
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 24th September 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had another fantastic week at St Helens with some excellent work undertaken by the 
children. Attendance was just above national average last week which is always pleasing. I would like 
to think the quality of the curriculum and teaching experiences go a long way to encourage the 
children to want to attend as much as possible. 
 
The Pioneer’s Science lesson investigating spectrums was a particular favourite of mine. I witnessed 
the children dividing white light into the colours of the rainbow using prisms. Truly great scientific 
investigation. 
 
In Adventurers the children have loved exploring materials and using money in Maths. The English 
working wall is also looking amazing as the children’s London topic develops. This week we have 
seen their learning supplemented with some great writing based on The Queen’s Hat. They really 
enjoyed sharing their knowledge of the Great Fire of London in assembly. 
 
Explorers are continuing to settle well using all the various areas in Early Years and beyond to 
develop their experiences. I have seen bikes, construction, art, sand sculptures, games, stories and 
writing to name but a few. 
 
In addition to developing their maths and English skills and knowledge, Discoverers have continued 
to explore circuits in science looking at the effect of increasing bulbs, batteries and switches on the 
circuits. They have been developing their knowledge of electrical symbols and will soon start to draw 
circuits. 
 
Mr Cleare, a specialist in PE, has offered support with the children’s PE lessons. As a skilled 
footballer, he will help to develop the football skills undertaken by Mrs Shenton during the next few 
weeks. 
 
Thank you to all the staff for their great efforts with a special thankyou to Miss Gorman who will be 
helping at St Helens during the next few weeks. She was particularly complimentary about the 
attitude and behavior of Pioneers today. Thankyou also to our Year 5 and 6 pupils for their efforts. 
 
 Have a great weekend 
 
Mr Wake 
 



 

 

Governor News 
 
It was the first governing body meeting of the year on Wednesday and it was the first meeting in 
person for over a year.  The officers for this year were elected and I am proud to announce that I, 
Gary Booth, have the continuing role of Chairperson of the board.  Matt Searle and Peta Rainford are 
joint vice-chairs.  It is an honour to serve the school and its community and I look forward to working 
with the school team and my fellow governors.  I try to get to as many Sharing Assemblies as I can 
and meet weekly with Mr Wake.  I know that parent governors – Matt Searle and Becky Lovell are 
always willing to share parental views on all school matters and you know to contact the school if I 
can be of help and support to you.  We look forward to a successful year ahead. 
 

Best regards 
 
Gary Booth 
 
 
Explorers 
 
This week the Explorers have been using their senses to explore their environment. We firstly started 
by talking about what senses are, then the children went off to explore trays set up with different 
textures and smells. Afterwards they went on to explore different smelling plants in our garden and 
found different natural textures such a twigs, bark, leaves, feathers and grass. We then explored 
further and went on a walk around the school grounds to see what else we could see, hear, smell and 
touch. We discussed what we liked and disliked, the children all agreed they liked the wind blowing in 
their hair but they didn’t like the smell of manure coming from the field behind our school. We also 
seem to have some keen gardeners who could tell apart Lavender and Rosemary plants, which lead 
into some marvellous creations in the mud kitchen with Lavender and Mint mud pies and Rosemary 
milkshakes. 
The children have also been very busy being creative this week and filling our display board with their 
wonderful paintings of their favourite things to do at school. They have also had great fun outside 
mark making with chalks, paintbrushes and gloop. We have continued to practice rhyme this week 
and have enjoyed lots of different activities and shared stories together such as Chicken Licken, 
Rhyme Animals and lots of stories from the Oi Dog series. Yet again it’s been a fabulous week in the 
Explorers class. 
 
Adventurers 
 
This week in Adventurers we have been finishing our final piece of work for our book, The Queen’s 
Hat. The children have been planning and writing a newspaper report based on an item that the 
Queen lost eg the Crown Jewels, her shoes, a handbag or her corgi.  The children have worked hard 
to use some of the skills we have been working on for example using capital letters, full stops and 
possessive apostrophes.  
 
In Maths the children have been investigating coins; identifying coins; how to add coins to make an 
amount, the different ways to make the same amount using coins. They used number lines to support 
their adding.  
 
We have continued to work on the subject of materials in Science. This week we grouped materials 
based on their properties. We had a very practical session where children were busy organising 



 

 

different items into Venn diagrams. They were introduced to new scientific vocabulary such as 
transparent, translucent, opaque and absorbent and were able to apply this to the materials. 
 
In Geography we looked at how far away London is from the Isle of Wight using Google Earth, a hand 
held globe and a paper map. We also read factual books about significant places in London. Then we 
used  real pictures and maps to start sketching a birds eye map of London.  We also completed a 
class survey “What we like about London.”  
 
