
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 10th September 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had an excellent first full week at school. As I have walked around the school at different 
times throughout the week, I can’t fail to be impressed with the attitude of the children.  
 
All the children have settled very well with the new Explorers making a great impression on the 
teaching staff. They have mixed very well as a class and even attended their first assembly on Friday. 
I am pleased to say they were a delight and credit to the school. Well done everyone. 
 
On Friday I worked with the some of the year 6 children supporting their Maths and English lessons. It 
helped to reaffirm why I became a teacher many years ago when we have such hard working children 
at St Helens. Ryan and Jack impressed with their tables knowledge and Laura with her good all round 
knowledge and participation. Daniel was on particularly good form in English!! 
 
At our school we advocate a broad and balanced curriculum so to help complement the great maths 
and English work, Adventurers have been making, painting, writing and doing everything London, 
whilst Pioneers have undertaken some great science, History (Victorians) and ICT and Discoverers 
have enjoyed learning about America, PE, ICT and circle time.  
 
I was very fortunate to watch Pioneers interpret the industrial revolution through dance on Friday.  
The routines were outstanding with Georgia-Rose, Daniel, Harvey and Roo really catching the eye 
due to the speed of some of the moves, whilst William demonstrated his athleticism in his group’s 
piece. This was such imaginative work which I know many would love to see. Thanks Mrs McDougall 
and Pioneers. 
 
I’m sure the children can look forward to lots of fun and exciting opportunities in the future. 
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Explorers 
 
Explorers have had a fantastic start to school, we have been so impressed and proud of how well 
they have adapted to school life. Mrs Lacey, Mrs Sharp, Mrs Hickmott and I, have all said what a 
lovely first week we have had with the Explorers. Mrs Shenton also commented on how impressed 
she was with their PE abilities and was excited for this coming year. This week Explorers have been 
making themselves at home within their classroom and getting used to their surroundings. Particular 
favourites have been the mud kitchen, construction site and rowing boat. They have also enjoyed lots 
of stories together, playing rhyming games (silly soup they really found funny), painting self-portraits 
for our display board and having lots of fun learning how to use all the new equipment.  
 
Adventurers 
 
We have had a good start to this term, it has been lovely to have the children back at school. They 
have been very well behaved and happy to be back with friends. 
  
We have shared our new text “The Queen’s hat” in our English lessons. All the children thought about 
where the Queen’s hat could go and they came up with lots of fun ideas. For example, Micah M said 
“The Queen’s hat went into the Gruffalo’s swamp.” Later in the week the children wrote letters and 
post cards to the Queen to tell her where to find her hat!  
In Maths the children were counting, working on number formation and investigating place value.  
We have started our new Topic which is based on London. In Geography we used google earth to 
locate the UK. Then we labelled UK maps with the four countries and surrounding seas. The children 
found London on their map. We have also made a large class map of London detailing key landmarks 
which we can refer to in our lessons. 
In Art the children created a picture of Tower Bridge using a colour wash background and tissue 
paper for the River Thames. They also painted soldiers for our Queens Guard and used blocks of 
colours to create Union Jack flags.  
Alongside this the children have enjoyed PE and games with Mrs Shenton, phonics lessons, RE with 
Mrs Yardley and some extra golden time and playtimes with their friends to help them settle into Year 
1/2. It’s been a busy week and I am sure the children are looking forward to a break this weekend! 
We will look forward to seeing them again next week. 
 
Discoverers 
 
It has been a fantastic start to the school year in Discoverers! I have been so impressed with all of the 
children. They have all worked so hard and have been super engaged in every lesson, very well done 
everyone!  
 
In Maths, the children used place value counters to enhance their understanding of Thousands, 
Hundreds, Tens and Ones. They then partitioned and rounded numbers to a nearest place value. 
Very well done everyone! Especially to those who were able to round numbers in the Tens of and 
even Hundred of Thousand places! Superb work. 
 
In English, the children learnt about Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming, USA and the Lake 
District in the North of England, UK. This coincides with our topic this term - to compare and contrast 
the UK and the USA, as the children are learning about National Parks in those two countries. We 
discussed various adjectives to describe the two parks and came up with some fantastic ideas, such 
as: peaceful, vast, colourful, loud, serene, calm, haunting, quiet and dangerous. On Friday, we 



 

 

discussed the purposes behind National Parks and the reasoning behind peoples' decisions to go on 
holiday there.  
 
