
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 28th January 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It  has been great to welcome back the majority of children this week. Whole school attendance is 
back to where we would like it to be with less than a handful of children absent on Friday. We can 
only hope that St Helens has seen the last of covid outbreaks.  
 
This week has seen a return to whole school assemblies which I have personally missed. I 
particularly enjoy the Friday assembly that allows the school to celebrate the children’s achievements. 
 
Please can I ask you to refer to our attendance procedure below and in particular ensure you contact 
the school first thing in the morning if your children is going to be absent (preferably by email) then 
provide a written explanation for  the absence on their return.  
 
School Attendance Procedure 
 
It is now practice at St Helens Primary School for the admin team to contact you after a short period 
of absence. I would like parents to regard this as a genuine welfare call to check on your child’s 
wellbeing and an offer of support where possible. 
 
Please remember to stay in touch with school on a regular basis and to follow the attendance 
procedure below. A written explanation will always be sought and remember that there are slips 
available in the school foyer to explain absence.  
 
The School’s Attendance Procedure 
 
 At St Helens Primary School our expectation is that all children attend school every session. 
Registration takes place daily at 8.50am and 1.00pm. If a child is unable to attend school, parents 
need to contact the office as soon as possible either by phone or email. Email would be preferable 
because this would provide a written explanation. Please contact the school on a regular basis if your 
child is off for an extended period in order to keep us informed. 
 
 If the school do not receive notification about a child’s absence before 9.30am at the latest, the office 
administrator will make contact by phone. If there is no response a message will be left with the 
expectation for the parent to respond immediately. A follow-up call will be made before morning break 
(10.30am) if no contact has been made, though this should not be necessary.  
 
 



 

 

If a child is late, a parent should sign a late slip located in the office foyer.  
 
When a child returns after a period of absence, the school requires an email or letter to explain the 
reason for the absence on the day of return. Please note a phone call is not sufficient.  
 
Unauthorised Absence  
 
If the school does not receive a written explanation, we will send out a reminder letter with tear-off slip 
for completion by the parent.  
A second reminder letter will be sent out after a week though this should not be required. If the school 
does not receive a letter or email, the absence will be marked ‘unauthorised’ and addressed with the 
Education Welfare Officer (EWO) at the three-weekly meeting.  
 
If a child has ten unauthorised sessions (half day) in a period of twelve weeks, a Truancy Penalty 
Notice (TPN) may be issued. Unauthorised holidays of 10 sessions or more may also be subject to a 
TPN.  
 
Medical Appointments  
 
Please try to ensure that all medical appointments are made outside of school hours wherever 
possible. 
 
 
Online Safety 
 
I have recently received some useful resources regarding online safety which I will share over the 
next few weeks. Please take a few minutes to read them in order to ensure everyone remains safe on 
line. 
 

How can I help keep my child safe online? 

As a parent or carer you play a key role in helping your child to stay safe online. We understand 

this may feel a bit daunting – but you don’t need to be an expert on the internet. The most 

important thing you can do is to have a conversation with them. 

Chat with your children on an ongoing basis about staying safe online. If you’re not sure how to 

begin this conversation, then the UK Safer Internet Centre have some great conversation starter 

ideas. 

In the I need help section there is information about the more common concerns your child may 

encounter online. There is advice and links to organisations that have useful tips and resources, 

so you could look through these with them as part of your conversation. 

 Childnet has a parents and carers toolkit that offers practical tips and advice on different 

aspects of keeping your child safe online. They also offer tailored advice for foster carers 

and adoptive parents that can be found here. 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://lurkingtrolls.com/help-me/
https://lurkingtrolls.com/help-me/


 

 

 ParentZone also has an amazing range of resources, which include guides on the most 

popular games and apps that your child might use. 

 Net Aware has created a video based on four simple steps you can follow to make 

talking online safety part of your everyday family conversation. This video also has 

subtitles available in several languages. 

 Think U Know has a helpful guide on how you can make online gaming a safer 

experience for your child. 

