
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 17th December 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This term has been challenging but full of excitement and interesting events. We have welcomed new 
families to our school community and sadly seen a small number leave.  
 
All adults and pupils have continued to work hard throughout this period and I’m delighted to say the 
school has continued to grow from strength to strength. 
 
Our governors, parents and members of the local community should also be thanked for their all their 
efforts in supporting the school in so many ways. 
 
 We have had an enjoyable week for of exciting seasonal festivities. The children enjoyed the party 
days, Christmas dinner and the special visitor on Thursday.   
Despite the change to a typical timetable, the children have continued to show respect and manners 
as I always see on a daily basis at St Helens. 
 
Attendance has been good on most days with only three pupils absent of Thursday. Great effort 
everyone. Well done Adventurers for a near perfect attendance record last week. 
 
Last Saturday, the fayre was a success with plenty of activities and stalls to keep the visitors 
occupied. You will be pleased to hear that I managed to retain my ‘marbles in the plant pot crown’ 
despite one or two close calls. 
 
Thank you to the volunteers who continue to support the school; in addition to our excellent FOSH, 
and community volunteers it was great to see a number of younger helpers ‘stepping up’. Thank you 
Sarah, Ellie, Maria-Grace, Hannah and Elsie. 
 

COVID Update 

The ongoing situation continues to change on a daily basis. Key messages in the 

letter from the Secretary of State for Education include: 

 

All schools and colleges to ask parents and other visitors to take a lateral flow 

device (LFD) test before attending a school or college event 

 



 

 

 

Daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 

From 14 December, a new national approach to daily testing for contacts of COVID-

19 has been introduced. All adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 

to18 years and 6 months, identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 – 

whether Omicron or not – should take an LFD test every day for 7 days instead of 

self-isolating. Children under five years old do not need to take part in daily testing 

for contacts of COVID-19 and do not need to isolate. 

Once notified by Test and Trace as a close contact, all eligible staff, pupils and 

students are strongly recommended to take a LFD each day for 7 days and report 

the results through the online reporting system and to their setting. If they test 

negative, they can continue to attend their education setting. Outside of the 

education setting, they should continue to follow national guidance. This approach 

should also be adopted over the Christmas holiday and on return in January. 

We are all looking forward to some quality time with our families during the holiday period; I have no 
doubt my little one will keep me on my toes! 
 
I look forward to welcoming back all pupils and staff after 17 days of ‘relaxation’ on Tuesday 4th 
January. 
 
Have a wonderful break.  
 
Happy Christmas and best wishes for a fantastic 2022. 
 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
Explorers 
 
We have had a wonderful last week of term with Christmas parties, Christmas dinner and a special 
visit from Father Christmas. The children have worked hard creating wonderful decorations, gifts and 
Christmas cards to take home and share with you. 
Reflecting on this first term we are immensely proud of the Explorers and how well they have settled 
into school life and the progress they have made and continue to make. 
We wish you a very Merry and Healthy Christmas and look forward to welcoming the Explorers back 
in the New Year. 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/daily-rapid-testing-for-covid-19-contacts-launches-this-week


 

 

Adventurers 
 
A lovely end to term, the children have had a Christmas themed week at school. 
On Monday the children wrote their Nativity story boards. They could recall the nativity story and 
sketched pictures to go with each stage.  
Our party day was a success, the children loved all the games during the disco such as the musical 
statues, musical chairs and the dance off! After the disco they were given some creative time and a 
Christmas movie. In the afternoon the children enjoyed a tasty picnic with all the party treats sent in 
by parents-thankyou.  
Over the week they have enjoyed creating Christmas decorations, sewing, writing Christmas cards, 
and decorating a Christmas gift. 
In addition to the christmassy crafts, disco and Nativity retell they have taken part in games, PE, 
phonics, maths and ICT. Alongside this we have also continued with assessments this week-
reviewing a phonic sound check and taking reading ages for all the children. 
Thank you for the lovely Christmas cards and gifts, all your support and kind words have been really 
appreciated. It has been a pleasure to work with the children in Adventurers Class this term. We wish 
you all a wonderful Christmas break and look forward to seeing all the children in the New Year.  
 
Discoverers 
 
What a lovely end to the term! We’ve had a busy couple of days, finishing off story openers, 
completing composters, practising our times-tables and getting into the festive spirit including 
sampling chocolate while painting! No forgetting showing off our dances moves at the party! 
 
We have had an excellent half term and the children have certainly made coming back from maternity 
leave very easy. It has been wonderful getting to know the children and forming relationships with 
them. The progress the children has made is remarkable and I have loved seeing their confidence 
grow! 
 
There is ‘no homework’ over the holidays apart from having lots of family fun and making precious 
memories. However, there is still an expectation that the children will continue to read daily. This 
could include sharing books with each other over a cup of hot chocolate! 
 
I look forward to seeing all the children in January and have planned some exciting opportunities and 
activities for the children. I hope you all have lovely break. Merry Christmas and a very happy new 
year! 
 
Pioneers 
 
Happy Christmas everyone.  
I must say that  this term has been great in the Pioneers class with a lot of emphasis on Victorian life 
and wolves! The children have impressed me with their daily commitment to hard work  and 
resilience. This week we have enjoyed a French day , a morning mainly devoted to publishing our film 
reviews and some  independent writing on what attributes a Wolf Wilder would possess; a party day ; 
a visit from Father Christmas and a whole school Christmas dinner. 
 