We started learning about the importance and management of friendships in PSHE and the children 
have begun to break down the messages in stories in R.E. For Geography, we identified different 
states on a US map and the children learnt their usernames and passwords in ICT. We have started 
having weekly French lessons; in this week, we learnt about different cities in France.  
 
Next week, the children will start to take books home for reading. On their reading records you will 
find their login information for TT Rock Stars. TT Rock Stars has proven to enhance children's times 
table understanding, which will help them in other areas of Maths as well. It is important that the 
children practice their times tables weekly at home, on a laptop, computer or IPAD.  
 
I am really looking forward to next week. Well done everyone for working so hard and I hope you all 
have a lovely, relaxing weekend.  
 
Well done to Ruby for partitioning hundred and thousand numbers correctly in Maths. Superb!  
 
Well done to Katy for some outstanding written work in English. She suggested some fabulous 
adjectives when describing Yellowstone National Park. Well done! 
 
Well done to Obie for helping other children to do their work and for doing his best in every lesson.  
 
Well done to Alfie for making excellent progress with his place value work and for maintaining a 
fantastic attitude all week.  
 
Pioneers 
 
Welcome back to school. The Pioneers  team of Mrs Maloney, Mrs McDougal, Miss Ryan, Miss Gorman 
and Mrs Ashdown are looking forward to teaching and learning with your children. 

This week in Pioneers we have been using our new book Street Child by Berlie 
Doherty to capture the vocabulary and understand the life of some children in 
Victorian times who had no choice but to be in a workhouse. We have looked at 
similarities and differences between our lives and the lives experienced by 
Victorian children in workhouses. An independently written diary entry of a child 
in a workhouse was completed on Thursday and I am very impressed with the 
writing I have seen so far as it illustrates an understanding of how bleak life in 
the workhouse was. Here are some examples from the children’s books. 
 
It’s 3:00am now; I haven't slept at all because it's too cold in the dormitory. 
Yesterday was horrid and I was longing for it to end.  I'll tell you what happened; 
you’ll probably feel bad for me.  
The master busted into the dormitory, waking everyone instantly, he was not 
happy because someone had escaped. 

 
For dinner we had more stale bread and it drains all our happiness. I really want to leave. I have a 
brother but he eats dinner with the boys so I don't see him. 
 
Master Kay and Mistress Fisher came striding in at 5:36 am; we all stayed deadly silent. I watched in 
saddened agony as an 11 year old girl was caned just because she was fidgeting. 



 

 

  
In Maths we are looking at place value and in Year 6 we are now considering numbers up to a million. 
This unit for both Year 5 and Year 6 is about developing their understanding of number and place value 
and addition and subtraction. It is important to ensure that pupils have a deep understanding of larger 
numbers and decimals and are able to represent numbers using concrete resources and a range of 
mathematical diagrams and representations.  
The number line is a key model in securing pupils' conceptual understanding of comparing and ordering 
numbers and to support mental calculation for addition and subtraction. Revisiting key facts about 10 
and 100 and making links to related key facts for numbers to 1000 and beyond builds 
foundations for working with millions and decimals. Knowing these key facts supports pupils’ 
accuracy when estimating and checking reasonableness of answers.  
 
In History we are complementing our literacy book choice with a term long study of the Victorians. 
Initially we are focusing on Queen Victoria, her life and family. This week we have looked at a timeline 
of her life and realised that we were using our maths understanding of place value to place events on 
the timeline of her life. We are in the process of arranging a trip to Osborne House this half term so 
please look out for letters about this exciting opportunity.  
 
In Science this week we were recapping our knowledge of how shadows are created and we undertook 
several independent investigations using torches and measuring shadows in as many dark corners of 
the classroom we could find. 
I have been very impressed with the enthusiasm and attitude to learning displayed by the children this 
week and I am looking forward to this continuing throughout this term. Thank you for supporting the 
children with their homework and the Year 6 Book group.  
      

Pioneer Class 
Team: Mrs Maloney, Mrs McDougal and Miss Ryan, Miss Gorman, Mrs Ashdown and Mr Wake 

Parent Information Sheet: Curriculum Coverage 
Autumn Term 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
Hello and Welcome back to school. I am really looking forward to welcoming your child into the Pioneer 
Class. Please find listed below our intended curriculum coverage for the Autumn Term 2021.  
 
