
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 2nd July 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have enjoyed another week at school with the children continuing to experience a range of 
different activities. 
 
Year 5 concluded their sailing adventures, Discoverers managed a second pool visit, Mrs McDougall 
has been concocting a Year 6 leaver’s video and all the children had a visit from the fire brigade to 
talk about fire safety. I must admit, I will definitely not be leaving my phone on charge overnight 
anymore! It was interesting to see some children nod quite a lot when the officer discussed potential, 
dangers regarding some households’ current practices!! 
 
I have received the children’s end of year reports from the teachers which I am enjoying reading; they 
will be ready to go out in a couple of weeks. 
 
Next week there will be a number firsts for the children. 
 
In class Pioneers have been using their knowledge of Tutankhamun to sharpen their inference skills 
and used a number of concrete materials to support their maths work. Their art work was impressive. 
The children had a range of different Egyptian images to test themselves. Hadleigh, George and the 
Harrys chose a challenging landscape featuring the River Nile to paint. 
 
Explorers have continued to develop a range of essential skills including writing basic sentences, 
developing new vocabulary, telling the time and looking at positive and negative symbols. I know they 
loved all the running this week, the morning wake up shake up and designing their own ice cream 
shop! 
 
Discoverers have had the joy of assessments this week - as expected they applied themselves fully. 
The Tudor- based PowerPoints promise to be very exciting and full of interest. 
 
Adventurers have been consolidating their knowledge of subtraction, designing cars and learning 
about staying safe in the sun. The teachers are being very secretive about the new class book. I 
wonder if any of the children have any inclination as to the title and author. 

 
My groups have been amazing this week. The Year 3 English group are creating some wonderful 
sentences that in turn will result in a creative passage. Obie and Milly were particularly enthusiastic 
and creative. Year 4 mathematicians were excellent. Sammy and Dawson joined the group excelling 
in complex fraction work alongside Wesley whose knowledge shone through. Year 2 mathematicians 



 

 

worked on division this week with Bella and Hannah very quick to enhance their skills. My new group 
of Year 5 boys compared active and passive. Daniel, Ryan and Jack were able to write sentences in 
both forms by the end of the session. Well done everyone. 
Last week our attendance took a major turn for the worse with children in two of our classes falling 
foul of the various bugs doing the rounds which looks like it has continued into this week. 
I hope Monday brings better health for everyone. 
 
Have a perfect weekend. 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
 
Explorers 
 
Explorers took part in a fire safety workshop this week. They were shown a video about the 
importance of not playing with matches and fire. They also competed their very own risk assessment, 
circling any dangers they could see in a picture they were given. I was very impressed with their keen 
eye, spotting lots of potential hazards. They were also given homework from the fire safety officer to 
ask adults at home to check their smoke alarms. They also discussed what to do in an emergency 
situation and learnt ‘Stop, Drop and Roll’ and were also reminded of what number to call in an 
emergency. 
In PE this week Explorers have continued to develop upon their track running in preparation for sports 
day and applying their skills with aiming and throwing. 
In the hope of some summer weather returning Explorers decided to set up an ice cream shop this 
week. They made their own cones with card and then used shaving foam for the ice cream. They 
then explored the garden for toppings. We had flowers as the flakes, then mint, rosemary and 
lavender for sprinkles. They looked very nice but not nice enough to eat unfortunately. 
Explorers have been practicing to write sentences this week and enjoyed playing tricky word corners. 
This involved running to the tricky word called and then writing it on a big sheet of paper. 
In Maths they have also been making clocks and focusing on ‘o’clock’. They have also been looking 
at plus and minus symbols, consolidating their understanding of what each one means. They have 
started looking at numbers to 50 by playing bingo which they really enjoyed. 
 
Adventurers 
 
Although only a short week, Adventurers have still managed to achieve so much this week. In 
English, the children were introduced to our new class book. The title and the front cover is a secret 
at the moment, as after reading just the first two pages, the children have been writing about what 
they think the book will be about. We have had a focus on handwriting (letter formation and joining 
our writing) and the children have produced some beautifully presented work. In Maths, the children 
have revisited subtraction. We have used number lines to jump backwards, and have been finding the 
difference by counting up. To further their knowledge, the children have attempted subtraction word 
problems. In preparation for our STEM project next week, the children have been designing their 
cars. There are some great ideas including rainbows, Star Wars, dinosaurs, X Box and animal 
designs. I can’t wait to get started on this project and see their designs come to life! As the weather 
seems to be picking up, I decided to take our PHSE lesson outside this afternoon, where we 
discussed keeping safe in the sun. The children are now fully prepared for a lovely warm summer! On 
Wednesday morning we were lucky enough to have a fire safety talk from a community firefighter. 