On Monday I delivered to Osborne House our two contributions  to  The Queen's Christmas table 
challenge.  Our representatives were  Laura and Sarah in Year 6 and Will in Year 5. These children 
were nominated and chosen to represent their year group with their respective models. 
 



 

 

If you would like to visit Osborne House and view the exhibits in real life   they are situated at  the 
Durbar exit but if not see if you can spot them in the photo below  supplied by Laura Bosworth Education 
Officer from English Heritage today. 

.I 



 

 

 

If your child loves science and you would like to do some winter/Christmas themed science 

activities then here are some ideas below.  

 Please share photos of your home learning with Mrs Rees- admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 

 

How many evergreens can you 

spot? 

 
Take a nature walk to see if there 

are any evergreens around your 

home area. 

Make some Grinch slime! 

 
https://www.steamsational.com/ch

ristmas-activity-ideas-grinch-

slime/ 

Yarn Ball Ornaments 

Explore static electricity.

 
https://lemonlimeadventures.com/diy

-yarn-ball-ornaments/ 

Make a bubble light. 

 
https://www.steamsational.com/ch

ristmas-science-bubbling-

christmas-lights/  

Gaze at the stars on a cool winter 

night. 

 
Use an app to help identify star 

constellations (Star Walk). 

Melting snowmen! 

https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/s

nowman-baking-soda-science-activity-

melting-snowman-sensory-play/ 

Research the chemistry of cookies. 

 
Make some Christmas or winter 

themed cookies to share 

Physics-dissolving candy canes 

 
https://lemonlimeadventures.com/ 

dissolving-candy-cane-christmas-

science-for-kids/ 

 

Snow volcano experiment  

https://www.steamsational.com/snow

-volcano-experiment/ 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6wpNhyreDE
https://lemonlimeadventures.com/%20dissolving-candy-cane-christmas-science-for-kids/
https://lemonlimeadventures.com/%20dissolving-candy-cane-christmas-science-for-kids/
https://lemonlimeadventures.com/%20dissolving-candy-cane-christmas-science-for-kids/


 

 

Attendance week from: 06/12/2021 to 10/12/2021 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 92.1 1 40 10 1 

Adventurers 99 1 5 0 2 

Discoverers 93.3 0 0 6 12 

Pioneers 94.8 0 0 2 12 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 94.9%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 

FOSH Christmas Fair 

Thank you to everyone who came to support the Christmas Fair on Saturday.  You helped to make 

the event a huge success and we managed to raise £1000.  Thank you to everyone who volunteered 

to help out, we are so grateful!  

Happy Christmas to everyone and we are looking forward to seeing you all in the 2022!

 

  
Some interesting facts about Christmas... 

 
 Christmas is a contraction of “Christ’s Mass,” 
which is derived from the Middle English 
Cristemasse, which in turn comes from the Old 
English Cristesmæsse, a phrase first recorded in 
1038. 
 Why red, gold and green? Green has long 
been a symbol of life and rebirth; red symbolises the 
blood of Christ, and gold represents light as well as 
wealth and royalty. 

 Santa hasn’t always dressed in red. Pre 1930s there were many different variations of Santa, 
sporting a variety of different coloured garments and ranging in size from big to small. The 
original red-suited Santa became popular in the US and Canada in the 19th century due to the 
influence of caricaturist and cartoonist Thomas Nast. Coca-Cola commissioned their depiction 
of Santa in 1931. 

 Holly and Ivy have been used to decorate homes since the 9th century because they 
symbolise everlasting life. The holly represents Christ’s crown of thorns and the berries his 
blood. 



 

 

 Scientists calculated that Santa would have to visit 822 homes a second to deliver all the 
world’s presents on Christmas Eve, travelling at 650 miles a second. 

 The abbreviation Xmas isn’t irreligious. The letter X is a Greek abbreviation for Christ. 
 The bestselling Christmas single ever is Bing Crosby’s White Christmas, shifting over 50 

million copies worldwide since 1942. 
 The first song ever broadcast was a Christmas Carol. On Christmas Eve, 1906, the Canadian 

inventor Reginald Fessenden (1866-1932) played “O Holy Night” on the violin and sang the 
final verse while broadcasting from his Brant Rock radio tower in Massachusetts. 

 It’s A Wonderful Life was mentioned in an FBI file in 1947, when an analyst expressed concern 
that the film was an obvious attempt to discredit bankers, a “common trick used by 
communists.” 

 In The Grinch, the prosthetic and makeup Jim Carrey wore took three hours every day to put 
together. They were so miserable to apply and wear that Carrey consulted a Navy SEAL who 
taught him torture-resistance techniques. 

 In 1999, residents of the state of Maine in America built the world’s biggest ever snowman. He 
stood at 113ft tall. 

And finally.... 

 In Victorian times, in a reversal of modern UK tradition, turkey was seen as an expensive meat 
to eat on Christmas day, and goose was often eaten by poorer families. In A Christmas Carol, 
Bob Cratchitt was planning to have goose before Ebenezer Scrooge surprised him with the 
prize turkey. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Will age 10 

 

Several children and staff will be celebrating birthdays over the Christmas break, 

we hope they have a very ‘Happy Birthday’ too! 

Emily age 7 

Mr Marriott 

Belle age 6 

 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
  
 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 – School reopens at 8.45am for the Spring Term 
Tuesday 1st February – Fire Service visit (Yrs 1,2,5,6) 
Thursday 17th February – Wellbeing Day 
Friday 18th February – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 28th February – School reopens at 8.45am  
 
 
 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 

   

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/

