
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 15th October 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
We have completed the half term in full swing with lots of great teaching and learning.  
Discoverers welcomed backed Mrs. Leslie who has hit the ground running and is very much looking 
to reacquainting herself with the children. She took an assembly on Wednesday which helped to re-
establish her as a vital member of the team. 
 
As Mrs. Leslie returns, Mr Cleare’s short stay has ended. I know Miss Pearson and the class have 
benefitted from his football skills and knowledge. 
 
The children have finished a number of units of work including their electricity topic and current 
English learning journey. 
 
Explorers and Adventurers have been down on numbers again with most Explorers returning by 
Thursday and Adventurers numbers also improving. 
 
Nonetheless, as well as inviting the police in for a talk on Thursday, Explorers have had a seasonal 
week including conkers, pumpkin carvings and tasting pumpkin soup. Mrs. Sharp or Mrs. Lacey 
obviously enjoy onions judging by the smell emanating from the kitchen before the pumpkin was 
added.  
Interrupted by our half termly fire practice, where the children were perfect in their approach, the 
Explorers finished adding the final touches to the soup before the tasting. 
After half term they will have their fire safety party- with safety being the key word of course and on 
Thursday the whole school will have a fire safety day to look forward to. 
 
In Adventurers, the children have impressively completed lots of outstanding projects including the 
egg box dragon and great fire of London as well as developing their knowledge of time and making 
some poppies. 
 
Pioneers have continued with their Jungle Book topic, supplemented by Rikki Tikki Tavi, (another 
Rudyard Kipling book). They created some great narrative based on the character of Baloo. Maths 
has seen the children working on division and this week we also saw a French day with the children 
learning simple phrases and numbers.  
 



 

 

On Wednesday we welcomed parents to meet the teachers with nearly all children having one or 
more of their parents attending. I hope this proved useful and I know the teachers were pleased to 
share all the great work the children have undertaken. 
 
Assembly on Friday is always a treat and this one with no different. In addition to the fantastic 
workers and stars, Annabelle read beautifully, Alex shared his football trophy and Hannah told us 
about her equestrian exploits. 
 
We hope everyone has a fantastic half term and we look forward to welcoming everyone back 
in November! 
 
Mr Wake 
 
New Spellings System 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As a school, we will be trailing a new spelling system. We have noticed that the children are generally 
very good at their weekly spellings and performing well. However, they are not transferring these 
skills into their written work.  
 
We have taken the decision that after half term, the children will no longer have weekly spelling tests. 
Instead the time will be used to focus on the teaching of spellings.  
 
In Key Stage 2, the children will still be given spelling related homework linked to the rule or pattern 
they have concentrated on that week. The children’s spellings will be assessed carefully through their 
written work to see if they are applying the rules/patterns/phonics taught.  
 
Please could you still support your child at home with this work and sharing books at home. We will 
review this approach at the end of the Autumn Term. 
 
We thank you for your continued support, 
Mrs Leslie  
 
 
Explorers 
 
This week Explorers have been exploring different seasonal items such as pumpkins and conkers., 
also looking at different leaves as they change colour and texture. They carved pumpkins and made 
some pumpkin soup, which Mrs Lacey said was absolutely delicious. They have put together a little 
harvest performance of songs they have been practicing over the last few weeks. We have videoed 
this and will add it to their Tapestry account once Tapestry is up and running properly again, we hope 
this won't be too much longer.  
This week Explorers have enjoyed playing different blending games on Phonics play, exploring the 
sounds we have previously learnt and blending them to read words.  
A particular favourite was the pirate treasure game where they had to decide which words were real 
and which were fake. If they gave an incorrect answer the pirate fell into the sea which they all found 
to be hilarious. We have seen lots of independent letter formation this week and name writing.  
The number of the week is 3 and we have been looking at one less / one more than 3, how we write 
three and how we can make three.  



 

 

The children have been exploring the school's new musical instruments, we discussed how we look 
after instruments and how we use them correctly. This week we used the drums, hand bells and 
chime bars. The children practiced different beats and when to stop and start. After half term we will 
continue to use these instruments to accompany our new songs we have been learning.  
We had a very exciting visitor this week, not one but two police officers came to visit our class. The 
children were very excited about this and had lots of questions to ask them. Here are a few of the 
questions asked by the class. "Do you catch bad guys who have stolen stuff from shops and run 
away". "Have you ever rescued anyone". PCSO Karen and Katie answered all the class's questions, 
told them all about the roles as a PCSOs and even left us some lovely colouring activities. This was a 
great opportunity for the children to understand what makes our community safe and were given 
excellent advice about how to stay safe and what to do if they ever became lost.   
We ended this half term with parents evening, myself and Mrs Lacey really enjoyed sharing just how 
well all the children have settled into school. We have been delighted with each and every Explorer 
and we look forward to seeing them again after they have had a well deserved rest. Have a lovely half 
term.  
 
