
 

 

 
                              

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 16th July 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have another fantastic week at school with lots going on for the children and staff. 
STEM projects, (science, technology, English and Maths), swimming, beach school, French day and 
sports day were just a few of the exciting activities.  
 
Attendance seems to have improved a little this week though data from last week (below) shows 
another week below our usually high standards. 
 
I have noticed a number of unauthorised absences due to a lack of written explanation.  
Most parents adhere to school policy with a daily phone call during periods of absence and a 
letter/email on the child’s return. We have slips in the school entrance which are very simple and easy 
to fill in if it is easier. 
The EWO (Education Welfare Officer) has access to our attendance records and will notice any 
unauthorised absence during our twice half termly meetings. 
She will often recommend I arrange a meeting between the school, parents and attendance officer if 
she has a concern. 
 
Meanwhile in class:  
 
Pioneers week featured both extended French and Science sessions. Children tend to love hands-on 
experiments and the images below show evidence of the great work they completed 
 
Explorers have been very creative combining reading, writing, music, play and maths to great effect. 
All very exciting. 
 
Adventurers have had an equally active week combining activities such as rock-pooling, creating 
beach art, sewing, sketching and all the usual fun Maths and English activities that have kept them 
engaged and learning well. 
 
Active has also been the buzz word in Discoverers 
On Thursday ‘the ramps’ were brought out in the hall as a culmination to their stem project so the 
children had a chance to test the features of their vehicles (moon buggies). 
The children were able to explain in depth what their design features. What a great task. Thank you 
Mrs Maloney. 
 
 



 

 

Sports Day 
 
Sports day was fantastic. All the children were amazing and tried their absolute best. The morning 
featured sprints, obstacle course, egg and spoon races, 1 or two lap races and relays.  
Many children’s tee shirts were covered with stickers showing 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. 
Moreover the effort and attitude was exemplary as we expect at St Helens. 
 It is always pleasing to see the children finishing first or last all trying their best and supporting each 
other to the end. 
Thank you to Mrs Shenton, Mrs Sharp and Miss Ryan for their efforts preparing the children and 
organising the event. Thanks to the other adults for their support and of course thanks to the fantastic 
children for all their efforts.  
Well done everyone. This is another perfect example of why I am always happy to come to our 
school. 
 
 
Changes to Class Structure  
 
This week we have begun our transition meetings in preparation for next year. 
Although some teachers will continue to teach the same pupils next year, I have made a few changes 
to the current structure. 
 
Explorers welcome a full cohort of 15 in September with Mrs Lacey and Mrs Allman continuing to 
share teaching duties. They continue to be supported by the fantastic Mrs Sharp who will work 
throughout the week. Mrs Hickmott will also be a consistent member of the team to help support 
specific children. 
 
Mrs Rees and Mrs Yardley will welcome a new Year 1 cohort who will join the new Year 2 for the first 
time. Mrs Ashdown and Mrs Rue will add support for targeted children. 
 
Miss Pearson is moving to Discoverers. In November Mrs Leslie returns from maternity leave and 
they will share the teacher’s duties with Mrs Leslie teaching three days a week. Mrs Jenvey is looking 
forward to a change and will also be moving to the class. 
 
Mrs Maloney will therefore be transferring to Pioneers and will be joined by Mrs McDougall. 
 
Key Stage 2 and Adventurers will utilise Miss Ryan’s array of skills as she will support in a number of 
classes. 
 
It looks a sunny weekend is on the cards so I hope everyone enjoys the weather. 

 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Explorers 
 
This week Explorers have been busy practicing for sports day. They have all been very excited for 
this and have worked really hard. Mrs Sharp has been particularly impressed with their determination 
during her practice sessions and on the big day too. Well done Explorers we are all very proud of you. 
We continue to revise phase 2&3 sounds and tricky words in a variety of ways. One particular 
favourite this week was musical phonics statues. The children had to stop when the music stopped 
and call out the sound that was shown. They also had to apply that sound into a given word and write 
it on their whiteboard. They have also enjoyed playing tricky word corners outside and writing tricky 
words on a large perspex writing frame. 
We looked at one of the Explorers favourite stories this week ‘The Gingerbread Man’. Whilst reading 
the story we decided who would have each part of the story to retell on a story board. The children 
completed a large story board which spanned half of our classroom with them creating beautiful 
illustrations and writing, telling the story beautifully. 
In Maths this week the children have been looking at one more and one less and estimating. The 
‘How Many Jar’ has been a popular activity with the children each estimating how many objects are in 
the jar, we have had some very close guesses each week. 
Next week we look forward to our end of term beach trip on Thursday. Parents will receive a letter 
with more information about this.          
 
