
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 29th April 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back after the Easter break. I hope everyone had an enjoyable and relaxing fortnight. 
I am pleased to announce that the children have returned full of enthusiasm. 
 
Due to the later Easter this half term is fairly short further interrupted by bank holiday Monday on the 
2nd May so we can all look forward to an extended weekend. 
 
In Discoverers we welcome James who I’m sure will settle in very well and make an excellent addition 
to our small school community. 
 
The term promises to be very busy, full of exciting opportunities to complement the great learning 
experiences. Already this week Explorers have ventured to Amazon World, Year 6 started swimming 
lessons and athletics clubs have been made available to many children (in addition to skateboarding 
and Mardis Gras of course). 
 
June and July in particular is when numerous opportunities appear on the calendar including Sports 
Day, Key Stage 2 Play, Year 6 Transition, Athlete visit, The Sponsored bounce, Summer Fayre, 
Pioneers residential, Key Stage 1 Beach School and trip to Blackgang and a visit from a local 
specialist cricket coach. Please read the newsletter to look out for these events. 
However in May there are still additional experiences. For example sailing commencing for Year 5 
and there are further transition days available to the High School as well as the continuation of 
current extra-curricular opportunities mentioned above. 
 
In the meantime Year 2 and 6 have their SATs to look forward which will help to demonstrate the 
children’s progress during their time at school so far. 
Year 6 take place during the week commencing 9th May and Year 2 the following week. Good luck to 
all the children. 
 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Explorers 
 
This week the Explorers have been extremely excited as they had their trip to Amazon World. 
Before our visit the Explorers revisited patterns, we looked at how patterns occur all around us and 
can appear on different animal’s skin. We spoke about what animals we might see that have 
patterned skin. They then moved on to looking at repeating patterns and the children had to finish or 
create different repeating patterns through a range of activities. 
 
We also watched a short video on the importance of Bees and discussed as a group how Bees help 
our environment. We also discussed how looking after our environment helps all animals and humans 
too. The children all helped prepare a patch of soil in our garden and then scattered seeds to create a 
wild flower garden. They especially enjoyed watering the garden with the hose pipe afterwards… 
 
The children had a fabulous time at Amazon World. They were very excited to use the soft play area 
and had great plans to race all the teachers down the slides. They all got to feed and pet the 
wallabies and experienced the lemur walkthrough. They saw a variety of birds, reptiles and animals. I 
would like to thank all the Explorers parents for their support in arranging transport / offering lifts to 
make our trip possible. I would also like to say thank you to Lucy (Oliver’s mum) for volunteering to 
come along to support us as well. We really value all your parental support, it never goes unnoticed, 
so thank you again. 
 
Today the Explorers have made cards with pictures of their favourite animals to send to Amazon 
World. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Adventurers 
 
It has been lovely to see the children return to school after their Easter holidays. They all look well 
rested and ready for a final summer term. 

  
We have started our English text “Big Blue Whale” by Nicola Davis and had a 
whale of a time making papier-mâché blue whales as a hook to the text.  
 
The children used plastic bottles 
as the structure for their 
sculpture then scrunched paper 
to form a whale shape around 
the structure. PVA and water 

was mixed together to smooth layers of paper 
around the whale shape. The children added 3 
layers of paper and used their hands to smooth the 
form. Once the papier-mâché was dry they painted 
the whale blue and white then added flippers and 
eyes. I have attached a picture of the whales - the 
children love them and we all think they are 
fantastic.  
 
 
 



 

 

We have focused on the skills of writing reliable sentences (no missing words and correct 
punctuation), recording statements and knowing the difference between facts and fiction within their 
English lesson. The children have recalled many whale facts for example Luca said “The whales ears 
are behind their eyes.” and Taylor said “The female whale is called a cow.“ 
 
In Maths the children have focused on money. Year 1 has been looking at recognising coins and 
counting on using coins. Year 2 have focused on making the same amount using different 
combinations of coins. It would support the children’s progress if they could be encouraged to count 
coins at home or use money in the shops whenever possible.  
We enjoyed our Science lesson where the children went outside to find different animal habitats. The 
children also researched animal habitats online, thinking about which wild animals we have in the UK 
and how they are suited to this habitat.  
 
In Phonics the children have looked at alternative spellings of the /or/ sound and how to add the suffix 
er.  
 
During Music McDougall encouraged the children to consider sound of waves, the children tried to 
recreate this sound using waves of musical instruments. 
   
There are so many other lessons and activities that the children have worked hard in during the week 
for example RE, times tables, Games, PE, History, PSHE and reading. A super first week back - well 
done to all the children.  
 
Discoverers 
 
What a fantastic first week of our summer term! We’ve certainly made the most of the glorious 
weather and our lovely school grounds! 
 
The children completed an orienteering challenge around the school grounds on Monday. This was 
our hook to our new English Learning Journey based on the book, Pet Dragon. The children had to 
use a map to find eggs, inside the eggs were letters. The children had to work out what words the 
letters made. This revealed the location of the mystery object - our dragon’s egg! The children were 
very excited. Millie-Jay, Milly and Reuben worked very well as a team and cracked the anagram first. 
Well done! The children are very excited to see what our class pet dragon will look like! Sami even 
asked to bring in his cousin’s bearded dragon for show and tell! 
 