Following on from our History lesson on the Great Fire of London the children have started to make 
pictures of The Great Fire in Art. They have been using tissue paper to create different effects, the 
children overlapped the paper and they noticed how it let light and other colours through. We looked 
at the colour wheel and how to make different colours by overlapping eg yellow and red made an 
orange. Many of the children could relate their scientific knowledge and could say that the tissue 
paper was translucent. As well as overlapping they also crumpled and twisted the paper to create 
clouds of smoke in the sky. 
 
Discoverers 
 
It has been a really lovely week in Discoverers and I have been so impressed with every child's 
fantastic attitude to learning. They have all worked so hard and have done very well. Well done 
everyone! 
 
In English, the children have spent the week writing their non-chronological reports on National Parks. 
They wrote three paragraphs, where they presented the reasons behind why people go on holiday to 
or visit a national park as well as key information surrounding a UK and USA National Park - the Lake 
District in Cumbria and Yellowstone in Wyoming. The children had to include conjunctions of place 
and cause in their work and many used because, here and there to extend their sentences. Superb 
work! 
 
This week, in Maths, the children have been learning to subtract. They used place value counters to 
help them partition tens, hundreds, thousands, tens of thousands and hundreds of thousands 
numbers at the start of the week. They then learnt to subtract through adding via the frog jump 
method and then progressed onto column subtraction towards the end of the week. Many of the 
children even progressed onto word problems which was fantastic. Very well done everyone! 
 
In Science, the children learnt to create an electrical circuit with lightbulbs. This will help them next 
week when they plan, initiate and evaluate their own electrical circuits. In addition, the pupils learnt 
about abstract art and created their own examples; discussed the meanings behind different religious 
messages in R.E. and identified a range of grammar skills in guided reading such as adjectives, verbs 
and proper and common nouns.  
 
Well done to Reuben for settling in well to his new school and for being polite to members of staff.  
 
Well done to Sami for persevering in Maths and for correctly partitioning and subtracting numbers. 
 

Well done to Milly-Jay for showing enthusiasm in all lessons and for being an excellent friend to 
others.  
 
Well done to Jessica for remembering to use a previously learnt subtraction method in Maths to help 
her with her column subtraction.  



 

 

Pioneers 
 
Hello everybody and what a lovely week we've had in the Pioneers Class. In our  Literacy lessons we 
have been creating and writing non-chronological reports all about Victorian  workhouses. Fun Fact: 
Did you know that workhouses, although often considered Victorian, existed until 1930. 
Developing  the way in which they communicate as writers has been part of the children’s planning 
and their ( captive) audience is going to be Year 3 and 4 with whom we will share our reports when 
they have been finalised and edited. 
In Maths lessons we have continued to manipulate decimal place value and have been adding 
decimals this week,  as well as estimating and rounding. 

 
In our Science lesson this week 
(following on  from refraction last 
week ) all the children were 
actively investigating how to split 
white light into a spectrum using 
firstly glasses of water and 
secondly prisms. We were 
fortunate to have a sunny day 
which made a huge difference to 

our results. This photograph (on the left ) shows a great example 
of white light split into the spectrum using a prism reflecting split 
light onto a door in the Pioneers classroom.  
                                                                                    

On the right is a photo of another pupil’s investigation illustrating 
how light  is split using water as the medium it refracts through.  
 

Some may recognise this album cover inspiration? 
 ←←←← 
 
 
 
 

        
In Art we have been preparing our motifs  for next week's lesson when we are going to be printing; 
inspired by William Morris, a Victorian textile and wallpaper designer.  
As promised , here is a picture of our Victorian silhouettes display created in last week's art lesson. 
 

 



 

 

 
During the Victorian era, silhouettes were an affordable way for people to have portraits made. As 
photography was not as easy, accessible or as inexpensive as it is today, silhouette portraits were a 
way to remember loved ones too. Can you spot your loved one? 
 

 This half term in RE and PSHE lessons we are considering the topics of 
“Belonging” and  friendships and we have created a classroom door 
display which indicates how we feel we belong together in the Pioneers 
class. Our next step is to create a class icon or motif and we will soon be 
able to reveal the results of our in-class competition for this.  
 
