
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 20th May 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had another enjoyable week with lots of great activities. Pioneers have been particularly 
spoilt with the art workshop, sailing and swimming opportunities. 
 
I know they are looking forward to developing links with their future schools (Year 6), bikeability, 
school play, residential and trip to Dimbola lodge during the next few weeks. 
 
The Mardis Gras club is in full swing with lots of exciting props and costumes being made. Thanks to 
the numerous adults supporting the children. I think I counted seven with Mrs Hall, Miss Delannoy, 
Ms Tinson, Mrs Hooper, Mr and Mrs Cope and Mrs Maloney helping a mixed group of pupils from all 
ages. Mr Cope said he thought it was the largest group they had had in the many years that they 
have been involved. 
The sports clubs are well attended which is great to see. Thanks to Mrs Shenton and Miss Ryan for 
their efforts. 
 
In class, Discoverers have been putting the final touches to their impressive dragon’s booklets. 
Nikola’s dragons have a good appetite with a more 50/60 meals a day consisting of a mixture of 
pizza, carrots, bananas and lots of water whilst Jarryd’s  dragons have a meteorological theme with 
his storm dragon, atmosphere dragon and cloud dragon to name but a few. 
 
The Explorers week has certainly had a horticultural feel.  
Drawing vegetables and fruit, monitoring sunflowers and growing lots of healthy food. I look forward 
to a bumper harvest. The recent mix of rain and sun certainly bodes well. Jack will be delighted! 
 
Mrs Rees and Mrs Yardley have been impressed with Year 2’s attitude towards their SATs with the 
children doing themselves proud with their excellence effort. Hopefully the scores will reflect all the 
hard work from teachers and children alike.  
Of course there has been lots of fun activities too. The class are studying Hinduism in RE lessons 
and I understand the Indian food tasting was very well received with the children munching away on 
pakoras, samosa and bhajis. To my great surprise, I didn’t get a call to visit the great feast - Indian 
food is a particular favourite of mine.  
I also know the children enjoyed exploring google earth. Clara located Mount McDonald and loved 
exploring Antarctica  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Mount McDonald is a peak rising to 2,470  
metres (8,100 ft) on the north side of Trafalgar Glacier, 4 
nautical miles (7 km)  
northwest of Mount Burton, in the Victory 
Mountains of Victoria Land, Antarctica. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

From September we plan to introduce a new PE kit featuring a sweat shirt and joggers for the autumn 
and winter. This will help to promote a continuity across the school as it has been noticed that it has 
become a little bit too relaxed in some cases. The office will look into competitively priced sportswear 
and let everyone know as soon as possible. First thoughts are for navy wear. See below. 
 

 
 
Next week features the jubilee dinner, class photographs and the parents meeting for new Explorers 
class. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend 
 
 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summit_(topography)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trafalgar_Glacier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Burton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victory_Mountains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victory_Mountains
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Land


 

 

Explorers 
 
 
This week the Explorers have been busy in their shop making price tags, writing shopping lists and 
drawing lots of different fruits and vegetables. They have really enjoyed using the till, exploring money 
and perfecting their shop. Meanwhile Explorers have also been closely monitoring their sunflowers 
progress. They looked at the life cycle of a sunflower and have painted some beautiful sunflowers for 
our class display.  
 
We have revisited the story of Jack and the Bean stalk and this time the children have made their 
own giant bean stalk in our garden. The children over the next week will add a variety of leaves and 
vines with different words and sentences from the story. They were also left a message from the giant 
who asked them to find things larger and smaller than his footprint. They all had great fun comparing 
different items against the giant’s footprint. They then all measured their own feet with cubes and cut 
out their footprints to stick on our been stalk. The children have also been counting out different 
amounts of beans and matching them to the correct corresponding numbers. 
 
In the garden the children have been very excited to see the fruits of their labour finally start to make 
an appearance. The potatoes, strawberries and mint are growing very well. The children have been 
asked to think what they might like to make with their school grown produce. 
 
Have have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Adventurers 
 
 
Adventurers have been very focused and hardworking this week. Year 2 completed all their SAT tests 
which included two reading papers, maths arithmetic, maths reasoning, a spelling paper and  a 
grammar paper. They all tried very hard and I was impressed by most childrens determination and 
hard working attitude. The results will be shared with parents later in the summer term.  
 
Whilst the SATs were in progress the Year 1 children spent transition time with the EYFS children as 
they will be sharing the Adventurers class together next year. They really enjoyed the time in 
EYFS, recapping on phonics skills, getting to know each other better and building friendships.  
Alongside the SATS we also have completed phonics assessments and reading ages for all the 
children.  
 
In History the children enjoyed exploring our Titanic gallery which included adverts, diary extracts, 
pictures and photos of the Titanic. The children used these as evidence to prove different statements 
about the Titanic are correct. Ria was especially focused and inquisitive - super history skills. 
 
