
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 12th November 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had another exciting week culminating in an extended awards assembly on Friday 
with lots of children receiving recognition for their great work and attitude.  
I was very impressed that Sami has made a special effort to welcome back Alexander who has 
rejoined us after a two year absence. 
 
On Thursday we marked Armistice with a two minute silence. Every child without exception 
marked the occasion with perfect respect. Thankyou  
 
Explorers continue to settle in well. It is impressive that they are already involved in many 
whole school events at this time in the year and demonstrate what a mature class they are. 
 
Adventurers have had a varied week as usual with exciting lessons in art, DT, RE in addition 
to their fantastic maths and English work. 
I should mention how delighted I was with Luke’s reading. I have heard many positive things 
in the recent past and must confirm his reading is very impressive. 
 
The majority of children tend to love practical science so Discoverers would have been in their 
element this week testing properties of rocks. 
The second half of the week the children look forward to two lessons of PE and ICT where 
they are learning to be the next Wales or Sanger – or at least use their platform! 
 
Pioneers have also had a very varied week. Mrs Maloney is certainly testing my vocabulary 
this week with lessons as cryptographers writing Caesar Cipher, art lessons producing 
Turnersque paintings and the use of cohesive paragraphing in English lessons (as well as 
other subjects I’m sure). 
Daniel will have got very excited in art I’m sure! 
 
Covid Update 
 
St Helens have been very lucky with very minimal infection at the school to present.  
There has only been one reported positive PCR result as of today.  
I appreciate that some parents may be concerned when we notify them of a positive LFT. 
Nonetheless we are trying to return to normal as best as we can and as soon as tests are 
returned negative or the children complete the isolation period, they should return to school 
in line with government guideline 



 

 

Next week we welcome Photographic and toy workshops and FOSH will be visiting to making 
final preparations for the Winter Ball on Friday in addition to restocking the outside PE 
equipment following a generous donation. 
 
Have a marvelous weekend.  
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
Explorers 
Explorers have been busy this week using their mathematical skills outside. They enjoyed using 
challenge cards to compete different maths tasks. These tasks including making different shapes 
from twigs and exploring the properties of the shape they made. Finding and then counting out a 
given amount of mini-beasts. The children were not phased in the slightest with picking up worms. I 
have to admit, I wasn’t as keen as they were but I was very impressed with how many they found and 
their brilliant counting skills. 
They also counted leaves and stones and matched the amounts to corresponding number cards. 
The number of the week is 5 and they have explored what five looks like as a quantity, how they write 
it and of course there has been lots of high 5’s. 
We have been SO impressed with the children’s writing this week. They have been working really 
hard to apply all their phonics correctly when sounding out words and practicing to form letters 
correctly. With this we have seen lots of independent writing happen within their role play. We had 
two visitors on Thursday afternoon which Explorers were very excited about. Jo and Kirsty who are 
nurses came to tell us all about their jobs. Kirsty is a practice nurse who works at a doctors surgery 
and Jo is a specialist nurse at St Mary’s Hospital. They explained how their jobs varied from each 
other’s but their main role is to help people feel better and care for them. They bought some of their 
equipment in and explained how and why they use it. Afterwards the children had great fun 
pretending to be nurses, doctors and patients. 
The children watched a short video about remembrance day and made poppies, they also took part in 
the two minute silence with the whole school in the hall. We were so impressed with their behaviour 
and respect during the silence. Well done Explorers another fantastic week. 
 
Adventurers 
We have started to read our new class text called  A Walk in London by Salvatore Rubbino. 

 
 The children will be working towards creating a tourist guide about London. This 
week they have used capital letters for place names and time connectives to 
describe their own tour of London.  
 
In Maths the children have continued to work on multiplication. They have 
explored arrays, repeated addition, the use of concrete items, jumping along 
number lines and skip counting. We have also worked on solving multiplication 
problems. During the later part of the week we started to explore division; Year 1 
worked on dividing by 2. Year 2 divided by 2, 3, 5, and 10 then started to look at 

the relationship between division and multiplication. 
 
We have started to explore the different ways of spelling /ee/ and /ai/ in phonics. Year 2 were also 
looking at the homophone see and sea. 
 



 

 

The children enjoyed decorating their Christmas angels for the St Helens tree, they used acrylic pens 
and many wanted to put rainbow colours on them this year. In RE we have explored why light is 
important in the story on Hanukkah. The children created Menorahs to help them remember the story. 
 
