
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 27th May 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Our last week of half term has been busy and full of exciting events. On Monday, Cardwell visited for 
class photographs; Tuesday saw Year 5 sailing; Pioneers visited Dimbola Lodge on Wednesday; 
Thursday welcomed new parents for the introductory visit, Jubilee dinner, Year 6 swimmers  and 
Mardis Gras club and Friday welcomed numerous illustrious personalities including Kings and 
Queens, Princesses, Royal Guards, Elvis and Footballing royalty to name but a few. 
 
We have a full house starting in September which is great to see that the school is continuing to 
prosper. This is due to our broad and balanced curriculum, the school values and of course the 
excellent community we have.  
 
Our curriculum allows for two hours of science and PE and opportunities in every week to develop 
skills and understanding across the whole national curriculum. In fact the school have recently been 
awarded the gilt award in science and the Arts Mark. This celebrates the excellent work by teachers 
and children in these subjects. 
 
Our values play an important part in our school ethos and we have high expectations for all aspects 
of school life. Our values are creativity, determination, excellence, respect, responsibility and 
tolerance. I witness all values each and every day in all classes on a daily basis. 
 
Moreover the children are fantastic, the teachers and teaching assistants excellent, the governors 
very fully committed to ensuring the school provides the best possible opportunities, parents 
are very supportive, the FOSH is committed to providing additional events, and the local community is 
very supportive of the school. 
 
The Mardis Club is very well attended. Mr Cope actually said that we have the highest number of 
participants in their many years of support. 
 
On Friday the school was inundated with various royalty. Some children took it literally and dressed 
up in royal costumes whereas others went with a more creative idea including visit from Elvis, 
superheroes, Queen Bees and footballing royalty. 
 
In June and July there are many events planned which of course includes lots of meetings (especially 
for me!), transition visits and staff training.  
 



 

 

However this is supplemented by lots of exciting extracurricular events including Wellbeing Day, 
Beach School Programme, Day to Create Event, athlete visit, Summer Fayre, class trips, sponsored 
bounce, leaver’s assembly, school picnic and fun races, sports day, Key Stage 2 play, and Pioneers 
residential.  
 
One or two are weather dependent so I hope the sun is shining in the last week of term especially. 
 
We hope you have a great half term break. I know there are lots of family get-togethers and Jubilee 
celebrations to look forward to so I hope the weather is kind to us. 
 
Mr Wake 
 

 
The children enjoying the special Jubilee 
picnic lunch on Thursday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Explorers 
 
Explorers have been celebrating the Queens Platinum Jubilee this week in class. We read the story 
of ‘Queen Elizabeth’ from the series Little People, Big Dreams and explored the Queen’s life from an 
early age right through to her current age of 96. 
 
The children were really excited to hear that they would be writing to the real Queen. They put an 
amazing amount of effort into their postcards to send to the Queen. They all thought carefully about 
the book we had read on Queen Elizabeth which had given us lots of information about her life and 
interests and they each drew a picture of what the Queen might like. We had lots of corgis, crowns, 
hats and portraits carefully drawn onto their postcards. They then wrote lovely messages to 
accompany their beautiful drawings. We are hoping that we will be lucky enough to get a reply from 
Buckingham Palace, fingers crossed. They have also made wonderful book marks, entered into the 
Royal Hotel colouring completion and made beautiful collages of the Union Jack using coloured 
tissue paper. 
 
Whilst learning about the Queen and her Jubilee the children watched a video of the Royal 
Grenadiers. Together they practiced their own matching and sequencing, we had a few wrong turns 
but we got there in the end. 



 

 

 
In Maths we have been looking at subtraction and they all enjoyed picking the Queen’s coloured 
jewels which had different subtractions written on them for the children to work out. 
 
We had another visit from the Music Hub and this time the children learnt a special Jubilee 
celebration song accompanied by sign, which we shall perform as a school in assembly. 
It’s been a short term but a busy one. 
Have a wonderful half term 
 
Adventurers 
 
A great final week of school before half term. The children have enjoyed lots of creative sessions 
such as using chalks to create a Noah's Ark with a line up of animals; using tissue paper to make the 
Union flag and constructing card crowns to celebrate the Jubilee.  
 
 

We have started our new English text ‘Mrs Noah's pockets’. The children made predictions about 
what might happen based on the front cover. Thomas thought that the character on the cover 
reminded him of Mary Poppins because she is holding an umbrella and might get swept away. Cai 
said he thought her pockets were magical because they have animals inside. In the afternoon we 
shared the traditional Noah's Ark story and thought about how our class story might be similar. Later 
in the week the children used adjectives to describe the stormy weather and the flood that arrived 
after Noah built his Ark. We added many adjectives and similes to the story picture such as dark, 
mysterious, rain beats like a drum, black, cold, damp and thunderous. Whilst we were writing we 
listened to stormy weather music for inspiration.  
 
