
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 9th July 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had another enjoyable and exciting week at school. Although a little quieter than usual, the 
children have continued to work well and impress everyone at St Helens. 
 
Attendance has been low in a number of classes with some of the younger pupils continuing to catch 
summer bugs that are doing the rounds. Although unrelated please note the message below: 
 
COVID 19 symptoms in children 

  
Children can get coronavirus (COVID-19), but they seem to get it less often than adults and it's 
usually less serious. 

The main symptoms of COVID-19 are: 

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours 

 a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or 
things smell or taste different to normal 
  

Although most likely unrelated, we have had some children with chesty coughs and colds so please 
can we ask you to be vigilant and ensure your children are well enough to attend school.  
 
If your child has a cough it would be appropriate for them to have a PCR test. 
 
 
The weather has improved a little this week so the children have been enjoying the outside 
environment. PE lessons are following the seasonal athletics feel at this time of year in preparation 
for next week’s sports day. Please remember that sports day has been arranged for Thursday this 
year in order to accommodate a number of other events therefore children will need their kits. 
Sadly, we are unable to invite parents. 
 
On a sports theme, swimming is continuing until the end of the term. We also plan to have sports club 
in the final week. I have noticed a couple of sessions which have been light in numbers. Please let 



 

 

the class teachers know in advance if your child is not attending as the school employs Mrs Shenton 
to take clubs as well as her lessons during the day. 
Please note from next year we will be charging a nominal fee paid in advance for after school clubs in 
order to cater for our expenses. 
 
Thank you Alexis for your amazing sand sculptures and green-fingerness. 
 
 

  
 
 

    
 
 



 

 

On Thursday Mr Ellis, a specialist in ICT safety joined the classes and discussed a series of topics 
relevant to the age of the pupils. He was very impressed with the attitude of the children and the level 
of questions they offered. I quote. 
 ‘‘the children were superb.’’ 
As a school, safeguarding will always be our priority. Please note Thinkuknow, SWGfL and CEOP are 
websites you can refer to if you have concerns outside of school. 
 
On Friday Year 6 have a beach morning which I will look forward to hearing about later in the week. 
 
Meanwhile in class: 
 
The entrepreneurs were out in force in Pioneers class as they become business persons for the day, 
using spreadsheets to analyse data. In Maths they tackled the difficult concept of comparing fractions, 
decimals and percentages while in English they were using their persuasive writing skills linked to 
their unit on Egyptians. Meanwhile Miss Pearson segued beautifully by talking about celebrations in 
general to end of year celebrations which is very relevant to Year 6 children especially. 
 
Teachers in Explorers require the ability to change plans at the drop of a hat in line with the interests 
of the children. As you can see below, music festivals were on the children’s mind this week. In fact 
Mrs Anderson and I were very confused on Thursday when a page unusually came through via the 
office printer with the word ticket on it. Now we know why! 
 
In Discovers, Mrs Maloney has been inspired by the Tour de France and turned French for the week. 

At a push I’m guessing Je voudrais panier repas ou dîner de l'école  
Means I would like a school dinner? 
As you can see below the children tackled a number of French related subjects and enjoyed 
the experience. 
 
Finally Adventurers have had a really exciting week with Dinosaur Isle, Primary Engineer 
project, internet safety training in addition to the usual range of fun activities.  
Their new class text, The Secret of Black Rock by Joe Todd-Stanton is an exciting read that 
kept the children guessing. 
 
I hope everyone has a fantastic weekend. 
  
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
Explorers 
 
This week the children showed an interest in music festivals, so we decided to have our own 
Explorers Festival. The children have made tickets, independently cutting and then writing what day 
the ticket is for and how much it cost. We then discussed what we could do to let people know about 
our festival and it was decided we would need to make posters to advertise. We saw some great 
posters being made with details of which artist is playing and on what day. They also wrote festival 
signs which directed festival goers to the correct place. We looked at money and checked we would 
have enough coins to buy our tickets and how much we would need if we bought more than one 
ticket. 



 

 

The children then decorated the garden and set up a stage. We had music playing and the children 
playing their own music using instruments. We had bubble wands and dressing up clothes, it was a 
brilliant festival. The children then made flags and some decided to make their own festival stage 
puppet shows using the shoe boxes, they all had great ideas and designs. 
We continue to revise our tricky words and a particular favourite at the moment is the dinosaur tricky 
word rap which the class love watching. We have also been playing a tricky word fetching game 
where the children have to run to a tricky word, collect it and make it back to home before the timer 
ends. On Fridays the children love to listen to the Friday song and are currently creating a new wake 
up shake up routine especially for Friday mornings.                  
 
