
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 3rd December 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had another great week with attendance improving dramatically compared with last week. 
Fortunately we have been quite lucky regarding Covid with very few incidents to date. 
However we have to be very vigilant in light of the new variant thus we are ensuring extra precautions 
are put into place without being too restrictive. For example all visitors will now be expected to wear 
face masks within school premises. 
 

Covid Update 
 
Overview 

The government continues to manage the risk of serious illness from the spread of the virus. The 
Prime Minister announced on 27 November the temporary introduction of new measures as a result 
of the Omicron variant. These measures are precautionary, while the variant is tracked and assessed. 
As a result, we are reflecting these measures in this guidance for schools, most directly a temporary 
recommendation on the wearing of face coverings in schools and changes to isolation requirements 
for confirmed and suspected cases of the Omicron variant and their contacts. This advice remains 
subject to change as the situation develops. 

COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we learn to live with and the imperative to reduce the 
disruption to children and young people’s education remains. 

Our priority is for you to deliver face-to-face, high-quality education to all pupils. The evidence is clear 
that being out of education causes significant harm to educational attainment, life chances, mental 
and physical health. 

We have worked closely with the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) and the United 
Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA) to revise this guidance. 

Please continue to monitor your children carefully and inform the office of any positive recordings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Meanwhile in class (hall) the KS1/Early Years nativity is in full swing. The children’s performances 
have been outstanding so far and I know they are very much looking forward to putting on their 
costumes and getting on stage next week to perform to the school and parents. 
In Explorers it is great to see the children continuing to developing their knowledge of phonics which 
will help them with their reading in future years 

 
Adventurers class have been completing their London guides. The children have recalled some 
interesting facts which they have including in their finished work. 
 
In Friday’s assembly we heard how Discoverers have been learning juggling skills which sounds 
amazing. I will look forward to seeing children perform in the future I hope. 
I also like the sound of the work of fossils especially when there is the class expert Liam, who is able 
to share his experiences of fossil hunting in Sandown. 
 
Pioneers work in PSHE and RE has been fantastic to hear about. The kindness challenge calendars 
sound amazing and the concept of interpretation is equally interesting. 
 
I can’t believe there are only two weeks to go until we break for the holidays. Fortunately we have lots 
to look forward to during this period with nativity plays, parties and of course the school fayre next 
Saturday. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
Explorers 
 
Explorers have been getting into the festive spirit and have transformed their role play area from a 
hospital to Santa’s grotto. 
They were very excited to make their classroom look festive with lights, decorations and a Christmas 
tree. They worked very hard to make repeating patterned paper chains and applied their scissors 
skills to create fabulous snowflakes. 
With all this going on our class elf decided to make an appearance, the children found him sat 
pretending to be the teacher taking the register. 
The children have all been assigned a number which they will get to open on our advent calendar. 
They have been eagerly looking at how many days it is until it’s their turn, what number comes before 
and after theirs and what day their number will land on. The children have also been using Numicon 
to look at different number bonds, which I have been really impressed with. 
We have nearly reached the end of our phase 2 sounds and the children have been practicing to 
apply all these sounds when reading small words. 
They have done so in a variety of ways, such as caption cards, reading books and phonics play 
games. A particular favourite this week has been Dragons Den on phonics play, which involves 
reading words on dragons eggs and deciding if they are real or fake. 
This week is the run up to our nativity performance. The children have been working so hard on this 
to provide a fabulous performance to you on Monday. On Thursday we had a full dress rehearsal and 
it was spectacular. 
We look forward to another busy week ahead have a wonderful weekend. 



 

 

Adventurers 
 
There has been non-stop nativity rehearsal this week! The children loved taking part in our dress 
rehearsal, they have worked so hard to learn their words and the songs.  
 
Alongside the nativity rehearsal we have been working on our final piece on the English learning 
journeys. The children have created a guide to London, they have used the skills learnt over the past 
3 weeks such as writing statements and questions, using alliteration, adjectives, checking 
punctuation including capital letters for proper nouns. I was impressed by all the facts that the 
children recalled about London and specific landmarks. Here are some of the facts that the children 
recorded in their Guide books; Big Ben has 5 bells (Lottie); Big Ben has 4 clock faces (Ria); St Paul's 
Cathedral was damaged in the Great Fire of London (Taylor). 
 