Maths Autumn 1 and Autumn 2  
The children will cover the age related objectives set out in the National Curriculum and will cover the 
following areas: number and place value, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division, fractions, 
measurement and geometry. A fluent knowledge of all times tables is a crucial element of maths 
application and understanding in Years 5 and 6  
 
English 
The following texts will be studied: Autumn 1- Street Child by Berlie Doherty and The Jungle Book by 
Rudyard Kipling. The intended writing outcomes will be: a workhouse non chronological report, diary 
entries and a “lost Child” narrative.  
Autumn 2 -The Wolves of Currumpaw by William Gill and Wolf Wilder Katherine Rundell and the 
intended writing outcomes will be balanced arguments, vivid descriptions and newspaper articles. 
 
 
 



 

 

Science –Autumn 1- Light,  Autumn 2 -  Electricity 
The children will be working scientifically by recognising that light appears to travel in straight lines and 

explaining shadows.   
The children will associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number and 
voltage of cells used in the circuit. Compare and give reasons for variations in how components 
function, including the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off position of switches. 
Use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram. 
 
History and Geography  – The Victorians 
The children will research and study Queen Victoria – her life, family, portraits and homes (including 
Osborne House). Understand some of the changes that took place in Victorian society. Recognise why 
towns grew during the Victorian era and relate this to the IOW. Understand what life was like for the 
poor and study workhouses and child labour. Identify the Victorians as great inventors. The study of 
the Victorians will also include an appreciation of the extent of colonisation; so this will embed world 
locational knowledge.  
 
Computing - Autumn 1 -We are game developers, Autumn 2- We are Cryptographers 
The children will create original artwork and sound for a game in Scratch by designing and creating a 
computer program for a computer game which uses sequence, selection, repetition and variables. After 
half term we will be focusing on the use of codes and ciphers. 
 
RE - Autumn 1 –Belonging, Autumn 2- Interpretation 
The children will describe their response to the concept of Belonging and identify examples of how 
belonging can be applied in their own and others’ lives. The children will link this to how belonging is 
important to Muslims. In Autumn 2 the children will consider the concept of interpretation and how there 
are different narratives about the birth of Jesus in Christianity.   
  
PSHE   
In this Autumn term we will consider all types of friendships, in particular how to positively manage 
friendships and deal with peer influences. How to understand opinions and other points of view and 
respond respectfully to others. 
 
 
Art and Design 
There will be as usual many opportunities for the children to be stimulated by art and design throughout 
the curriculum subjects and these are too numerous to mention, but some highlights include: - 
 
  
The children will design, build and test their own suspension bridge inspired by the civil engineer 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel. Use a range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, line and 
shapes inspired by William Morris. Recreate a room from a Victorian home incorporating a circuit 
inspired by the invention of the light bulb. 
 
MFL  
Each half term we will be having a French Day in Pioneers Class (dates to be confirmed). The children 
will learn stories, songs, poems and rhymes in French. Additionally they will engage in conversations: 
ask and answer questions: speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures. 
 
 



 

 

Homework 
Will be given out on a Thursday and is to be handed in the following Wednesday morning: further 
homework expectations and guidance is contained in a separate communication. 
 
PE 
PE lessons will be last lesson of the day on both a Wednesday and Friday; please could your child 
attend school in their PE kit on these days 
 
If you have any questions or need to share information or concerns please do not hesitate to contact 
me by email. 
 sarah.maloney@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
Many thanks  
Mrs Maloney 
 

 

Covid Update 
 

As well as getting a PCR test, you may also consider: 
 limiting close contact with people outside your household, especially in enclosed 

spaces 

 wearing a face covering in enclosed spaces and where you are unable to 
maintain social distancing 

 limiting contact with anyone who is clinically extremely vulnerable 

 taking part in twice weekly LFD testing 

 

When you do not need to self-isolate 

If someone you live with has symptoms of COVID-19, or has tested positive for COVID-19, you will 
not need to self-isolate if any of the following apply: 

 you're fully vaccinated – this means 14 days have passed since your final dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine given by the NHS 

 you're under 18 years, 6 months old 

 
 

 
 As well as getting a PCR test, you may also consider: 
 limiting close contact with people outside your household, especially in enclosed 

spaces 
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 wearing a face covering in enclosed spaces and where you are unable to 
maintain social distancing 

 limiting contact with anyone who is clinically extremely vulnerable 

 taking part in twice weekly LFD testing 

 