In History we looked at pictures of the Great Fire of London to help us see why it spread so quickly 
through London. The children made some fantastic observations for example Logan said "They had 
to get buckets of water from the river, that was slow." Abbie said "The wind pushed the fire, I can see 
the fire going sideways in the picture...that's the wind." 
 
In DT the children have been tasked to make a representation of London houses during the Great 
Fire for a class museum display. We looked at how houses and buildings we different during 1666, 
the children were interested by the Tudor designs.  
 
Art has been very focused this week, the children have continued to work on making close 
observations and using light sketch makes. The have sketched the Queens guards, making multiple 
attempts to improve their sketches. 
 
 
Discoverers 
Another busy week in Discoverers Class! In Maths, we have been continuing to look at fractions. We 
have done some practical activities cutting up rectangles looking at equal and unequal parts. We 
moved onto looking at strips of paper dividing them into equal and unequal parts and then 
concentrated on lengths by dividing the whole line into equal parts. An example completed by Alba 
was a line 16cm long divided into 4 equal parts, each part would be 4cm in length. An example 
completed by Lylah was a line 10cm long divided into 2 equal parts, each part would be 5cm in 
length. Some of the children used counters to help them with the division calculation. 
 
In English, we have continued our learning journey on ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ by Philip 
Pullman. We have been looking at making more predictions based on chapter three. I have been 
encouraging the children to try and use clues in the text to help them with their predictions. Pippa 
came up with an excellent prediction - ‘I predict that the King will realise Hamlet (the white elephant) 
has run away because the servant in the bushes saw Lila’s father helping Chulak hide him. The 
servant thinks he might get a reward for telling the king.’ 
 
In Science, we have been learning new vocabulary linked to rocks including durability, permeability 
and density. The children carried out some careful observations based on some tests. The children’s 
favourite was testing the different types of rocks density by putting them into a big tub of water to see 
whether they floated or not. 
 
The children had great fun in Art this week. They used the school grounds to forage for natural 
materials to make firework art based on the artist Andy Goldsworthy. I was very impressed by how 
Liam and Josiah worked as a team. Rowan concentrated on using green and yellow coloured 
materials for his firework art. Jarryd needs a special mention as his group had to change from last 
week and he explained his design perfectly to his new team members! 
 
The children have continued to look at prefixes and root words. For their homework this week, I am 
asking them to pick five of the words and to write sentences with them in. I look forward to seeing 
what they write! 

 
 



 

 

Discoverers 
It has been a lovely return to the school as Mrs Allbrighton. Many of the children have continued to 
call me Miss Pearson and it will take quite a while I think for the new name to be learnt. All the same, 
it has been a lovely end to the week.  
 
In Maths, the children used shapes and lines to better their understanding of 'wholes' and 'parts of 
wholes' in fractions. Some of the Year 4s were able to write the fractions for their shape or line in 
numerical form, which showed that they had made some very good progress. In our next lesson, we 
will begin to identify numerators and denominators.  
  
The children summarised what they had read so far in The Firework Maker's Daughter in English. On 
Friday, they created a poster to advertise the Festival of the New Year Firework Display. The children 
all had an excellent understanding of the book and were able to tell me many wonderful things about 
the story. Well done everyone! 
 
The pupils had their first lesson on netball in P.E. where they practised chest, bounce and over the 
shoulder passes. They also practised scoring balls through hula hoops too and all did exceptionally 
well. In PSHE, we discussed the importance of internet safety and the children completed a 
comprehensive study of the Atlantic Ocean in Topic.  
 
Our topic in ICT this half-term will be 'We are authors'. The children spent this lesson enquiring into 
what they want to find out about a certain state in the U.S.A. They used a word document to identify 
different questions that they would want to research. This is for our end product - which will be to 
create a wikipedia page about a state in the U.S.A. This coincides with our termly topic - The U.K. vs 
The USA.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend everyone and well done for working so hard! 
 
