
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 25th March 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we enter Spring, we have lots of new exciting ventures to look forward to in the remaining two 
weeks before Easter and beyond. 
 
Although staffing levels are improving, I must reiterate how much I appreciate the collegiate spirit of 
the school when it has been necessary to have all hands to the pump.  
Think you again everyone. 
 
The governors remain a true asset to the school who offer the teaching staff and myself great 
support. We are in a very enviable position with a full governing body when many schools struggling 
with capacity.  
 
The FOSH are also demonstrating their keenness to support with lots of plans for the months ahead. 
Flyers and leaflets have already been sent out. 
 
Miss Gorman has settled in very well and will make an excellent addition to the exciting, amazing staff 
we already have on board. 
 
Although we didn’t have a space camp or any class visits this week, the children were still provided 
with a diet of fun and exciting activities in order for them to continue their progress with the 
curriculum. 
 
I watched a wonderful lesson in Explorers, based around the theme of animals with numerous linked 
carefully activities and tasks. There were children making entrance tickets involving numbers, others 
making characters and using them to help read a class text; Seb, Rosie, William and, Hollie and Mia 
used their phonic knowledge to read short sections to me. I also saw children making maps for the 
zoo, using thread and pictures to make patterns (enhancing lots of skills) as well as a vast array of 
related outside activities which kept the children on task learning new skills and embedding existing 
knowledge 
 
The quality of writing in Pioneers and Adventurers was very impressive with adults using their 
expertise to guide and scaffold as necessary.  
 
In Discoverers, I watched the children in their maths lessons and have already seen how they have 
used their previously learnt knowledge from earlier in the week to embed their skills.  
Great work everyone. 



 

 

On Monday and Tuesday we welcomed parents to meet with teachers. The responses we have 
received were all positive with some parents keen to help with any areas which may still need a little 
extra help to embed.  
We all appreciate the extra help and the children, even though they may disagree, will certainly 
benefit too. 
Unfortunately there were a very small number who were unable to make their agreed time. Please 
phone the school office to arrange another convenient slot. 
 
I am sure the children are looking forward to spoiling their mums on Sunday even though they would 
have lost an hour’s sleep! 
 
Attendance has been hit by a few cases of covid recently though I was delighted to see that the 
majority of children had returned by Friday. In fact all bar two were present. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
  
 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
Explorers 
 
This week the Explorers have been busy transforming their role play area into a zoo. They have 
applying sounds within their writing to make maps, tickets and signs for the zoo. They have also been 
practicing their cutting skills, carefully cutting around different animal shapes to make stick puppets. 
They continued to develop these skills with cutting out and threading different leaf shapes to feed the 
animals at the zoo. 
 
We have looked at and discussed different animals we may find at a zoo and the children enjoyed 
playing the ‘Through The Binoculars ’ game which involved them only seeing parts of animals to 
which they had to correctly identify. 
We have read the books ‘Zoo Vet’ and the ‘Ugly Five’ this week which the children really enjoyed and 
acted out within their play. 
 
In Maths we have focused on subtraction, recapping one less using number lines and animals. The 
children also used a variety of resources such as cubes and Numicon to work out different 
subtractions. 
 
The children explored using different instruments and we have focused on our big emotions song ‘I 
Am Calm’ this week. 
 
Explorers have been working hard to prepare our garden area to plant vegetables and sow wild 
flower seeds. Whilst doing this the children found lots of worms and decided they wanted to make a 
wormery. The mint that was planted a few weeks ago is slowly taking shape and we hope the rest of 
our gardening efforts will pay off over the coming weeks. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Adventurers 
 
We have really enjoyed the sunshine this week and have spent some extra time outside enjoying the 
spring. The children loved launching rockets outside and playing parachute games. 
In English we have written to Juniper asking to be her sidekick, the children have included all the 
skills they have been taught over the past two weeks for example alliteration, using conjunctions, 
personal pronouns and commas in a list. 
In Maths we have focused on place value, looking at how to build numbers with concrete resources, 
exploring tens and units and investigating odd and even numbers. We will continue with place value 
next week and focus on fluency and encourage the children to explain their reasoning.  
 

The children have applied primary colours to their sketches of 
buildings in art. They then painted the background black which 
really made their paintings pop out. We also explored colour 
mixing, the children made friendship prints to mix the colours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Space camp continued for an extra morning, the children 
explored how the force of air can push a card rocket 
forward. They designed their own rockets and 
were encouraged to consider how their designs may 
affect the weight and aerodynamics. When they were 
finished they attached a balloon to the bottom and on the 
count of 3 they let the balloon go. We had some rockets 
fly across the string and others failed to move. We had to make close observations and 
problem solve-why didn't that air push the rocket forward? It was a great morning of science-well 
done to all the children. 
 