 
Adventurers 
 

Another busy week which started at Dinosaur 
Isle on Monday. The children had a 
fantastic time. At the start of the visit the 
children were shown an assortment of fossils 
and interesting artefacts in the discovery 
rooms upstairs. They were able to ask and 
answer lots of dinosaur related questions. I 
heard that the moving robotic dinosaur was 
also a hit with many of the children. Then 
the children were really lucky to have 
the whole museum closed off just for our 
class to explore and receive a guided tour. 
There are many interactive features in the 
museum which the children 
were able to enjoy. After lunch they went on a 
guided walk along Yaverland beach. Our 

guides were fantastic and able to help the children identify fossils and they even pointed out real 
dinosaur footprints! I know many of the children said they would try to find these footprints to their 
family this weekend-good luck to our budding palaeontologists. 
 

In English the children were really excited to unwrap the cover of our latest 
class text, The secret of Black Rock. They tried to work out what the secret 
might be before reading the full story. The children had many imaginative 
ideas about the secret and the Black Rock such as inside is a hidden 
treasure trove; Godzilla is hiding under the water; a prehistoric dinosaur is 
sleeping; it's a dormant volcano and a secret beautiful garden is on the 
other side full of magical creatures. Some children even thought the story 
might be like Moanna....the rock is a sleeping goddess which will awake 
once Erin, the story character, arrives. Please ask the children about the 
story as I am sure they will be able to tell you what the secret of the Black 
Rock is.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Excitingly, on Thursday we took part in a Primary Engineer project 
linked to KS1 national curriculum - The Shoebox Car!  Primary 
Engineer is a national not for profit organisation which supports 
schools in developing engineering skills. It also inspires children to 
see themselves as the problem-solvers and innovators of the future 
by bringing engineering to life in classrooms.   The children were 
very keen to use the DT tools e.g. saws, hole punchers and 
sandpaper. On Friday they finished their vehicles by adding some 
additional design features e.g. bumpers and seats. Once the 

children made their cars they were put through rigorous testing down ramps for speed and 
precision. It was a super day. 
 
In Maths the children have been learning about money. We have revised identifying coins, making 
amounts, different ways to make the same amount and giving change. Working with money would be 
a super summer time maths project for all the children in Adventurers class. Please encourage them 
to pay for items in the shops with coins, make and play shops at home, print with money, order 
money, count out coins etc.  
 
 
Discoverers 
 

In the Discoverers class this week, following our stimulating 
timetable of assessments last week we have been practising 
a modern foreign language, namely French. All the children 
have been speaking and writing in French. 
Their learning has included; answering the register daily in 
French asking for either a packed lunch or school dinner.  
Bonjour Madame Malone, Je voudrais panier repas ou dîner 
de l'école. 
Explaining how they feel, eg Je suis très bien ou Je suis 
comme ci, comme ca! Their names and ages, eg Je 
m’appelle Elsie. J’ai neuf ans.  
 

We also learnt how to say when our birthday was; describe the relationships in our family;   
our pets and their names; ten colours and several parts of the body. To challenge themselves 
further, the children  also conducted a couple of maths lessons using numbers in French. We 
were practising numbers up to 31. (trente et un). On Monday in our art lesson, continuing the 
French theme most of the class produced a watercolour of the Eiffel Tower.  
On Thursday we all had great fun drawing an alien and practising our French writing by 
putting together sentences including colours , body parts and numbers. Eg; Mon monstre a 
trois yeux verts, (translates to My monster has three green eyes. or literally translates as My 
monster has three eyes green). We were all fascinated by the different word order used in 
French and the different pronunciation of letters and sounds. 
I can happily report that all the children were willing to have a go at speaking in French out 
loud to the class; I think they all enjoyed the experience. 
 



 

 

Also on Thursday afternoon the Discoverers had a very informative 
workshop led by Rob Ellis about online safety and how the children 
can best understand their digital footprint. If you would like to easily 
access resources as a parent about online safety please try this 

recommended website: Thinkuknow  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Pioneers 
 
It has been a varied week in Pioneers, with a mixture of: computing, Art, English, Maths, Science, 
research and extracurricular activities. 
 
For English, the children completed their final independent write for the year - a formal, persuasive 
letter from Howard Carter to Lord Carnarvon, urging him to visit Egypt to open the intact tomb of 
Tutankhamun. The children were able to recall the story of how Howard Carter found Tutankhamun's 
tomb very well and they used some up-levelled, exciting adjectives to describe the discovery. Well 
done everyone!  
 
In Maths, the children used base hundreds to solve equivalences between fractions, decimals and 
percentages. The class realised that 20/100 is equivalent to 1/5 because twenty goes into one 
hundred five times. Using the same reasoning skills, the children were able to understand that 40/100 
would be equivalent to 2/5 and that 60/100 would be equivalent to 3/5. We discussed how 1/5 is 
smaller than 1/2. At one point, the pupils had to order a mixture of fractions and decimals in 
chronological order (0.75, 1/2, 2/5, 0.3 and 7/10). Many children realised that 0.75 was the biggest 
amount. Well done everybody! 
 