 
Pioneers 
 
As is normal our  week in Pioneers was very varied and busy. In Literacy as we move through our new 
learning journey we have been discovering  more about wolves and in particular how the author of our 
sad tale found his whole attitude being changed by Lobo ( the wolf). We have been using illustrations 
from the book to inspire meaningful,  expanded noun phrases. Another challenge has been to compose 
sentences that begin with a verb or a simile and complete a cohesive paragraph. We have been thinking 
about sentence construction and order of clauses and positioning of commas. In spelling we are 
continuing to consider spelling words with the common ending/ suffix  of able.  

 
In Maths the whole class have been working diligently on adding and subtracting fractions often now 
with different denominators. We have been working with common factors to convert fractions to their 
common denominator. All this so we do not need to rely upon a fraction wall, although we can certainly 
use fraction walls to check our answers. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
In our science topic this week we have impressively remembered our electrical circuit symbols (from 
Year 3 and 4)and have used them to draw accurate fully functioning circuits. Samson discovered that 
with a  buzzer and a switch he could create a morse code “machine”. Which forms a brilliant segue to 
ICT in which we are being Cryptographers,  decoding ciphers and this week using a Caesar Cipher as 
a starting point. 
Can you decipher this message?  
SLR HUB 

DUH 

JUHDW 
 

In Art we had a go at a “Turnersque” painting of a steam train, JMW 
Turner is one of our Victorian artists. In History we are now beginning to 
consider how Isambard KIngdom Brunel (another Victorian) was 
influenced in his life by this new invention - the railway- in his 
engineering feats. This week in History we were investigating bridge 
construction by building our own via a series of challenges using paper 
clips, paper , art straws, and tape. Each bridge had to be constructed to 
hold the weight of plastic cubes. Next time it will be coins! 
 
The class had their photos taken this week and they all looked smart 
and smiled  beautifully. I hope you are happy with the results. Next week 
- on Tuesday- we have arranged a history, artefact handling,  school-
based-workshop.  This is inspired by the home of Victorian pioneering 
portrait photographer Julia Margaret Cameron who had a residence  in Freshwater( Dimbola),More 
details next week. 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers William Seb 

Explorers Alena Athena-Rose 

Adventurers Finnlay  Ria 

Adventurers Emily Micah F 

Adventurers Frazer Max 

Adventurers Clara Micah M 

Discoverers Alfie P Lottie R 

Discoverers Katy Thomas G 

Discoverers Hannah Sami 

Discoverers Pippa Nikola 

Pioneers Wesley Lenny 

Pioneers Harvey Sarah H 

Pioneers Alex L Elsie 

Pioneers Jack B Daniel 

 
 

 
 
 

Attendance week from: 01/11/2021 to 05/11/2021 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 96.9 0 0 4 0 

Adventurers 97.1 1 15 0 6 

Discoverers 96.2 1 15 8 2 

Pioneers 93.5 0 0 6 12 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 95.7%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Rowan age 5 

Jessica age 9 

 

 
 
 

Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 

HELP NEEDED FOR THE CHRISTMAS FAIR! 
 

All are welcome to join FOSH for a chat on TUESDAY 16th NOVEMBER at 9am.  

 
We will be meeting in school and will be discussing plans for the upcoming Christmas fair on 

Saturday 11th December.   
As a small school we really need everyone to get involved to make the fair a success and want to 

encourage everyone to come along and get involved.  
If you have a younger child, you are most welcome to bring them along to the meeting too. 

 
All offers of help will be greatly appreciated! 

 
If you are unable to make the meeting but would be available to help, even for just a short time, on 
Saturday 11th December, please let us know by emailing mail@friendsofsthelens.org. 

 
 

Wellbeing Day Cake Sale 
 
Thank you for all your delicious donations to our cake sale. A grand total of £75.88 was raised which 
will be used to help fund activities for our next Wellbeing Day. Don’t forget if you haven’t already 
donated towards the Storyteller who came last week and would like to contribute £2, donations can 
be handed in to the school office or class teachers.   

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mail@friendsofsthelens.org


 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

MENU CHANGE FOR THURSDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
  
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Tuesday 16th November – KS1 Toys of the Past workshop 
Tuesday 16th November – Pioneers History workshop 
Tuesday 16th November – FOSH Christmas Fair Planning Meeting (9.00am at school) 
Friday 19th November – Whole school Flu Immunisations 
Thursday 25th November – Whole school Cineworld trip – Into Film Festival 
Thursday 16th December – Father Christmas visit (am) 
Thursday 16th December – School Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 
 



 

 

 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
        
 

   