In PSHE the children talked about how to manage negative emotions such as anger and frustration. 
They understood that these emotions are normal and natural to experience however that we need to 
find ways to deal with them. The children suggested a range of options such as counting to 10; talking 
with your parents; having a cuddle with a friend or family; distracting yourself with a different activity; 
drawing a picture to show how you feel; cuddling your pet or getting some fresh air outside.  
 
 
Discoverers 
 
In Maths this week, we have been using the grid method to multiply three digit numbers by a one digit 
number. Evie and Ellie challenged themselves to multiply 99,999 x 9 !  
 
In English, the children wrote stories inspired by The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. They had to 
write about going into a wardrobe into their own imaginary world and there was some great use of 
adjectives and similes to describe their characters and settings. 
 



 

 

The children made 3 D Mother’s Day cards in Art, and in Science we studied forces and magnetism, 
testing different materials. The children then designed their own fishing games using magnets. The 
majority of the class used staples on the fish to be able to pick up the magnet, but Jarryd used a coin 
and Pippa experimented with a paper clip. 
 
 
 
 
Pioneers 
 

 
This week in Pioneers we have been  finishing off our persuasive 
letters from a guardian angel to Zoe explaining and giving an 
opinion on whom  she should choose as a travelling companion.  
 

All the letters began with: 
 

Dear Zoe 

I am writing this letter to you because I know how important 

it is for you to try to escape from Eel Island, to search again for your parents. As a close 

friend I can understand that you have a very difficult decision ahead of you –who to choose 

as your travelling companion and how to stay safe. 

Here is one Year 5 pupil’s advice to Zoe 

 

To start off,  you  need to find your boat as  it will help you escape this dreadful island. You 

should search without anyone knowing or maybe ask somebody to cause a diversion. I strongly 

believe that Dooby hid your boat in his room, because he obviously didn't have Spat and Munchkin 

put in in the harbour.  
 

Another important point worth considering is who you should take with you on the trip. I strongly 

believe you should not take Dooby,  because he could backstab you at  any time. He might ask you 

to use your  compass and then shove you off the boat or maybe he could simply leave without you! 
 

It should now be quite obvious by now  not to take Dooby, so  you should consider taking William. 

He is old and knowledgeable: he also  knows a great deal about the ocean ( Udan-Adan).  He could 

also be a useful travel companion because he can tell you stories when you get bored. 
 

The children have begun to plan an independent narrative ending  to the story.  
 

In Maths we have been considering  volume and looking again at 
subtraction methods. Some children are confident with a 
formal  compact subtraction, whilst some feel more confident when 
using our friend frog to count along a number line and find a 

difference.  
 

 



 

 

 
With Easter fast approaching, in RE  we have been looking in-depth at 
the Christian Easter story and considering whether there are any 
links  with our theme  - Stories of Justice. On Tuesday the children 
were  enthusiastically thinking about the feelings and thoughts ; 
generally empathising with the characters throughout the Easter story. 
 

Our topic in Science is Properties and Changes of materials and this 
week  we were investigating and dissolving and making a solution with 
salt and now we are pursuing a longer observation over 

time.  Considering the evaporation of the water and the salt crystals being left behind.  We also 
investigated whether sand dissolves in water.   
 

I don’t often mention PE in my newsletter, but Mrs Shenton has been extremely impressed with 
Pioneers class and their efforts and their commitment to the practice of hockey and of gymnastics this 
half term.  We were lucky enough on Wednesday of this week to have wonderful weather so the 
children were all involved in hockey matches which was great to see. 
 

In Geography we have been learning about earthquakes and continuing to gather knowledge and 
understanding to answer the question, Which is more dangerous: an earthquake or a volcano?  
I hope you have a great weekend in the sun.          

       

 
 
 
 

Music Assembly 

A music assembly is held every Thursday where the children will explore different 
genres of music from around the world. Currently we have been looking at British 
rock bands. The children have listened to music from The Beatles and this week 

listened and sang along to music from Queen.  

I was impressed with the children’s existing knowledge of these bands. I heard some interesting facts 
the children shared, which they had learnt from listening to these bands with their families. Next week 
we plan to listen and sing to music from Swedish pop group ABBA. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Mia William 

Adventurers Belle Frazer 

Adventurers Logan Maria-Grace 

Discoverers Thomas G Alexis 

Discoverers Evie Milly A 

Pioneers Will  Eziara 

Pioneers Georgia-Rose Jack B 

 
 

 
 
 

Attendance week from: 14/03/2022 to 18/03/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 82.6% 0 0 4 20 

Adventurers 85.7% 0 0 0 30 

Discoverers 87.1% 0 0 10 26 

Pioneers 88.1% 0 0 2 30 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 86.4 %, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

The current menu will run as follows until we break up for Easter: 
 

w/c Monday 7th March   Week 1 
w/c Monday 14th March Week 2 
w/c Monday 21st  March Week 3 
w/c Monday 28th March Week 1 

w/c Monday 4th April Week 2 
 

After Easter there will be a new menu for the summer term 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 

teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 
 

 
 
Did you or a family member / friend receive a food voucher direct from the Isle of Wight 
Council connect4communities team in January? 
  