During RE the children have been learning about the importance of food in different religions, we 
spoke about the significance of food in the Hindu religion. The children really enjoyed tasting some 
Indian foods such as samosas, onion bhajis and pakoras. Logan said that he loved it and I needed to 
bring him some curry to school the next day for his Lunch! 
 
In Geography the children investigated the five oceans around the world. They plotted these on their 
world maps, described where they are in reference to the continents and also looked at how the 
oceans are different. We watched clips about "The ring of fire" in the Pacific Ocean, the icebergs in 



 

 

the Southern Ocean and about the endangered sea life in the Indian Ocean. Some misconceptions 
about the world were discussed such as "Why are there two pacific oceans in the world?" 
 
In ICT the children enjoyed using Google Earth to locate different continents and oceans around the 
world.  
 
On Friday we introduced the children to our "Mystery book", the front cover and title of the book was 
hidden from the children. The children listened to the blurb then designed a front cover page that 
represented the book. We talked about listening for clues in the text and we spoke about the 
different nouns and adjectives e.g. antlered ship, inquisitive, deer and courageous. Emily and 
Barnaby were voted the winners of our mystery book cover competition and the children really 
enjoyed listening to the story.  
 
Discoverers 
 
Mrs Leslie: 
The children have made excellent progress with their guides on how to look after dragons. I was 
particularly impressed with Alexis, Ellie and Tessa’s effort. We have focused on the success criteria 
and what needs to be included.  
 
In Maths, we have moved onto using place value counters to help using the formal method for 
division - the bus stop method. The children all worked really well and were able to see have many 
groups of 10s and 1s were needed. They used the concrete materials and then drew them in their 
books. Some children moved onto using this method without the counters. 
 
In Topic, we have been focusing on Norway and its physical features. The children either wrote and 
postcard, letter or newspaper article. They had to explain what the physical features were: fjords, 
waterfalls, glaciers and mountains. The children wrote about specific examples and what they looked 
like.  
 
In our spelling lesson, we looked at apostrophes for contractions. The children’s homework is based 
on this. This is recapping a skill taught last week and the children showed that they have retained 
their learning.  
 
Miss Gorman:  
Towards the end of the week, we have had the pleasure of finishing off our guides in English. The 
children have spent lots of time editing and publishing their guides into fantastic A3 pamphlets. We’re 
all now wishing we could own our very own dragons!! The creativity has been excellent. I am blown 
away by the end results of Ellie, Reuben, Lylah and George- just to name a few. And I know that Mr 
Wake was too, when he popped by for a visit.  
 
In Maths, we’ve continued to work on place value, but have started to work on our reasoning skills 
and progressed onto some lovely independent work. The class worked very hard to push themselves 
exchanging numbers across using their place value knowledge.  
 
ICT this week has been a rollercoaster. The children have finally filmed their ‘how to’ videos and have 
been incredible producers. Our last step now is to edit them for sharing in class.  
 
 



 

 

Finally in art, the class have also undertaken a special Jubilee task for the Queen’s Jubilee party that 
FOSH are working on for next weekend, creating decorative road signs. We can’t wait to see these 
out on the green.  
 
Thank you all for another lovely week of hard work and creativity!   
 
Pioneers 

 
Hello the school  week in Pioneers began on Monday  with a 
wonderful workshop visit from the junk modeller 
extraordinaire Anthony James.  He has been working as a 
modeller,  artist and actor  for many years and has been 
involved in television including Blue Peter and Dr Who. More 
recently he has had some of his models used in the Jurassic 
Park series of films  and Star Wars. After relocating to the Isle 
of Wight Anthony James now exhibits and runs workshops at 
Arreton Barns. 
All the children in the school had an opportunity during the 
day to visit PIoneers class and be wowed and inspired by his 
dramatic junk modelled creations. 

  
His visit to our school happened because Pioneers are taking part in an art and design challenge, in 
partnership with Osborne House, English Heritage and the IOW Steam Railway to create a train  
carriage fit for a member of the Royal family, past, present or future. One junk modelled carriage from 
our class will be voted for and displayed as part of the IOW Steam Railways ‘Jubilee Journeys’ project. 
(on display in their Freshwater Room)  between Saturday 28 May and Sunday 5 June.. 

 

The final overall winner from a number of IOW schools will be chosen during half 
term and announced by 10 June. 
 
In Pioneers we will be choosing our representative  ( 
the winning junk modelled carriage from the class) 
next week after the models are completed. 
 

 
 

 

Following on from this visit we are completing a set of instructions. On “How to be a marvellous junk 

modeller.” Anthony James gave lots of superhints we want to pass on to other children. 

 



 

 

In Maths we have been looking at division again and we are trying to extend our reasoning skills using 
division as our starting operation. 
 

This week we have been talking a little about our residential trip.  Thank you for completing the medical 
forms, now this week please look out for Photo consent letters. These need to be completed and 
returned by 25th May. Please remember the parents meeting after school on Monday 20th June. 
 