Finally during our history lesson some exciting news was rolled out  and 
we learnt  all about our school trip to Osborne House on the 5th of October. 
We are all looking forward to discovering more about Queen Victoria as 
well as the life of her servants. 
(a copy of the letter is attached to this newsletter)  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Employment Opportunities at St Helens Primary 
 
The following vacancies are currently being advertised:- 
 
CX & DIRECTORATE FOR SCHOOLS & LEARNING 
 

SITE MANAGER  
 

 ST HELENS PRIMARY SCHOOL, BROOMLANDS CLOSE, ST HELENS] 

 [Tel: 872442 email [admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk] 
 

Headteacher:  Mr Carl Wake    NOR 92 
 
Salary: HAY Scale 6 (FTE = £19945, Actual = £6969 (Rising to £7250 pending experience). 
 Any changes to the annual cost of living pay increase may affect the final salary 
 

 

Hours: Initially 15 per week, worked over a split shift daily (hours to be arranged), with the 

potential to increase if necessary. 
 
 

Required for: November 1st 2021 (there is some flexibility available) 
 



 

 

The Governors of St Helens Primary School wish to appoint a suitably qualified site manager 

to take responsibility for maintaining the school buildings and site. 

You will be responsible to the head teacher for maintenance of the buildings. 

 

The principal elements of the role include: 

 

Site Maintenance: 

 Maintain the site in a good state of repair, ensuring that it is clean and tidy and therefore 

minimise health and safety risks. 

Security: 

 Maintain and operate appropriate site security systems, including opening and closing 

at the beginning and end of the school day. 

 Respond to call-outs as necessary, including outside of normal working hours in order 

to provide satisfactory security arrangements. 

 Carry out regular monitoring of automatic security, fire alarm and emergency lighting 

systems. 

 Provide safe access to buildings and classrooms in the event of snow, minor floods and 

similar emergency situations. 

Training: 

 Attend necessary training to support the role. 
 
Application Procedure 
 
Visits to the school are welcomed. Please contact Teresa Anderson on 01983872442 or email 
us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk. (please note social distancing is adhered to at all times). 
 
Please contact St Helens Primary for further details regarding the role and responsibilities.  
Completed applications should be returned directly to the school.  
 
St Helens Primary is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share in this commitment. 
 
This School is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community 
 

Closing date Friday Midday Monday 4th October 2021.  

Interviews to be held week commencing 11th October 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

CX & DIRECTORATE FOR SCHOOLS & LEARNING 
 

MIDDAY SUPERVISOR 
 

 ST HELENS PRIMARY SCHOOL, BROOMLANDS CLOSE, ST HELENS] 

 [Tel: 872442 email [admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk] 
 
Headteacher:  Mr Carl Wake    NOR 92 
 
Salary: £2701 

 

Hours: Initially one hour per day 1200 - 1300 
 
   Fixed-term contract until 31 August 2022 in the first instance 

 

Required for: 1st November 2021 or as soon as possible 
 

The Governors of St Helens Primary School wish to appoint a Midday Supervisory Assistant. 
 

  Due to an increase in pupil numbers we are seeking an enthusiastic, resourceful Midday    
  Supervisory Assistant to help make lunchtimes a positive and happy experience for our    
  children. 

The successful candidate will: 

 Be reliable, trustworthy and patient. 

 Enjoy working with children. 

 Help supervise children when eating their lunch. 

 Guide children to play together and develop positive relationships in the playground. 

 Be able to work as part of a committed team. 
 
Application Procedure 
 
Visits to the school are welcomed. Please contact Teresa Anderson on 01983872442 or email 
us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk. (please note social distancing is adhered to at all times). 
 
Please contact St Helens Primary for further details regarding the role and responsibilities.  
Completed applications should be returned directly to the school.  
 
St Helens Primary is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share in this commitment. 
 
This School is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community 
 

Closing date Friday Midday Monday 4th October 2021 
Interviews to be held week commencing 11th October 2021 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

 
 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Athena Holly 

Adventurers Thomas H Frazer 

Adventurers Luke Atticus 

Discoverers Sami Reuben 

Discoverers Jessica Milly-Jay 

Pioneers Annie-May Abi 

Pioneers Sarah Laura 

 
 

 
 
 

Attendance week from:  
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 100 0 0 0 0 

Adventurers 94 2 26 0 12 

Discoverers 97.4 0 0 4 3 

Pioneers 94.5 0 0 10 6 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 96.1%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Zach age 6 

Maria-Grace age 7 

Annie-May age 10 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Friday 24th September – FOSH Summer Fayre 
Wednesday 29th September – Monday 4th October – Scholastic Book Fair (School hall 2.45-3.30pm) 
Tuesday 5th October – Pioneers Osborne House visit 
Wednesday 13th October – Parents Evening 3.00-7.30pm 
Friday 15th October – School finishes at 3.00pm for half-term break 
Monday 1st November – School reopens at 8.45 am  
Tuesday 9th November – Individual school photos (Cardwell & Simons) 
Friday 19th November – Whole school Flu Immunisations 
Friday 17th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 



 

 

Spare shoes/wellingtons 
 
Please can all Year 1-6 children ensure they bring a spare pair of old shoes/trainers or wellingtons to 
keep in school in preparation for the wetter winter weather. Our school field becomes quite wet and 
soggy after any reasonable amount of  rain and in order that the playground area does not become 
overcrowded, we allow children who have wellies or spare old shoes to change into, to use the field 
even if it is wet. Footwear should be clearly named and brought into school in a named carrier bag.  
 

