
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 21st January 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
The children have enjoyed another week at school with pupil numbers increasing day by day in Key 
Stage 2 after the covid situation. 
 
I am hoping we will be back to a full house on Monday and things can return to normal. 
I appreciate that one or two parents have contracted covid themselves and have found it a challenge 
to get their children to school. Please continue to make every effort as the significant amount of time 
out of school during the last two years could be detrimental to their learning. 
 

In class, Discoverers have been learning all about teeth, keeping them healthy and therefore avoiding 
the unpleasant trip to the dentist for a filling. 
 
I look forward to seeing the stone-age cave in use. It actually looks quite comfortable and I can 
certainly see a few children sneaking in to keep warm during the next few weeks. 
Thank you Mrs Jenvey. 
 
Katie and Pippa described, in depth, some of the highlights of their week. They enjoyed investigating 
the impact of using charcoal as a medium on different materials including wallpaper and tissue paper. 
This helped to represent cave painting. 
They also enjoyed their non-chronological report writing entitled ‘how we will survive’ which included 
paragraphs about tools, clothing (animal skins) and fire. 
Both girls were very confident with Roman numerals and were able to successfully represent 
numbers using numerals. 
 
I also had a demonstration on Scratch. The computing program has a number of features but what 
particularly impressed me was the way the girls were able to quickly adapt the programming 
language to meet my instructions. 
Additional thanks to Mrs Jenvey for covering the class on Thursday and Friday. 
 
Pioneers and the school have been very grateful to Mrs McDougall this week who has held the reins 
amazingly well. Thankfully the teaching staff has now returned to full capacity. 
 
William and Laura were very excited about some of their work this week. Shackleton’s journey to 
Antarctica and the science work based on DNA and RNA certainly inspired William as he enthused 
about the nucleus and double helixes!!  



 

 

Undoubtedly we have a future scientist on our hands.  I’m sure will all be familiar with the following 
 
The two main types of nucleic acids are DNA and RNA. Both DNA and RNA are made from 
nucleotides, each containing a five-carbon sugar backbone, a phosphate group, and a nitrogen base. 
DNA provides the code for the cell's activities, while RNA converts that code into proteins to carry out 
cellular functions! 

 
They both loved the associated English work including the three diary entries from the stowaway and 
describing the snuggery – described as a temporary shelter using an upturned lifeboat. They enjoyed 
telling me how the explorers survived on bone soup and seal and whale fat.  Delicious! 
 
To my surprise Willam was not quite so enthusiastic about the fraction work! 
 
Adventurers have had a fun week. Abbie and Lottie told me about their adventures with Elliot, the 

superhero including the painting of the ‘capows’, ‘zaps’ and ‘booms’ and playing music using 

maracas, drums, bells and other percussion instruments. 
 
They loved using the apparatus to represent the different scenarios such as hanging out of 
helicopters. 
 
In Explorers, Alena and Sam told me about the adventures of Swiper the mysterious number cat who 
visits the class leaving clues for the children. The child have left him some food in attempt to meet 
him. Unfortunately there has not been a sighting as yet. 
 
Sam demonstrated his gymnastics skills with his forward rolls and Alena was very excited recalling 
the Explorers Ball where she dressed as Belle and met The  Queen of Hearts aka Mrs. Lacey. 
 
The Art display in the classroom based on David Attenborough’s childhood is fantastic including 
hanging mobiles and paintings. Jude recalled the importance of healthy oceans. 

Thank you to all the contributors this week. 

 
Staff Change 
 
Mrs Allbrighton has been successful with her application for a full time teaching position at a new 
school. She will be leaving St Helens next week. 
We thank her for all her efforts in the last 16 months. 
 
On Tuesday we appointed Miss Gorman, who will be working in conjunction with Mrs Leslie from 
March. In the interim period we will be employing Mrs Callahan for the remaining four weeks of the 
half term. 

 

 



 

 

Covid Update 

An update for all education and childcare settings following the Prime Minister’s 

announcement of the end of Plan B 

Today, the Prime Minister announced that all Plan B measures will be removed in England, with a full 

return to Plan A by Thursday 27 January 

This decision comes in response to national infection data showing the prevalence of COVID-19 to be 

on a downward trajectory. Whilst there are some groups where cases are likely to continue rising, it is 

likely that the Omicron wave has now peaked nationally. There remains significant pressure on the 

NHS but hospital admissions have stabilised, and the number of patients in Intensive Care Units 

(ICU) remain low and are falling. 