In Maths we have focused on telling the time. The Year 1 children recalled their days of the week 
then time to the hour and half past. In Year 2 the children recalled the months of the year then the 
time to quarter past and quarter too.  
 
In RE, the children continued to learn about how food is used in celebrations. Mrs Yardley had spent 
time dyeing rice beautiful bright colours at home so that they could create rangoli patterns with the 
rice in their RE lessons. Thank you Mrs Yardley- the patterns looked super and the children loved this 
activity.  
 
In Geography we recapped the continents and oceans around the world, completing our research 
from last week. The children had some super questions such as "Is Russia in Asia?" (Micah F) and 
"Do Beluga whales live in the Southern or Arctic Ocean?" (Micah M).  
 
In PSHE we have been discussing how to take care of our bodies. This week the focus was on caring 
for your teeth. The children enjoyed singing the brush your teeth song and ordering instructions for 
brushing their teeth. We spoke about the importance of brushing our teeth for 2 minutes twice a day 
and to not rinse out the fluoride after brushing. All the children told me how good they were at 
brushing their teeth at home! 
 
On Thursday afternoon the children really enjoyed the musical workshop run by the Isle of Wight 
music hub. The focus was on celebrating the Queen's Jubilee and the singing was fantastic.  
Alongside all these lessons we have had phonics, times tables, counting to 100, spellings, games, 
PE, Music, ICT, science, a Jubilee lunch celebration and reading sessions. What a busy end to the 
term. Have a lovely half term holiday and we will look forward to seeing all the children in June.  



 

 

Discoverers 
 
Mrs Leslie: 
 
The children have worked hard this week. We’ve been continuing to look at times table in different 
ways. Pippa was delighted with her times table result as was Lottie. It’s so wonderful when the 
children are proud of their achievements. Myself and the teaching team in Discoverers are super 
proud of the progress especially with their times table.  
 
We have been looking at different types of angles - acute, obtuse, straight lines, right angles and 
even reflex angles. The Year Four children used protractors to measure different types of angles. We 
discussed when protractors are used in real life situations. Jarryd was very excited to talk about his 
father and how is has a protractor at work and has shown him how to use one.  
 
In Topic, the children looked at the human geography of Scandinavia. We discussed the different 
meaning of words such as economy, population and settlements. The children had to find out 
different facts linked to Denmark, Sweden and Norway including the population, currency and special 
foods you might find in these counties. Ellie was horrified that they eat sheep heads in Norway!  
 
Miss Gorman: 
 
We continued in Maths, with additional work with protractors and I was so impressed by the hard 
work that all of the class have shown- especially in the last few days before half term.  
 
In English, the children have been investigating the features of acrostic poems. We’ve read some 
wonderful ones involving authors, dolphins and food! The class then planned and constructed their 
own wonderful acrostic poems about dragons. They’ve filled their stanzas with alliteration, similes and 
metaphors and some beautiful description. I’m so impressed. Special mentions to Rowan for his 
brutally beautiful story within his poem, about a destructive dragon. Blossom for her juxtaposing poem 
about a gentle giant that destroys whole villages and Evie for her ingenious description.  
 
We’ve also worked hard to finish off the Jubilee Road signs for the party on the green next weekend. 
The children looked incredible today in their red, white & blue- some of the class went to great lengths 
to showcase their favourite kings and queens! Hannah made a wonderful Queen Bee, Katy looked 
fab as an ABBA-tastic Dancing Queen and James made a great King Charles. Well done team for the 
fab effort!!  
 
We hope the children have a wonderful half term. There is a take home homework linked to Vikings in 
their homework books. We look forward to seeing the children’s creations when we return. Have a 
lovely time celebrating the Jubilee celebrations.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Pioneers 
This week in Pioneers was exciting because on Wednesday we went on our school trip to Dimbola 
House, which was a great success despite the poor 
weather. We were extremely well assisted by Estelle 
Baker from the IOW Museum service who organised a 
really engaging workshop all about Durga Puja, a festival 
celebrated by Hindus in Sri Lanka and India. 

Contemporary artists 
have been inspired by 
the pioneering 
photographic  
portraiture work of 
Julia Margaret 
Cameron who lived in 
the house at Dimbola 
for many years. Four 
contemporary artists 
have collaborated and 
produced work which 

has been exhibited alongside Julia’s work. An exhibition 
called Creative Cross Currents.  
This workshop and the accompanying look at the 
photographs links well with our work on the Victorians in the Autumn and indeed in that term Estelle 
delivered a half day workshop in school about the occupants above and below stairs in Dimbola 
House. So it was wonderful to see everything in real life.  
 