 
Morrisons ‘It’s Good to Grow’ Voucher Scheme 
The school has registered for this scheme which enables us to exchange 
tokens collected for gardening equipment. From 6th September until 24th 
October, for every £10 spent online or in store Morrisons will issue a  Grow 
Token. These can then be donated to the school via the MyMorrisons app or 
via Morrisons website. Please tell your friends and family! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Scholastic Book Fair 
 
Our annual Book Fair will take place in the school hall  from 2.45pm to 3.30pm on Wednesday 29th, 
Thursday 30th September, Friday 1st October and Monday 4th October.  

 
 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share 
 
 
 
 

          
 

Keep testing, even if you don't have symptoms. 
 

Around 1 in 3 people with COVID-19 don't have any symptoms. 
Take regular rapid response tests to help find positive cases quickly and protect each other. 

Find out more here: https://keeptheislandsafe.org/testingforpeoplewithoutsymptoms/ 
 

If you get COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, please isolate and book a PCR test. 
 

https://keeptheislandsafe.org/testing/ 
 

Do it for yourself and others. Don’t guess, take a test. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
https://keeptheislandsafe.org/testingforpeoplewithoutsymptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://keeptheislandsafe.org/testing/


 

 

 

      
 
 
Ryde Academy Open Evening 
 
Ryde Academy will be offering a virtual open evening on Wednesday 6th October. Primary schools 
will receive a link to the website where parents and carers can access the online video. 
 
In addition to this we have organised face to face tours for parents/carers and students who would 
like to visit. Anyone who would like to secure a slot please can you ask them to 
email contactus@rydeacademy.org or call 01983567331. This will be advertised on our website and 
social media.  
 
Please see below for the dates and times for your individual schools.  
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Primary to Secondary 2021/22 Open Day/Evening dates 
 
 

School/College Date Time 

Carisbrooke 

College 

23/09/2021 5-8pm 

Three talks per evening so school can limit number 

of people together and limited parent/pupils in 

classrooms. No need to register. Contact details will 

be taken on the day. 

Christ the King 

College 

28/09/2021 6-8pm 

6.15-7pm Presentation by HT 

Parents requested to wear a mask and take LFD test 

before the evening. Only one parent to attend if 

possible. 

Presentation will be recorded for those unable to 

attend. 

St George’s School 28/09/2021 Sessions at: 

3.30-5pm 

4.30-6pm 

5.30-7pm 

Parents/carers can book by ringing the school office 

on 524634 or email office@stgeorges.iow.sch.uk 

Medina College 30/09/2021 5-8pm 

Three talks per evening so school can limit number 

of people together and limited parent/pupils in 

classrooms. No need to register. Contact details will 

be taken on the day. 

Ryde School 02/10/201 10-12.30pm 

Parents are requested to register via website 

https://www.rydeschool.org.uk/admissions/open-
days-visits or by emailing 
admissions@rydeschool.net 

Cowes Enterprise 

College 

4-8/10/2021 Open week; commencing 4 October. 

Series of limited group tours am/pm.  

AM tours are at 9.15am, 9.30am and 10am. 

PM tours now fully booked. 

Separate SEN Tours by request. 

Please call 203103 to reserve am tour place or SEN 

tour. 

Ryde Academy 06/10/2021 Online open evening including a tour of the school 

building. Further information to follow. 

Island Free School 9/10/2021 10am-2pm 

Headmaster’s talk at 11am and 12noon 

No need to register, turn up on the day. 

The Bay CE 

School 

13/10/2021 Details being finalised. Register your interest with 

Mrs Bricknell by email kbricknell@bayceschool.org 

The Priory School 

of our Lady 

Walsingham 

n/a Don’t hold open days. Ring up to make an 

appointment for a showround.Marion Ahmed – Tel: 

861222 or email: mail@prioryschool.org.uk 

mailto:office@stgeorges.iow.sch.uk
https://www.rydeschool.org.uk/admissions/open-days-visits
https://www.rydeschool.org.uk/admissions/open-days-visits
mailto:admissions@rydeschool.net
mailto:kbricknell@bayceschool.org
mailto:mail@prioryschool.org.uk


 

 

 

   
 
 

  
 
 

 
 



 

 

   


