ST HELENS PRIMARY
Friday 1st April 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week has been another enjoyable yet challenging week.
We welcomed a number visitors to school including Mrs Riches from the Isle of Wight Music Hub who
taught and sang a series of fun songs with groups of children and Mr Middleton a former teacher and
keen gardener who returned to the site for the third week running to help prepare our garden area at
the back of the mobile in readiness for the growing season. This week he came laden with a few
goodies for planting by the gardening club.
Thank you to Mrs Allman for making these events possible.
For details of all the fun class-based activities please read the teacher comments below.
On Friday we were amazed by two performances in assembly. Firstly, Pioneers performed a
wonderful multi-faceted depiction of Shackleton’s journey to Antarctica including music, songs and
movement. Thank you Pioneers and Mrs McDougall for another magnificent performance.
To end the assembly, Nikola and Ruby demonstrated their gymnastic skills showing us perfect
examples of cartwheels, rolls, headstands and the splits.
A request from some of the children was the introduction of the teacher of the week certificate. This
week Miss Gorman picked up the coveted award for her kindness and great teaching.
The school community was increased by two this week with additions to Explorers and Discoverers.
Welcome Tessa and Alfred.
Special events for next week include the Extra curriculum clubs such as Mardi Gras and
skateboarding and the Easter egg hunt on Thursday at 1500 for all interested parties. Please
remember that children will need to be accompanied by parents for this event.
I hope you have a wonderful weekend.
Mr Wake

Explorers
This the Explorers were very excited to welcome a new friend to their class this week. Alfred has
joined the Explorers class and has settled straight in, a big welcome to Alfred and his family.
The Explorers have continued with their zoo theme and have enjoyed using lots of different puppets
to recreate a zoo. They have written some fabulous descriptions of different animals, which we will
display within their zoo. They have been busy decorating animal shakers which they intend to use
whilst performing a variety of songs they have been learning. The creative area has been very busy
this week with lots of different and wonderful creations being made. A particular favourite has been
cutting wool into different lengths and using it to decorate their creations with.
We have been looking at subtising this week, which involves the children looking at a quantity and
being able to say how many there are without counting each object individually. They have also been
practicing this skill by looking at dice faces, I was very impressed with how fast they could say each
corresponding number.
On Thursday afternoon we had a visit from the Music Hub, where the children practiced songs for our
biosphere project. They learnt new songs & signs which were all related to how we can protect our
island. Friday is the day we learn a new tricky word and this weeks word is ‘are’. The children
practiced writing this word and applying it within a sentence. We also played tricky word corners in
the hall. Still keeping to our zoo theme the children had to move like different animals to the word that
had been called. They all found this very entertaining.
Have a wonderful weekend.

Adventurers
The children have started a new learning journey in English this week.
We shared the story on Tuesday and the children made some
fantastic inferences about the character Spyder. Logan said "I think
Spyder is calm because she fell in the bath and didn't panic." Micah F
said "I think she is clever because she can read a book." The children
used the picture clues and the text to support their inferences. Cai-Wyn
said that the character reminds him of the spider in Charlotte's web,
because she is a girl spider who is also a spy, she spies on the pig.
On Thursday the children were told that they will be creating an enemy
for Spyder to track down and catch. They all chose an insect or reptile to
research using the laptops. Thomas found out Scorpions can glow in the dark and Ria found out girl
grasshoppers are bigger than boys and can jump very far. Next week we will turn our
chosen creatures into super villains!
In Maths the children continued to work on place value. They investigated ways to partition numbers
into different combinations of tens and units. They represented their number sentences with part part
whole models, coins, number lines, arrays and concrete objects. The children have developed a
lovely fluency with the number system to 20, 50 or 100. Some children even started to explore 3 digit
numbers-super work.

In Geography the children completed some field work. They wanted to know if St Helens school is in
a busy village. We walked down to the green and completed a tally chart. The children spotted 17
cars and 2 vans. Lots of the children felt that St Helens is quite a busy village and they expected to
see less traffic. We talked about our experiences changing our opinions. Maybe someone from
London would think we lived in a quiet village. Barnaby completed a very accurate survey-super tally
work!
We got prepared for floods today, the children took off their
shoes and socks then put their feet on the table. APRIL FOOL!
They really giggled when they realised we were just joking!