In Maths the children have looked at finding fractions of amounts. Year 1 have been working on 
sharing different objects so that they can find half of an amount. Year 2 have been using dienes and 
arrays to find half and quarter of an amount. I was impressed by the fact they could represent an 
amount in tens and units. They also had to exchange tens into units so they could fairly share an 
amount e.g. 1/4 of 32 =8. 
 
The children have also enjoyed learning to play Twinkle Twinkle on the hand bells with Mrs . 
McDougall.  
 
 
Discoverers 
 
Mrs Leslie - Another fantastic week in Discoverers Class! The children finished their newspaper 
articles about the firework competition in our class text ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’. We had a 
lesson on editing and reviewing work carefully trying to spot any errors. I was very impressed with 
Liam and Milly. We discussed the importance of reading our work multiple times to make sure it 
makes sense and look for missing words! Overall, I was very impressed. The majority of children 
have been listening carefully to the text and used this to help them write their newspaper articles. We 
have moved onto our new class text - ‘Leon and the Place Between’. The children tried out having a 
go at juggling on Wednesday!  
 
In Science we have been looking at fossilisation and the different types of fossils including coprolite. 
Alfie remembered that this is fossilised animal faeces. The children found this very amusing! Liam 
told me how he enjoys walks along Sandown beach hunting for fossils with his family. We talked 
about how lucky we are to live on the island with all the links to dinosaurs and fossils. Sami was very 
excited to tell the class about the new dinosaur that was recently found. The new dinosaur, now 
called Brighstoneus simmondsi, is a close relative of Iguanodon.  
 
 
In Maths, the children have been looking at symmetry and this forms part of their homework. They 
have been give an extra challenge to give to their parents/carers (sorry!). We then moved on to look 
at 2D shapes and focused on new vocabulary including polygons, quadrilaterals and parallel lines.  
 
We had a busy art lesson looking at the colour wheel. The children created their own colour wheels. 
We focused on primary colours, secondary colours and tertiary colours. The children will use their 
colour wheels to help them paint a leaf next week.  
 



 

 

I have seen some brilliant homework this week. The book reviews I have seen were excellent. A 
special mention to Thomas and Lottie! Well done! Please continue to support your children with their 
homework and continue to hear them read regularly. We really appreciate all your support!  
 
Mrs Allbrighton - It has been a very interesting few days to conclude our week in Discoverers. 
There have been some fascinating predictions, some enthralling character annotations and 
descriptions and some difficult Maths attempted by all of the children. Well done to Year 4s for 
identifying the properties of triangles and quadrilaterals and for solving some difficult reasoning 
problems related to geometry. Well done to Year 3s for some excellent 2D shape work.  
 
In P.E. the class had another energetic lesson on netball. PSHE proved interesting! Instead of writing, 
we had a circle-time session, where we discussed our similarities and differences. These 
discussions lead to a basic understanding of discrimination, including discrimination of: gender, 
religion and disability. We had some interesting discussions about different ways to help avoid 
discrimination and we came up with some superb answers. We decided that girls should be allowed 
to take part in all sports, that men can be nurses and that buildings should have ramps installed to 
help people in wheelchairs access difficult buildings. Well done everyone!  
 
 
Pioneers 
 
Hello everybody in Literacy this week we have been punctuating direct speech to quite a high level of 
accuracy and we have also been writing our own versions of an imaginary scene in Wolf Wilder with 

talking wolves.  On the subject of Wolf Wilder we have 
progressed quite well through the book; we are really 
enjoying reading it. However we have just found out 
something very sad about one of the wolves prompting one 
child to say ...“Have you noticed that all our books are 
about wolves dying?” (referring to our last book the Wolves 
of Currumpaw) 
 
 
 
 
 

To complement our reading we have been looking at Google Maps and atlases  and locating  St. 
Petersburg and Moscow as both locations are 
mentioned in the book. We have also been 
considering the size of Russia as the largest 
country in the world (part of two continents) and 
also thinking about latitudes and distances from 
the polar regions and equator. We have begun 
to question what is similar and different about 
the climate ( relative to latitude)  in Russia and 
on the Isle of Wight and the UK. More of this next 
term when we study Extreme Environments.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

In Maths there was more work on geometry whilst in history we have this week been considering what 
Victorian inventions we believe should go into the “Hall of Fame”; the Hall of Fame 
task is a way of getting the children to consider the significance of a historical 
invention or discovery. As there were so many inventions during the Victorian era 
it is really hard to choose and the children were able to appreciate how so many  
of them have such an influence on our lives today.  Such as,  the invention of the 
camera;  the invention of the motor car;   invention of the telephone and of course 
the electric light. 
 

