
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 8th October 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had another enjoyable week culminating in a fantastic awards assembly celebrating the 
children’s successes both in and out of school as well as a number of children recapping the class trip 
to Osborne House. 
As we all aware we have six school values:  
 
Creativity 
Determination 
Excellence 
Respect 
Responsibility 
Tolerance 
 
This week we have seen our first class trip of the year with Year 5/6 venturing to Osborne House. 
Two workshops, Swiss Cottage and walking the grounds were some of the highlights. 
I am very proud to hear that the staff of English Heritage were exceptionally impressed with the 
behaviour and attitude of the Pioneers. Well done everyone. Respect and responsibility were clearly 
evident to see on this trip. 
 
During school hours there will always be an expectation that each of the values will be maintained to 
a consistently high standard. 
Fortunately it is quite rare that I need to remind children of our expectations that include respect for all 
adults and each other and taking responsibility for their actions. 
 
Explorers have continued to settle in. It has been great seeing how they are mixing so well as a class 
as well as with other members of the school. 
I’ve really enjoyed watching the way the class teacher is introducing new approaches to helping the 
children develop their early phonics and writing. 
 
In Adventurers, I know they are loving maths and have enjoyed making their Rangoli patterns. 
 
Discoverers are enjoying their topic work, science and English journey and Pioneers are proving to be 
real ambassadors for the school with their excellent attitude to all elements of school life. 
 
 



 

 

I’m delighted to see that attendance was excellent last week at over 98%. Unfortunately some of the 
younger children have succumbed to the odd sickness bug this week affecting numbers in both 
Adventurers and Explorers.  
Naturally I hope to the see the school return to a full house for the final week of half term. I can’t 
believe we have actually reached the end of our penultimate week before half term.  
 
Next week we welcome parents to come and meet the teachers on Wednesday. I am delighted to 
hear that we have 100% take up which will always be our aim. 
 
After half term PE content and clubs will be changing. 
Mrs Shenton has requested studded footwear and trainers be made available as there are likely to be 
lessons on the field and playground for key stage 1 and 2 classes. 
Clubs will be changing too with multi-games for Discoverers and a multi-skills club for the younger 
classes. More details will follow. 
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 

Exciting news for St Helens Primary School is that 
we have recently submitted our Artsmark 
application, which was accepted and we have now 
begun our Artsmark Journey. Mrs Maloney and Mrs 
Rees are the teachers currently driving this project 
forward. 
One of our main commitments relates to student 
voice and we have plans to create an Arts Council 

consisting of  ten  Year 5 and 6 children as Arts ambassadors for the school both internally and if 
/when any external representation is required.The children will be given an opportunity to apply to be 
an ambassador, so if interested…please read on. 
 
What are Art Ambassadors? 
Art Ambassadors are responsible pupils who are creative and passionate about the arts; who can 
make a valuable contribution to the arts enriched curriculum offered at St Helens Primary School 
  
Duties of Arts Ambassadors may include; 

 
● To gather feedback about the arts enriched curriculum and new ideas for developing the arts  

provision from all the school year groups; these will then be  presented during art council 

meetings (together with your own thoughts and concepts.) 

● Organising and managing school arts competitions and arts related challenges alongside Mrs 

Maloney and Mrs Rees. 

● Assisting with organising and installing the annual art exhibition and any other smaller exhibitions 

held within the school. 

● Attending regular Arts Council meetings that will be held during school hours. 

● Be willing and confident to meet, discuss and share our ideas about an arts and culture enriched  

curriculum with primary aged students from other local schools. 



 

 

 
 
 

How to apply to become an Arts Ambassador? 
 
During half term if you are in Year 5 or Year 6 and would like to become  an Arts Ambassador at St 
Helens then write to Mrs Maloney and Mrs Rees and explain why they should choose you. Either submit 
a letter by email to sarah.maloney@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk or a traditional style letter to be returned to 
school after half term. (A reminder will be issued this week) 
 
 
What is Artsmark? 
 
The Artsmark Award is the only creative quality standard for schools and education settings, accredited 
by Arts Council England. It supports settings to develop and celebrate their commitment to arts and 
cultural education for all children and young people. 

Its flexible framework helps embed arts, culture and creativity to support a broad and ambitious 
curriculum, strengthen pupil voice and support personal progression. 

Why Artsmark? 

● Support the health and wellbeing of pupils with arts,  culture  and creativity   

● Ensure every young person can be creative and access a diverse, high-quality cultural 

education   

● Engage, motivate and upskill teaching staff using Artsmark’s CPD and whole school 

collaboration   

● Access professional support, advice and resources to strengthen your setting’s arts provision. 

↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓ 

THE FIRST ARTSMARK STEP FOR PARENTS 

WHAT WE WOULD LIKE PARENTS TO DO IS COMPLETE A MENTI SURVEY. 