The children have in their book bags a voucher that enables entry to the house for a family of 4-6 at 
the cost of £10. Perhaps you could combine it with a day at the beach during half term? The 
exhibition finishes on 5th June although of course the house is open throughout the season. We also 
discussed how she was neighbours with Alfred Lord Tennyson - whom she also photographed-  
another place you may visit nearby is his home Farringford House.  
 
We had also hoped to complete a spot of field sketching,  but the strong wind put a stop to that and 
we had to settle with a quick look at the stacks in Freshwater Bay. 
  
In Maths we have been looking at the multiplication of fractions and revising our understanding of 
denominators, numerators, simplifying fractions and mixed fractions. We are moving on to 
percentages and decimals. 
  
In Literacy inspired by our book War Horse we are writing a narrative piece from a horses point of 
view. How did they feel about the conflict that was World War One; Can the children (writing as 
horses ) come up with any advice for humans on how to resolve conflict without war? Next half term 
we are going to capture the inspiration we experienced at Dimbola  to create writing about the portrait 
sitters; because of the photographic process Julia  used her subjects would have had to have sat/ 
stood still  for up to ten minutes. What would they have been thinking about ? Would Julia Margaret 
Cameron have been talking to them and what would she have been saying? ? We obviously 
compared the speed and accessibility  of phone cameras today,  but admitted that we do not create 
portraits in the same way Julia Margaret Cameron did. There was something so very captivating 
about these portraits that the children  spotted too. 
 



 

 

Judging our junk modelling  happened this week ( Governors were 
asked  to decide)  and the 1st Place goes to Georgia-Rose Black who 
created a Squirrel carriage designed for Princess Charlotte ( Prince 
William’s daughter) which takes the form of a Red Squirrel. 
 
2nd place went to Elsie Clark with her carriage for Queen Victoria 
 

 
3rd place Fleur 
Woodward with her 
Alien Corgi. 
 
Georgia-Roses’ 
entry will be taken to 
the  IOW Steam 
Railway by Mrs 
Maloney on Friday 
and exhibited 
throughout half term week. ( Fingers crossed that the judges 
like it) 
 

 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Rowan Athena-Rose 

Adventurers Frazer Zach 

Adventurers Atticus Emily 

Discoverers Tessa Sami 

Discoverers Ellie James 

Pioneers Eziara William 

Pioneers Sarah Georgia-Rose 

 
 

 



 

 

Attendance week from: 16/05/2022 to 20/05/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 98% 0 0 2 1 

Adventurers 96.7% 1 67 6 1 

Discoverers 92.3% 1 120 8 15 

Pioneers 91.9% 1 120 3 18 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 94.1% %, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Georgina age 7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
  
 
CX & DIRECTORATE FOR SCHOOLS & LEARNING 
 

Midday Supervisor 
 

 ST HELENS PRIMARY SCHOOL, BROOMLANDS CLOSE, ST HELENS] 

 [Tel: 872442 email [admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk] 
 
Headteacher:  Mr Carl Wake    NOR 92 
 
Salary: £2155 p.a 
 

Hours: Initially one hour per day 1200 - 1300 
 
   Fixed-term contract until 31 August 2023 in the first instance  

 

Required for: as soon as possible 



 

 
 
The Governors of St Helens Primary School wish to appoint a Midday Supervisory Assistant. 
 

  Due to an increase in pupil numbers we are seeking an enthusiastic, resourceful Midday    
  Supervisory Assistant to help make lunchtimes a positive and happy experience for our    
  children. 

The successful candidate will: 

 Be reliable, trustworthy and patient. 

 Enjoy working with children. 

 Help supervise children when eating their lunch. 

 Guide children to play together and develop positive relationships in the playground. 

 Be able to work as part of a committed team. 
 
 
 
Application Procedure 
 
Visits to the school are welcomed. Please contact Teresa Anderson on 01983872442 or email us on 
admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk. (please note social distancing is adhered to at all times). 
 
Please contact St Helens Primary for further details regarding the role and responsibilities.  Completed 
applications should be returned directly to the school.  
 
St Helens Primary is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share in this commitment. 
 
