
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 8th April 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have reached the end of a challenging term and everyone is looking forward to a relaxing break 
and time to catch up with family and friends. 
The children have remained positive throughout with attendance improving towards the end of the 
term. Hopefully when we return, we will have a full complement of healthy staff and children. 
  
Over the last few months we have welcomed new pupils including Alfred, Tessa, Belle, Emily, Luca, 
Alex, Hannah who have all settled well. Fortunately departures have been few and far between 
though we do have to say goodbye to one of wonderful year two children today, Maria-Grace, who is 
relocating to another part the island. Of course she will be missed and we wish her well. 
 
Year 6 have ‘enjoyed’ the experience of practice SATs papers this week. They have had a great 
attitude and performed to the best of their abilities. 
 
Parents in Discoverers had the opportunity to catch up with the class teacher this week. The pupils 
meanwhile have shown a responsible attitude to their work without the additional support usually 
available in the class.  I know Mrs Leslie and Miss Gorman have been impressed by the level of 
responsibility and maturity shown. 
 
Adventurers have had a great week finishing off all manner of exciting tasks and Explorers have been 
on good form. Mrs Sharp commented how impressed she has been and how welcoming the pupils 
have been to Alfred our new boy 
 
On Thursday the FOSH provided the children with the opportunity to Easter egg hunt. It was certainly 
very popular with the children. Despite the clear guidance, one child claimed that he managed to find 
53 eggs! (Apparently he shared them with other children). 
 
I hope everyone has a great Easter break and we all look forward to welcoming everyone back on the 
25th April. 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Explorers 
 
This week the Explorers have been on a hunt to win a special end of term treat. The Explorers began 
their hunt inside where they found an egg shaped card telling them to take 5 steps outside and look 
for something that begins with ‘S’. They soon worked out it was the sandpit and inside the sandpit 
they discovered another clue. Each clue had a different challenge, whether it was testing their 
rhyming abilities or decoding words. 
 
Once they had collected all the clues, we came together to look at each clue and noticed on the back 
there was a number. I said that if all the numbers added up to our number of the week (12) then there 
would definitely be a special prize on Friday. The Explorers carefully tallied the numbers and worked 
out the total was indeed like magic, 12. 
 
Later they made maps of their garden so they could create their own hunts and clues. They all 
thought about the different areas of our garden and where they are in correspondence to one 
another. They carefully drew each location on their map and labelled it. They then cut the edges and 
used teabags to stain them to make the maps look even more authentic. 
 
We looked at repeating patterns this week and the children each decorated egg shapes using  their 
own pattern designs. We had a variety of patterns and we work more with repeating patterns on our 
return after Easter. 
 
This week the children have also been busy planting again. They have all planted a sunflower and we 
plan to observe how the sunflowers grow and change, the children will also measure them weekly 
and see who’s sunflower grows the tallest. Whilst discussing this we started talking about how 
everyone is a different height and that it’s nice to have a variety of heights, it is part of what makes us 
who we are. The children all wanted to measure themselves, so we now have a height chart in our 
classroom with everyone’s heights recorded, including the teachers. The children like to measure 
themselves against this daily at the moment incase they may have shrunk or grown overnight. 
 
The Adventurers visited us to show their wonderful puppets they had made. We were even treated to 
a puppet show which the Explorers really enjoyed. Explorers were also keen to show the Adventurers 
what puppets they had previously made, which were all linked to the book ‘Zoo Vet’. 
 
Have a wonderful half term. We have been so impressed with the children’s progress and 
achievements this term. Well done, enjoy a well deserved break. 
 
Adventurers 
 
It's been a nice week to end the term, we have been busy finishing off projects.  
 
The children loved designing and making their own superhero puppets in DT. They used a blanket 
stitch to attach two pieces of felt together then they cut shapes from other materials to add detail to 
the front of their puppet. On Thursday morning the children took their puppets into Explorer Class to 
perform puppet shows in small groups. It was lovely to see the children show off their creations and 
entertain the younger children. 
 
In Maths we have focused on measurement. The children have used the language of measure e.g. 
heavier, lighter, half full, nearly full etc. They looked at reading scales where the measurement was 
marked. Then to challenge the children we looked at unmarked scales and the children discovered 



 

 

that scales can go up in 1's, 2's, 5's,10's or 100's. The children really enjoyed using the measuring 
equipment such as different size measuring jugs with water and balance scales with the gram and 
kilogram weights. 
 
In English we continued to read our new text, Spyder by Matt Carr. The children developed the 
research that they did last week on an insect to create a supervillain for Spyder to defeat. We looked 
at the difference between nouns and adjectives then wrote a list to match the villains. On Wednesday 
the children had to use these words to create a fact file about their villain.  
 
We have also enjoyed writing and drawing pictures for the Easter story in RE and making Easter 
crafts. Thank you to FOSH for arranging the Easter Egg hunt, the children were very excited about 
this all day on Thursday! 
 
