
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 17th September 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The children continue to settle well with new friendships forming across the school at break 
times and lunchtimes now the children are able to mix more freely. 
New friendships are also formed in the various clubs which have started. Please contact the 
office to check about spaces though I know the skateboarding club is full. 
 
Attendance for the first seven days has been very good reaching nearly 98%. Most children 
(parents) are even getting used to the new earlier timings! 
 
Lesson times continue to impress with London continuing to take centre stage in Adventurers. The 
city has even spread to the hall with an excellent class display. I do love the map of London on 
display in the classroom showing many famous landmarks. 
 
Science in Pioneers was exciting this week. Unfortunately I missed out on the practical element 
during my walkabout but the children were able to explain the meaning of refraction. For further 
information see Mrs Maloney’s scientific explanation below.  
 
Explorers are exploring well. There are some close relationships already forming nicely as the 
children play and learn together both in the classroom and outside environments.  
Mrs Sharp has been able to start her morning wake up shake routines with many of the children 
showing some excellent rhythm. Levi, Rowan and Sam have some particularly impressive moves as I 
observed this week and last. 
 
Mrs Jenvey and Miss Ryan have held the fort this week in Discoverers. This has been impressed on 
a daily basis with the work ethic and attitude of the children commenting of the development in maths 
and writing. Reuben was keen to share his excellent comprehension responses. 
 
The sharing assembly today was thoroughly enjoyable of Friday clearly demonstrated the excellent 
work undertaken by the children. A range of subjects were shared including PE, art, maths and 
writing. Daniel shared a wonderful diary entry, many of the children receiving star of the week 
impressed with their fantastic attitude and effort. 
Annie-May told us all about her new introduction to the brownies sharing some really interesting 
information. 

Thank you to Miss Sullivan for volunteering this week. The children have benefitted from her support. 



 

 

New Education Minister 

Nadhim Zahawi MP has been appointed as the new Secretary of State for Education 

On Wednesday 15 September, the Prime Minister confirmed that Nadhim Zahawi MP has been 

appointed as the new Secretary of State for Education. 

The Secretary of State for Education said: 

“Education is a crucial part of our levelling up agenda so it’s an honour to be back at the Department 

for Education as Secretary of State. 

Children and young people have had a tough time during this pandemic, and I’ll be listening to them 

and their families as we accelerate our work to build back better and fairer. 

From my own experience, I know what a beacon of opportunity this country can be, and I want all 

children, young people and adults to have access to a brilliant education, the right qualifications and 

opportunities to secure good jobs. That’s both vital for them, and also our economy and is more 

important now than ever before. 

I can’t wait to get started, working with the amazing teachers and staff in our nurseries, schools, 

colleges and universities as well as employers and businesses.” 

Covid Update 

COVID-19 response: Autumn and Winter Plan 2021 

The government has published the COVID-19 Response – Autumn and Winter Plan 2021. This 

guidance sets out plans for autumn and winter 2021/22 in England. It includes the government’s “Plan 

A” – a comprehensive approach designed to steer the country through autumn and winter 2021/22. It 

also outlines a “Plan B” which would only be enacted if the data suggests further measures are 

necessary to protect the NHS. 

Please remember that next Friday 24th between 3pm and 5pm FOSH have organized our delayed 
Summer Fayre. Please come along and support this event. Further details can be found below. 
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Mr Wake 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ministerial-appointments-september-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ministerial-appointments-september-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021


 

 

End of Day Collection 
 
At the end of the school day, if someone different will be collecting your child/children, rather than 
phoning the school office please email admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk or complete a slip in the 
reception foyer so we have a written copy. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 
 
Explorers 
 
The Explorers are well and truly in full swing of school life. They are successfully navigating 
themselves around the school and have begun to make new friends at break times with children in 
different classes, which has been lovely to see. 
This week we have been playing lots more rhyming games and a new favourite is ‘Cross The River’ 
game. It involves the children having to carefully walk over a bridge to cross a very dangerous, 
crocodile infested river to collect certain items which rhyme with their given word. 
We did have a few falls into the river but they were quickly saved by their friends. 
We read the story of  “You’re called what” which was about animals with very silly names that they 
want to change. The children found this book very funny and afterwards we discussed if we had to 
change our names what we call ourselves. We had some interesting choices and a lot of name 
swapping with friends too. The children then all drew a silly self portrait and looked at how their own 
name is written. 
PE this week again was another success, with Mrs Shenton being particularly impressed with 
Explorers listening and attention skills and memory for the rules which were discussed last week. 
Again myself, Mrs Lacey, Mrs Sharp and Mrs Hickmott have been amazed at just how well Explorers 
are getting on and we are very proud of all their achievements in their first two weeks of school. What 
another great week we have had. Well done Explorers. 
 