Discoverers
Miss Gorman has introduced a new behaviour system into the class and the children are really
enjoying it. Each day, two secret students are selected by the teaching team, the children do not
know who has been selected. By the end of the day, they are revealed. If they have remained
focused, completed their work to a high standard and been kind and helpful the class get to colour in
a square on a picture. If the whole picture is coloured in by the end of the term, the whole class get a
class treat. This is something that they have chosen. So far, it is working really well!
In English, we have moved onto our new learning journey. This is focusing on the poem - ‘The Magic
Box’ by Kit Wright. The children have rehearsed the poem in groups and we have had a close look at
the vocabulary and the meaning of different phrases. The outcome will be focused on the children
writing their own poem using the structure and repetition of ‘The Magic Box’.
In Maths, the children have been learning about addition using formal written methods- expanded and
compact. Some of the class are confident and were given problem solving and reasoning skills to
challenge them. One of the challenges involved seeing how many different ways they could add two,
three digit numbers to make the total 1000. They weren’t allowed to use zeros in their numbers.
We had a lovely art lesson on Tuesday. I modelled how to draw a landscape picture - which was
based on the artist Becky Samuelson. Then modelled how to use watercolours. The children then had
a go themselves. Next week, we will continue with these and recap the importance of using a
watercolour wash. Watercolour wash refers to a layer of colour that is somewhat transparent applied
with diluted paint. Typically, washes are applied over a large area of a painting to help create
backgrounds or build layers of color. Since watercolor relies heavily on the ability to build layers of
paint, washes are vitally important to learn.
Next week will be a library bus week, so please could you remind your child to bring in their books
especially if they would like to change them for the Spring Holidays. I attended a meeting this week
about the library bus, which was well attended and would like to thank the parents who came along.
There are lots of exciting things happening with the library bus so watch this space! Also, if you

couldn’t make it but fancy being involved please do come along to the next meeting. This will be
advertised in the newsletter soon!
I have had the impossible task of picking the class librarians. All of the applications were incredible
and some were very moving! In light of how difficult it was to pick just three, myself and Miss Gorman
have decided that all the applicants will be class librarians taking it in turns with a rota in place. So
congratulations and thank you to those children who took the time to apply. So a huge
congratulations to:
Lylah
Jessica
Lottie
Blossom
Alba
Katy
Evie
Another job we would like to advertise is for a class reporter. We would like a couple of children to
gather the pupils’ voice for the newsletter, class events, take photographs and upload them and
gather pupil’s voice for teachers. They will need to be confident at using a computer. The deadline for
applications is the first week back after the holidays! Training and support will be provided!

Pioneers
Hello and another week in Pioneers has passed and as we rapidly hurtle towards the Easter holidays
we have this week been drafting, editing and beginning to publish our individual endings in narrative
form of the novel Floodland.
The children have thrown themselves into the task and have embraced the writer’s advice they were
given by the author Marcus Sedgewick, ( see video link below) ‘When writing choose a few
appropriate words and dont be boring”
.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MnNIOtWweg
This work was produced by a Year 5 child who may one day be a writer too….
*FLOODLAND— THE FINAL CHAPTER…*

Zoe and Dooby sprinted outside to witness an awful scene. “Oh my god!” gasped Zoe.
She never had wanted to see something like this, let alone take part in it. But it looked
like she had no choice. Dooby, not knowing Zoe had no experience in fighting, thrust a
weapon into Zoe’s hands. Suddenly, a shivering Cat charged at her, and, panicking, she
swung her sword over her head and brought it down on the Cat’s shoulder, knocking him
out. “Good shot,”grinned Dooby; looking slightly baffled. Zoe smiled to herself, then
scowled. She remembered what Dooby does to people when they don't follow his rules…
Cautiously, she snapped back to reality and aimed a blow at an extremely angry Cat.
Looking up, Dooby was being forced up on top of the cathedral roof by a Cat!! (Whose

name was Zach). “BACK UP!” Zach yells. Horrendously, Dooby shuffles up a little
further.”I SAID BACK UUPP!!” he cackles.
“But if I back up any further, I’ll fall off the roof!” mutters Dooby.
“ That's kind of the idea!!” Zach smirks. Unbelievably, Zach lifts his pikestaff and gets
ready to push Dooby off the roof!
Back on the ground, things are getting worse.Zoe looks up and sees the awful sight.
“Ohhhh-I can’t believe I’m doing this!” Zoe murmured. Swiftly, she scrambled up the
cathedral walls, using her feet to push herself up. Horrifyingly, she dropped her sword…
“Oh, great!” Using all her strength, she reached the top and tiptoed towards Zach. …

In Maths we have been revisiting our formal methods of division and taking part in the Isle of Wight
Sumdog contest. On Wednesday Pioneers class scored the highest amount of correct answers of all
Isle of Wight schools taking part that day so should receive a certificate for the achievement.
Following this trail after Easter the children in Adventurers and Discoverers will be able to take part in
the fun and games with Sumdog too.
In Science we were investigating the time different sugars take to dissolve and form a solution. There
were 13 pairs of children so we averaged our results and here they are. This was not what we had
predicted would happen.
Demerara

Demerara

Water Temp Seconds

Caster

Caster

Water Temp Seconds

Dark Brown Sugar Dark Brown Sugar
Water Temp

14 Average 120 Average 17 Average 37 Average 12 Average

Seconds
42 Average

Look out this week ( in the children’s bags) for letters about Year 6 Leavers hoodies and Year 6
Swimming lessons. Next week we will be discussing in more detail our residential at the end of June.
We are all getting very excited about this happening.