Weather Forecast 
 
Met Office are advising of a Level 2 Cold Weather Alert. 
 
The Met Office advise that there is a 70 % probability of severe cold weather between 1800 
Wednesday 19th January and 0900 on Sunday 23rd January 2022 in the South East of England. This 
weather could increase the health risks to vulnerable patients and disrupt the delivery of services. 
  
Forecast states - Turning cold Thursday. Widespread overnight frosts expected. Temperatures 
recovering a little Friday, but with a chance of mean temperatures remaining below threshold until 
Saturday. 
 
 
Have a wonderful weekend 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
Explorers 
 
This week the Explorers have looked at the book Little People Big Dreams - David Attenborough. The 
book tells the story of David as a child and how he first became interested in exploring and learning 
about animals. It travels through his career and shows all the great achievements he has made over 
the years. After looking at this story we watched a clip from ‘Blue Planet’ which showed David talking 
about his childhood and then showed  us some of the amazing animals we have in our ocean and 
how we can help protect them. 



 

 

The children then looked at what a happy, healthy ocean should look like. They sorted through what 
should and should not be in the ocean and put all the items of rubbish in the bin. We discussed how 
these items can hurt our oceans and the animals that live in them. The children then went on to draw 
pictures of a happy, healthily ocean. They drew and made different sea animals using a variety of 
craft materials. They also made beautiful sea animals from clay too, which they will paint next week. 
All the children were really engaged in this activity and were very keen to discuss ways in which we 
can help save our oceans and why it is important to do so. 
 
The children have been very excited this week as ‘Swiper’ has returned…. For a few years now the 
Explorers class have been visited by the mysterious Swiper. Some say he is a cat, some say a fox 
but nobody truly knows Swiper’s real identity. 
 
Swiper loves numbers and will often visit the classroom to check what the Explorers have been 
learning. Unfortunately he is a bit clumsy and likes to cause a bit of unintentional chaos with numbers, 
which the Explorers have to fix. 
 
This week Swiper made himself known to the class by leaving mud, grass and number cards all over 
the classroom. The Explorers had to collect all the number cards and put them in a number line to 
check Swiper hadn’t swiped any of them. Luckily he hadn’t and all the cards were placed in the 
correct order. 
 
The children then decided they needed to make a trap for Swiper, I suggested maybe they used bait. 
We discussed what bait was and decided that, because he really likes numbers maybe if we made 
our own number cards, we could leave them out for him to swipe. The children each wrote a number 
on a card and suck a corresponding amount of stickers on their card. They then got to work making 
traps and leaving their bait outside. When they returned from lunch they were excited to see their bait 
had gone but the traps had been trashed and grey fur was left around them. 
 
Later on that afternoon we couldn’t believe our eyes as a grey cat came strolling through our garden 
(what are the chances) we decided this must be Swipers cousin as Swiper would never come out 
when we were around. 
We shall see what happens next week… 
 
Adventurers 
 
Another week into January! The children seem very settled and happy, lots of fun chatter. It was very 
difficult to choose the stars and workers this week as many children have been so well behaved and 
focused on their school work.  
 

In Geography the children enjoyed zooming into St Helens Primary School on Google Earth. We 
talked about where St Helens Primary school is located and its surrounding area. The children made 
their own Google Earth flip books so they could zoom in and out of St Helens. We also enjoyed going 
on a walk around the local area to see if we could spot anything we say on Google Earth. The 
children noticed the monument at Culver Cliff, and they were interested in how the cliff edge was just 
past the monument. Emily noticed hills to one side and not the other. Many pointed out the entrance 
to the caravan site which we saw was next to the school one Google Earth.  
 

In Science we have continued to learn about the human life cycle. The children have thought about 
the things they will learn to do as they develop into teenagers then adults. This led to some 



 

 

interesting discussions around jobs they would like to do, decision making as a teenager or adult and 
how many years each stage lasts for. 
 

Mrs Yardley taught music this week, the children used a range of percussion instruments to create a 
piece of music for the story Eliot the Midnight Superhero. They used the pictures to inspire, and the 
children were encouraged to think of ways they could create music to represent the different stages of 
the story. 
 

In Maths we have focused on subtraction. In Year 1 the children have been learning how to subtract a 
single digit number from a 2-digit number. In Year 2 the children were subtracting a 2 digit from a 2-
digit number. All children have used a range of pictorial and concrete items e.g. counters, number 
lines and bead bars. I was impressed to see Year 2 draw their own number lines by the end of the 
week then making jumps back in tens and multiples of ten. Well done to Luke, he was very settled 
with his maths this week and made excellent progress. 
 