Adventurers 
 
 

We have had a very active and busy 
week in Adventures class.  
On Monday we started our DT project 
 using blanket stitch to create felt 
dinosaurs. The children have been 
really excited about starting this project 
and I was amazed at how quickly they 
made progress with their stitching as 
the week went on. Hopefully we will 
have these finished for the children to 
take home next week. 
In English the children enjoyed 
listening to The Secret of The Black 
Rock. They worked on rewriting this on 
story boards throughout the week. A 
really great effort by all the children.  
In Maths we have finished off 
assessment work and continued to 

focus on solving money problems.  
On Tuesday we really enjoyed our final beach school experience. We enjoyed rock pooling and 
creating beach art. The children also loved having the extra time to build castles and forts in teams.  
In geography we have been working on making messy map books based on our local study of St 
Helens. We have completed a survey on what St Helens means to us; where about St Helens is in 
reference to the Isle of Wight; making a birds eye view map of St Helens, sketching the Duver 



 

 

coastline and also measuring how far it will take to reach key places on foot. The children have also 
made a record of their beach school experience.  
On Wednesday Miss Ryan got the children ready for sports day with a practice of the events. On 
Thursday afternoon Mrs Shenton taught and played continuous cricket with the children. They also 
had a games lesson on Friday afternoon…these sporty children really do deserve a lazy weekend!  
Sports day was great fun and the children were fantastic. They all tried very hard and really enjoyed 
the experience of being outside together. There was lots of cheering for siblings and friends in 
different year groups.  
 
 
Discoverers 

 
This was a really exciting week in Discoverers class as this week we 
got to make an electric vehicle. The equipment and inspiration to do 
this STEM project arises from the Primary Engineer programme. 
Both Mrs Maloney and Mrs Rees have received training on how to 
teach the making of electric vehicles. So on Monday much of the 
day was spent carefully measuring and sawing wood, to make our 
wooden frames (chassis) for our vehicles. The children worked in 
pairs safely, with saws and wood glue to create a strong frame. On 
Tuesday morning we added to this frame a motor and a battery pack. 
Delicately the children adjusted their three cogs and hooked up 
elastic bands. In addition to this the children had to create two 
switches to complete their electrical circuits. Then we all waited with 
bated breath to see whether the vehicles would in fact move! YES 
SUCCESS…….Many vehicles were successful on their first attempt, 
which was very satisfying to all the children and the staff. The 
necessary adjustments were made to some vehicles to ensure that 
a complete electric circuit was made, as some loose connections 

had occurred and with a bit more patience (and wire stripping) the vehicles all moved.  

 

 
 

                    

Tuesday afternoon the children moved onto the design of the 
top of their vehicles. Following our successful space camp we 
decided to design moon buggies (or lunar vehicles).We were 
also inspired by the next visits to the moon which will be under 
the Artemis programme. (See NASA website for details). 



 

 

 
The design criteria was that these vehicles should carry two astronauts (without the 
astronauts falling out) as the vehicle drove up a ramp. As the children were working 
in pairs (a Year 3 and a Year 4 child) to create these vehicles , our designs had to 
be agreed by negotiation.  
 

 
Together the children were encouraged to bring in recycling 
items from home, that they might need to create the body of their 
lunar buggy.  
So throughout Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday   
morning they created the shell that would sit on top of the wooden 
frame and by Wednesday lunchtime they were ready for the final 
test… 
 

            
  
 Then on Thursday morning as a short interruption to our primary engineer 

project we had Sports morning. All of the children were excellent in their 
endeavours; running and showing real resilience and perseverance to 
complete each of the races. They had a great morning, the weather was fine , 
it was quite warm and a lot of water was drunk. They obviously missed seeing 
their parents but they all took part cheerfully and enthusiastically. I was very 
proud of the excellent attitude. 
 

 So back to primary engineer…Thursday afternoon 

was the big test. We started off in the hall and set up our ramp challenge and 
all of us were able to get our vehicle up the first ramp incline, a number of pairs 
got to the next level of steepness and at least one pair got the very steep ramp 
under their belt! No astronauts were harmed in any of the tests. (none fell out) 
Then we moved outside to the playground and the children were able to 
compare how the vehicles would move on all the different surfaces, some even 
went on the grass and were able to go up the ramp outside the mobile. I believe 
that this has been a very successful Stem project , the children have learnt a 
lot and I hope that the children have enjoyed it as much as I have. Thank you 



 

 

to Miss Gorman, Mrs McDougall and Mrs Ashdown supporting all the 
children with great effort and patience  throughout the project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pioneers 
 
It has been very interesting in Pioneers this week, with a varied curriculum such as: French, sports, 
science experiments and mathematical links across the curriculum. 
 
In Maths, the children learnt to add and subtract mixed numbers, as well as proper and improper 
fractions, by finding the lowest common denominator. Many children used their reasoning skills to 
convert between improper fractions and mixed numbers to help them solve the problems. Very well 
done everyone! 
 
There have been no English lessons this week but the class has been catching up on Topic work 
instead. They created a storyboard, showcasing the sequence of events that led to Tutankhamun's 
discovery and the supposed curse that followed. They also researched some more facts about 
different Pharaohs and completed a comprehension task on the life and death of Tutankhamun. In 
Guided Reading, the children drew a bird's eye view of Tutankhamn's tomb and identified several 
objects and artefacts that were found in the different rooms of Tut's tomb.  
 
