
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 10th December 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Our penultimate week of term has been exciting and full of great learning as well as incredible 
entertainment. None more than the amazing Key Stage One and Early Years nativity performance. 
The children put on three productions to Key Stage 2 and the two set of parents on Monday and 
Tuesday. 
  
A special thanks to Mr O’Donoghue and Mr Hammerton for recording the performances and enabling 
them to be shared electronically with parents. 
 
All adults involved were very impressed with the acting, narrating, dancing and singing.  
As we know any performance is reliant on the support of the production team; the director, prompters, 
choreographer, IT engineer and lighting and film crews (also known as the teachers and teaching 
assistants did a great job directing the children.) 
 
To return the favour, Discoverers and Pioneers entertained the school and parents during the awards 
assembly on Friday performing a musical choir with bells, percussion instruments and ukeles. It 
sounded fantastic. Thanks to the children and the talents of Mrs McDougall for the performance. 
 
Attendance was very consistent in all classes last week with only a one per cent difference between 
the highest and lowest values and only 0.3% shy of the national expectation. Well done everyone. 
 
In Discoverers class this week, I have seen the children looking at the properties of 3D shapes before 
constructing a variety of prisms, pyramids, cubes and cuboids to name but a few.  
I know Mrs Leslie was impressed with their experimental work in Science and their creativity in Art. 
They also produced some descriptive writing based on their class book. Ruby’s ideas were 
particularly impressive.  
Both Mrs Allbrighton and Mrs Shenton have been delighted with the children’s’ attitude in PE lessons. 
 
In Explorers, Christmas has been the dominate theme. Alongside the wonderful nativity, the 
classroom grotto has been in full swing. 
 
Construction has been the focus this week in Pioneers. The children were excited about the electricity 
conductor bugs and were equally enthused with the cam-driven toys. Read below to find out more.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
In Adventurers they have been investigating positive and negative charges in Science. Their aerobics 
session was fun and enjoyed by the staff and children. 
 
Well done to Year 2 for the completion of the phonic screen. 
 
Christmas Fayre 
 
The FOSH have been busy making arrangements for the school Christmas Fayre on Saturday. 
Although there may be a few changes to the normal plan, I’m sure we can look forward to a great 
experience as usual. 
 
Please remember that face masks are compulsory whilst moving around inside. We have been very 
fortunate at St Helens with minimal incidences of Covid. It goes without saying that we want to keep it 
that way but also plan to continue to offer a number of events such as the nativity and fayre that are 
not available in all locations. 
 
 

Covid Updates 

On Wednesday 8 December, the Prime Minister announced the implementation 

of Plan B of the COVID-19 Response: Autumn and Winter Plan, to reduce pressure 

on the NHS. Plan B sets out a number of additional measures across society to 

control transmission of COVID-19. 

The Government is clear on the critical importance of not disrupting the education of 

children and young people and the Government will prioritise keeping all education 

and childcare settings open. The measures set out below will support this. 

Attendance 

School attendance remains mandatory and all the usual rules continue to apply. 

Enabling children and young people to attend their education setting regularly 

continues to be a national priority. As usual, schools are able to grant leaves of 

absence for pupils in exceptional circumstances. 

Wrap around provision 

Schools and early years settings should continue to offer their usual before and 

after-school activities, including wraparound childcare. These activities provide 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-autumn-and-winter-plan-2021?utm_source=7%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

 

valuable childcare for working parents and carers and promote the wellbeing of 

children and young people. 

Next week we will review their outbreak plans and ensure that contingency plans are up to date in 
readiness for January. 
 
 
Dinner Money 
 
Please can we remind parents it is their responsibility to pay for school dinners in advance in order for 
the school to be able to pay Chartwells (our food provider) promptly. It puts the school in a difficult 
position as we do not want  the children to go without food.  
 
Disabled Parking Bay 
 
Please be aware that the disabled parking space directly outside the barrier is a bay which was paid 
for by the school for one of our pupils. We kindly ask that this bay is left vacant for the child who 
needs to use it.  
 
 
I hope everyone has a fantastic weekend. I look forward to seeing you tomorrow between 1100 
and 1400. 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
Explorers 
 
This week the Explorers performed their first nativity. They worked extremely hard to create a 
wonderful performance and we were all so proud of the children’s efforts. 
The children have been hard at work creating some beautiful pieces of art to take home for 
Christmas. I won’t ruin the surprise as to what they have made, as some of these items have been 
made as gifts. 
We have now reached the end of our phase 2 phonics and the children have been busy revising and 
applying these sounds within their reading and writing. We have seen lots of class lists being written, 
enabling them to check everyone has made Christmas crafts. This has been very helpful and lots of 
deliveries of beautifully written Christmas cards. We have explored 2D and 3D shapes this week, 
looking at the properties of each shape and using mathematical language to describe them. With 
shapes in mind the Explorers  have been wrapping different shaped parcels in their grotto and 
designing their own wrapping paper too. We have a new number square outside and the children 
have been very interested in exploring this and noticing lots of bigger numbers. They have also been 
busy making number lines outside with chalk and number tiles. 
We look forward to our final week of school and have lots more festive activities planned. 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Adventurers 
 
