
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 18th March 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Fortunately we have seen the staff begin to return after a few weeks of absence. 
This has led to another exciting week both in and out of the classroom.  
 
Pioneers concluded their independent art project with a visit to the Newport hub and a chance to 
make paper and clay millstones. Thank you to the artists for offering this wonderful opportunity and 
Mrs Maloney for making the arrangements. 
 
After a short absence, Space Camp returned to Adventurers including a visit from the Astronomy 
Society, stargazing and an overnight stay for Year 2. Thanks to all participants and volunteers 
especially Mrs Rees and the Yardley’s who extended their normal working day by ‘camping’ 
overnight. 
Mrs Rue and Mrs Ashdown supported the class during the early evening. Thank you. 
Thanks also to parents for helping in the morning with breakfast which I know was very popular. 
 
Explorers have been excelling in their group work this week and enjoying writing and acting out their 
plays. 
 
Drama has also been high on the agenda in Discoverers along with other exciting opportunities. 
Please read below for all the news. 
 
Attendance has been affected again this week with children from all classes recording positive results 
for covid19 on the lateral flow tests. I hope the symptoms are very mild and everyone returns to 
school as quickly as possible. 
 
Next week the teachers look forward to the face to face parents meetings. They will take place in the 
hall and will be a chance for the teachers to discuss the reports (which will be sent out today if your 
child is present). 
 
Have a fantastic weekend. 
 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 



 

 

Explorers 
 
We have had a very busy week in Explorers. The number of the week has been twelve. We have 
looked at the many ways it can be divided, using twelve chicks and a varying number of nests. 
Adding has continued to be a strong focus, writing their own number sums and working out the 
answers independently. They even managed to do some number work in Literacy, the children each 
wrote their own list of things they could find on the field ie; trees, rabbits and balls. They then used 
these lists and wrote down how many of each item they had found. We have been concentrating on 
letter formation, particularly working on the letters that use anticlockwise motions. 
 

The Three Little pigs and The Go Away Bird have been two of the favourite stories this week. The 
children have really enjoyed working in groups and using puppets to act out The Three Little Pigs. As 
a whole class they took turns and wrote a word each, to write out familiar phrases from the story.  For 
The Go Away Bird they produced some very vibrant pictures using paints and feathers.  
On Thursday we found Ireland on the map, looked at their flag and made collage shamrocks, to 
celebrate St.Patricks Day. 
 
The Explorers finished the week by making home grown cress sandwiches, and sharing them with 
their favourite teddy 
 
Adventurers 
 
Its been a science packed week! The children learnt about the different ways to stay healthy on 
Monday, they created their own posters giving others top tips on healthy living. 
 
Space camp was super! On Thursday the children learnt about the planets in the solar system, they 
made a fantastic solar wheel which are on display in the classroom. 
They found out about exploring space and we made straw rockets.The 
children tested their rockets on the playground, it was great fun. After 
this we talked about the moon and the children learnt that it is a natural 
satellite. We watched Neil Armstrong walk on the moon then they made 

moon rocks. The rest of the day included 
investigating star constellations, an alien 
hunt and astronaut games with the giant 
parachute. After dinner the children took part in "Astronaut training" which 
included a range of fun activities such as making a solar map, fixing a 
space puzzle, collecting alien goo, creating a mission sticker and a blind 
folded maze. 
 

Following this Vectis Astronomical Society joined us for the evening 
events. Brian, Duddley and Stewart set up telescopes outside and all 
the children got to ask questions, use the telescopes and binoculars. 
We looked closely at the moon, saw Orion's belt, was shown a nebula 
under Orion's belt and even saw shooting satellites! It was fantastic, we 
were so luckily to have a clear night and support from Vectis 
Astronomical Society 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Brian gave a talk to the children back in the classroom and focused on the 
importance of "dark skies", alongside a run through of all the planets in the solar 
system. Thank you to Vectis for continuing to provide support during our space 
camps. 
 
I am pleased to say that the children slept 
through from 10.30-6am, so they got a good 
night sleep. Thank you to FOSH for providing a 
wonderful breakfast for the children, and giving 
Mrs Yardley and I a well deserved rest! The 

children enjoyed finding out about the International Space Station 
on Friday morning, we loved watching the YouTube videos of Tim 

Peak showing children how to brush 
your teeth in space, use the  
toilet or where astronauts sleep. Our last activity was looking at how 
rockets are launched, we talked about gravity and the force need to lift a 
rocket which is as heavy as 100 elephants! The children had great fun 
using a push of air to launch rockets outside. We were missing a couple of 
children at space camp, Maris, Finn and Micah so we have decided to 
keep a little bit of our camp for when they come back next week. We are 
planning on making our own balloon rockets-we will share photos in the 
newsletter next Friday.  
 
I am pleased to say that the children were so well behaved and a please 
to teach. Thank you to them for being so amazing during their space camp 
experience.  

  
Discoverers 
 
Another busy week in Discoverers Class. The children have all been focused and coped well with 
staff absences. Well done! 
 