In guided reading, the children have loved reading ‘How to Train a Dragon’ mainly because of the 
character’s funny names. On Monday, we focused on the skill inference. The children had a number 
of questions to answer including why Hiccup (the main character) felt sick the morning of his dragon 
challenge. We discussed how when we feel anxious and nervous it can also make us feel sick too. 
We moved onto making predictions on Tuesday. The children are now using clues in the text to help 
with their predictions. 
 
In Maths, we revised our times table. Most of the children wanted to take part in Mrs Jenvey’s Times 
Table Quiz and some have moved on already. It is great to see the children progressing and how 
proud they are when they move on to the next challenge. We also focused at looking at factors and 
common factors. The children really enjoyed trying to work out all the factors of a number. We 
discussed the importance of writing down all of the factors especially when finding common factors of 
two numbers! 
 



 

 

In Science, our new topic is living things and their habitats. The children hunted the school grounds 
for habitats and as a class we compiled a long list. The children also discussed what they already 
know about this topic from previous learning and what they want to find out. 
 
Our timetable has slightly changed this term. Miss Gorman will be teaching Art and I will be teaching 
Topic lessons on a Tuesday. Our new topic is ‘The Vikings’. We will focus this half term on 
geographical skills - looking at Scandinavia and where the Vikings came from. We used globes, 
atlases and Google maps to look at where we live and where the countries that make up Scandinavia 
are located. The children looked at the capital cities of Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 
 
We managed to go to the library bus this week as promised. The children were all very excited and I 
was really impressed that while on the bus they looked for books connected to dragons (without being 
asked!). 
 
Pioneers 
 
 
Hello Everyone. 

  
Well, what lovely weather to return to school with. In English this week we have 
begun a new book War Horse by Michael Morpurgo. 
 
The book’s blurb states: 
 In 1914, Joey, a young farm horse, is sold to the army and thrust into the midst of the war on 
the Western Front. With his officer, he charges towards the enemy, witnessing the horror of 
the frontline. But even in the desolation of the trenches, Joey’s courage touches the soldiers 
around him. 

 
This week as one of their vocabulary collection tasks 
the  children have been considering the parts of a horse ; 
I was unaware of many of these until I began my 
research.   
 

To further our study and understanding of the book’s 
context we will be considering the conflict of the First 
World War in our history and geography lessons. The 
resolution of conflict is something we also cover in our 
PSHE lessons. 
 

In Maths we have been revising many of our strategies 
and methods of calculation. 
   
In Science another topic has begun this week and we are considering the following aspects of forces 
and by the end of the half term we will be in a better position to … 
 
 



 

 

 explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth 
because of the force of gravity acting between the Earth and the 
falling object 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act between moving 
surfaces   

 recognise that some mechanisms, including levers, pulleys and gears, allow a smaller force to 
have a greater effect. 

 
This week we considered the importance and significance  of the work of Issac Newton and Galileo to 
the study of forces.  

INDEPENDENT ARTS AND PEACH  
 
I must happily report that the art created by Year 5 and 6 is currently being exhibited at Independent 
Arts in Newport: (invites were sent out before Easter) . I went to see it on 12th April. This is still 
available for viewing in person and I would highly recommend this as a photo does not do it justice. 
All the work was undertaken by the children under the guidance of Jo James. 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Further work was displayed in the Peach Exhibition at Quay Arts 
which will be returning to school after the bank holiday and will be 
displayed in the hall. Well done everyone; our children’s art is 
reaching a wider community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 Sailing - Thank you to everyone for responding so swiftly to the information about sailing lessons 
which begin on Tuesday 3rd May. I suggest that I will meet parents who have volunteered to drive  at 
12:30 outside school. Please drive to and drop off the children at the boat park on Duver Road Seaview 
(not the Sailing club) 
 
 
 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Seb Athena-Rose 

Adventurers Luca Max 

Adventurers Cai-Wyn Emily 

Discoverers Alexis Bella 

Discoverers Theo Pippa 

Pioneers Annie-May Fleur 

Pioneers Harvey Laura 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Attendance week from: 04/04/2022 to 08/04/2022 

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 92% 0 0 2 10 

Adventurers 96.4% 2 170 4 4 

Discoverers 96.6% 0 0 2 8 

Pioneers 85.6% 1 75 2 37 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 92.6%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Hannah age 10 

Jack age 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from Bembridge kitchen. 

 
  
 



 

 

Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 

 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 2nd May – School closed – Bank Holiday Monday 
 Friday 27th May -  Kings and Queens Dress Up Day  
Friday 27th May – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 6th June – School reopens at 8.45am  
Tuesday 14th June – FOSH Sponsored Bounce 
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day 
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Friday 15th July – FOSH Summer Fayre 
Thursday 21st July – Adventurers Blackgang Chine Trip 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 
 
 

 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

Super Sundays! 
Super Sundays COVID-19 vaccination clinics are available for young people on the Island (and in 
Hampshire) every Sunday in May. The clinics will take place at the Riverside Centre, Newport, PO30 
2QR.  
All children aged 5 to 11 are eligible for their first COVID-19 vaccination. The vaccine is a specially 
developed version for children. 
Slots must be booked via the national booking system. Islanders can also call the COVID-19 
Vaccination Helpline on 0300 561 0018 to find their nearest site (including walk-ins and pop-ups) and 
book their next appointment. 

 
 
 

The Adult Community Learning Service summer programme is now out and we have a wide range of 
workshops and courses on offer including ICT, Art, Craft and Wellbeing.  For more information and to 

book, head over to our new website pages www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses  or call us on 817280. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
http://www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 

   