When you do not need to self-isolate 

If someone you live with has symptoms of COVID-19, or has tested positive for COVID-19, you will 
not need to self-isolate if any of the following apply: 

 you're fully vaccinated – this means 14 days have passed since your final dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine given by the NHS 

 you're under 18 years, 6 months old 

 
 
Mid-morning Snack Reminder 
At the moment, only toast is available. A slice of toast is 25p per day or £1.25 per week 
Cup of orange or apple juice 30p 

 
Snack money must be put in a separate envelope to any other school monies and paid for the week 
on Monday mornings. The money envelopes will be collected from the children by class teachers and 
passed to the school office. 
 
It is really important that the envelope is marked clearly with the child’s name, class, 
snack/drink choice. 
 
 
Classroom Water Bottles 
All children should have a water bottle for use in the classroom to avoid us having to give out 
disposable plastic cups. 
 
PE Kit Reminder 
Please ensure all children have shorts for PE, particularly while the weather is still mild. They may 
bring leggings or jogging bottoms with them but should wear shorts for the lesson. 
 
 
FOSH Summer Fayre 
On Friday 24th September Friends of St Helens School (PTA) will be holding our summer fayre.  We 
had hoped to be able to hold this last term but Covid restrictions prevented this.  Please come and 
join us from 3pm to support our special community.  More details to follow.  
If you are interested in having a stall at the fayre or world like to help out, please 
email mail@friendsofsthelens.org 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
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 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Rowan William 

Adventurers Finnlay Lottie A 

Adventurers Micah F Logan 

Discoverers Ruby Alfie 

Discoverers Katy Obie 

Pioneers Eziara Leah 

Pioneers Georgia-Rose Roo 

 
 

 
 
 

Attendance week from:  
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 90% 0 0 0 8 

Adventurers 96% 0 0 0 10 

Discoverers 95.9% 0 0 0 14 

Pioneers 95% 0 0 0 10 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 95.2%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  

Ellie age 9 

Marlee age 10 

Thomas age 8 
 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Friday 24th September – FOSH Summer Fayre 
Wednesday 29th September – Monday 4th October – Scholastic Book Fair (School hall 2.45-3.30pm) 
Tuesday 5th October – Pioneers Osborne House visit 
Tuesday 5th October – Parents Evening 3.00-7.30pm 
Friday 15th October – School finishes at 3.00pm for half-term break 
Monday 1st November – School reopens at 8.45 am  
Tuesday 9th November – Individual school photos (Cardwell & Simons) 
Friday 19th November – Whole school Flu Immunisations 
Friday 17th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Morrisons ‘It’s Good to Grow’ Voucher Scheme 
The school will be registering for this scheme which enables us to exchange tokens collected for 
gardening equipment. From 6th September until 24th October, for every £10 spent online or in store 
Morrisons will issue a Grow Token. These can then be donated to the school via the MyMorrisons 
app or via Morrisons website. Please tell your friends and family! 
 
 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children. 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
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Contact Telephone number:  07775 612429 
 

e-mail:  rotary.ryde@gmail.com 
 

Dear Parent 

 

Once again the Rotary Clubs of the Isle of Wight are involved in the annual Shoebox Appeal.  This year we are 

trying to reduce the efforts placed on the school with the collection of all the boxes because of the many other 

factors they are currently having to cope with. 

 

We hope you might be prepared to fill a box but this time could you please drop it off at either: 

 

 

1.  Busy Bee Garden Centre, Brading Road, Ryde, or 

 

 

2.  Islandwide Carpets, Star Street, Ryde 

 

We hope by organising drop off in this way we will be supporting the school by taking away all the necessary 

storage and management of the boxes. 

 

This year we will again be sending the boxes to the children in Moldova who greatly appreciate the gifts as it is 

invariably the only gift they receive at Christmas. 

 

You will also receive an explanatory leaflet of the Shoebox Appeal which gives you all the necessary 

information about what you can and cannot put inside the box.  There is also information about how to label 

your box and with storage and transportation costs increasing we are, unfortunately, requesting your help by 

taping £1.50 to the top of the box to help meet these costs. 

 

We really do hope that you feel able to support out appeal and we are appreciative of all you have done in the 

past. 

 

Thank you in anticipation 

 

The Rotary Club of Ryde  



 

 

 



 

 

 