This School is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes applications from all sections of the 
community 
 

Closing date Midday Friday 27th May 2022 

Interviews to be held week commencing 6th June 2022 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 

 

 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

PE Kit 
From September we plan to introduce a new PE kit featuring a sweat shirt and joggers for the autumn 
and winter. This will help to promote a continuity across the school as it has been noticed that it has 
become a little bit too relaxed in some cases. The office will look into competitively priced sportswear 
and let everyone know as soon as possible. First thoughts are for navy wear. See below (the PE top 
will have our Tree logo printed on it instead)  
 

 
 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 6th June – School reopens at 8.45am  
Tuesday 14th June – FOSH Sponsored Bounce 
Thursday 16th June – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Friday 17th June – Pioneers Bikeability Course Level 1 (details to follow after half term) 
Thursday 23rd June – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day 
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
Thursday 30th June – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Thursday 7th July – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Monday 11th July – Day to Create 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Thursday 14th July – Athlete visit (including a sponsored event) 
Friday 15th July – FOSH Summer Fayre 3-5pm 
Tuesday 19th July – KS2 Summer Play performances (1.30pm and 6.00pm) 
Wednesday 20th July – Sports Day (a.m.) 
Thursday 21st July – Adventurers Blackgang Chine Trip 
Friday 22nd July – Leavers Assembly 11.00am 
Friday 22nd July – School picnic and Fun Races (12.30-3.00pm) 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Please ensure all permissions 
slips and completed sponsor 
forms are returned to school by 
Friday 10th June. 
Forms will be sent home for 
money to be collected when the 
Bounce has taken place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Water and Window Safety 
 
With the warmer weather and school holidays approaching, the Isle of Wight Safeguarding Children 
Partnership have asked us to share the following safety clips with you:- 
 
NHS urges summer safety awareness to keep children out of danger (frimleyccg.nhs.uk) 

 
https://youtu.be/y4njOkRBK4Q 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://smex-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.frimleyccg.nhs.uk%2fnews%2f297%2dnhs%2durges%2dsummer%2dsafety%2dawareness%2dto%2dkeep%2dchildren%2dout%2dof%2ddanger&umid=ecbacf0e-9bba-4f90-ac12-deb2c95585d4&auth=437a020dcc987bfc8ef77190b53d29037dc18860-1e4f225a4c4f7122dee82157348a67b22c8ce9a2
https://smex-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fyoutu.be%2fy4njOkRBK4Q&umid=ecbacf0e-9bba-4f90-ac12-deb2c95585d4&auth=437a020dcc987bfc8ef77190b53d29037dc18860-06d77edc5e3904e08385cdfd8def049a203722b2


 

 

FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST 
 
The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like for our 
wonderful school.  We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would like to 
encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything you would like 
to buy as a gift for school.  Items from this list make great end-of-term or Christmas gifts for the 
school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available and is regularly updated. 
 
Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has added a 
note to say who they are at checkout.  Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise we will not be 
able to thank you personally.  If you are buying a book and would like to write a note in the front with 
your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email address below so we can 
arrange this when your gift arrives. 
 
If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine 
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org 
 
To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School when you 
are shopping online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 

 
 

mailto:mail@friendsofsthelens.org
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

Platinum Jubilee Events in St Helens 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

                        
 
People Powered are running a consultation on 
something called a Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP), which aims to develop 
plans for how we can make walking and cycling in 
the Bembridge/Brading/St Helens area easier, safer 
and more convenient for people. Travel for school 
pupils and the journey to school in general are a big 
part of this. The project is being funded by the local 
parish councils and the Isle of Wight Council. 
I am hoping to reach as many people as possible in 
the area - including parents, teachers and pupils 
-   and get them involved in giving their views as part 
of the consultation.  

We have produced a video explaining LCWIPs and 
the consultation which can be found here: 

https://vimeo.com/713354489 

and additional information is on our website, here: 
 

https://people-powered.uk/lcwip/ 
 

We have set up an interactive map of the area for 
people to leave comments, which can be found 
here: www.yourviews.org.uk 

https://vimeo.com/713354489
https://people-powered.uk/lcwip/
http://www.yourviews.org.uk/


 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dance Opportunity 

 

Would you like to take part in an 

amazing performance celebrating the 

Queen’s Jubilee?  

 

If so, the New Carnival Company would 

like to hear from you. The theme is ‘Back 

to the Future, the Next Generation’ and 

celebrates dance of the decades 

during the Queen’s reign.   

 

You will need to be available for 

rehearsals at Oakfiel Primary School on 

Thursday 2nd June from 11-3, and for 

performances during the day at 

12:45pm, 1:30pm and 3:00pm on 

Saturday 4th June in Ryde Town Square.  
 

Children aged 8-16 can be dropped off 

at the rehearsal, younger children will 

need to be accompanied. 

 

To find out more, please contact Katy at 

New Carnival Company: 

katy@thenewcarnivalcompany.com or 

Tel: 01983 716095 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
        
 

   