Alongside subtraction we have also needed to look at our number formation and many children are 
now correcting their numbers at the end of maths lessons - well done! Mrs Maloney, our Maths 
subject leader, will also be pleased to hear that the children have been working hard on their times 
tables. Please continue to work on this at home. Year 1 should be learning their 2 and 10 times 
tables. Year 2 should be learning their 2, 5 and 10 times tables, also their 3 times if they are really 
confident. 
 

In English we have used adjectives to describe Eliot, Cai said "He is mysterious as he is a midnight 
superhero." Belle said, "He is really cool." All the children also learnt about the different stages of a 
story and planned their comic strips. Year 1 worked together in the hall; they used a large strip of 
paper drawing pictures, writing phrases and words from the text. Year 2 used a story planner to 
record their plans individually. I am really looking forward to seeing how their comic script turns out 
next week.  
 

In Guided Reading we have read and thought about the features of a comic. The children liked the 
colours and the pictures as these helped them to know what was happening. We also agreed that the 
voice bubbles and capitalisation made the text fun to read. It was also lovely to spend some time 
enjoying our school library this week. The children enjoyed sitting on the bean bags and bus seats 
sharing books.  
 
 
Discoverers 
 
Mrs Leslie - I would like to say I have been very impressed with the children's maturity this week. On 
Monday, the decision was taken that the class will form a bubble again. The children have coped very 
well with the changes and have continued to demonstrate their excellent attitude to learning.  
 
In Maths, the children have been focusing on negative numbers and the number system. We looked 
at this in the context of temperatures and their homework is linked to this. The children only have to 
take the temperature twice during the day. We looked at this in class and used a weather forecast 
online to help.  
 
In Science, this week the children looked at their teeth, the names of different types of teeth and 
their functions. We then looked at different animals and their types of teeth and diet. We found out 
that herbivores have more molars to grind and chew their plant based diet whereas carnivores seem 



 

 

to have more canines to rip and tear the meat in their diet. We also looked at how to keep our teeth 
healthy.  
 
In English, the children have continued to work on our class text 'The Stone Age Boy' ready to write 
their non chronological report. We watched Bear Grylls making fire using the drill and bow technique. 
The children then had to write a set of instructions on how they would make a fire. Firstly, some 
children were blind folded and they were given verbal instructions on how to find their treasure (a 
pencil!). Blind folds were not shared! We focused on the importance of giving clear instructions.  
 
The children have been really enjoying their hockey lessons with Mrs Shenton. I was quite tempted to 
go out and join in myself as it looked like so much fun!  
 

Mrs Jenvey has created an amazing Stone Age cave in the corner of the class ready for our art 
lesson next week. This week, the children looked at using different types of paper to use charcoal on 
including: sugar paper, wrapping paper, crepe paper, tissue paper and wall paper. They then had to 
choose the one they liked the best and why. Next week, the children will be using their chosen paper 
to draw cave paintings on as well as entering the stone age cave to create their own cave paintings 
using charcoal. 
 
Next week, the children will have the opportunity to visit the library bus and change their books again. 
Please could you make sure they are in school ready. Thank you for hearing your children regularly 
read at home, it is really making a difference and I can see some children making lots of progress.    
 
 
Pioneers 
 
In Pioneers class this week, the children in their Art lesson  continued using watercolours and produced 
some excellent graphically  stylised Emperor penguins and started on their geometric icebergs. 

 
In English they have been creating diary accounts of Percy Blackborrow from our book Ice Trap; 
considering how he may have felt at key moments in the book. 

 
In Maths the children led by Mrs McDougall have been multiplying and dividing fractions. They have 
become confident and are able to use number lines to illustrate their answers. 

 
In RE the children had fun rewriting a fairy tale using the Golden Rule and in PSHE were  discussing 
energy use and how to take steps to conserve it. 

 
On Thursday in Geography the class were tackling the lines of latitude and longitude that make our 
earth with the help of some oranges and satsumas ( as well as globes and atlases) They are able to 
confidently name major lines such as Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn and the Greenwich Meridian 
, as well as identifying the difference between the  Northern and Southern hemispheres 

 
This week as there has been Covid absence (including Mrs Maloney)  the children have coped 
admirably with returning to bubbles  but things are now returning to normal.  
 