It is really easy- please either use the QR code  below or use the link: 
https://www.menti.com/dzs5bvy4wx 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sarah.maloney@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk
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MENTI is a simple survey tool . All you need to do is  to input 5 words to answer the question….. What 
does an outstanding arts provision in a primary school look and feel like? 

Please remember that the "arts" includes drama, dance, music, photography, as well as the traditional 
artwork eg painting, claywork etc 

You are allowed to complete the survey more than once but it only ever wants you to input 5 words. 

This survey tool is open for 7 days and we will be reminding you to complete it at Parents evening on 
Wednesday too. 

↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ 
 
 
Explorers 
This week the Explorers have been hard at work learning new sounds and songs to accompany 
them. They each made their own writing wands to write sounds in the air with. We have also been so 
impressed with their letter formation on whiteboards and with chalks outside. Metal Mike has been 
helping the Explorers sound out words and you may now hear the children sounding out different 
words like robots for the next few weeks. Explorers also had great fun playing musical corners in the 
hall. When the music stopped they had to run to the sound which was called and all enjoyed the 
challenge of running to as many sounds as they could in one minute. 
I was really impressed with how well the children are dancing and following instructions in Mrs 
Sharp’s wake up shake up this week. 
The children have been spotting lots of wildlife in our outside area. We always have the regular bug 
hunts which they love but this week they have spotted two cats and found a baby frog which they 
were all very excited about. 
In Maths this week we have been on a shape hunt around the school, looking at 2D shapes and 
gathering objects around our classroom and exploring what shapes they are. We have been looking 
at the properties of each shape. We noticed that we seem to have lots of rectangle shapes but not as 
many square shapes in our school. We also played musical shapes where the children had to run to 
the shape called, which was chalked on the ground. Some of the children also painted repeating 
shape patterns on our large painting frame and individual sheets of paper. When using the large 
painting frame they all worked together to paint the pattern using the correct shapes and colours. This 
weeks number of the week is 2 and the children have been exploring pairs. Our big emotions song 
this week was ‘Excited bubbles’. They each chose an instrument they wanted to use and performed 
the song beautifully. They also really enjoyed popping the bubbles at the end. 
 
Adventurers 
The children are really enjoying our history lessons at the moment. We are learning about the Great 
Fire of London. On Tuesday we talked about how we find out about the past. In the classroom we had 
set up an gallery of clues e.g. diary extracts, newspapers dated 1666, pictures of paintings and maps 
of London. The children needed to find the best clues to confirm different statements about the Fire of 
London. Thomas Hall was trying to find evidence to suggest that  Samuel Pepys’ (an English 
diarist) house did not burn down in the Great Fire so he looked closely at a map to find Pepys house 
and confirm that this statement was true-great detective work. Finnlay was able to confirm that people 
used buckets of water to put out the fire by looking at the paintings of people firefighting. Frazer also 



 

 

used pictures to confirm that people escaped by Fire by climbing down into the River Thames. All the 
children are really enjoying learning about how to be a historian and finding out about the past. 
 
English has been fun this week, in Year 1 the children were recording their ideas accurately and in 
Year 2 they were using ‘because’ to add additional information. They need to tell me about the 
naughty things Egg Box dragon had been doing, Cai said "He climbed onto the washing line to rip off 
all the underwear!" Maria said "He snuck into Mrs Rees house to steal Betsy the dog!" and Taylor told 
me "He hid in Mr Wakes office to give him a fright!" The children filled pages full of naughty ideas-
what great imaginations!  
On Thursday the children needed to use prepositions to tell me about the things Egg Box Dragon had 
been finding. George really inspired us all by linking his learning to other story characters such 
as  "He found Willy Wonka's hat inside the chocolate river." "He found the Gruffalo's child between 
the wooden pigs."  
 
All the children have made fantastic progress in maths. They have been really keen to show off their 
skills counting forward and back in tens from any number eg 2, 12, 22, 32, 42... Please keep working 
on this at home to help secure their knowledge. We have really focused on subtraction using a 
number line, some Year 1's worked with subtracting a single digit from numbers to 20, others worked 
with subtracting a single digit from numbers to 100. Year 2 managed to subtract single digits then 
double digits from 100. They also started to use their counting in 10 knowledge to make jumps of ten 
on the number line, rather than single unit jumps. By the end of the week many of the children were 
even drawing their own number line to work out subtraction questions. Thomas told me "When my 
mum asks me what I'm proud of, I'm going to tell her that I'm proud because I can draw a number 
line." Super achievements all round. 
 
Mrs Shenton told me that she was very pleased with the improvements in team work during PE. She 
even put a whole handful of marbles in the jar! The children are supporting each other and developing 
their PE skills. 
 
