
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 5th November 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been great to welcome back the children after our extended October break. Although I prefer 
the longer summer break myself, I may be wishing we had two weeks next autumn when we return to 
the more traditional week’s holiday next year! 
 
Nonetheless the children have returned in good form and have been provided with a flurry of exciting 
lessons this week. 
 
Explorers celebrated fireworks early toasting marshmallows and drinking hot chocolate as part of their 
special bonfire party. Thank you to Mrs Lacey for her organisation and not spoiling my much needed 
diet by offering me a selection of goodies! 
 
Discoverers welcomed back Mrs Leslie after her ‘extended holiday’ who has thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience.  
There was evidence of a similar firework theme in the choice of text that provided the children with 
the opportunity to write some outstanding sentences as you can see below. 
 
Adventurers have also been writing some excellent firework poetry. The class poem below is 
fantastic. Well done everyone. 
 

Pioneers have started their latest English learning journey which set in the plains of New Mexico called 
The Wolves of Currumpaw. The children will enjoy this text that is based on the true story of a notorious 
wolf pack and the man hired to trap their leader.  
 
On Thursday the school experienced our latest wellbeing day after quite a delay. The organisation by 
the staff was excellent and the activities perfect. The fire service, storyteller, pebble painting, singing 
and signing were all excellent and well received by everyone at the school. A great day was enjoyed 
by all and we look forward to the next occasion. 
 
On Friday we welcomed Mr Booth, chair of governors to dust off the guitar cobwebs and lead a 
singing assembly. I could see the Explorers swaying to the music which was nice to see. 
 
Sports clubs have already started on Wednesday and Friday. Please contact the office to see if there 
are any places still available if your child is interested in taking part in the multi games activities. 
 



 

 

FOSH are working hard to provide opportunities for the whole community. They have organised two 
events which I’m sure will be fantastic. On 19th November we look forward to the Winter Ball and 
Saturday 11th  December is the Christmas Fayre. 
 
Finally on Saturday Miss Pearson (currently) is getting married. We wish her a great day and great 
happiness in the future.  

 
Covid Updates 
 
Although cases of Covid are rare at St Helens, the virus is still present and there have been one or 
two reported cases of children registering positive PCR tests since we broke up for half term. 
 
Parents will be informed through texts or the newsletter so they can continue to monitor their children 
and decide whether they wish to test their children as appropriate. 
 
Tracing close contacts and isolation 

Close contacts in schools are now identified by NHS Test and Trace and education settings are no 
longer expected to undertake contact tracing. 

As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case or 
their parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test 
and Trace where the positive case or their parent specifically identifies the individual as being a close 
contact. This is likely to be a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting 
COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. You may be contacted in exceptional cases to help 
with identifying close contacts, as currently happens in managing other infectious diseases. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-
19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

 they are fully vaccinated 

 they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

 they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

 they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with 
a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take 
a PCR test if advised to do so. 

Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months who 
usually attend school, and have been identified as a close contact, should continue to attend school 
as normal. They do not need to wear a face covering within the school, but it is expected and 
recommended that these are worn when travelling on public or dedicated transport. 

18-year-olds will be treated in the same way as children until 6 months after their 18th birthday, to 
allow them the opportunity to get fully vaccinated. At which point, they will be subject to the same 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 

 

rules as adults and so if they choose not to get vaccinated, they will need to self-isolate if identified as 
a close contact. 

Settings will continue to have a role in working with health protection teams in the case of a local 
outbreak. If there is a substantial increase in the number of positive cases in a setting (see 
the stepping measures up and down section for more information) or if central government offers the 
area an enhanced response package, a director of public health might advise a setting to temporarily 
reintroduce some control measures. 

Sadly Mr O’Donoghue has left his role as Site Manager. He will be missed and we thank him for his 
efforts. Fortunately Mr Andre has slotted in nicely and has now taken over the role. 

We are also pleased to welcome Miss Sullivan who is supporting the team at lunchtime. 