 
 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Emily Rosie 

Adventurers Ria Lottie 

Adventurers Thomas Abbie 

Discoverers Alex Hannah 

Discoverers Rowan Milly A 

Pioneers Eziara Wesley 

Pioneers Laura Sarah 

 
 

 
 
 

Attendance week from: 17/01/2022 to 21/01/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 97.8% 0 0 1 2 

Adventurers 90.3% 0 0 4 16 

Discoverers 91.7% 0 0 0 23 

Pioneers 67.8% 1 25 10 77 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 85.1%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Amelia age 5 

Elizabeth age 5 

 
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
  
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Tuesday 1st February – Fire Service visit (Yrs 1,2,5,6) 
Thursday 10th February – Adventurers class trip to Briddlesford Farm (letter to follow) 
Wednesday 16th February – KS2 Author presentation (Peter Murray) 
Thursday 17th February – Wellbeing Day 
Friday 18th February – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 28th February – School reopens at 8.45am 
Thursday 3rd March – World Book Day 
Monday 7th March – Staff Development Day – school closed to pupils 
Thursday 17th & Friday 18th March – KS1 Space Camp 
Friday 18th March – School reports out 
Tuesday 22nd March – Parents Evening 
Friday 8th April – School closes at 3.00pm for Easter holidays 
Monday 25th April – School reopens at 8.45am for Summer Term  



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Have you heard about our 

amazing new app? 
 

  

 

It's 1-Minute Maths 

  

Free to download for teachers, 

parents and pupils. 

  

Designed for use both in class and at 

home, our new 1-Minute Maths app 

helps children build greater number 

confidence and fluency. It's all about 

targeted practice in engaging, one-

minute chunks! 
 

 

https://schools.tecl.co.uk/educationcompany7lz/lz.aspx?p1=MHMDU2NzA1MDQ2UzU3ODoyODc2MUUwM0QxNDk5RTM4NkNGNUY5QTgwNzQzNTU1Nw%3d%3d-&CC=&w=11191


 

 
 

 

 

This first version of the app is aimed at Key Stage 1 pupils and 

focuses on adding and subtracting - and on 'Subitising'. The free 

mobile app is available for Apple/IOS, Android and Kindle. 
 

  

 

Children can choose any topic they 

want to try. They then answer a 

unique series of questions (so it's a 

different set of questions every time). 

If they're struggling with a question, a 

'Hint' button will give a helpful clue by 

showing the question in a different but 

familiar way. 

  

When the one minute's up, they'll see 

a feedback screen telling them how 

they've done. 
 

 

Find out more  

  

 

Check out these 7 top reasons for using 

1 - Minute Maths! 
 

 

 Excellent practice - and no 

distractions. 

https://schools.tecl.co.uk/educationcompany7lz/lz.aspx?p1=MHMDU2NzA1MDQ2UzU3ODoyODc2MUUwM0QxNDk5RTM4NkNGNUY5QTgwNzQzNTU1Nw%3d%3d-&CC=&w=11190


 

 
 

 A clear, intuitive process that 

children pick up straight away. 

 No login or internet access 

needed. Just download and 

play. 

 Enjoyable and motivating... 

How many can they get 

correct in one minute? 

 Helpful hints match those used 

in class. 

  
 

 
 

 Brilliant for building number fluency and confidence. 

 It's FREE! 
 

  

 

 

Can't find what you're looking for? 

  

Visit www.whiterosemaths.com 
 

 

Get social with us 
  

    

 

 

Part of the Trinity family of academies, schools and initiatives 

https://schools.tecl.co.uk/educationcompany7lz/lz.aspx?p1=MHMDU2NzA1MDQ2UzU3ODoyODc2MUUwM0QxNDk5RTM4NkNGNUY5QTgwNzQzNTU1Nw%3d%3d-&CC=&w=11175


 

 

  

White Rose Maths, Maltings Rd • Halifax, Halifax HX2 0TJ • United Kingdom 

E: support@whiterosemaths.com 

  

Click here to unsubscribe | View this email in your browser 
 

    

 
 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:support@whiterosemaths.com
https://schools.tecl.co.uk/educationcompany7lz/Preference.aspx?p1=MHMDU2NzA1MDQ2UzU3ODoyODc2MUUwM0QxNDk5RTM4NkNGNUY5QTgwNzQzNTU1Nw%3d%3d-&p=1
https://schools.tecl.co.uk/educationcompany7lz/lz.aspx?p1=MHMDU2NzA1MDQ2UzU3ODoyODc2MUUwM0QxNDk5RTM4NkNGNUY5QTgwNzQzNTU1Nw%3d%3d-&CC=&p=0
http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 

   