Thank you for all your support this last term, it has been a pleasure to work with all the children. We 
are really excited about our summer term and have already planned some great learning activities, 
artwork and trips for the children to enjoy. In the meantime, have a lovely school break. 
 
 
Discoverers 
 
Another busy week in Discoverers Class! We have been working hard on producing poems in the 
style of Kit Wright and ‘The Magic Box’. The children’s ideas have been fantastic and I am so proud of 
them. I can’t wait for them to show Miss Gorman what they have started to produce. They were asked 
to think of special items to put in their ‘Magic Box’. Jarryd decided to put ‘the first breath of his baby 
brother’ while Pippa focused on ‘an ancient necklace passed down through generations.’ Rowan 
wanted to put in ‘a slither of a shining particle from the sun’ and Ruby picked ‘the last leaf on an oak 
tree’. Tessa decided on ‘an extract from a rainbow’ I wish I could share all of their creative ideas! 
They will be completing and publishing their poems by the end of the week. 
 
In Maths, we have been focusing on subtraction. Some children have been using the frog method - 
Alexis has mastered this and shows an excellent understanding! Other children focused on the 
expanded method. They will be continuing to practise this skill towards the end of the week. 
 
In Science, the children were asked whether they agreed or disagreed with a statement connected to 
metals and magnets. They had to work in a group to investigate using the internet as a research tool, 
equipment and experimenting and finally using prior scientific knowledge found out in previous 
lessons. They really enjoyed working together and discussing their outcomes. 
 
We made the most of the sunshine in Art and took our sketching outside to the school field. The 
children sketched the school field and then used watercolours to paint their sketches. The progress 
the children have made with watercolours is fantastic. A special mention to Liam, who took his time 
and produced a wonderful piece of artwork - well done! 
 
Apologises to the children as we were unable to visit the library bus this week. I know Hannah and 
Tessa have really wanted to go and change/pick a book. We will be doing this the first week back 
after the holidays. 
 
Thank you for your continued support this term and I hope you all have a wonderful Spring Holiday! 
 
 



 

 

Pioneers 
 
Hello  
Another week in Pioneers and another great week of editing and publishing in our English lessons. 
We have come to the end of the book Floodland and found out the author's ending as well as 

writing  our own. The children have worked extremely hard in Maths 
too and have been solving multiplication using a variety methods 
including grid method ,  short and long multiplication. 
 

In Science this week following an observation over time investigation 
into a salt solution we found we had successfully grown some 
crystals. The children were wowed by looking at the crystals through 
magnifiers  and a microscope. “They look like diamonds!” several 
exclaimed. Mrs McDougall managed to get a photo: see left. 
 

This week Year 6 have worked extremely hard every morning 
completing a set of mock SATS. They all had an excellent 
attitude  and I know they will all be totally fine when they complete the 
real thing in May. 
 
 

 

This week you should have received the following letter about our residential in June. You can see 
that it gives some suggestions about clothing so I thought if you had the list now you could start 
sourcing or borrowing items your child will need. There was much confusion about the disposable 
cameras; these were a suggestion and not essential. The adults will take photos and we will share 
upon our return. I am considering having a short  meeting for parents in early June to go through 
arrangements if you would like this? 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As the Easter holidays approach I am writing with more information about our residential trip. 
 
As you know we are staying at the Avon Tyrrell Residential centre in the New Forest and we would 
like you to drop off your children at Yarmouth Ferry Port on Monday 27th June at 8:30 am. We are 
travelling on the 9:05 am ferry to Lymington, then travelling by coach from Lymington  to the centre ( 
this is 12 miles away and is about a 30 minute coach drive). 
 
If your child suffers from travel sickness please could they take the medication (or wear travel bands) 
before arriving at the ferry and I will ensure that any medication is given to your child on the return 
journey on Wednesday 29th at the appropriate time. Medication should be in a container/bag clearly 
marked with your child’s name. You must include clear instructions for dosage/timings etc. Please 
hand any medicines directly to me. 
 
On Wednesday 29th we will be returning on the 1.00 pm ferry so you will need to be at the ferry port 
in Yarmouth at 1:40pm to collect your child  (children)  
I  suggest car sharing as much as possible. Please inform us if your child is to be collected by another 
parent/carer. 
 



 

 

It may be useful to have some indication of what the children will need to pack. Please do not wear 
school uniform.  
 
KIT LIST - WHAT SHOULD MY CHILD BRING ? 
 
Avon Tyrrell will provide any specialist equipment required for activities, but in order to make sure 
your child  is able to fully enjoy their visit, please ensure suitable clothes and footwear are brought. 
 