 Swiggle is an ad-free search engine, designed specifically for kids who are taking 

their first steps on the internet. It can help stop children accidently encountering 

inappropriate content or advertising when they’re online. 

 Google, YouTube and other mainstream sites have safe search settings on them that 

you can activate to help limit the type of contact your child can access. There are 

online guides on how to turn on the ‘safe search’ features. 

 The BBC has designed an Own It App that can be installed on mobile phones. This is 

designed to provide a helping hand to your child when they receive their first 

smartphone, supporting their digital wellbeing, showing them how to make smarter 

and better informed choices. 
 
Meanwhile in class: 
 
 I have witnessed lots of great teaching and learning experiences.  
 
In Pioneers Georgia has enjoyed using scratch in computing lessons, using colours and shapes to 
represent icebergs in art and the gymnastics lesson. Jack T has loved his work on ratio and 
proportion.  
They both really enjoy their music lessons though they are ‘absolutely terrified of singing and 
dancing!’ 
 
In Discoverers Ellie has had a really good week and enjoyed making the shelters as well as 
concluding her non-chronological report. Obie loved being the king of the ring in hockey lessons. 
 
In Explorers Levi and Emily enjoyed finding new tricky words and investigating new sounds. 
They have enjoyed the blanket dens with Emily adding toys and pillows. 
Levi really enjoys riding bikes and Emily loves singing counting songs. She particularly loves singing 
loudly. 
 
In Adventurers, Lottie has enjoyed science learning the names of different parts of the body.  
She loved writing her comic strips including Eliot saving a boat and in art completing her work on 
superheroes  
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Mr Wake 
 

https://parentzone.org.uk/home
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://swiggle.org.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/entertainment-search-engines/google-safesearch/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/entertainment-search-engines/google-safesearch/
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app


 

 

Explorers 
 
The Explorers have been very keen to try and catch Swiper this week and have been hard at work 
making various number traps. They wrote numbers in chalk outside to try and entice him out and 
have improved and developed previous trap designs using junk modelling. 
 
We have been exploring quantities this week, what different quantities look like and how numbers can 
be represented. We looked at a dice and its different faces, we discussed its shape and how the dots 
are positioned to represent each number. After looking at the dice, I drew the 6 dice faces on 6 
separate sheets. The Explorers then had various objects, wooden numbers and number cards in 
which they had to place on the correct sheet. Each sheet had to have the correct number and 
quantity of objects and they also had to write the number on there too. They worked in small groups 
and once completing their number tasks they went around and checked each other’s work. The 
children wanted to leave these out in class as extra traps. 
 
The children have been playing lots of different reading games this week and a particular favourite is 
Obb and Bob on phonics play. It involves the children reading different words and feeding them to 
each alien. Obb likes to eat fake works and Bob likes to eat real words. 
 
We had a visit from Jeremy the giraffe who had a special song to sing to the class about celebrating 
how special they each are. The Explorers looked at their reflections and each said something they 
liked about themselves which made them special. They then worked in two small groups and 
were   each given a photograph of themselves. In the middle were lots of puzzle pieces of everyone’s 
faces. They each took turns to take a puzzle piece and decide who it belongs too, saying what they 
liked about that person. We had some lovely comments such as these are ‘happy eyes’, ‘kind eyes’, 
‘cheeky smile’, ‘lovely soft hair’ and ‘happy cheeks’. Everyone completed their puzzles of their own 
faces. Following this we discussed how it made everyone feel nice talking about things we like about 
ourselves and others. 
 
Continuing on from our work last week on ocean pollution, Seb kindly bought in the book ‘Somebody 
Swallowed Stanley’. It’s a story about a plastic bag being mistaken for a jellyfish, with various animals 
trying to eat him and how he unintentionally ended up hurting them. At the end of the story a kind boy 
saves a turtle from Stanley and explains he shouldn’t be in the ocean. The boy decides to recycle 
Stanley and make him into a kite. We discussed what recycling is and how we can use our unwanted 
rubbish or items to make things with a new purpose. The Explorers were given a variety of recycling 
and craft materials, they set off to work to make new objects from them. We had a few bags and lots 
of kites made which they all enjoyed flying. 
 