Mrs Yardley made beautiful rangoli patterns using air dried clay and mixed seeds in RE. The children 
learnt that rangoli patterns are bright, colourful and beautiful designs that are associated with Diwali. 
Max really concentrated on his pattern and it is fabulous-well done. 
 
Another great week, thank you again to all the children for their hard work, perseverance and 
creativity. They are a pleasure to teach.  
 
Pioneers 
 
This week in the Pioneers Class was a very exciting week, as we went on the long-awaited trip to 
Osborne House. On the day we were extremely lucky with the weather as it was sunny and not too 
blustery. We started the day “below stairs”  with Mrs Smith the housekeeper who informed us that the 
Queen was coming and we , as servants,had to get the house ready for her visit. Real servant names 



 

 

were used from the Osborne household census and 
each girl and boy had to put on a white or green 
apron. 
All the children absolutely loved pretending to be 
servants of Queen Victoria; they were taught how to  
lay the table;  polish the silver; as well as learning to 
make beds with sheets and coverlets; making 
authentic paper twists for the open fire and grinding 
the sugar  to prepare  a tea tray. Without exception 
the children enjoyed the role-playing and took it 
upon themselves to be extremely diligent and hard-
working in each of the tasks undertaken. 
 
 

Another ‘skill' learnt was bowing 
and curtsying and how Victorian 
servants were unseen and 
unheard. All the staff who went 
on the trip were  very proud of 
all the children in and around 
the Workshops because of their 
listening,  participation and 
excellent manners. This was 
also noted by the English 
Heritage staff and volunteers.  
 After a stroll through the 
grounds and a visit to the ice house we walked to 
the Swiss Cottage where we had our lunch in the 
fresh air.  
 After lunch we had our second  Workshop during 

which we were able to show off our brilliant memory of the names of the princes 
and princesses, (the children of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert) in birth order. 
The second workshop focused on exploration and how the Victorians were  great 
explorers using Queen Victoria's own children as an example. We also listened 
to diary extracts written by the children.Then we all spent  some quality time in 
the Swiss cottage and in the museum. As a primary school we were quite 
privileged to go into both, as even English Heritage card holding visitors on 
Tuesday were not allowed in! (They were trying to get in too!!)The children were 
amazed at the collections housed within the museum and it certainly fired their 
imagination in terms of items that were collected by the Queen’s children. The 
day was very successful in terms of learning and experiences for the children and 
we continue as a school  to have great links with English Heritage on the IOW. 



 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for supporting this school trip and thanks especially to FOSH 
for subsidising the transport costs. 
 

PE Kit Update 
Obviously we were unaware that leggings were such a popular choice of clothing resulting in some 
parents buying multiple pairs. Accordingly, it would seem unfair to ask parents to purchase additional 
clothing at this time.  
If there are no tracksuit bottoms available then leggings will suffice, though I understand some 
children prefer tracksuits with shorts underneath as this allows them greater flexibility if they get too 
warm. 
Please be aware that it is our intention to return to wearing school uniform after half term as it is more 
likely that children will get wet/muddy so they will need to get changed out of wet clothes. We will 
review the situation on a half term basis. 
 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Levi Elizabeth 

Adventurers Max Zach 

Adventurers Taylor Abbie 

Discoverers George Rowen 

Discoverers Jarryd Blossom 

Pioneers Dawson William  

Pioneers Roo Jack B 

 
 

Attendance week from: 27/09/2021 to 01/10/2021 
 



 

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 100 0 0 0 0 

Adventurers 97.6 1 65 0 5 

Discoverers 99.3 0 0 0 2 

Pioneers 97.5 0 0 2 5 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 98.4%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Seb age 5 

Liam age 9 
 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils)

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Wednesday 13th October – Parents Evening 3.00-7.30pm 
Friday 15th October – School finishes at 3.00pm for half-term break 
Monday 1st November – School reopens at 8.45 am  
Thursday 4th November – Fire Safety day 
Tuesday 9th November – Individual school photos (Cardwell & Simons) 
Tuesday 16th November – KS1 Toys of the Past workshop 
Friday 19th November – Whole school Flu Immunisations 
Thursday 25th November – Whole school Cineworld trip – Into Film Festival 
Thursday 16th December – Father Christmas visit (am) 
Thursday 16th December – School Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 



 

 

Morrisons ‘It’s Good to Grow’ Voucher Scheme 
 

The school has registered for this scheme which enables us to exchange 
tokens collected for gardening equipment. From 6th September until 24th 
October, for every £10 spent online or in store Morrisons will issue a  Grow 
Token. These can then be donated to the school via the MyMorrisons app or 
via Morrisons website. Please tell your friends and family! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, bedding and towels (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed 
fortnightly and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! 
Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, 
blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our 
overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

           
 
 
 

 

       
 
 



 

 

        

 