For a standard residential visit, Avon Tyrell would suggest the following:  
• Suitable outdoor coat (waterproof), and outdoor trousers.  
• Outdoor footwear (closed toe) i.e. walking boots or sturdy trainers. Wellies are not suitable.  
• Old trainers, swim shoes for water sport activities as they are likely to get wet.  
• Warm jumper or hoodie – fleeces are best as they are lightweight and warm.  
• Short sleeve and long sleeve tops 
• Casual clothes for the evening and slippers/crocs  for wearing indoors.  
• Sleepwear  
• Underwear – including at least 1 pair of socks per day, plus a couple of extra.  
• Swimwear  
• Sun hat/cap ( essential) 
• Small back-pack to keep extra layers and a drink in while on sessions  
• Toiletries including; soap, tooth brush, tooth paste, hairbrush, shampoo etc. • Towel (1 x big and 1 x 
small)   
• Any prescribed medication  
• Sun cream  
• Spending money for the shop  
• Reusable water bottle  
• Disposable Camera to take photos of your experience  
   
Outdoor activities are exciting, challenging and interesting but they will be more enjoyable if 
participants have suitable clothing, so please bring plenty of old, warm clothes that you don’t mind 
getting dirty.  
 
Please remember that your child will need to be able to carry their own bag onto and off the 
ferry  so I suggest you will  need to be considerate of their luggage choices. 
 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me on my email. 
 
Mrs Maloney 

 

 

HAPPY EASTER hope everyone has a safe and restorative 

break. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

TWO DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN THE EASTER HOLIDAYS 

 

Don’t forget to go to the opening of the exhibition on 12th April… 
 

Independent Arts invites you to join Newport 
Mills Exhibition Celebration Day 

Tuesday 12thApril 10.30am - 4.30pm 

The Creative Hub, 48 High Street, Newport. PO30 
1SE 

info@independentarts.org.uk call 01983 
822437 

 
 

PLEASE ALSO VISIT QUAY ARTS PEACH EXHIBITION 

 

Three classes ( Adventurers, Discovered and Pioneers )  have submitted  collaborative pieces into this 
exhibition which is a new  opportunity to showcase quality art pieces from pupils across the Island on 
their interpretation of ‘Relationships’..  

 

The exhibition will run from Saturday 9th April to 30th April in the Clayden Gallery of 
Quay Arts, in Newport.  alongside a virtual showcase or work on their website. 
https://www.quayarts.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.quayarts.org/


 

 

              Pioneers Take home task  April 2022 

 
Hello Children, Parents and Carers 

 

Please could you create ONE of the options listed, in materials of your own choice. 

(Possible materials could be lego, biscuits, junk modelling , ….Cake?) 

 

Option One: Create an earthquake scene. 
 

Option Two        Create a replica or representation of a famous volcano/ volcanic 

eruption ( This should be a named volcano ) 

 

Option Three     Create a cross-section model of a volcano or an earthquake. 
 

Option Four        Create a Top Trumps set of actual Volcanoes or Earthquakes. 
 

Thank you,      

Mrs S Maloney 

 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Sam Lizzie 

Adventurers Finnlay Luca 

Adventurers Abbie Georgina 

Discoverers Tessa Reuben 

Discoverers Rowan Evie 

Pioneers Eziara Dawson 

Pioneers Daniel Harvey 

 



 

 

 
 

ATTENDANCE AWARDS  
 

Congratulations to the following children who have achieved 100% attendance this term: 
 

Reuben 
Alex D 
Sami 
Abbie 

Athena-Rose 
Logan 

Millie-Jay 
Jack T 
Katy 

 
 

 
 

Attendance week from: 28/03/2022 to 01/04/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 98.6% 0 0 2 0 

Adventurers 97.1% 1 20 0 6 

Discoverers 97.9% 1 20 2 4 

Pioneers 94.1% 0 0 2 14 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 96.7%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  

Ruby age 8 

Alexis age 8 

 

Several children and staff will be celebrating birthdays over the Easter break, we 

hope they have a very ‘Happy Birthday’ too! 

Mrs Lacey 

Daniel age 11 

Shannon age 11 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 

 

 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 25th April – School reopens at 8.45am for Summer Term 
Monday 2nd May – School closed – Bank Holiday Monday  
Friday 27th May – FOSH Kings and Queens Mufti Day (please note the change in date) 
Friday 27th May – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 6th June – School reopens at 8.45am  
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day 
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 

 
 
All Children aged 5-11 will now be eligible 
for their first jabs as the COVID-19 
programme rolls the vaccine out across 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. The 
vaccine is a specially developed paediatric 
version for children. Parents are able to 
access the vaccine through vaccination 
centres, local pharmacies and GPs. There 
has been an overwhelming response from 
parents who would like to vaccinate their 
children and teams across Hampshire and 
Isle of Wight are working hard to provide 

additional capacity. Parents are able to find their nearest vaccination site via the NHS website, by 
calling 119 or by calling the Hampshire and Isle of Wight COVID-19 helpline on 0300 561 0018 which 
can help find and book slots or direct you to your nearest walk-in. New sites and vaccination slots are 
uploaded all the time so please check regularly. 
  

 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

       
 



 

 

   


