 
and successfully qualified as a primary teacher. We’re very proud of the class and her for all of their 
hard work over the last year.  
    
In Maths, our focus has been on methods of measurement. Both year groups have looked 
at  centimetre, millimetres, kilometres  working out how they translate into perimeter and area. Along 
with volume and capacity; they already had a great understanding of working these out, but we 
solidified and grew it with some additional practice this week.  
 

 

On Wednesday morning, we had visitors from the Bembridge RNLI 
come to share with the class some sea safety tips. I was thrilled by their 
level of engagement with our visitors, their prior knowledge of sea 
safety and the fantastic questions asked. In the afternoon, the class 
began their swimming lessons. We travelled by coach to the Heights 

where both years got to delve into the water and enjoy learning how to swim or how to improve what 
they already knew. We’re already looking forward to next week! 

 
On Thursday, we had the arrival of our long 
anticipated Space Camp. The children had a fun-
filled day of space themed activities in the run up to 
the main event. We helped NASA to name their 
‘Moonikin’, we explored the depths of the moon and 
created accurate oil pastel sketches of the moon's 
intricate surface. We also designed our own 
Artemis crew capsules for NASA and tested their 
viability by dropping them from varying heights and 
seeing how their astronauts fared. The class went 
home to get their space gear, before returning at 
6pm for an even further fun-filled evening. 
 
 

 
 After settling into our tents, we designed space mission badges for our tents, enjoyed tasty treats as 
we listened to the Vectis Astronomers, who kindly came to talk to us last night about their facilities 
and the solar system. They also brought with them telescopes for us to use on the night and two 
which they have very kindly donated to the school for further Space Camp missions to come.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

We enjoyed Wallee together with scrumptious 
hot chocolate and marshmallows before we 
headed to our camps to settle in. Unfortunately, 
the weather was not on our side, and whilst we 
had breaks in the clouds, it wasn’t possible to 
see the strawberry moon in all of its glory. It 
was an incredible experience for everyone and 
we’re very grateful for the Friends of St Helens 
for creating and serving the class with a    
wonderful breakfast spread in the morning after 
our camp out.  
 
   

 

 

 

   
                                                                 
 

 

    

Thank you again for all of your support for this week and for the continued support with Space Camp. 
It was a magical experience for every child.  
 
 
Pioneers 
 
It has been a really exciting week in Pioneers with all our various assessments! I have been very 
impressed with how hard the children have all been working. They were all very resilient and did their 
utmost best in all of their assessments, well done everyone! 
 
Our assessments started on Wednesday. On Monday and Tuesday, the children wrote their 
biographies about the life and death of the Egyptian Pharaoh Tutankhamun. Over the last few weeks, 
we have discussed the range of theories surrounding his life, reign and death. The pupils have all 
learnt so much about him and they have shown fascination in learning about someone who lived 
thousands of years ago. They were all able to present an in-depth understanding of Tutankhamun 
and many of the children were able to use: colons, semicolons, brackets, dashes, relative pronouns, 
relative clauses and possessive apostrophes in their writing to name a few. Spelling has also 
improved across our class too. Very well done everyone! 
 



 

 

On Monday and Tuesday, in Maths, the children learnt about the features of 2D and 3D shapes. They 
were able to identify the various edges, vertices and faces in 3D shapes and many of the children 
chose to extend themselves by making and identifying the features of: dodecahedrons, icosahedrons, 
spheres and some of the Year 6s were even able to make a regular octahedron (3D diamond) by 
comparing two square-based pyramids. Very impressive work! 
 
In Science, the children learnt about the human life cycle and the developmental changes that 
humans go through throughout their lives. We had an interesting discussion around how babies learn, 
which the class really enjoyed. Furthermore, in Art, the Year 6 pupils have continued to add detail to 
their secondary sources, which are making good progress.   
 
I hope that everyone enjoys their extra-long weekend after all their hard work this week.  
 
Well done to Harvey for being an excellent friend to others and for always maintaining a positive 
attitude. Well done.  
 
Well done to Shannon for making some excellent progress with her addition and multiplication 
problems in Maths. Excellent work! 
 
Well done to Galt for writing an informative biography about the life of Tutankhamun and for scoring 
100 percent in his end of year spelling test. 
 
Well done to Harry L. for being a resilient learner and for trying his best in all lessons. An excellent 
attitude to learning, very well done.  
 
 
 

 
Attendance week from:  

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 100% 0 0 0 0 

Adventurers 95.2% 2 40 6 6 

Discoverers 98.5% 0 0 0 5 

Pioneers 99% 0 0 2 0 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 97.8%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Zach Max 

Adventurers Sami Alfie 

Adventurers Logan Cai-Wyn 

Discoverers Ellie Obie 

Discoverers Sophia Lenny 

Pioneers Shannon Harvey 

Pioneers Galt Harry L 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Micah age 7 

Nico age 5 

Sarah age 10 

Josiah age 8 

Mr O’Donoghue 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 
Lunchtime Vacancy 
 
We are looking to recruit an additional midday supervisor to support our current staff from September. 
Lunchtime supervisors have a range of duties and responsibilities which typically include: 

 effective supervising pupils in the dining hall  
 helping pupils with a variety of tasks, such as cutting up their food  
 cleaning up spillages  
 helping to clear away food and stack tables and chairs after pupils have left the dining hall 
 ensuring pupils keep out of areas that are out of bounds, and don't leave the school premises 
 dealing with misbehaviour and reporting any problems they are unable to resolve to the duty teacher 

or head teacher 
 tending to pupils who are sick or injured, ensuring they receive appropriate medical attention, and 

reporting any serious accidents 



 

 

 being aware of responsibilities under child protection legislation, and reporting concerns to a senior 
supervisor or the head teacher 

 assisting with play activities if required. 

The following skills would be helpful: 

 enjoyment of working with children and the ability to control and supervise them 
 patience 
 the ability to stay calm 
 good communication skills 
 the ability to work as part of a team 

If you are interested in applying for this position, please contact the school office. 
 

 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 28th June – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 30th June – Fire Safety visits Yrs 1, 2, 5 & 6 
Thursday 1st July - Adventurers Class Beach school 
Monday 5th July – Adventurers Dinosaur Isle visit 
Thursday 8th July – Online Safety workshops (rescheduled from 10th June) 
Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th July – Year 6 Transition Days 
Thursday 15th July – Sports Day* - for children only 
*Friday 16th July – back up Sports Day in case of bad weather on Thursday 
Friday 16th July – School reports out 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 11.00-12.00 
Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break at 3:00pm 
Tuesday 31st August – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 1st September – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Thursday 2nd September – School reopens at 8:45am for the Autumn Term 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 

 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