In English, we are reaching the end of our learning journey. The children revised and practised how to 
punctuate dialogue correctly and excellent progress was made. The children had to perform a piece 
of drama based on a conversation from the text ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe’ Some of the 
children were fantastic. A special mention to Lylah, Lottie, Evie and Obie for their excellent 
performances and to Nikola and Liam for working hard on punctuating their dialogue correctly. We 
have moved onto the planning part of writing our narratives. The children are really looking forward to 
using their creative writing skills. 
 
In Maths, the children have been using the bar model and arrays to draw how we multiply numbers by 
10 and 100. They then had to write the calculation and answer and describe it with a word problem. 
This wasn’t easy but they all did very well. We made a physical place value chart in the classroom 
with chairs and posters of 1000s 100s 10s and 1s and the children demonstrated what happens to a 
number when we multiply by 10 and 100. They all really enjoyed it and hopefully this will embed the 
concept. 
 
In Science, the children conducted their forces experiment with Mrs Jenvey. They looked at four 
different surfaces (concrete/grass/table/carpet) to see how much force (pull) would be needed to 
move a toy car. They carefully measured it using a ruler and we discussed the importance of taking 



 

 

three measurements to ensure the measuring was accurate and fair. They all worked sensibly in their 
teams. 
 
In Art, the children continued to look at watercolours. They looked at different papers to paint on and 
discussed which ones they preferred and why. They will then be using this paper for their water 
colour landscape paintings inspired by Becky Samuelson - a local artist. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all next week at parents and discussing your child’s progress.  
 
Year 4 Parents  
 
Information on the Multiplication Tables Check:  
The Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) is a key stage 2 assessment to be taken by pupils at the 
end of year 4 (in June). The purpose of the MTC is to make sure the times tables knowledge is at 
the expected level. 
 
It will determine whether pupils can recall their times tables fluently, which is essential for future 
success in mathematics. 
 

Please find more information here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check 
 

We are doing lots of work within class relating to the children learning and embedding their times 
table facts. Please continue to support your child at home with the learning of their times table.  
 

Here are some useful websites to help: 
 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/ 
 
https://ttrockstars.com/ 
(Log ins located on the children’s Reading Records)  
 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 
 
Discoverers Librarians Needed!  
I asked the class for some volunteers to become class librarians and the response was 
overwhelming- which was brilliant to see! Therefore I have decided to ask the children to write an 
application letter for the role.  
 

The role will involve: 
- organising and sorting the books into required sections (with the support of teachers) 
- to be in charge of a budget and create an order form of books  
- categorising the books using the coloured stickers 

- creating a list of current books and authors  
- developing a wish list of book taking into account all the children’s likes  
- changing the books on display around the classroom as topics change  
 

There will be three positions available. The deadline for applications will be Wednesday 23rd March.  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check
https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 

 

Pioneers 
 

On Monday of this week it was our last session with Independent Arts and as you 
know we went to Newport to  their creative hub on High Street. During the 
workshop we developed  handmade paper and  clay 
millstones. The children were made to feel extremely 
welcome and behaved impeccably. 

  

  
This collaboration is part of our Artsmark journey and the 
obvious important element of this journey  is the end project , 

the finished work.  Please find attached an invitation for pupils, families and friends 
to come and see the children's work displayed as part of the Newport Mills project 
exhibition. Thank you so much once again to all for taking part, and with special 
thanks to Jo James, our artist in residence   for this work.  

 

 
 

Other items on display will be the story of the mills with accompanying photographs (reproductions by 
kind permission of the Isle of Wight Heritage Museum's Services Archives). A large modelled map of 
the mill sites, created by members of the Newport Scout Group. and a large model of a mill with 
working parts created by the Island's Young Carers association.  Other project artists who have 
worked with groups on this exhibition are Vicky Wilson and Lauren Fry.  
I hope that as many families as possible will go with their children and experience seeing their work in 
a public space. 
             



 

 

This week was Science week and we celebrated it in Pioneers on 
Thursday (the first really good weather day) by becoming Gentoo 
penguins.  We studied several videos of these Antarctic inhabitants 
and their nest making abilities and then went outside and created our 
own. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5QZz6KksvE 
 

 

  

We worked in pairs to create strong nests 
then tested their nests in relation to wind 
and rain. We discovered the Gentoo 
Penguins cannot use twigs in their nests 
because there are no trees on Antarctica. 
So we used gravel (from Mrs Maloney’s 
garden) and picked the gravel up 
with  beaks made out of pegs. Whilst nest 
building  the children did a great rendition 
of the sounds Gentoo penguins make in 
their colonies. 
  

  
In another science investigation we made some Slime from PVA. I attach below a copy of the recipe 
as some children were really interested in this.  We were able to stretch the slime  much further than 
we had predicted. The picture below illustrates how far it stretched! 