 

 

The children all listened well and took on board the important safety information that he needed to get 
across to them. Well done Adventurers, another great week! 
Mrs Yardley. 
 
 
Discoverers 
 
Hello, 
This week in Discoverers, has been an assessment week. The children have all worked 
extremely hard, (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday) and with  great deal of concentration to 
complete written formal assessments in reading,  grammar and maths. These formative  
 assessments help me as a teacher in making my overall end of year judgement, as to whether your 
children have reached their age related expectations. This information will be on the school reports 
which will be issued shortly. 

 

 

On Tuesday in PSHE as a follow up from our  RNLI visit last week 
the children continued studying water safety and can repeat the 
four key water safety messages: 

1. Stop and think. 
2. Stay together. 
3. Float. 
4. Call 999 and ask for the Coastguard 

  

On Wednesday we were lucky enough to have a fire safety 
talk from a community firefighter. The children were 
knowledgeable about the dangers of matches and what they 
should do if they discovered a fire. Next week we are going 
to get the children to consider further aspects of fire safety. 
The children were also asked to go home and get their 
parents to test their smoke alarms. Did you check yours? 

 
Both these visits have shoe-horned perfectly into the Discoverers RE topic of Protection. The children 
are really considering how to protect themselves in many areas this half term. 

In History (and ICT ) following our visit to Carisbrooke Castle we 
have each started creating a PowerPoint aimed at other children in 
Year 3 and 4. The PowerPoint is to inform other children of why 
Carisbrooke Castle is interesting to visit and why it was important   
in Tudor times. 
The second week of swimming went well and all children are now 
getting used to the exciting routine on a Wednesday. I am very 
impressed with the children’s organisational skills and 
independence; they have also been extremely well behaved. Well 
done Discoverers. 



 

 

 

Pioneers 

It has been another exciting week in Pioneers. The children experienced a varied curriculum; they 
painted their drawings of doves in R.E., wrote annotations of how doves are used during different 
celebrations; experienced a fire safety presentation from an outside visitor on Wednesday and 
enjoyed making a music video with Mrs McDougall. During the Summer Term, the children carried out 
athletic and rounders activities in P.E., which they have all participated well in.  

In Maths, the children have been using the Numicon resource to help them identify prime and 
composite numbers. Prime numbers have only two factors - 1 and itself, whereas composite numbers 
have more than two factors. Some of the children were even able to recognise prime and composite 
numbers that are over one hundred. Very impressive work! 

 
In English, the children have been developing their comprehensive understanding of the discovery of 
Tutankhamun's tomb in 1922. They were really engaged all week and were fascinated with the 
supposed 'Curse of Tutankhamun'. The children developed their inference skills during the week, 
stating that Tutankhamun probably died unexpectedly because his burial was rushed. They wrote 
down some sentences about Tut's discovery, using relative pronouns and relative and passive 
clauses to up-level their writing. Well done everyone!  
 
Well done to Ryan for identifying the factors of different numbers and for recognising that 159 is a 
composite number because it has more than two factors.  
 
Well done to Daniel for recognising a range of relative pronouns in our class discussions. 
 
Well done to Galt for working hard in all lessons and for making excellent progress with prime and 
composite numbers. 
 
Well done to Jacob for writing the correct relative pronouns with his nouns in English. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance week from: 21/06/2021 to 25/06/2021 



 

 

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 76.3% 1 40 11 8 

Adventurers 83.5% 0 0 10 30 

Discoverers 95.6% 0 0 0 15 

Pioneers 98% 1 10 2 2 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 91%, which is below the 
national expectation of 96% 

 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Berry Finnlay 

Adventurers George S-H Micah M 

Adventurers Alexis Bella 

Discoverers Milly A Nikola 

Discoverers Annie-May Alex L 

Pioneers Ryan Daniel 

Pioneers Jacob Galt 

 
 

 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Lottie age 8 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 



 

 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 

Midday Supervisory Assistant Vacancy 
 
We are looking to recruit an additional MSA to support our current staff from September. Lunchtime 
supervisors have a range of duties and responsibilities which typically include: 

 effective supervising pupils in the dining hall  
 helping pupils with a variety of tasks, such as cutting up their food  
 cleaning up spillages  
 helping to clear away food and stack tables and chairs after pupils have left the dining hall 
 ensuring pupils keep out of areas that are out of bounds, and don't leave the school premises 
 dealing with misbehaviour and reporting any problems they are unable to resolve to the duty teacher 

or head teacher 
 tending to pupils who are sick or injured, ensuring they receive appropriate medical attention, and 

reporting any serious accidents 
 being aware of responsibilities under child protection legislation, and reporting concerns to a senior 

supervisor or the head teacher 



 

 

 assisting with play activities if required. 