Thank you to Oliver for his kind donation of sea animals, the class have loved playing with them this 
week and we have used them to do lots of counting with too. 
Have a wonderful weekend.  
 
Adventurers 
 
Another super week. The children finished their English learning journeys and completed a retell of 
Eliot the Midnight Superhero as a cartoon strip. They spent a lot of time working on the pictures and 
adding colour to make the cartoons pop out - they are fantastic. We are putting some on display in 
the hall so please take a look when you are next in school.  
 



 

 

In Maths we focused on subtraction, finding the difference to solve number problems. Both year 
groups used a number line to support their maths. Year 2 also applied their previous learning of 
jumping in tens to find the answers. We also applied our skills to word problems during the later part 
of the week. 
In History we have continued to find out about Florence Nightingale. All the children thought that she 
must have been very brave to have gone to the Crimean war to help injured people. We looked 
closely at her life events then created timelines about her. The children then made lamps to represent 
her as she was known by many as the" Lady with the Lamp." 
 
We were identifying body parts in Science. The children enjoyed a game of "Heads, shoulders, knees 
and...hips!" Lots of laughter as they tried to keep up with the song and identify the different parts of 
their body. 
 
In Art we investigated the colour wheel and identified the primary colours. This related very well to the 
original cartoons of Superman which the children loved looking at. The children then created their 
own primary colour wheel and used these colours to apply different pop art techniques e.g. blocks of 
colour and dots to small portraits. Next week we will be drawing our own portraits and applying pop 
art techniques to them. 
 
We have also focused on reading this week, it has been a pleasure to hear all the children read. I am 
pleased to see that so many are reading at home daily. 
 
Discoverers 
 
Another fantastic week in Discoverers Class. It has been great to see children returning from being 
absent and they have settled back into working hard very quickly - well done! I have been very 
pleased to see some home learning taking place while some children have been absent and lots of 
reading! Thank you for supporting your child with their learning! 
 
In Maths, the children have been looking at fractions of amounts for example 1/3 of 27. We have 
been using strips of paper with pictures on to help them. They then moved on to using the bar model 
to visually show the fractions of different amounts and used counters to help. Some children used 
known number facts to help them, using their multiplication knowledge to help with division 
calculations. I was very impressed with how the children tackled challenges and persevered until they 
reached the correct answer. Katy, Jarryd and Obie need a special mention demonstrating the school 
value - determination. 
 
In English, the children have finished their non-chronological reports. They have spent time editing 
and reviewing their work using their peers to help them. Some children used editing flaps - pieces of 
paper stuck over original work to up-level it. I am really seeing excellent progress with editing. The 
children are reading their work through carefully and they are now noticing more errors and self 
correcting their mistakes. A really tricky but important skill to master. 
 
I’m not sure who had more fun in science this week, Mrs Jenvey or the children! The children are 
working on an enquiry which involves observations over a week. They have placed boiled eggs, 
which represent teeth into different drinks (water, an energy drink, coke, milk and orange juice). The 
hard egg shell represents tooth enamel. They are seeing what sugary drinks do to teeth. Already, the 
energy drink seems to have cracked the egg shell. The majority of the children think that the Coke will 
have the worst effect on the tooth. 
 



 

 

We had great fun in Art this week. The children used their skills they have built up over our charcoal 
journey to create cave paintings. Some children got to experience cave painting in our class cave. I 
have promised that all the children will get a chance to do this! Blossom and Lylah both preferred 
doing their cave painting on their desk. Blossom found it uncomfortable, her arm and back started to 
ache after a while and Lylah struggled with the lack of light. 
 
 
Pioneers 
 

We began a new book this week; namely  Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill; 
diving into our  new book on Monday morning we were all given the actual  name of a 
person on board the ship and two or three dogs to care for. So in character this week 
in Literacy we have been writing letters of application; diary entries in the role of dogs 
and considering what to salvage from the ship (the Endurance) before it sank. 
  
