
 

 

 
 

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 19th November 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had another exciting and busy week. 
 
In Science, Pioneers continued to develop their knowledge of electricity by using voltmeters and data 
loggers to measure and record voltage and record light. They even recalled the term lux symbol: lx) 
which is the measure of illuminance.  
 
Discoverers investigated tone in art and permeability in science. Mrs Leslie chose the perfect time of 
the year to collect the fallen leaves which acted as the stimulus in the art lessons. 
PSHE lessons have focused on appropriate behaviours in line with anti- bullying week.  
 
Adventurers class and Pioneers had a visit from the Heritage Education Service who offered 
workshops in photography and toys. They were highly successful  
 
Meanwhile in Explorers, two new class mates have been made to feel welcome with a small area 
dedicated to their needs. They are certainly welcome additions to the class. 
 
The St Helens hospital is a work in progress following on from their visitors last week. The hospital 
includes examples of medical vocabulary and pictures (including x rays) and I believe I even saw 
some signs of patients (dolls).  
 
I heard evidence of the first signs of seasonal activity with singing from the hall. I know the teachers 
plan to record the event on this occasion. Hopefully in 2022 we can return to face to face audiences. 
Nonetheless I’m sure the children will enjoy themselves enjoy presenting their play to key stage 2. 
 
On Wednesday we had a visit from our new link advisor who looks at all aspects of school life. She 
was very impressed with the ambience of the school, the teaching and learning and the manner and 
behavior of the children she spoke to. 
 
As the head teacher, I know how fortunate we are to have such a dedicated set of staff who work 
hard to support the children to the best of their abilities. 
 
The awards assembly took a slightly different turn this week with Pioneers, supported by Mrs 
McDougall entertaining the children with an amazing drama and music presentation based on the 
Victorian work they had completed in class. Undoubtedly this will have helped the class to remember 
the hardships of the workshops during this time period. 



 

 

Following the assembly, the flu immunization programme took place for some children and hopefully 
will result in positives outcomes in the future. The booking was done electronically this year so I hope 
everyone who wished to partake found the system easy to follow. 
 
Also on Friday, FOSH have organised the Winter Ball. I hope it proves successful. I look forward to 
seeing the children enjoying the occasion and will report further details next week. 
 
Chartwells 
 
Our new food supplier would like to remind parents and children that baguettes will soon be available 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays for a trial period. 
They would also like to encourage other children to try their new menu. The school will consider 
trialing small taster portions for those children who may be interested. Chartwells advise bringing in a 
smaller pack lunch on some days to leave room for a small school dinner. Please let the school office 
know if it is something that may be of interest.  
 
Sadly we have to say goodbye to Miss Sullivan as well as George and Evelyn and wish them well in 
the future. 
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
Explorers 
 
Explorers started the week with two new arrivals to their class... Joey and Gary the goldfish. There 
were 7 names chosen by the Explorers and they each voted for their favourites. They have been 
super organised and have demonstrated responsible attitudes for looking after their class pets. They 
have put reminders on our days of the week, as to which days Joey and Gary need to be fed and 
always check to see if they are ok. Gary likes to hide in the coconut most of the time, we think Joey 
might be a bit bossy. 
The Explorers have turned our role play area into St Helens Hospital, we have had lots of X-rays 
taken, prescriptions written and cuts bandaged. 
In Maths the children are really enjoying using Numicon and have used it in a variety of different 
ways. Tracing it, matching it to number cards and adding with it. The number of the week is 6 and 
they have been exploring different ways to make 6. They really enjoy the number time video with the 
Mexican maths mouse. 
The children have been recognising numbers within their play, they particularly enjoyed the car racing 
ramps and looking at what number their car travelled too. They have also been practicing to write 
numbers with paint on the large writing frame outside. They also recorded their darts scores on this 
too. 
This week in Phonics the children have looked at the sounds u, r & h and the tricky word ‘the’ they 
really enjoyed writing these sounds on a large piece of paper and also writing words too. When they 
looked at the sound ‘h’ they all made hats and wrote the word hat. They decorated their hats with lots 
of writing and different materials. Afterwards they all did a catwalk in the hall with their fabulous new 
hats which they all found very funny.  
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
 



 

 

Adventurers 
A busy week for Adventurers again! The children were tasked with making a model of a street from 
The Great Fire of London. Last week they explored what houses looked like in 1666 and 
sketched ideas. This week they worked in teams to make the Tudor houses from boxes. I am sure 
you agree that their model looks fantastic.  

 
On Tuesday, the Isle of Wight Heritage Education services 
visited for our Old Toys workshop. The workshop linked really 
well to our science learning as the children found out that older 
toys were mostly made from wood, fabric and metal. They also 
discovered that most old toys did not use batteries and 
required us to supply energy to make them work via a push, 
pull, twist, drop etc. The children were able to play with many 
replica toys such as the Zoetrope, Bagatelle, Jack in the Box 
and spinning tops. It was a great workshop which the children 
thoroughly enjoyed. 
 

