
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 11th March 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

We have certainly had an interesting week this week with numerous staff falling foul to illness. 
Fortunately, we have a very dedicated staff and everyone has stepped up and supported each other 
both in class and at breaks. 

Mrs Anderson has extended her day to cover in the office, Miss Ryan has found a new home in 
Adventurers and all other staff have volunteered for extra duties at break and lunchtimes. I very much 
hope things return to normal next week! 

Despite the staffing shortage, lessons have maintained their normal quality. I watched two English 
lessons and was impressed. Logan, Thomas and Maria-Grace to name but three, used conductions 
effectively to link two simple ideas based on the same theme. One may expect children from year two 
would be using and, because and so. However I witnessed despite and even though from some 
individuals. Lottie and Ria equally impressed with the range of personal pronouns they were using. 

In Pioneers, numerous children came to fore when discussing their new text Floodland. 

Annabelle, Eziara, Elsie, William, Annie-May, Dawson from year 5 made some amazing contributions. 
I look forward to seeing how their ideas are replicated in their written work.  

I recall reading the same text with a group of Pioneers three years ago - with some of the current 
crop’s siblings in fact. The book certainly generates lots of discussion and interest and I can see the 
class are already hooked. 

 

Floodland, by Marcus Sedgewick, is set in the near future where most of the United Kingdom is 
covered by water. The story is about a ten-year-old girl named Zoe who is left behind after her 
parents leave the island before the floods. She is left alone in the ruins of Norwich but escapes to 
Eels Island (Ely Cathedral) where she discovers a sinister society run by a strange boy named 
Dooby.  

 

 I have asked a few children for their views of lessons 

 

Rosie – We have been doing dinosaur writing and drawing dinosaur pictures, growing cress seeds 
and using the table top, monkey bars and apparatus in PE. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ely_Cathedral


 

 

Hannah – Being a nature lover I loved using water colours to make shades of green. I made 23. 

I also loved talking about different communities in PSHE 

 

Josiah – I like making up stories about a magic place and using arrays and bar models in 
maths. 

 

Alex – I have liked using brackets in maths to change the outcome of an equation. I have also 
enjoyed investigating the properties of a range of objects including magnetism, conductivity, 
absorbency and strength. 

 

Laura - I enjoyed her work with Jo James, a local artist. This week’s focus was sewing a brick-
based image representing the past and I liked writing a letter from the main characters 
perspective Zoe to her parents.. 

 
Internet Safety 

Read below for further information on the subject. 

What is fake news, extremism and radicalisation? 

Fake news is based on propaganda, half-truths and, often, downright lies. Fake news 
is rarely harmless as it allows for plausible lies to pass as the truth. Children can be 
particularly susceptible to this as they don’t always have the experience to tell the 
difference. Many large platforms such as Facebook, Google and Wikipedia are starting 
to flag this type of content with a warning. 

However, we need to help children become more alert to the fact that not everything 
they see online is true. We can do that by getting children to ask themselves: 

 Does the story sound believable? 

 Do other sites have the same facts and figures? 

 Has it been reported on the radio, TV and in more than one reputable newspaper? 

 Does the photo or video look normal? 

 Is some of the text written in capitals or feature lots of exclamation marks – usually 
a sign of sensationalism? 

 Does the website have an About Us or a Contact section? 

 Does it have a standard address such as .org, co.uk or .com? BBC Bitesize has 
produced a video on talking to your children about fake news that you might find 
helpful. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmvdd6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmvdd6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmvdd6f


 

 

Protecting children from radicalisation 

While not common, there are negative influencers who use the internet to spread their 
extreme views and ideas. When a child starts to support or be involved in them, then 
this is called radicalisation. 

Online radicalisation can be hard to spot as it is a complex issue. There are some 
possible signs to look for but bear in mind that most of these are also part of normal 
teenager behaviour: 

 Exploring new and unusual websites, chat forums and platforms 

 Speaking with new friends or being secretive about chats during online gaming or 
in forums 

 A strong desire to seek new meaning, identity and purpose 

 Using language you wouldn’t expect them to know 

 Watching, sharing or creating films online linked to religious, political or racial hate. 
If you’re concerned, then talk to your child about what they’re viewing, who they are 
speaking to and how they’re feeling. If, after this, you’re still concerned then we advise 
that you speak with the Dedicated Safeguarding Lead at your child’s school. They will 
know your child and have had extra training to know how pick up on concerning 
behaviour. They can talk through your concerns, give advice and get extra support 
should you need it. The NSPCC has produced some guidance on protecting children 
from radicalisation that you may find helpful. 
 