Over the new few weeks we will be looking at people who help us and our community. We are looking 
to have visitors in to tell us about their jobs and how they help us and our community. This could be 
nurses, firemen, doctors, police, waste collection services, lifeguards, shopkeepers and so on. If there 
is anyone who has any of these occupations and would be happy to visit our class to tell us about 
their jobs we would be very grateful. 
 
Adventurers 
 
Another busy week in Adventurers class, the children have been more focused this week and are 
clearly getting used to our class routines. 
 
We have continued reading our class text The Queen's Hat in English lessons. The children have 
been working on recording their sentences accurately, using punctuation and recalling the story. They 
enjoyed taking part in drama on Tuesday, the children had fun putting actions to the story and using 
expressions in their voice when calling out key phrases in the story "Then the wind went SWOOSH 
and took the Queen's hat right off her head!". 
 On Thursday we started to think about different items the Queen could have lost instead of her hat 
such as the crown jewels, her purse, necklace, corgi or her smile! Year 1 worked on using the 
personal pronoun She at the start of their sentences e.g. She lost her corgi. Year 2 worked on using 



 

 

possessive apostrophes in their sentences for example "The wind took the Queen's shoes right off 
her feet!" 
 
In Maths the Year 1 children worked on counting on from the biggest number using number lines and 
Year 2 children worked on using pictorial and concrete items to work out related addition and 
subtraction facts for numbers up to 10 and 20. We have all been practising our number formation, 
please keep working on this at home with the children. 
 
Our class display of Queen Elizabeth paintings looks fantastic; the children worked hard to make light 
pencil markings when sketching. Then they painted their sketches very carefully- a fantastic effort. 
The children really enjoyed the dough balls which were on the school menu last week so much that 
we thought we would make our own. So on Tuesday the children made dough balls with garlic butter 
and they enjoyed these together in the afternoon. 
 
Mrs McDougall has been teaching the children about tempo and soft/loud sounds in music. The 
children have been inspired by marching bands and are keen to try this out! 
 
PE, Games, Phonics, History, ICT, Science, RE and reading have also been covered this week...we 
have been very, very busy!  
 
Have a lovely weekend together.  
 
 
Discoverers 
 
In Maths, the children have been using the column method of addition, with some children solving 
problems of 4 and 5 digits. Later in the week, we moved onto money addition with some of the class 
managing written problems. 
 
In English the class read a piece about spiders and then had to go on to identify verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives and nouns contained in the passage. 
 
This week Discoverers have a new book to read – The Sign of the Beaver, and have made 
predictions of what they think the story is about. 
 
In Mrs McDougall’s Music lesson on Friday, the subject was Blues music and the children have been 
working hard to write their own songs.   
 
This week’s French lesson saw the children looking for cities and then placing them in the correct 
position on the map. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Pioneers 
 
Hello  
In Pioneers this week in Literacy we have been thinking about modal verbs. We 
have also been collating information and looking at the structure and elements of 
a Non-Chronological report. This means we will be ready next week to complete 
our independent reports about the lives of Victorian children in a workhouse. Our 
work in guided reading around an extract from Oliver Twist is also helping our 
understanding of the harsh conditions endured by children in workhouses. 
 
In Maths we have moved on to the place value of decimals. A good way to begin 
with decimals is to consider money. Understanding 1p’s 10ps and £1’s and 
£10’smay lead to a greater understanding of decimals. 
 
In Year 6 the children need to understand the values of 3 decimal places after 

the decimal point.  
(tenths, hundredths and thousandths of a whole) whilst in Year 5 it is two decimal places. 

 
In Science this week we carried out several investigations into the refraction of light. We observed 

firsthand how light changes when it passes through air and water. The 
children were also learning how to complete write ups of their investigations. 
  
 
 
    The science bit………..Light refracts whenever it travels at an angle 
into a substance with a different refractive index 
This change of direction is caused by a change in speed. For example, when 
light travels from air into water, it slows down, causing it to continue to travel 
at a different angle or direction. 

 
 
 



 

 

In History we have been looking at Queen Victoria and her personal life in more detail; considering her 
children and the effect of her husband's death on her reign. The Pioneer’s class trip to Osborne House 

has been arranged for Tuesday 5th October and a letter 
about this will be with you shortly. However, I would like to 
give you an early warning that the children will need to be 
in school at 8:30 that morning as the coach leaves at 8:45 
am and they will not be back in school until approx. 3:45pm. 
(This is to allow     time for two excellent workshops) 
 

Finally in art this week we all created a Silhouette based on 
a profile picture of ourselves (“a Victorian Selfie”) 
They all look great on display outside our classroom.  (Photo to follow 
next week)    
    
 Hope you all have a great weekend.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friends of St Helens Primary 
 
Friends of St Helens are calling for volunteers to help run 
stalls and activities at the summer fayre on Friday 
24th September – from 2pm. 
  