The children started a case study on Tuesday afternoon, where they had to research and present 
information about a Pharaoh of their own choice. In R.E., the class compared celebrations such as: 
birthdays, weddings, baptisms and end of year school celebrations to events in their own lives. 
 
On Thursday, during our ICT day, the children enjoyed analysing business data and working out the 
number of annual sales for different companies in ICT. Some pupils even stated that they felt like real 
life entrepreneurs! They all worked really hard and concentrated very well. I was really impressed with 
all of them, well done everybody!  
 
Friday was a really special day, as the Year 6 children went to St Helen's beach with Mrs Hickmott 
and myself. We played some games and ate a lovely picnic. It was a really enjoyable end of 
year celebration for the Year 6 pupils! Meanwhile, the Year 5 children used tea bags, A3 paper and 
Egyptian images to create a secondary source of life in Ancient Egypt with Mrs Jenvey. Very good 
work!  
 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


 

 

The children have been learning about the different impacts of drugs, exercise and diet on the human 
body in Science. They completed a peer assessment of each other and researched different facts 
such as preferred foods and the amount of exercise completed by different children. They then 
presented this information in a scatter graph.  
 
Well done to Sarah for independently analysing business sales in ICT and for supporting other 
children with their work.  
 
Well done to Georgia-Rose for trying her best in all lessons, for being a good role model to other 
children and for making some good progress with her Maths work.  
 
Well done to Jasmine for bringing joy and laughter to the classroom with her jokes and sense of 
humour. 
 
Well done to Daisy for some outstanding work in English and Maths. Daisy was able to independently 
convert between fractions, decimals and percentages.  
 

 
Attendance week from: 28/06/2021 to 02/07/2021 

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 84.4% 0 0 6 4 

Adventurers 84.5% 0 0 0 30 

Discoverers 92.9% 0 0 2 17 

Pioneers 96.3% 0 0 2 4 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 90.5%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 

 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Thomas age 6 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Ria Zach 

Adventurers George Barnaby 

Adventurers Micah F Alba 

Discoverers Pippa Josiah 

Discoverers James Evelyn S-H 

Pioneers Sarah Georgia-Rose 

Pioneers Daisy Jasmine 

 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 



 

 

PE Kit Day Change 
 
Please can children come into school on Wednesday 14th in school uniform & PE kit on Thursday 
15th instead.  
 
 
SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE - START THINKING ABOUT THE AUTUMN TERM! 
FOSH will be holding second hand uniform sales every afternoon next week from 2.30 until 3.15 at 
the front of school.  Come had have a look and get ahead with organising uniform for 
September.  Most items 50p, cash only please.  Additional items are also available via the online 
shop.  
If you have items that you would like to donate, please leave them in the box outside the school 
office and they will be added to next week's sales/the online shop. 
 
 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Thursday 15th July – Sports Day* - for children only. PE kits to be worn 
*Friday 16th July – back up Sports Day in case of bad weather on Thursday 
Friday 16th July – School reports out 
Friday 23rd July – Leavers’ Assembly 11.00-12.00 
Friday 23rd July - School closes for the Summer Break at 3:00pm 
Tuesday 31st August – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 1st September – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Thursday 2nd September – School reopens at 8:45am for the Autumn Term 
 
 
 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 

 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
 
Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 
All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 

 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to sign up for Schools Walk the Wight – 12 September 
2021! 
  
This year, due to postponing the date as a result of COVID restrictions, families can sign up online for 
2021. 
  
Sign up here https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/register-to-walk-the-wight using the code SWTW-2021-FT09 
  
If you do not have access to the internet, please call Mountbatten Fundraising on 01983 217300 for 
assistance. 
  
Fundraising packs are available from £3.50 for an entire family and we encourage children to 
complete their maps and fundraise over the summer. There is also an option to pay £30 for the whole 
family, with optional fundraising. 
  
All funds raised go towards helping Island families cope with death, dying and bereavement when 
they need our help the most – including children’s bereavement sessions and services. It is vital that 
we keep these services running for our Island community, as more and more of us are affected every 
year. 
  
The Schools Walk Start will be held at Freshwater Bay at 10am as in previous years and the on the 
day details will be available on our website nearer to the event. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop
https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/register-to-walk-the-wight


 

 

  
I have missed seeing your children’s lovely smiling faces and enthusiasm this year in our assemblies 
and we all hope that as many of you will join in this year’s Schools Walk the Wight and help us to 
raise the funds we need to keep our Mountbatten Nurses caring. It should be quite a party! 
  
  
Dani 
  
  
Daniella Johnson 
Community Events Fundraiser & Schools Walk the Wight Coordinator 
Mountbatten 
Email: Daniella.Johnson@mountbatten.org.uk 

 
  

 |  Tel: 01983 217333 direct/217300 office 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

mailto:Daniella.Johnson@mountbatten.org.uk
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