The following skills would be helpful: 

 enjoyment of working with children and the ability to control and supervise them 
 patience 
 the ability to stay calm 
 good communication skills 
 the ability to work as part of a team 

If you are interested in applying for this position, please contact the school office. 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
 
Monday 5th July – Adventurers Dinosaur Isle visit 
Thursday 8th July – Online Safety workshops (rescheduled from 10th June) 
Friday 9th July – Year 6 beach trip 
Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th July – Year 6 Transition Days 
Thursday 15th July – Sports Day* - for children only 
*Friday 16th July – back up Sports Day in case of bad weather on Thursday 
Friday 16th July – School reports out 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 11.00-12.00 
Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break at 3:00pm 
Tuesday 31st August – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 1st September – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Thursday 2nd September – School reopens at 8:45am for the Autumn Term 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 
Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop


 

 

 
 

The activity providers are as follows: 

Aspire Ryde 

Children's play session and healthy meal in the 
Kingdom play activity centre. Forty spaces 
available per day over the holidays. 
Email: info@aspireryde.org.uk 

Brading Bunch 

The Brading Bunch are offering sessions for eight 
to 18 year olds at Brading Youth and Community 
Centre. Offering lots of activities ranging from music 
and theatre workshops to arts and crafts. 
Bookings: gin.jane.b@gmail.com 

CM Sports 

CM Sports is offering sports coaching and arts and 
crafts activities for eligible children aged five to 11 
in Newport (Barton Primary and Nine Acres 
Primary). Bookings: 02392 987881 or 
visit: http://www.cm-sports.co.uk   

Community Action 

Community Action are delivering activities such as sports, drama, singing and yoga for ages eight to 
16 years old at the Parkside Pavilion in East Cowes. Bookings email HAF@actioniw.org.uk 

Island Riding Centre 

Riding sessions with a healthy lunch provided for ages six to 14. Bookings: (01983) 214000 or 
email summer@islandriding.com   

Nine Acres Primary School 

Nine Acres Primary School are providing activities for ages six to ten years old. Activities include art, 
music and team games. Bookings: lauren.shobbrook@nineacrespri.co.uk or call: (01983) 522984. 

Scalllywags (Broadlea Primary School) 

Scallywags Holiday Fun Club are offering spaces for ages three to 18 years old. 
Email: scallywags0@btinternet.com for more information. 

 

mailto:info@aspireryde.org.uk
mailto:gin.jane.b@gmail.com
https://smex12-5-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cm%2dsports.co.uk&umid=06744f6e-3a74-4208-a0fe-e46691a41aa9&auth=deae9df3bf5fbb9f69ad7ce337cfedd0322e23b1-05ab442b1f5b76bc673b469dc4356ae3df07d0e1
mailto:HAF@actioniw.org.uk
mailto:summer@islandriding.com
mailto:lauren.shobbrook@nineacrespri.co.uk
mailto:scallywags0@btinternet.com


 

 

Theatre Educational 

Theatre Educational has a range of professional, experienced community arts tutors who will provide 
arts and theatre themed activity for seven to 16 year olds at Oakfield and Barton primary schools. 
Visit  www.theatreeducational.co.uk  

West Wight Nursery 

West Wight Nursery are offering places for five to ten year olds. Bookings: (01983) 640190. 

YMCA 

YMCA are offering places at its day camps throughout the summer holidays for children aged up to 
12 years old. Email: whnursery@ymca-fg.org or call (01983) 862441 (option 4). 

Ventnor Town Council 

Ventnor Town Council are providing sessions at St Catherine's School offering activities including arts 
and crafts, sports, bush craft and much more. For 11 to 16 years old. 
Email: jordan@ventnortowncouncil.org.uk 

 

Ventnor Community Early Years 

Ventnor Community Early Years are providing sessions offering activities including gymnastics, 
dance, arts and crafts, sports, and forest school and much more. For five to ten year olds. 
Email: ventnorcommunityearlyyears@gmail.com or call (01983) 856868. 

 

https://smex12-5-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.theatreeducational.co.uk&umid=06744f6e-3a74-4208-a0fe-e46691a41aa9&auth=deae9df3bf5fbb9f69ad7ce337cfedd0322e23b1-4fdf34656cbd3bc1f2ae039dd5c0537a3c7d7a05
mailto:whnursery@ymca-fg.org
mailto:jordan@ventnortowncouncil.org.uk
mailto:ventnorcommunityearlyyears@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

                



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 