We really want to make this first event since before the 
pandemic a well-deserved treat for the children – but we 
can’t do it without help! 
  
FOSH only has a very small team of regular volunteers, so 
we really need some new helpers to run this event and make 
it a real success! 
  
If you would like to volunteer, please use the sign-up sheet in 
the school reception or comment on our volunteers post on 
our FOSH Resources Facebook Group. 
  
Many thanks 
  
The FOSH Team! 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Employment Opportunities at St Helens Primary 
 
The following vacancies are currently being advertised:- 
 
CX & DIRECTORATE FOR SCHOOLS & LEARNING 
 

SITE MANAGER  
 

 ST HELENS PRIMARY SCHOOL, BROOMLANDS CLOSE, ST HELENS] 

 [Tel: 872442 email [admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk] 
 

Headteacher:  Mr Carl Wake    NOR 92 
 
Salary: HAY Scale 6 (FTE = £19945, Actual = £6969 (Rising to £7250 pending experience). 
 Any changes to the annual cost of living pay increase may affect the final salary 
 

 

Hours: Initially 15 per week, worked over a split shift daily (hours to be arranged), with the 

potential to increase if necessary. 
 
 

Required for: November 1st 2021 (there is some flexibility available) 
 

The Governors of St Helens Primary School wish to appoint a suitably qualified site manager 

to take responsibility for maintaining the school buildings and site. 

You will be responsible to the head teacher for maintenance of the buildings. 

 

The principal elements of the role include: 

 

Site Maintenance: 

 Maintain the site in a good state of repair, ensuring that it is clean and tidy and therefore 

minimise health and safety risks. 

Security: 

 Maintain and operate appropriate site security systems, including opening and closing 

at the beginning and end of the school day. 

 Respond to call-outs as necessary, including outside of normal working hours in order 

to provide satisfactory security arrangements. 

 Carry out regular monitoring of automatic security, fire alarm and emergency lighting 

systems. 

 Provide safe access to buildings and classrooms in the event of snow, minor floods and 

similar emergency situations. 

Training: 

 Attend necessary training to support the role. 



 

 

 
Application Procedure 
 
Visits to the school are welcomed. Please contact Teresa Anderson on 01983872442 or email 
us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk. (please note social distancing is adhered to at all times). 
 
Please contact St Helens Primary for further details regarding the role and responsibilities.  
Completed applications should be returned directly to the school.  
 
St Helens Primary is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share in this commitment. 
 
This School is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community 
 

Closing date Friday Midday Monday 4th October 2021.  

Interviews to be held week commencing 11th October 2021. 

 
 
CX & DIRECTORATE FOR SCHOOLS & LEARNING 
 

MIDDAY SUPERVISOR 
 

 ST HELENS PRIMARY SCHOOL, BROOMLANDS CLOSE, ST HELENS] 

 [Tel: 872442 email [admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk] 
 
Headteacher:  Mr Carl Wake    NOR 92 
 
Salary: £2701 

 

Hours: Initially one hour per day 1200 - 1300 
 
   Fixed-term contract until 31 August 2022 in the first instance 

 

Required for: 1st November 2021 or as soon as possible 
 

The Governors of St Helens Primary School wish to appoint a Midday Supervisory Assistant. 
 

  Due to an increase in pupil numbers we are seeking an enthusiastic, resourceful Midday    
  Supervisory Assistant to help make lunchtimes a positive and happy experience for our    
  children. 

The successful candidate will: 

 Be reliable, trustworthy and patient. 

 Enjoy working with children. 

 Help supervise children when eating their lunch. 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

 Guide children to play together and develop positive relationships in the playground. 

 Be able to work as part of a committed team. 
 
Application Procedure 
 
Visits to the school are welcomed. Please contact Teresa Anderson on 01983872442 or email 
us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk. (please note social distancing is adhered to at all times). 
 
Please contact St Helens Primary for further details regarding the role and responsibilities.  
Completed applications should be returned directly to the school.  
 
St Helens Primary is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share in this commitment. 
 