It's been a really busy week for Adventurers class. The children absolutely loved sharing their nativity 
with the whole school and parents from reception class and KS1. They worked so hard to learn their 
words, songs and dances. We were very proud of all of them for taking part and very pleased to be 
able to share this with you.  
Alongside the nativity the children have recorded their music lesson, they have worked hard at 
learning how to read music so they can play music using the hand bells. You should soon be able to 
see this recording on our school website over the next week.  
We have read the Polar Express in English and worked on writing wishes then creating their own 
Christmas letter. We focused on making sure sentences were reliable and punctuated correctly. Once 
the letters were finished the children worked on editing their letters to correct spellings. Thank you to 
parents for supporting your children with posting their letters, Father Christmas should write back over 
the next two weeks.  
The children in Year 2 completed their phonics screen check this week, they all did very well and it 
was a pleasure to work 1:1 with each of them. I am impressed by their use of phonics and the effort 
they are putting into their reading.  
PE was very exciting this week, Christmas aerobics in the hall! The children loved this and hopefully 
they will get to do this again next week. 
Science was all about static electricity, it was very exciting. They investigated what happens when 
objects have opposite charges, positive and negative. The children built up the static electricity in a 
balloon by rubbing it on a friend's jumper then held it over different materials to see which ones were 
attracted to the static. The children were also amazed by the magic trick we tried out in class-the 
balloon held to the ceiling of the classroom! It was a very fun lesson! 
We are looking forward to a week of Christmas stories and crafts next week. 
 
Discoverers 
 
Mrs Leslie - In Discoverers Class, the stars and workers have been very difficult to pick this week as 
every child in the class has had an amazing attitude to their learning and has worked so hard. Each 
week, I am continuing to be very impressed and am very proud of their progress they are making. 
 
We have continued to focus on shape in maths and looked closely at 3D shapes. The children all 
remembered looking at 3D shapes with Mrs Rees and Mrs Maloney and were able to make 
connections and build on prior learning. The children named, described and sorted them. We had 
some very interesting debates including whether a cube is a prism and whether a cylinder is a prism. 
Some children in Year 4, including Jarryd, Katy, Evie, Ellie and Pippa where able to identify which 3D 
shapes where polyhedrons. 
 
In English, we have continued to look at our new class text - Leon and the Place Between. The 
children will be writing a parallel text from the rabbits point of view. We focused on describing settings 
by writing a list poem. The children had some fantastic ideas including: 
 
Rollercoaster looping 
Excited 
Golden tent flapping 
Curious 
Children sitting 
Impatiently 
 



 

 

 
In Science, we looked at how soil is formed and how to make natural fertilisers. The children have all 
made their own composters. They can’t wait to fill them up next week. Thank you for all the donations 
of plastic bottles, it meant that every child was able to make their own. 
 
In Art, the children have been looking at contrasting colours. The children painted and blended 
autumnal colours to paint their leaf drawing. Using their colour wheels from last week, the children 
selected a contracting colour for their background. I was really impressed with how carefully the 
children blended the colours carefully. Well done! 
 
Just a reminder, homework is given out each Tuesday and is handed in on Tuesday. Please can you 
support your child and ensure their homework is completed. If you child is struggling, then please 
encourage them to come and see me or Mrs Allbrighton and we will help them. Any child who does 
not complete homework by Wednesday will be in homework club at lunchtime. 
 
 
Mrs Allbrighton - It has been a lovely conclusion to our week in Discoverers. It always amazes me at 
how engaged and hard-working the children are, very well done guys!  
 
Based on our text driver, Leon and the Place Between, the children have made some excellent 
predictions in English! On Thursday, they predicted what might be inside the magical box that Leon 
was about to step into. We had some magnificent and creative ideas! These include: ancient chests, 
puzzles which need to be solved in a certain time frame, wizards, elves, fairies, crystal caves and 
magical books. The children were very surprised to hear that a rabbit lives inside the magical world 
during our Friday lesson. They started to write their narratives on Friday, based on the rabbit that 
lives inside the magical world. Well done everyone, such creative and interesting ideas!  
 
The children identified the similarities and differences between 2D and 3D shapes in Maths on 
Thursday and Friday. They also looked at nets and used the nets to create 3D shapes, such as: 
cubes, pentagonal prisms, cuboids and triangular prisms. On Friday, the children used their 
reasoning skills to identify the number of faces, edges and vertices in 3D shapes. Well done 
everyone!  
 
P.E. was very exciting on Thursday. The children have become quite competitive and enjoyed playing 
multiple netball matches in their respective year groups. I was so impressed with the agility and 
speed of Thomas, Lylah and Reuben in Year 3. Very good work!  
 