Throughout this week we have been working with 2D shapes, naming them and investigating their 
properties e.g. number of sides and symmetry. The children made many great observations such as 
"The rectangle has two short sides and two longer sides." Luke "The circle has a curved side." Finn 
"The lines run opposite one another." Cai. To finish the week the children found fractions of shapes. 
Year 1 investigated shading 1/2 and 1/4 of different shapes. Year 2 found 1/2, 1/4, 1/3, 2/4 and 3/4 of 
different shapes.  
 
In English the children have continued to read our new text and journeyed on a walk through London. 
Year 1 have started sentences with proper nouns and wrote postcards to their parents to tell them 
about their visit to London. Year 2 have used statements and questions in their writing. They wrote 
letters to the Queen about their experiences in London. 
 
Thank you to all the parents and carers that have supported their children with the home learning tasks 
this term. It was wonderful to see all their creations during the show and tell. I was impressed by the 
range of ideas e.g. a beautiful painting of the Fire of London by Frazer; a lego map of London by Micah 
and a cardboard model of London by Emily. 
 
Discoverers 
Mrs Leslie 
I am always amazed at how hard the children in Discoverers work and how much work we manage to 
fit in! The children always try their best and love to be challenged! 
 
In Maths this week,  the children have been using their best robot voices to understand the 
terminology numerator and denominator. I was very impressed with George and Liam’s robot 
impressions! Milly Jay and Katy were able to draw multiple shapes to represent fractions where the 
denominator was 2, 3, 4 and so on. Jarryd really challenged himself by coming up with four different 
shapes to represent a fraction where the denominator was 3. 
 
In English, we have been looking at the features of newspaper articles. We started to look at this last 
week and continued. The children correctly identified features including: headlines, quotes, written in 
past tense, third person, picture and captions and introductory paragraph including the 5Ws. I wonder 
if the children can remember them? We then looked at the spellings rules for adding the suffix -ed to 
verbs to make them past tense and irregular past tense verbs. These are tricky but the children all did 



 

 

very well! 
 
In Science, we used a new planning template for a class experiment. We worked together and looked 
at what needed to stay the same, what should be changed and how we could measure the results. Mr 
Wake is thinking about having a monument placed in the school grounds and the children have to 
work out which rock would be the best for the job! They decided that they would like to answer the 
questions: which rock would be the most permeable? The children then made predictions. Ellie came 
up with a fantastic prediction and based this on prior knowledge. She predicted that marble would be 
the most permeable because it is often used in monuments. 
 
In Art, we have been looking at tone. The children collected three different types of leaves from 
around the school grounds. We then discussed what tone is and looked at the changes of tone from 
dark to light. The children then used different tones to draw the leaves. 
 
Another amazing week of fantastic learning. Well done Discoverers, I am super proud of you! 
 
Mrs Allbrighton 
It has been a lovely end to the week in Discoverers' class. I have been so impressed with all of the 
children - they have all worked so hard and many have shown excellent stamina and progress in a 
wide range of subjects.  
 
On Thursday, in English, the children used similes, alliteration and persuasive writing to describe a 
firework display. These are some excellent examples of their work: 
 
The fabulous fireworks darted across the sky like spaceships.  
The frightening fireworks blew up in the sky. 
The fascinating fireworks exploded in the sky like dynamite.  
 
Well done everyone! On Friday, the children discussed a range of suitable headings for their 
newspaper articles and started to plan their work for next week. Very impressive!  
 
The children continued to develop their understanding of fractions this week. We discussed 
vocabulary such as: halves, thirds, quarters, fifths and sixths. On Thursday, they created 3D objects 
out of multilink to find different fractions and the children grouped counters and circles together on 
Friday to find halves, thirds, quarters, fifths and sixths of certain amounts. A fabulous effort from 
everyone - really well done!  
 
The children had their second lesson on netball in P.E. They enjoyed developing their understanding 
of chest, bounce and over the shoulder passes and worked in teams to practise passing the balls to 
each other. They practised scoring at the end of the lesson too. Please can parents ensure that 
children have standard running trainers for Thursday's P.E. lessons. No football boots as the lessons 
are taking place in the playground and not on the football field.  
 
The class discussed different ways to resolve conflict and react to hurtful behaviour in PSHE, which 
coincides with our topic of 'managing friendships'. In Geography, we had a case study on the USA. 
The children were able to recognise a range of facts, such as: preferred foods, population, types of 
religion, education, history and the meanings behind flag decoration in the lesson. Really well done 
everyone! 
 
Have a lovely weekend and well done everyone for such fabulous work.  