 

  
  
 

 

In Literacy we've been planning how to persuade Zoe  to leave Eel Island  with the “correct” character 
considering whether it is going to be Dooby or William?  We are writing from the point of view of 
a  concerned guardian angel.In maths we have been looking at comparison of measurements. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5QZz6KksvE


 

 
As promised above here is the Slime recipe  
 
150ml PVA glue 
2-4 tsp of contact lens solution  ( containing borax) 
1 tbsp of bicarbonate of soda 
Plastic bowl  
 
Pour the glue into a bowl. Add the 
bicarbonate of soda, and mix well. 
2 Now add the contact lens solution and mix 

until it becomes stiff and harder to stir. 
3 Take the slime out and knead until the 
desired consistency is achieved. If needed, 
add more contact lens solution a few drops 
at a time, to make the slime less sticky 
 
**In fact instead of contact lens solution and bicarbonate we used Slime Activator ( as pictured ) and here is 
the link   https://www.slimelabs.co.uk/ 
 

 
 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Hollie Rowan 

Adventurers Frazer Ria 

Adventurers Atticus Clara 

Discoverers Reuben Blossom 

Discoverers Liam Nikola 

Pioneers Annie-May Lenny 

Pioneers Jack Harvey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.slimelabs.co.uk/


 

 

Attendance week from: 07/03/2022 to 11/03/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 87.5% 0 0 4 10 

Adventurers 82.1% 1 25 7 23 

Discoverers 92.9% 0 0 2 14 

Pioneers 92.6% 0 0 4 12 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was  89.4 %, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following staff who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Mrs Jenvey 

 

 
THE LIBRARY BUS NEEDS YOU! 
The library bus is a wonderful asset for the school, but we aren’t making 
the most of it. We need help to make some changes so that every child in 
the school can benefit from it - and we’d like to open it up to the wider 
community too. But we need help with the following things: 
- maintenance  
- cleaning 
- refurbishment 
- internal decoration 
- librarianship  
- community liaison 
Come along on Wednesday 30 March at 1.45 to find out how you can 
help. There will be biscuits! 

 
 



 

 

Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 

 
 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

The current menu will run as follows until we break up for Easter: 
 

w/c Monday 7th March   Week 1 
w/c Monday 14th March Week 2 
w/c Monday 21st  March Week 3 
w/c Monday 28th March Week 1 

w/c Monday 4th April Week 2 
 

After Easter there will be a new menu for the summer term 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
  
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
 
Saturday 19th March – St Helens Horticultural Society Spring Show (School hall) 
Tuesday 22nd March – Parents Evening 
Friday 8th April – School closes at 3.00pm for Easter holidays 
Monday 25th April – School reopens at 8.45am for Summer Term 
Monday 2nd May – School closed – Bank Holiday Monday  
Friday 27th May – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 6th June – School reopens at 8.45am  
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day 
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 
 
 
 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

Mothering Sunday crafts 
 
Miss Liz Fletcher, a local artist in St Helens is inviting local children and 
their parents/grandparents to her garden on Saturday 26th March from 
10-11.30am for a free paint club to create a Mother’s Day gift. She will 
provide jam jars, glass paints and a tealight (and refreshments!) for 
children to decorate and take home. Her address is Daisy Cottage, 8 
Dove Close, St Helens PO33 1TQ (Dove Close is at the bottom of 
Latimer Road. There will be signage to help to 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Interested in cricket? 
  

NEW GIRLS Junior Winter  
Dynamos Cricket Session  

 

The Isle of Wight Cricket Board are delivering 
cricket coaching for pupils in Year 3,4 & 5.  

 

WHERE:  Every SUNDAY at RYDE PRIVATE SCHOOL 
SPORTS HALL 

Starting 20th MARCH 
TIME:  1.00pm – 2.00pm at Ryde School Queens Road 

PO33 3BE 
  

Cost: £15 for the 5 weeks (20th 27th March & 3rd, 
10th 17th April) 

 

The coaching will be delivered by the Isle of wight County Coaches who are all ECB 
qualified, and DBS checked,  

 

BOOKING is ESSENTIAL. To book your place please use this link 
https://booking.ecb.co.uk/d/48q5d2  

 

Contact: Stuart Chatfield by email: cdm@isleofwightcricket.co.uk 

Or call 07875 195211 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://booking.ecb.co.uk/d/48q5d2
mailto:cdm@isleofwightcricket.co.uk


 

 

 
 

Interested in cricket? 
  

NEW Junior Winter  
All Stars /Dynamos Cricket Session  

 

The Isle of Wight Cricket Board are delivering 
cricket coaching for pupils in Year 3,4 & 5.  

 

WHERE:  Ryde Private School Sports Hall. 
 

WHEN:   Fridays 14th, 25th March, 1st 8th April  
 

TIME:   5.30-6.30pm  
 

Cost:  £12 for the 4 sessions  
  

The coaching will be delivered by the Isle of wight County Coaches who are 
ECB qualified, and DBS checked, BOOKING is ESSENTIAL. 
 

To book your place please use this link 
https://booking.ecb.co.uk/d/z8q5dn or contact: 

Andrew Jasper on 0791762780 or andrewjasper@live.co.uk 

 
 

   

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbooking.ecb.co.uk%2Fd%2Fz8q5dn&data=04%7C01%7C%7C404d7109e4e34f7939e108da05a653fb%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637828509180557623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=jcSESc5echOBF%2FR0gXMILXbBBpyODdZSiaBaGPEw6EI%3D&reserved=0