Pioneers 

 
This week in Pioneers we have been “making”: firstly on Monday we became involved 
in a DT project : to design and make a simple cam driven toy. The children were given 
the components and had to create a moving toy using a handle , an axle, an eccentric 
cam , a follower and a hinge. The results you will be able to see at Christmas when 
they bring them home to you! Check this link for the instructions we followed. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vCLmxsIavo 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vCLmxsIavo


 

 

                                                                                                                        

As a result of each child making these on Monday/Tuesday  we  were able to nominate 
a representative to paint a design for another  moving cam toy to go on display at 
Osborne House from Tuesday 14th December. We have two entries for Queen 
Victoria's Christmas table; the other being a replica  of Queen Victoria’s bathing hut 
made by a child  for the half term take home challenge. Here are the details of  the 
challenge 
 

OSBORNE CREATIVE CHRISTMAS CHALLENGE 2021 

DESIGN BRIEF: A gift fit for a Queen 

 

Design and make: We would like you to design and make a Christmas gift for Queen Victoria 

This year our design challenge is to design and create a gift to display on a special Christmas Gift Table at Osborne over 
the Christmas period. It was traditional for each member of the Royal family to have all their gifts laid out on individual 
tables. The picture above was taken in 1873 in the Family Dining Room at Osborne and shows the tables filled with 
beautiful objects. Gifts were not wrapped but beautifully displayed. After Prince Albert’s death, Queen Victoria 
celebrated most Christmases at Osborne with her family.Your challenge is to design a gift that you think Queen Victoria 
would have been delighted to receive. You can be as imaginative as possible.Laura Bosworth English Heritage 

 

Another “make” that we were involved with this week was linked to our Electricity topic in science was 
our conductor bugs; these cute bugs demonstrated the children’s fluent understanding of the flow of 
electricity around a circuit and tapped into their independence. I will also say that this was a 
collaborative lesson when all the children worked to help each other when their bug’s noses would not 
light up. They created excellent bugs and demonstrated real resilience and perseverance in their 



 

 

making. It was a science lesson involving problem solving and practicalities. 

 
 

 

We have also been able to fit in some English and maths! Lots of spelling focus this week: words with 
silent letters and words with the suffixes ‘ible  and able’ The children also read about the five types of 
cold in our book ( The Wolf Wilder) whilst considering themselves how they could write about their 
own five types of warmth. Our final writing tasks this term will be  to write a set of instructions on how 

 to ‘Wild’ a wolf and publish our film reviews. 

In Maths we have been identifying coordinates of vertices of 
shapes: if you are Year 6 you need to understand the coordinates 
differ in all four quadrants. The children have advanced to 
translating and reflecting shapes in the different quadrants too.  
 
Have a good weekend ; remember French Day Monday and Party 
Day Wednesday. 
 
 
 

 
Christmas party 

 

 Our Christmas parties are next week! Children can come in to school in party clothes. 
  
Tuesday 14th December : Explorers and Adventurers 
 
Wednesday 15th December: Discoverers and Pioneers 

 
Please can we ask parents/carers for contributions: 
 

- no homemade donations (due to covid restrictions) 

- donations of packets of crisps/ biscuits/ sealed party foods 

- no squash but can bring squash in their own water bottles 

- donations to be brought into school on Monday 13th December please 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Jude Mia 

Adventurers Finnlay Belle 

Adventurers Abbie Cai-Wyn 

Discoverers Thomas G Alexander 

Discoverers Milly A Obie 

Pioneers Leah Alex L 

Pioneers Georgia-Rose Shannon 

 
 
 

Attendance week from: 29/11/2021 to 03/12/2021 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 95.7 0 0 2 4 

Adventurers 95.5 1 15 0 9 

Discoverers 95.3 0 0 0 13 

Pioneers 96.3 0 0 6 4 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 95.7%, which is just 
below the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who are celebrating their special day this week:  

Mrs Leslie 

Wesley age 10 

Mrs Ashdown 
 

 
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
  
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Saturday 11th December – FOSH Christmas Fayre in the school hall 
Tuesday 14th December – EYFS and KS1 Party Day 
Wednesday 15th December – KS2 Party Day 
Thursday 16th December – Father Christmas visit (am) 
Thursday 16th December – School Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 – School reopens at 8.45am for the Spring Term 
 
 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

Online Safety Survey 
 
The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Cyber Ambassador scheme and the Isle of Wight 
Safeguarding Children Partnership team are asking parents/carers to take part in this survey. 
The aim of the survey is to explore how well you can currently support the child or young person in 
your care with any online safety concerns. Results from this survey will be used to create resources 
to help parents and carers support their children and young people with online safety. The closing 
date for responses is Friday 18 February 2022. 
 
If you have any questions or require additional help/ information, please contact the OPCC Cyber  
Ambassador Coordinators; 
 
OPCC.CyberAmbassadorScheme@hampshire.police.uk 
 
or Jane Leigh, Isle of Wight Safeguarding Children 
Partnership team Jane.Leigh@IOW.GOV.UK.  

https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90358120/IOWSCP-Parent-and-Carer-Online-Safety
mailto:OPCC.CyberAmbassadorScheme@hampshire.police.uk