Have a great weekend and enjoy bonfire night if you are partaking. 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 

 
                     
 
 
 
 
Explorers 
The Explorers have had a fantastic week back after their first half term. 
They started the week drawing beautiful firework pictures with chalks on black paper and enjoyed 
family fun time on Monday afternoon, which was a special bonfire party. They all enjoyed toasting 
marshmallows and drinking hot chocolate. 
We shared the story of Hansel and Gretel this week and decided to turn our role play area into the 
witches house that is covered in sweeties and biscuits. The children had great fun designing their 
own cakes, biscuits and sweets. They then they all helped to decorate the house beautifully. With the 
witch in mind we also made potions for her. The only rule to the potion making was the children had 
to count out each ingredient very carefully otherwise the potion wouldn’t be magic. 
Thursday was our well-being day and the children had a jam packed day. They started the day with a 
visit from a fire officer who told them how to keep safe around this time of year with firework night 
approaching. They learnt how to keep safe whilst using sparklers, what type of clothes to wear and 
how to keep safe at firework displays. They refreshed their memory on the STOP, DROP and ROLL 
technique with some of the children demonstrating it. Afterwards we were very lucky to have 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance#stepping-measures-up-and-down


 

 

Southampton Music Hub visit, to teach us new songs which are accompanied with sign language. 
The children were split into key stages, with EYFS & KS1 working together to lean a new song to 
perform to KS2 and vice versa. They also all joined together at the end for a whole school 
performance. It was a brilliant effort and I was very impressed with all the children’s singing and 
signing. We were also very lucky to have a visit from a story teller who told some wonderful stories 
about seasons and fireworks. To finish the day the children each decorated a pebble with an 
autumnal illustration, which will form part of a path in our outside area. 
Today, keeping with our Hansel and Gretel theme the Explorers have been making some sweet 
treats and writing about them. 
 
Adventurers 
It has been a good first week back in Adventurers Class. The children have settled back very well.  
In English they have been looking at fireworks poetry. We identified rhyming words in poems and 
then made up our own rhyming string e.g. night, bright, light, fight. The children then worked together 
to think of a class poem using rhyming words. Here it is... 
 
In the dead of the night 
The fireworks were bright 
Gold, silver, red, green 
They made the water gleam 
Rockets were shooting in the sky 
Screamers and catherine wheels went really high 
 
Maths has been interesting. The children have been working on multiplication, they have been skip 
counting, arrays and making jumps along a number line. They have used concrete representations 
such as counters, blocks and numicon. We have also looked at the link between repeated addition 
and multiplication. We will continue to work on multiplication daily at school, please support them at 
home with this area of maths. 
 
In Art we have been working on using light pencil marks. The children sketched Big Ben, Tower 
Bridge and the London Eye. Some children worked on using cross hatching to shade their pictures. 
 
In Science we recapped the different materials and their properties. Then we explored which 
materials are magnetic with magnetic wands. The children then took part in some STEAM activities 
eg painting with magnetics and creating a magnetic maze. 
 
The children loved their wellbeing day on Thursday, Logan told me "The singing made me feel good." 
and Clara said "I liked learning the actions for the songs."  
 
Overall it's been a great week with lots of great learning and play times-well done everyone.  
 
Discoverers 
What a pleasure it has been teaching the Discoverers this week! The children have all amazed me 
with their hard work. It made my job of picking the stars and workers of the week very difficult! 
We had a busy and brilliant Monday. The children were introduced to our new text in English - ‘The 
Firemaker’s Daughter’ by Phillip Pullman. The first two chapter were read to the children around our 
virtual campfire, with hot chocolate, marshmallows and Turkish delights! The white elephant (Hamlet) 
has expensive taste and has to be fed the finest mango-flavoured Turkish delight! Josiah explained 
brilliantly to the class what Turkish delight is before sampling commenced! The children showed an 
excellent understanding of the text and made some great predictions in guided reading. On Tuesday, 



 

 

we continued with our English learning journey and looked at vocabulary connected with fireworks 
and looked at extending sentences. I was so proud of all the children. Below are a selection of some 
of their fantastic sentences: 
 
Into the night sky, burst a colourful rocket. Pippa 
 
At the firework display show, the firework soared into the dark sky. Rowan 
 
Hundreds of fireworks burst into the atmosphere like rockets. Ellie  
 
Into the distant skyline, the entracing Catherline wheel rocketed. Katy 
 
Into the atmosphere, the Catherine wheel crackled and brightened up the universe. Alba 
 
An unbelievable booming rocket shot through the sky. Bella 
 
Up into the atmosphere, went the boisterous and dazzling spiral firework as it whistled in the sky. 
Hannah 
 
The mythical rockets zoomed into the magic sky and obliterated into flames. Blossom  
 