 

 

Pioneers 
 
Hello all,  this week in Pioneers class we have been drafting and writing individual letters  to persuade 
President Biden of the United States of America to keep wolves on the endangered species list in the 
USA. In this section  of our learning journey we have been learning about the positive effect wolves ( 
following their reintroduction in 1995 ) have had in Yellowstone National Park USA on the diversity of 
species and their key role in the “ circle of life.” Wolves are a top predator and  they are essential  to 
the maintenance of a healthy ecosystem and  environment. 
The children have been writing persuasively and 
enthusiastically using arguments such as these. 

 
In Maths we have been looking at 
fractions decimals and percentages and 
beginning to understand the 
relationship between all three. We have 
used a combination of pictorial 
representations, diagrams and 
computer games to enhance our 
understanding of these concepts. 
 In art we have finished our Turner inspired  watercolours and we are now 
looking forward to completing our Village of Angels contributions. 
 
On Tuesday morning  we received a fantastic workshop from 
Estelle Baker of the Isle of Wight  Heritage Service. She 
brought into school a large number of Victorian artefacts. 
The children firstly examined and established what they 
were for. Secondly the class were able to curate the artefacts 
and create their own  museum. The children then  visited 
their museum, played with some replica Victorian toys and 
also took turns in dressing up (some of that dressing up you 

can see here). 

 
We all had a great time and learnt a lot about  the famous 
Victorian pioneering photographer Julia Margaret Cameron who 
lived in Freshwater. After showing a keen interest in 
photography for many years, Cameron took up the practice at 
the relatively late age of 48, in 1864 after her daughter gave her 
a camera as a present. She quickly produced a  
large body of portrait work including Charles Darwin, Lord Tennyson and Alice 
Liddell( Alice from Alice in Wonderland) who all visited her studio 

 in Freshwater.  
  

 
 



 

 

 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Hollie Rowan 

Adventurers Zach Lottie A 

Adventurers Maria-Grace Luke 

Discoverers Reuben Blossom 

Discoverers Jarryd Ellie 

Pioneers Alex M Shannon 

Pioneers Evelyn Fleur 

 
 
Car Parking 
Unfortunately we have had another visit from one of the residents regarding parking in Broomlands 
Close. It appears one or two people are reverting to parking across their drives or on double yellow 
lines without consideration for anyone else. 
Please remember there are usually spaces in the car park just a few metres down the road. 

 
 
 
 

Attendance week from: 08/11/2021 to 12/11/2021 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 87.7% 0 0 4 12 

Adventurers 92.4% 0 0 2 14 

Discoverers 94.2% 1 25 14 2 

Pioneers 88.2% 0 0 4 29 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 90.9%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Mrs Maloney 

Jack age 10 

Lenny age 10 

Georgia-Rose age 11 

Mrs Rue 

 
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
  
 
CX & DIRECTORATE FOR SCHOOLS & LEARNING 

Midday Supervisor 

 ST HELENS PRIMARY SCHOOL, BROOMLANDS CLOSE, ST HELENS] 

 [Tel: 872442 email [admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk] 
 
Headteacher:  Mr Carl Wake    NOR 92 
 
Salary: £2161 
 

Hours: Initially one hour per day 1200 - 1300 
 



 

 
   Fixed-term contract until 31 August 2022 in the first instance 

 

Required for: 3rd January 2022 or as soon as possible 
 
The Governors of St Helens Primary School wish to appoint a Midday Supervisory Assistant. 
 

  Due to an increase in pupil numbers we are seeking an enthusiastic, resourceful Midday    
  Supervisory Assistant to help make lunchtimes a positive and happy experience for our    
  children. 

The successful candidate will: 

 Be reliable, trustworthy and patient. 

 Enjoy working with children. 

 Help supervise children when eating their lunch. 

 Guide children to play together and develop positive relationships in the playground. 

 Be able to work as part of a committed team. 
 
Application Procedure 
 
Visits to the school are welcomed. Please contact Teresa Anderson on 01983872442 or email us on 
admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk. (please note social distancing is adhered to at all times). 
 
Please contact St Helens Primary for further details regarding the role and responsibilities.  Completed 
applications should be returned directly to the school.  
 
St Helens Primary is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share in this commitment. 
 
This School is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes applications from all sections of the 
community 
 

Closing date Midday Friday 3rd December 2021 

Interviews to be held week commencing 6th December 2021. 

 
 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Thursday 25th November – Whole school Cineworld trip – Into Film Festival 
Tuesday 14th Decemeber – EYFS and KS1 Party Day 
Wednesday 15th December – KS2 Party Day 
Thursday 16th December – Father Christmas visit (am) 
Thursday 16th December – School Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 
Tuesday 4th January – School reopens at 8.45am for the Spring Term 
 
 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 