This School is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community 
 

Closing date Friday Midday Monday 4th October 2021 
Interviews to be held week commencing 11th October 2021 
 
 
 

 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Rosie Seb 

Adventurers Ria Max 

Adventurers Maria-Grace Barnaby 

Discoverers Lylah Hannah 

Discoverers Ellie Millie-Jay 

Pioneers Max A Marlee 

Pioneers Daniel Alex M 
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Attendance week from: 06/09/2021 to 10/09/2021 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 100% 0 0 0 0 

Adventurers 98% 0 0 0 4 

Discoverers 97.9% 3 63 2 4 

Pioneers 98.6% 3 63 0 4 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 98.5%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who have celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Miss Pearson 

Mr Wake 

Jude age 5 

Bella age 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Friday 24th September – FOSH Summer Fayre 
Wednesday 29th September – Monday 4th October – Scholastic Book Fair (School hall 2.45-3.30pm) 
Tuesday 5th October – Pioneers Osborne House visit 
Wednesday 13th October – Parents Evening 3.00-7.30pm – *date change* 
Friday 15th October – School finishes at 3.00pm for half-term break 
Monday 1st November – School reopens at 8.45 am  
Tuesday 9th November – Individual school photos (Cardwell & Simons) 
Friday 19th November – Whole school Flu Immunisations 
Friday 17th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 
 



 

 

Spare shoes/wellingtons 
 
Please can all Year 1-6 children ensure they bring a spare pair of old shoes/trainers or wellingtons to 
keep in school in preparation for the wetter winter weather. Our school field becomes quite wet and 
soggy after any reasonable amount of rain and in order that the playground area does not become 
overcrowded, we allow children who have wellies or spare old shoes to change into, to use the field 
even if it is wet. Footwear should be clearly named and brought into school in a named carrier bag.  
 
 
Morrisons ‘It’s Good to Grow’ Voucher Scheme 

 
The school has registered for this 
scheme which enables us to exchange 
tokens collected for gardening 
equipment. From 6th September until 
24th October, for every £10 spent 
online or in store Morrisons will issue a  
Grow Token. These can then be 
donated to the school via the 
MyMorrisons app or via Morrisons 
website. Please tell your friends and 
family! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 

 
Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
FOSH Uniform Sale 
 
Friends of St Helens now have an online store where you can purchase pre-loved uniform items. All 
items have been checked and laundered and orders will be sent home via your children. 
 
You can find the shop on FOSH's website: 
www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop 
 

All profits go to help FOSH in their efforts to provide support, events and supplies for the children.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.friendsofsthelens.org/shop


 

 

Primary to Secondary 2021/22 Open Day/Evening dates 
 

School/College Date Time 

Carisbrooke 

College 

23/09/2021 5-8pm 

Three talks per evening so school can limit number 

of people together and limited parent/pupils in 

classrooms. No need to register. Contact details will 

be taken on the day. 

Christ the King 

College 

28/09/2021 6-8pm 

6.15-7pm Presentation by HT 

Parents requested to wear a mask and take LFD test 

before the evening. Only one parent to attend if 

possible. 

Presentation will be recorded for those unable to 

attend. 

St George’s School 28/09/2021 Sessions at: 

3.30-5pm 

4.30-6pm 

5.30-7pm 

Parents/carers can book by ringing the school office 

on 524634 or email office@stgeorges.iow.sch.uk 

Medina College 30/09/2021 5-8pm 

Three talks per evening so school can limit number 

of people together and limited parent/pupils in 

classrooms. No need to register. Contact details will 

be taken on the day. 

Ryde School 02/10/201 10-12.30pm 

Parents are requested to register via website 

https://www.rydeschool.org.uk/admissions/open-
days-visits or by emailing 
admissions@rydeschool.net 

Cowes Enterprise 

College 

4-8/10/2021 Open week; commencing 4 October. 

Series of limited group tours am/pm.  

AM tours are at 9.15am, 9.30am and 10am. 

PM tours now fully booked. 

Separate SEN Tours by request. 

Please call 203103 to reserve am tour place or SEN 

tour. 

Ryde Academy 06/10/2021 Online open evening including a tour of the school 

building. Further information to follow. 

Island Free School 9/10/2021 10am-2pm 

Headmaster’s talk at 11am and 12noon 

No need to register, turn up on the day. 

The Bay CE 

School 

13/10/2021 Details being finalised. Register your interest with 

Mrs Bricknell by email kbricknell@bayceschool.org 

The Priory School 

of our Lady 

Walsingham 

n/a Don’t hold open days. Ring up to make an 

appointment for a showround. Marion Ahmed – Tel: 

861222 or email: mail@prioryschool.org.uk 

mailto:office@stgeorges.iow.sch.uk
https://www.rydeschool.org.uk/admissions/open-days-visits
https://www.rydeschool.org.uk/admissions/open-days-visits
mailto:admissions@rydeschool.net
mailto:kbricknell@bayceschool.org
mailto:mail@prioryschool.org.uk


 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

             
                   

 

 
 



 

 

  

 