For Science, the pupils created some line graphs based on their research of prefered foods and the 
amounts of exercise completed by their peers last week. This created a cross-curricular link between 
Science and Maths, which the children really enjoyed! 
 
On Wednesday, we had our long awaited French Day, which was very enjoyable! The pupils 
identified different types of foods, drinks, as well as animals and numbers. They learned to separate 
food and drink based on whether they loved, liked or disliked it.  
 
For Sports Day, the children enjoyed a range of interactive activities, such as: the egg and spoon 
race, hurdles, sprints, obstacles, long distance, short distance and relay competitions. It was great to 
see them enjoy themselves and compete in such fun races. 
 



 

 

On Friday, we had a Science morning, where we sat in different groups and completed a range of 
practical activities. They had to: create a car, create power via a lemon battery and light up a light 
bulb. Many children were able to use their reasoning and problem solving skills to correct their 
mistakes; they really enjoyed working as a team and were satisfied with their end products. Very well 
done everyone!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Well done to Alex for having an outstanding attitude to learning and for doing his best in all lessons.  
 
Well done to Laura for using her reasoning skills to subtract improper fractions and mixed numbers in 
Maths. 
 
Well done to George for being a good friend and role model to other children. 
 
Well done to Hadleigh for getting onto the extension work in all lessons, including a GCSE 
Foundation question in Maths.  
 
Next week will be an exciting and eventful one, with more exciting activities to come. I hope that 
everyone has an enjoyable, relaxing weekend and I look forward to seeing everyone on Monday.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Attendance week from:  
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 82.5% 0 0 10 4 

Adventurers 92.4% 0 0 8 10 

Discoverers 88.5% 0 0 6 33 

Pioneers 96.5% 1 20 1 6 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 90.9%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS  
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Frazer Nico 

Adventurers George SH Emily 

Adventurers Sami Blossom 

Discoverers Evie Katy 

Discoverers Jack Annabelle 

Pioneers Laura Alex 

Pioneers Hadleigh George 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Week commencing Monday 19th July – Reports out 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 11.00-12.00 
Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break at 3:00pm 
Tuesday 31st August – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 1st September – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Thursday 2nd September – School reopens at 8:45am for the Autumn Term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.  
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop


 

 

   
 
 

 
LTA Tennis sessions at Ventnor  
 
Please use the link below to access information about LTA Youth Start sessions for age 4-7 years at 
Ventnor Tennis club from 24th-28th August 

 
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclubspark.lta.org.uk%2FVentnorTenn

isClub%2FBookCourse%2F14bcab3d-6ede-4d07-9ce6-
9487c98a39c9&data=04%7C01%7C%7C13fe5441c09b4b78b4c808d9438ea676%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaa
aaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637615102212368400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLC
JQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0wdZHECYMtncMnDCOKgeP%2BXT8K%2B

R532%2FoLHjpcASFt0%3D&reserved=0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclubspark.lta.org.uk%2FVentnorTennisClub%2FBookCourse%2F14bcab3d-6ede-4d07-9ce6-9487c98a39c9&data=04%7C01%7C%7C13fe5441c09b4b78b4c808d9438ea676%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637615102212368400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0wdZHECYMtncMnDCOKgeP%2BXT8K%2BR532%2FoLHjpcASFt0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclubspark.lta.org.uk%2FVentnorTennisClub%2FBookCourse%2F14bcab3d-6ede-4d07-9ce6-9487c98a39c9&data=04%7C01%7C%7C13fe5441c09b4b78b4c808d9438ea676%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637615102212368400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0wdZHECYMtncMnDCOKgeP%2BXT8K%2BR532%2FoLHjpcASFt0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclubspark.lta.org.uk%2FVentnorTennisClub%2FBookCourse%2F14bcab3d-6ede-4d07-9ce6-9487c98a39c9&data=04%7C01%7C%7C13fe5441c09b4b78b4c808d9438ea676%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637615102212368400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0wdZHECYMtncMnDCOKgeP%2BXT8K%2BR532%2FoLHjpcASFt0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclubspark.lta.org.uk%2FVentnorTennisClub%2FBookCourse%2F14bcab3d-6ede-4d07-9ce6-9487c98a39c9&data=04%7C01%7C%7C13fe5441c09b4b78b4c808d9438ea676%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637615102212368400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0wdZHECYMtncMnDCOKgeP%2BXT8K%2BR532%2FoLHjpcASFt0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclubspark.lta.org.uk%2FVentnorTennisClub%2FBookCourse%2F14bcab3d-6ede-4d07-9ce6-9487c98a39c9&data=04%7C01%7C%7C13fe5441c09b4b78b4c808d9438ea676%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637615102212368400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0wdZHECYMtncMnDCOKgeP%2BXT8K%2BR532%2FoLHjpcASFt0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclubspark.lta.org.uk%2FVentnorTennisClub%2FBookCourse%2F14bcab3d-6ede-4d07-9ce6-9487c98a39c9&data=04%7C01%7C%7C13fe5441c09b4b78b4c808d9438ea676%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637615102212368400%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0wdZHECYMtncMnDCOKgeP%2BXT8K%2BR532%2FoLHjpcASFt0%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