In Science, our new unit of work is ‘Rocks’ and the children learnt about how the natural three 
different rock types are formed (igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic). I was impressed by Lottie’s 
contributions and Theo wowed me with his description of how igneous rocks are formed. The children 
worked in groups to make the different rock types using different foods - fondant icing, yogurt, 
chocolate drops and sprinkles were used for dinosaur bones! 
In Maths, we have begun looking at fractions. It is important to look at them parts of a whole. So we 
have been using this vocabulary along with concrete objects and visual pictures to help. The children 
have also been learning their times tables using concrete objects and visuals. We looked at repeated 
addition first and then moved onto multiplication using arrays. 
Spellings this week are in their homework books. The children need to look up the meaning of any 
highlighted ones. Then practise these. We will not be having weekly spelling tests but will focus on 
learning the spellings instead along with a phonic catch up intervention. 
I’m already looking forward to Monday. It has been a pleasure teaching the children this week and I 
feel very lucky to have such a wonderful class! 
 
 
Reading Records and Reading Books 
Please can you ensure your child has their Reading record (yellow book) and their reading book in 
school every day. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mrs Leslie 
 
Winter Clothing 
As the weather is changing and getting colder, it is important your child comes to school with 
the appropriate clothing including jumper/cardigans, coats, gloves and hats. 
 
 



 

 

Pioneers 
 
                                    This week in Pioneers Class we began another writing learning journey. We are thinking 

in depth about wolves; inspired by the book The Wolves of Currumpaw written by William 
Grill. 
The blurb on the back cover states 
Set in the vast open plains of New Mexico, The Wolves of Currumpaw follows the true 
story of a notorious wolf pack and the man hired to trap their leader.  
 
The Wolves of Currumpaw "is a beautifully illustrated modern re-telling of Ernest Thompson 
Seton's epic wilderness drama "Lobo, the King of Currumpaw," originally published in 1898. 
Set in the dying days of the old west, Seton's drama unfolds in the vast plains of New Mexico, 
at a time when human's relationship with nature was often marked by exploitations and 
misunderstanding.  

In this writing sequence we are going to focus upon writing to persuade; exploring hunting vs conservation and 
discussing the potential for reintroduction of wolves into the UK (something currently being considered by the 
Scottish government as part of a rewilding pledge.) 
 
Fractions is our  maths focus and we have been exploring equivalence this week. In science we have begun 
studying electricity as our half term topic.In ICT we are attempting to be cryptographers so began this week 
sending messages by learning the basics of Morse code and semaphore. 
 

 
 
On Thursday we took part in a wonderful Well Being Day. The major ingredients being a Firework Safety talk , 
Makaton signing and singing : a storyteller and an opportunity to express our feelings about the autumnal feel of 
early November on a pebble. We also ate lots of cake!!! Thank you so much to all the parents for their support 
in providing cakes and biscuits. I know the children all enjoyed the day and have provided us with plenty of ideas 
for future Well Being events. ” 
 

  SINGING AND SIGNING WITH MAKATON 
 
 



 

 
 
Also on Well Being Day we also revealed the names of our new Arts ambassadors ; they are Sarah Hall, Roo 
Powell-Lefore, Marlee Rolf, Sophia Porter, Fleur Woodward, Annabelle Baker-Hodges, Wesley Travis and Jack 
Taylor. These pupils will now work alongside Mrs Maloney and Mrs Rees and we are positive that they will 

all  make a valuable contribution to the arts enriched curriculum offered at St Helens Primary School. Particularly 

by gathering the views of other children to ensure that the pupils' voice is heard in the planning and execution of 
our arts provision in the year ahead.  
 

 
 
 

Attendance week from: 11/10/2021 to 15/10/2021 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 90% 0 0 2 10 

Adventurers 82.4% 0 0 2 35 

Discoverers 90.3% 0 0 6 20 

Pioneers 92.9% 1 120 2 18 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 89.2%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Oliver age 5 
 
 
 

 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 

teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
Tuesday 9th November – Individual school photos (Cardwell & Simons) 
Tuesday 16th November – Pioneers Photography workshop (am) 
Tuesday 16th November – KS1 Toys of the Past workshop (pm) 
Friday 19th November – Whole school Flu Immunisations 
Friday 19th  November – Winter Ball (5-6.30pm) 
Thursday 25th November – Whole school Cineworld trip – Into Film Festival 
Thursday 16th December – Father Christmas visit (am) 
Thursday 16th December – School Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 – School reopens at 9.45am for Spring term 
Thursday 17th February – Wellbeing Day 
Friday 18th February – School closes at 3.00pm for half term break 
 
 
 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share


 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
        

 
   