If the voucher hasn’t yet been redeemed, there is help available.  
  
Either: 
  
Visit your local Isle of Wight Council library 

 Contact Evouchers, the company who provide the vouchers on 01638 438095 
or support@evouchers.com 

 Contact the Help Through Crisis Team on 01983 823859 
 Contact the connect4communities team at connect4communities@iow.gov.uk 

  

mailto:support@evouchers.com
mailto:connect4communities@iow.gov.uk


 

 

If you have mislaid your voucher, please contact Help Through Crisis or connect4communities using 
the phone number and email address above. 
  
 

    Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you 

may like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email 

your photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 

 
 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

THE LIBRARY BUS NEEDS YOU! 
The library bus is a wonderful asset for the school, but we aren’t making 
the most of it. We need help to make some changes so that every child in 
the school can benefit from it - and we’d like to open it up to the wider 
community too. But we need help with the following things: 
- maintenance  
- cleaning 
- refurbishment 
- internal decoration 
- librarianship  
- community liaison 
Come along on Wednesday 30 March at 1.45 to find out how you can 
help. There will be biscuits! 

 
 

Mothering Sunday crafts 
 
Miss Liz Fletcher, a local artist in St Helens is inviting local children and 
their parents/grandparents to her garden on Saturday 26th March from 
10-11.30am for a free paint club to create a Mother’s Day gift. She will 
provide jam jars, glass paints and a tealight (and refreshments!) for 
children to decorate and take home. Her address is Daisy Cottage, 8 
Dove Close, St Helens PO33 1TQ (Dove Close is at the bottom of 
Latimer Road. There will be signs to help you find it. Please contact Liz 

on 07814 327310 if you wish to attend. 
 
 

Go Green Garden Club 
 
Children and parents/grandparents/carers are also invited to join the 
Go Green Garden Club, plant a sunflower seed and watch it grow! 
Contact Liz Fletcher on the number on the photo for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Thursday 7th April – FOSH Easter Egg Hunt from 3.00pm 
Friday 8th April – School closes at 3.00pm for Easter holidays 
Monday 25th April – School reopens at 8.45am for Summer Term 
Monday 2nd May – School closed – Bank Holiday Monday  
Friday 27th May – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 6th June – School reopens at 8.45am  
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day 
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

Mountbatten Schools Walk the Wight 
 
We wanted to get in touch to share details about a change to the sign-up fee for this year’s Schools 
Walk the Wight. 
  
Originally, we introduced a registration fee of £3.50. This was aimed at giving us the best chance to 
raise as much money as possible, following two very challenging years of fundraising as a result of 
the pandemic. 
  
Following feedback, we have given this further thought and decided to make the fee a suggested 
minimum donation of £3.50 to register for Schools Walk the Wight. 
  
Registered children will receive a digital fundraising pack and event information that includes a 
sponsorship form and Walk the Wight map to clock up their miles. Walker numbers will be sent to 
your school to distribute to registered children ahead of Walk the Wight on Sunday 8 May. 
  
One parent/guardian may accompany a registered child for free on the day of Walk the Wight. 
Anyone else wishing to walk with them will be asked to register on the day for a suggested minimum 
donation of £10 for adults and £5 for children. 
  
We would love to involve as many school children and their families as we can. 
 
We understand this change is late in the day, but we want to make sure that no child is excluded from 
taking part. 
  
To make registration easier, parents can register online this year via our 
website https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/Event/schools-walk-the-wight-registration. 
  
Anyone who is unable to register online can call us on 01983 217300 to register over the phone. Our 
office is open Mon-Fri, 08:30-16:30. 
  
Online registrations close on 8 April. 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/Event/schools-walk-the-wight-registration


 

 

 We will then send walker numbers to your school for distribution to registered children. Children 
taking part on the day will receive a medal at the finish line. Certificates for all children and medals for 
those who completed their Schools Walk the Wight map but did not join us on the day, will be sent to 
your school after the event. 
  
Bringing people together in support of Mountbatten is incredibly important to us and we cannot thank 
you enough for your ongoing support. 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Ryde Cricket Club All Stars and Dynamos cricket sessions based at Ryde Cricket Club starting in May. 
 
All Stars Cricket aimed at 4- year olds - https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/BookCourse/a77b2c95-3103-42cf-
8c19-c1c15ce78bc9 
 
Dynamos Cricket aimed at 7-11 year olds - https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/BookCourse/38326805-1034-
4c3a-ba7c-45bb3fc4aeb4 
 
Dynamos Cricket GIRLS ONLY aimed at 7-11 year olds 
- https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/BookCourse/5b0eec63-9999-46ec-b7fe-b5691055e5e9 
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