I hope everyone has a great weekend 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
Explorers 
This week the explorers have been continuing with their dinosaur exploration. The children have 
invented their own dinosaurs, all with individual features. They have written their own description of 
these dinosaurs and created some wonderful pictures and given them some very interesting names.  
In numeracy they have been using different techniques such as number lines, counting objects and 
using number bonds to work out addition sums. 
The explorers have also sown some cress seeds, they are very excited to see how long it will take 
and what they will look like once they are fully grown. They have painted pictures, trying to imagine 
what they think the cress will look like and we have a chart with each child's prediction, on how many 
days it will take. When it has grown they will be making sandwiches with the cress. There were some 
mixed reactions to this, some children are very excited to eat it and other children are definitely not so 
keen.  
We have also made the most of the sunshine this week and spent lots of time outside, in the mud 
kitchen, sand and construction area. 
 
 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/protecting-children-from-radicalisation/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/protecting-children-from-radicalisation/


 

 

Adventurers 
The children have explored the use of lines in art, they identified the use of straight, thick, thin and zig 
zags in a picture book called “Wow city.” Then the created their own superhero skyline of buildings in 
art. We applied a primary (red, yellow or blue) blocks of colour to the different buildings. We will 
experiment with adding paint next week. 
In phonics we have investigated the spelling rules for plurals. Clara was interested in irregular plurals 
and told me the word glasses is an irregular plural- well done Clara. 
In maths the children found fractions of shapes, we loved creating fraction robots. Later in the week 
we investigated fractions of a number. Times tables has also been an ongoing theme, please make 
use of the children’s times tables rock stars log ins. You will find these in the children’s yellow reading 
records.  
In English we discovered that Juniper Jupiter is looking for a side kick. So we set about helping her 
create a side kick check list. Year one concentrated on using personal pronouns to write their 
sentences eg You need to be my best friend (Max); They need to be able to fly (Lottie); She needs to 
jump high (Ria). You need to be skinny to fit through small doors (Finnlay). Year 2 used conjunctions 
to add extra detail eg You must be brave despite anything (Micah F); You must listen well because 
the boss will tell you what to do (Micah M); You must like chocolate because it will give you looks of 
energy (Luke).  
I have enjoyed listening to the children read in class. Thank you to all the parents that are listening to 
their children read daily, it’s great to hear the progress they are making.  
 
Discoverers 
I feel like we’ve managed to pack lots into two days! Well done to the whole class for their brilliant 
attitude towards their learning. I’ve been impressed with the progress made! 
In maths, the children have been representing their times table knowledge on number lines and using 
arrays and counters to help them understand the link between repeated addition and multiplication. I 
was very impressed with Milly, she was using counters and number lines and it really helped her. I 
have also been impressed with the children’s progress. Every child knows the times table they are on 
and are practising - please continue to help them at home with these. Also, each child has a log in to 
TT Rockstars and can use this to play games to improve. Their log in details are on their reading 
record front covers. 
In English, we are continuing to work on the skills used in writing a narrative. The children revised 
expanded noun phrases. Some children used these in sentences and then up levelled them. They 
then moved onto to looking at compound sentences - this is when two simples sentences are joined 
by a co-ordinating conjunction. The children learn the acronym FANBOYS - this is to help them 
remember all of the co-ordinating conjunctions. Ellie and Sami correctly remembered them all (for, 
and, nor, but, or, yet, so). Well done! 
In art, we have continued to look at Becky Samuelson’s landscapes. The children noticed she uses a 
variety of different shades of greens in her work. The children investigated watercolours and tried to 
see how many different greens they could make. They also used this opportunity to see how much 
water affected the colours. 
In RE, the children have been looking at symbols and signs. They discussed what symbols are. Then 
they had to identify different types of symbols and their importance.  
We will be visiting the library bus next week - please ensure your child has their library bus book at 
school if they wish to change them. Please continue to hear your child read at home regularly and 
share books with them. It really does make a huge difference! Thank you for your continued support! 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Pioneers 
In Pioneers in literacy this week we have continued with our new book Floodland 

and have completed a letter from the main character Zoe to her parents. Her parents 

left Zoe and she is having to survive alone.To add some authenticity we decided to 

put these messages in bottles. 