Finally this week the children also discovered what parts they have been given in our school play ; they 
have so much to look forward to in June and July 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Emily Jude 

Adventurers Ria Frazer 

Adventurers Abbie Logan 

Discoverers Blossom Thomas 

Discoverers Lottie Katy 

Pioneers James Lenny 

Pioneers Jack B Daniel 

 
 

Attendance week from: 09/05/2022 to 13/05/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 96% 0 0 4 2 

Adventurers 98.1% 1 25 0 4 

Discoverers 96.3% 1 25 4 7 

Pioneers 89.4% 0 0 12 16 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 94.7%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  

Leah age 10 

 

 
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 



 

 

  
THE FOLLOWING MENU WILL RUN ON THURSDAY 26TH MAY 

 
 

 
 

A letter was sent home Wednesday 11th May regarding this menu. A reply would be 
appreciated as soon as possible. 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 
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CX & DIRECTORATE FOR SCHOOLS & LEARNING 
 

Midday Supervisor 
 

 ST HELENS PRIMARY SCHOOL, BROOMLANDS CLOSE, ST HELENS] 

 [Tel: 872442 email [admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk] 
 
Headteacher:  Mr Carl Wake    NOR 92 
 
Salary: £2155 p.a 
 

Hours: Initially one hour per day 1200 - 1300 
 
   Fixed-term contract until 31 August 2023 in the first instance  

 

Required for: as soon as possible 
 
The Governors of St Helens Primary School wish to appoint a Midday Supervisory Assistant. 
 

  Due to an increase in pupil numbers we are seeking an enthusiastic, resourceful Midday    
  Supervisory Assistant to help make lunchtimes a positive and happy experience for our    
  children. 

The successful candidate will: 

 Be reliable, trustworthy and patient. 

 Enjoy working with children. 

 Help supervise children when eating their lunch. 

 Guide children to play together and develop positive relationships in the playground. 

 Be able to work as part of a committed team. 
 
 
 
Application Procedure 
 
Visits to the school are welcomed. Please contact Teresa Anderson on 01983872442 or email us on 
admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk. (please note social distancing is adhered to at all times). 
 
Please contact St Helens Primary for further details regarding the role and responsibilities.  Completed 
applications should be returned directly to the school.  
 
St Helens Primary is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share in this commitment. 
 
This School is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes applications from all sections of the 
community 
 

Closing date Midday Friday 27th May 2022 

Interviews to be held week commencing 6th June 2022 

 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 23rd May – School photographer – Class photos 
Wednesday 25th May – Pioneers Dimbola trip 
Friday 27th May -  Kings and Queens Dress Up Day  
Friday 27th May – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 6th June – School reopens at 8.45am  
Tuesday 14th June – FOSH Sponsored Bounce 
Monday 20th June – Year 5/6 Residential meeting for parents at 3.00pm 
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day 
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Thursday 14th July – Athlete visit (including a sponsored event) 
Friday 15th July – FOSH Summer Fayre 
Tuesday 19th July – KS2 Summer Play performances (1.30pm and 6.00pm) 
Wednesday 20th July – Sports Day (a.m.) 
Thursday 21st July – Adventurers Blackgang Chine Trip 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 
 
 
 
Greater Ryde Benevolent 
Fund                                                                                                               
  
 The Trustees of the Greater Ryde Benevolent Trust are contacting local schools to make you aware 
of our Trust and advise you that under agreed criteria there may be families or individuals that we 
could help financially. 
  
The following three criteria must be met for an application to be made: 
  

1)    Applicants must reside in the Greater Ryde area: Ryde, Nettlestone, Seaview, St Helen’s, 
Ashey, Havenstreet, Binstead, Fishbourne or Wootton Bridge (Ryde side of the river bridge) 
2)    Applicants are in receipt of benefit payments 
3)    There is a physical, mental, emotional or social need in the family that impacts daily life 
which can be verified by a professional if requested 

  
We are not a large charity and our grants are usually in the range £250 -£350, sometimes less and in 
exceptional circumstances a little more. An applicant may not apply more than once in any 12 month 
period. 
Typical requests are for white goods, carpets, medical equipment and travel expenses in association 
with a medical need. 
  
Please find attached to this newsletter a copy of our application form which does have to be 
supported by a professional (e.g. doctor, teacher, health worker). 
We are GDPR compliant, and applicants’ details remain with our clerk for a period of 2 years, after 
which they are destroyed. 
  
 



 

 

 
FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST 
 
The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like for our 
wonderful school.  We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would like to 
encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything you would like 
to buy as a gift for school.  Items from this list make great end-of-term or Christmas gifts for the 
school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available and is regularly updated. 
 
Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has added a 
note to say who they are at checkout.  Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise we will not be 
able to thank you personally.  If you are buying a book and would like to write a note in the front with 
your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email address below so we can 
arrange this when your gift arrives. 
 
If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine 
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org 
 
To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School when you 
are shopping online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 

 

mailto:mail@friendsofsthelens.org
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