Adventurers 
 
It’s been a great half term in Adventurers Class. The children have worked hard and I am impressed 
by their efforts and the progress they have made already this half term.  
We have finished off lots of projects this week such as our Great Fire of London timelines and tissue 
paper representations of the Great Fire. 
 
In English the children have been planning their Egg Box Dragon stories and writing the finished 
pieces. They could recount the stories whilst using the key skills taught in lessons eg writing clearly 
formed sentences, adjectives, possessive apostrophes, prepositions and adding additional detail with 
because or and.  
 
In Maths we have focused on telling the time using an analogue clock. The children in Year 1 have 
been at reading and writing the times to the o’clock and half past. In Year 2 the children have 
revisited o’clock and half past then progressed onto quarter past and to the hour. 
 

 
 
 
We also enjoyed making poppies for Remembrance Day.  
 
We hope you have a great half term and we look forward to seeing the children after their holiday.   
 



 

 

Discoverers 
 
Please could we have donations of any appropriate magazines/newspapers for the children in 
Discoverers Class. They could include: clothing catalogues, toy magazines, holiday brochures 
etc. The children will be creating mood boards in RE. 
Please could we also have donations of 2L plastic bottles for a project in science. The children 
will be making their own composts! 
Thank you, I appreciate your continued support, 
Mrs Leslie 
 
It has been a lovely last week in Discoverers this week as we look forward to a break over half-term. 
Mrs Leslie has now returned after her maternity leave and we are all delighted to see her again! 
 
In Maths this week, Year 3 have been using counters to help them divide numbers in the 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 
and 8 times tables. On Friday, they used bar models to help them answer division word problems. 
Very exciting! Year 4s have been using place value counters to help them answer short division 
problems and they too moved onto word problems by the end of the week. Very impressive work 
everyone! 
 
In English, the children have been writing their narratives based on Kathleen Krull's book 
'Pocahontas: Princess of the New World'. They have been using possessive apostrophes to show 
ownership to a person and also inverted commas to show dialogue and speech between two different 
characters. I have been very impressed by many of the stories that I read this week, which are both 
imaginative and creative. Well done everyone! 
 
We had our last lesson on electricity in Science this week. The children experimented with different 
resources to see if they were conductors or insulators. Conductors help electricity to flow around a 
circuit whereas insulators block electricity in a simple circuit.  
 
Mr Cleare had his last P.E. lesson with us on Tuesday. The children loved learning how to dribble and 
all participated very well in their end of lesson matches, well done everyone! In addition, we painted 
our clay models of the Houses of Parliament in Art and the children made some accurate and 
reasonable predictions about a text in Guided Reading.  
 
R.E. was very interesting, as they used their inquisitive skills to discuss the importance and relevance 
of messages in religious and non-religious stories. Furthermore, we started learning about the 
importance of internet safety in PSHE and the children made links to music, food, buildings and art in 
the USA in Geography.  
 
I am really looking forward to coming back after our half-term break. I will be continuing to teach P.E. 
which I hope will remain enjoyable and exciting for the children.  
 
Have a lovely break everyone! You have all worked so hard!  
 
Well done to Alexis for recognising that metal is an important conductor in Science.  
 
Well done to Alba for always being an amazing friend and role model to other children. 
 
Well done to Liam for using counters and drawings to successfully and repeatedly answer short 
division questions. 



 

 

 
Well done to Nikola for being an attentive listener, a good friend and for working hard in all lessons.  
 
Pioneers 
 
Hello, it  was really great to speak to you all at parents evening this week. Thank you in advance for 
your support in encouraging and guiding your children to read every single day over the forthcoming 
half term break. This week in literacy we have been inspired by  Rudyard Kipling ; the Jungle Book 
and we have been independently writing a narrative based on the back story of Baloo. Why did a bear 
end up in the jungle book story as the teacher of the man cub Mowgli? So how did he end up there? 
We were given the opportunity to write our own original  story. Baloo is actually a sloth bear; generally 
vegetarian (although he does like to eat ants) the sloth element  may explain his characteristic laid 
back nature as portrayed by both film versions of the Jungle Book. In the original book Baloo was not 
so relaxed and the children were shocked by the knowledge that Mowgli was cuffed by Baloo! 

 
Our guided reading this week has been based upon another 
classic Rudyard Kipling story Rikki Tikki Tavi. The children 
have been fascinated by the story of a brave young 
mongoose who keeps a human family and a number of 
animal friends safe from the murderous cobras who slither 
through his garden. It is an excellent story of courage and 
loyalty.   
In Maths  we have been continuing with multiplication and 
beginning with division. The children realise how important 

times tables knowledge is to assist in the efficient solving of their varied and challenging number 
sentences. Both methods of bus shelter and short division were  used by the children. 
 