  Some extracts from the letters written by pupil are reproduced here  

 

 

After you left I felt empty and hollow inside. All of my happy feelings 

were drained from my body. The decision Dad and I made was that he 

should go on the boat with you Mum, and I would catch up in the other 

boat, but that went horribly wrong didn't it? I watched the cruise ship 

sail away with shock and a bruised head……  

 

On the day you left I was shattered by the thought of leaving you. Ever 

since we've been apart from each other I have felt lost and in pain, it 

crushes me just I think about the day we had been split apart. 

 

Since you've left I've never been the same. I regret not trying hard enough to get on that boat. 

So every day I think about you both, hoping I'll find you again and if it weren't for those 

greedy people I'd be safe and warm in your arms, but I'm the opposite. I'm cold and I feel 

unsafe.  

 

 

Zoe has now escaped from Norwich in a rowing boat called Lyca and she has found herself on 

Eels Island. Should she like or trust the apparent leader of the Eels a character called Dooby? 

 

In art we had our last workshop with Jo James in school and the children impressively 

completed sewing to represent brickwork on the wall of the 

mill. See some examples below. 

On Monday we are visiting the hub of Independent Arts in 

Newport to take part in a paper making workshop.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

In maths this week we were beginning to 
understand rules about the order of operations and 
brackets to carry out calculations. Then use this 
knowledge of the order of operations and brackets to 
carry out calculations. 
We also considered the acronym BIDMAS ( can also 

be known as BODMAS) to help us carry out the calculations. This acronym reminds us of the order 

in which we calculate……     E.g. 

               (12 + 16) ÷ 4 × 5 + 1 = 36 

                 Brackets first  12+16=28 

                   Division next 28 ÷ 4= 7 

                   Multiplication 7x5 =35 

                     Addition  35+1=36 

         
 
 
 
 

 
 

THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Seb William 

Adventurers Finnlay  Ria 

Adventurers Micah F Micah M 

Discoverers Sami Lylah 

Discoverers Rowan Obie 

Pioneers Roo Laura 

Pioneers Sophia Hannah 



 

 

Attendance week from: 28/02/2022 to 04/03/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 99.3% 0 0 0 1 

Adventurers 92.9% 0 0 0 15 

Discoverers 93.6% 0 0 0 18 

Pioneers 95.4% 0 0 0 12 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 94.8%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Roo age 11 

 
 
 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

The current menu will run as follows until we break up for Easter: 
 

w/c Monday 14th March Week 2 
w/c Monday 21st  March Week 3 
w/c Monday 28th March Week 1 

w/c Monday 4th April Week 2 
 

After Easter there will be a new menu for the summer term 



 

 

 
If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 

teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 



 

 

 
  

Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you would like to share 

with the school community, please email them to the above address. 

 

 
 
 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

Humanitarian Aid for Ukraine 
 
This collections would be separate to the textile bank/ usual bag collections as these 
items would be charitable donations rather than used for fundraising.   
  
Any clothing and shoes would be really appreciated; however, the following items 
would be particularly useful… 
  
Sleeping Bags 
Winter/ Warm clothing 
Torches 
Backpacks 
Tents 
Nappies 
Baby formula 
Camouflaged clothing 
Blankets 

 
If you are able to donate any of the above items, please bring them to school 
reception and let the office know they are for Ukraine rather than the textile bank. 
 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
Thursday 17th & Friday 18th March – KS1 Space Camp 
Friday 18th March – School reports out 
Saturday 19th March – St Helens Horticultural Society Spring Show (School hall) 
Tuesday 22nd March – Parents Evening 
Friday 8th April – School closes at 3.00pm for Easter holidays 
Monday 25th April – School reopens at 8.45am for Summer Term 
Monday 2nd May – School closed – Bank Holiday Monday  
Friday 27th May – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 6th June – School reopens at 8.45am  
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day 
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  

 



 

 

 
 

Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 
information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 

 
 
 

 
Friends of St Helens Primary (FOSH) 
 
FOSH Wish List 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has bought a lovely gift for our school from the FOSH Amazon 
wish list, your gift is hugely appreciated by all the staff and pupils. Unfortunately Amazon is not able 
to tell us who our kind donors are so we are unable to thank you personally, but rest assured, we are 
very grateful! 
If you would like to buy a gift for the school, please follow the link for access to our amazon wish list 
and select the FOSH address (which is school’s) when you check out.   
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 

 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share