Here are some examples of our recent artwork. As you can see they are very much 

Antarctica themed. We have Penguins vs Icebergs. Both pieces were 
created using 
watercolours and 
were inspired by 
graphic artwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the theme of art  we are pleased to advise you that from Monday 31st January Pioneers class is 
having an artist in residence for 6 weeks. This is an exciting initiative organised by Independent Arts of 
Newport  (linking closely to our Artsmark journey) and  it will comprise 6 creative workshops as part of 
their  Renew Newport (built and cultural heritage project). The built heritage and industrial history is a 
very important and rich facet of a living, evolving and dynamic biosphere (as on the Isle of Wight) 



 

 

 

The artist Jo James plans to breathe life into the history of this fascinating subject through the 
creation of 3 large scale pieces of art. These will be a model of a mill, a super graphic map of the 
Island's mill sites, and a collage of one of the principle mills and its setting. 
  
The pupils of St Helens  have been invited to take part in creating the collage of one of the principal 
mills. The artist Jo James works with many different media and she hopes that our/her collage will be 
a composite of the many different materials produced by the mills here on the Isle of Wight (paper, 
concrete, grain are some examples) 
  

 
Another piece of exciting news was the announcement of the proposed class residential trip from  
Monday 27th June - Wednesday 29th June 2022. This is a proposed two night residential at Avon 
Tyrrell Outdoor Activity Centre which is situated in 65 acres of beautiful grounds in Bransgore, New 
Forest, offering outdoor adventure activities.  
 
It is our current plan to run a residential trip every two years. So this will be Year 5’s only opportunity. 
The next residential will be in 2024. 
 
I hope that all parents will seriously consider the benefits of such a trip for their son or daughter. In 
terms of independence, resilience and confidence building you cannot beat a residential. It will also 

be great fun. 😀😀😀😀 

 
In Maths this week Pioneers have been considering how to calculate ratios, using some practical 
applications. In Geography the class have been revisiting and testing their locational knowledge of 
the world by looking at time zones across the globe. Several children commented that “time travel 
was actually real then!” They were independently appreciating that when they were eating lunch on 
the Isle of Wight at midday;  in Seattle, USA (- 8 hours) children were still asleep, whereas in Japan 
 (+ 9 hours  ) children were thinking of going to bed. 
 
In Science we have been looking at fossils (revision of knowledge) and examining the differences of 
horse skeletons over the last 38 million years. We are considering how adaptation takes millions 
rather than hundreds of years. 
      
     

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Athena Oliver 

Adventurers Lottie Finnlay 

Adventurers Taylor Emily 

Discoverers Alexis Alfie 

Discoverers Jarryd Theo 

Pioneers Lenny Max 

Pioneers Roo Alex M 

 
 

 
 
 

Attendance week from: 17/01/2022 to 21/01/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 92.1% 0 0 8 3 

Adventurers 91.9% 0 0 2 15 

Discoverers 73.9% 1 25 4 69 

Pioneers 71.9% 1 25 28 48 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 80.3%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Covid 19 Vaccinations Update 

 
The Isle of Wight Council have asked us to share the following information with you:- 

 
The COVID-19 vaccination is available for everyone age 12 and over. 
It’s not too late to get your 1st, 2nd or booster doses. 
 

When to have your vaccine: 
People aged 18 or over should have their 2nd dose from 8 weeks after their 1st dose. 
Most people aged 12-17 should have their 2nd dose from 12 weeks after their 1st dose. 
Boosters are available for everyone aged 16+ and you should have it at least 3 months after your 2nd dose. 
 
It’s easy to attend a walk-in clinic and the NHS are offering pop-up clinics around the Island: 

 7 days a week from 8 am to 8 pm, The Riverside Centre, Newport, PO30 2QR 
 Friday 28 January 

o 10am to 5pm, Cowes Fire Station, Victoria Road, PO31 7JJ 
o 10am to 5pm, Pan Community Centre, Furlongs,  Pan, PO30 2AX 

 Tuesday 1 February 
o 9.30 am to 5 pm, Ryde Fire Station, Nicholson Road, PO33 1BE 
o 5pm to 7.30pm, Medina Leisure Centre, Newport, PO30 2DX. 