In the short division example opposite  we ask how many 7’s are there 
in 36? 
5 x 7= 35   so remainder 1  
How many 7’s are in 12? 
1x7= 7   12-7= 5   Remainer 5 
R5 we have 5 remaining that we are unable to divide by 7 
 
 
 

 
In our art activities this week  we have 
been evaluating our printing and we have also made poppies which are 
going to be displayed at Quay Arts, Newport  as part of an initiative 
organised  by the Royal Marines.  
Please visit the Royal Marines crowd-funding page if you wish to donate. 
See below for more information. 
****https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/iowschools?utm_term=QkrPbg7P7 
Pictured here are the paper poppies made by Pioneers Class. 
 

 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/iowschools?utm_term=QkrPbg7P7


 

 

On Thursday we had a super French Day focusing on numbers 1-100, some lucky children won a 
pumpkin in the Bingo game.  Finally please look at these examples of our printing and have a GREAT 
half term.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

****The  Royal Marines Association (RMA) on the Island are organising a Poppy Display on the 
Island. The poppies/flowers will be primarily constructed by local primary school children and 
displayed for Remembrance Sunday. 
 
It is hoped that an impressive display can be made, This is to mark the men and women who did not 

make it home from the wars. All the money collected on the  Just-Giving page will go to the 

participating schools. 

If you name the school in the comments section the whole 

amount of your donation will go to that particular school. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

PIONEERS  
Take Home Task   October 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers  

To complement and inspired by  our Victorian topic I would love it if you and your 

child could make over half term a traditional Victorian Bathing machine. 

Famously, Prince Albert designed and created one for Queen Victoria which can 

be seen on the beach at Osborne House. 

Your children’s design can be made of cardboard or any other material. ( lego, 

cake , biscuits! whatever you like!) You may wish to have an opening door, steps, 

decorate the inside and make cardboard cut-outs of Victoria and her children who 

would have no doubt used it too.  

 
 
 
 

The task is due in on Monday 1st November 

Thank you for your support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Amelia Sam 

Adventurers George S-H Thomas H 

Adventurers Georgina Micah F 

Discoverers Alexis Alba 

Discoverers Liam Nikola 

Pioneers Annabelle Jack T 

Pioneers Laura Georgia-Rose 

 
 

 
 
 

Attendance week from:  
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 84.6% 0 0 4 16 

Adventurers 85.7% 1 50 0 30 

Discoverers 95.2% 1 50 2 11 

Pioneers 95% 0 0 4 10 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 91.3%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  

Katy age 9 

 

Several children and staff will also be celebrating birthdays over the half-term 

break and we wish them ‘Happy Birthday’ too! 

 

Mrs Sharp will be celebrating a Very Special Birthday! 

Mrs Rees 

Sophia age 10 

Dawson age 10 

Athena-Rose age 5 

Alena age 5 

Millie-Jay age 9 

 
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 
When we return after half term, we will be Week 1 on the dinner menu. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
Secondary School Admissions for Year 6 
 
Year 6 parents/guardians are reminded that the closing date to submit their application for a 
place in Secondary School for September 2022 is Midnight on Sunday 31 October 2021.  You 
can do this online at: www.iwight.com/schooladmissions and then click on the ‘Secondary 
School Sept 2022’ tab.  If you have any queries on the process, please 
email school.admissions@iow.gov.uk and they will assist you with your application.  Many 
Thanks 
  
 
 
 
 

http://www.iwight.com/schooladmissions
mailto:school.admissions@iow.gov.uk


 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
Friday 15th October – School finishes at 3.00pm for half-term break 
Monday 1st November – School reopens at 8.45 am  
Thursday 4th November – Fire Safety day 
Tuesday 9th November – Individual school photos (Cardwell & Simons) 
Tuesday 16th November – KS1 Toys of the Past workshop 
Friday 19th November – Whole school Flu Immunisations 
Thursday 25th November – Whole school Cineworld trip – Into Film Festival 
Thursday 16th December – Father Christmas visit (am) 
Thursday 16th December – School Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 
 
 
 
Morrisons ‘It’s Good to Grow’ Voucher Scheme 

The school has registered for this scheme which enables us to exchange 
tokens collected for gardening equipment. From 6th September until 24th 
October, for every £10 spent online or in store Morrisons will issue a  Grow 
Token. These can then be donated to the school via the MyMorrisons app or 
via Morrisons website. Please tell your friends and family! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

        
 

   