Music Assembly
A music assembly is held every Thursday where the children will explore different
genres of music from around the world. This week the children sang Mamma Mia by
ABBA. They also listened to Money, Money Money. Next week will be our last week
of school before half term and I have had quite a few requests to sing ’We don’t talk about Bruno’ so
as a half term finale, we shall have an Encanto themed music assembly.

Amazing Fundraising!
Fleur (Year 5), Obie (Year 4) and their elder sister Jasmine have been marching everyday
throughout March to raise money for Prostate Cancer UK in memory of their grandad. Between them,
they hoped to achieve at least 25,000 steps every day of the month.
“Our grandad was our hero, so in his memory we want to be hero's for other grandads so that other
children can have time to enjoy doing their favourite things with their grandads.”
The trio started with a target of £600, but halfway through the month they raised that target to £1000!
When the marching ended yesterday, the total amount raised by marching 821,453 steps was an
amazing £1600!! Well done to you all.

THIS WEEKS AWARDS
Class

Explorers
Adventurers
Adventurers
Discoverers
Discoverers
Pioneers
Pioneers

Worker of
the Week

Star of
The Week

Alena
Max
Barnaby
George
Katy
Annabelle
Sarah

Alfred
Belle
Cai-Wyn
Hannah
Ellie
Elsie
Alex M

Attendance week from: 21/03/2022 to 25/03/2022
Class

Attendance

Late Arrivals

Minutes Lost Through
Lateness

Unauthorised
Absences

Authorised
Absences

Explorers
Adventurers
Discoverers
Pioneers

95.6%
95.7%
99.3%
87.4%

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
4

6
9
2
30

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 94.3%, which is below
the national expectation of 96%

If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we
have to follow it up.

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff
who celebrate their special day this week:
Annabelle age 10
Sam age 5
Alex age 10
Taylor age 7
Mr Hammerton

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils)
The current menu will run as follows until we break up for Easter:
w/c Monday 7th March Week 1
w/c Monday 14th March Week 2
w/c Monday 21st March Week 3
w/c Monday 28th March Week 1
w/c Monday 4th April Week 2
After Easter there will be a new menu for the summer term

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen.

Recipe of the Week
Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may
like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your
photos (and reviews) of our recipes to
admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the
newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you
would like to share with the school community, please email
them to the above address.

Dates for Your Diary
Wednesday 6th April – FOSH Pre-loved uniform sale – 3.00pm
Friday 8th April – School closes at 3.00pm for Easter holidays
Monday 25th April – School reopens at 8.45am for Summer Term
Monday 2nd May – School closed – Bank Holiday Monday
Friday 27th May – School closes at 3.00pm for half term
Monday 6th June – School reopens at 8.45am
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break

Pre-loved school uniform sale
FOSH will be selling 2nd hand uniform in school on Wednesday 6th April from 3pm. Most items 50p,
all money raised goes towards activities and resources for your children. We will also be accepting
donations of clean, good quality school uniform items on Wednesday afternoon. Football boots are
accepted but no shoes/trainers please.
Parking in Broomlands Close
Once again, we remind parents to be considerate to our residential neighbours and refrain from
parking across driveways and blocking access etc. There is a large public car park only a minute’s
walk from school.

Textile Bank
Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes,
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.

Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and
information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk

Please see Tamara Morling for tickets – they are 5 for £1.



For people who are new to carnival or wanting to refresh their

skills




Learn a variety of carnival costume making skills and techniques
Explore fabrics and decorations
Learn how to make simple effective costumes (which you can
then teach your pupils / group members)

Take away a headdress, collar, skirt, and flag

10am-4pm

The Coaching House, 13 Union Road, Ryde, Po33 2ER

£15 course fee

 A fun Samba fitness course exploring carnival dance
 Fusion of traditional and contemporary styles
 For anyone and everyone who wants to have fun and learn to

dance
 Mondays 6-8pm
 The Old School, Wootton, Ryde, Po33 4PH
 £18 course fee (option to pay £3 weekly)