 Tuesday 8 February, 5pm to 7.30pm, The Heights, Sandown, PO36 9ET. 
 Monday 14 February, 5pm to 7.30pm, Medina Leisure Centre, Newport, PO30 2DX. 
 Tuesday 15 February, 5pm to 7.30pm, Medina Leisure Centre, Newport, PO30 2DX. 
 Saturday 19 February, 9.30am to 1.00pm, Medina Leisure Centre, Newport, PO30 2DX. 
 Tuesday 22 February, 5pm to 7.30pm, The Heights, Sandown, PO36 9ET. 
 Saturday 26 February, 9.30am to 1.00pm, The Heights, Sandown, PO36 9ET. 

You can also book an appointment online or by calling 119. 

Get up to date information about the vaccination delivery programme on the Isle of Wight from the 
NHS. 

Get information and support with COVID-19 on the Island on keeptheislandsafe.org 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.hampshiresouthamptonandisleofwightccg.nhs.uk/your-health/latest-information-on-covid-19/covid-19-vaccination-programme/walk-in-clinics-near-you
https://keeptheislandsafe.org/


 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Mrs Savage 

Mrs Taylor 

Atticus age 7 

Reuben age 8 

 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
 Dates for Your Diary 
Tuesday 1st February – Fire Service visit (Yrs 1,2,5,6) 
Thursday 10th February – Adventurers class trip to Briddlesford Farm  
Thursday 10th February – Discoverers Stone Age Workshop 
Wednesday 16th February – KS2 Author presentation (Peter Murray) 
Thursday 17th February – Wellbeing Day 
Friday 18th February – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 28th February – School reopens at 8.45am 
Thursday 3rd March – World Book Day 
Monday 7th March – Staff Development Day – school closed to pupils 
Wednesday 9th March – National Child Measurement Programme (Year R and Year 6 only) 
Thursday 17th & Friday 18th March – KS1 Space Camp 
Friday 18th March – School reports out 
Saturday 19th March – St Helens Horticultural Society Spring Show (School hall) 
Tuesday 22nd March – Parents Evening 
Friday 8th April – School closes at 3.00pm for Easter holidays 
Monday 25th April – School reopens at 8.45am for Summer Term  



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
 
 

   



 

 

     

 
 



 

 

Sensory Space cic is a new unique sensory space created for 

children, A space created to ignite and simulate the senses of 

sight, hearing, touch and smell. 

Sensory Space is located upstairs at The Duck restaurant in 

Ryde. There is a removable ramp on entrance and a lift 

available along with an accessible toilet, 

Sensory Space have various sessions available also with space 

for private and 1 to 1 sessions. 

With baby sensory for 0- 18 

months with separate mats and 

toys to keep everyone safe at 

this time. Sensory 

Explorers for 18months-

5yrs as the children grow and 

start exploring more independently also added in this 

session is messy play. Throughout January we have a 

special sale price for these sessions. 

Afterschool sensory play and crafts is NEW session on 

Mondays for ages 3-8 yrs though there is flexibility with the 

ages for children with additional needs. 

Sensory Space is also a short break provider with 2 

sessions every Saturday morning for short break card 

holders. Sensory Space is also registered as an alternative provision provider through the 

council. 

    

 

At present funded by the NHS mental health fund we are able 

to offer monthly parent carer coffee and craft sessions 

("MeTime") these are free and open to any parent/carer who 

cares for a child with a disability/special need. 

All our sessions are small groups so there is plenty of space for 

everyone and not too crowded or overwhelming. 

All our sessions can be booked through our 

dedicated booking site below. We very much 

welcome visits as well.  

https://bookwhen.com/sensorvspacecic 
 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 