The children in PSHE this week were able to independently create kindness challenges which we are 
now using in our advent calendar. Every school day four children are picked at random to complete a 
kindness challenge;  so far we've had things such as “your challenge today is to hold the door open for 
children leaving the dinner hall” or “your challenge today is to let somebody else use the glue stick 
before you”.  These are just small acts of kindness and I am sure you agree an important message at 
any time of the year. The children completing the challenges do receive a chocolate at the end of the 
day. 
 
In  RE we are coming to the close of our sequence on Interpretation . We have been able to appreciate 
how it is so easy to have different sides of the same story.  There are always different interpretations 
of an  incident depending on what we see or comprehend.  Understanding the fact that people interpret 
things in different ways is a really important independent,  lifelong skill. 
Tuesday of  next week is Miss Gorman's last afternoon in school before she has her baby. The children 
have  all got together to make a beautiful card for her and we know that we will all miss her very 
much,but wish her all the best. 
 
Dates for your diary; on Monday 13th December we will have a 
French Day in class , considering Joyeux Noel and french 
vocabulary around presents and gifts ; indicating preference, 
colour and quantity. 
The KS2 Christmas party day is Wednesday 15th December. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Levi Lizzie 

Adventurers Max Frazer 

Adventurers Logan Clara 

Discoverers Alexis Lylah 

Discoverers Jessica Lottie 

Pioneers Will James 

Pioneers Sarah Daniel 

 
 

 
 

Attendance week from: 22/11/2021 to 26/11/2021 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 93.6% 0 0 4 5 

Adventurers 75.7% 3 40 20 31 

Discoverers 88.3% 0 0 8 24 

Pioneers 85.4% 1 22 14 27 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 85.3%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
Hearing Dogs 
A reminder we collect used postage stamps the Hearing Dogs charity and would appreciate any used 
stamps from Christmas cards etc. The collecting box is in the reception area. 
If possible, please cut the stamps off their envelopes with a 1cm border surrounding all four sides. 
Not always achievable, but it is the ideal, as dealers pay more for these stamps and Hearing Dogs 
get more revenue. 
The link below shows what great work the charity do and how they transform deaf people’s lives  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/volteamhdogs/permalink/1296463607523731/?sfnsn=scwspwa 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/volteamhdogs/permalink/1296463607523731/?sfnsn=scwspwa


 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Abi age 10 

 
 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE PERMANENT CHANGE TO TUESDAYS MENU ON WEEK 3 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
 
Monday 6th December – Explorers class performance of The Nativity at 1.30pm 
Tuesday 7th December – Adventurers class performance of The Nativity at 1.30pm 
Wednesday 8th December- Christmas Fayre raffle tickets, payments & unsold tickets to be returned 
Saturday 11th December – FOSH Christmas Fayre in the school hall 
Tuesday 14th December – EYFS and KS1 Party Day 
Wednesday 15th December – KS2 Party Day 
Thursday 16th December – Father Christmas visit (am) 
Thursday 16th December – School Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 20th December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 21st December –  Staff Development Day (school closed to children) 
Wednesday 22nd December –  School closed in lieu of HM Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee 
Tuesday 4th January – School reopens at 8.45am for the Spring Term 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

Barnados Family Centres 
Centres will be open and staff available between Christmas and New Year 
www.isleofwightfamilycentres.org.uk 

  
 

 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
http://www.isleofwightfamilycentres.org.uk/


 

 

  
 

 
 

Online Safety Survey 
 
The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Cyber Ambassador scheme and the Isle of Wight 
Safeguarding Children Partnership team are asking parents/carers to take part in this survey. 
The aim of the survey is to explore how well you can currently support the child or young person in 
your care with any online safety concerns. Results from this survey will be used to create resources 
to help parents and carers support their children and young people with online safety. The closing 
date for responses is Friday 18 February 2022. 
 
If you have any questions or require additional help/ information, please contact the OPCC Cyber  
Ambassador Coordinators; 
 
OPCC.CyberAmbassadorScheme@hampshire.police.uk 
 
or Jane Leigh, Isle of Wight Safeguarding Children 
Partnership team Jane.Leigh@IOW.GOV.UK. 

 
        
 

   

https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90358120/IOWSCP-Parent-and-Carer-Online-Safety
mailto:OPCC.CyberAmbassadorScheme@hampshire.police.uk


 

 

 

 
 
 
 


