
                                                         
ST HELENS PRIMARY

Friday 6th May 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

We have enjoyed a lovely shorter week after the extended weekend.

 Logan loved learning about the Titanic.
In fact many of the Adventurers recalled lots of facts 
about the famous event with Cai-Wyn, Micah and Abbie 
able to share their knowledge

It seems amazing that the ship sank 110 years ago.

RMS Titanic was a British passenger liner, operated by the White 
Star Line, which sank in the North Atlantic Ocean on 15 April 
1912 after striking an iceberg during her maiden voyage from 

Southampton, UK, to New York City.

Emily has enjoyed working with patterns and Alena relishing the opportunity to work with measures; it 
is great to see lots of maths work in Explorers this week.

Explorers have also enjoyed reading Rosie Revere, Engineer 
This is a beautifully-illustrated tale of a girl and her dream to become a 
great engineer. Where some people see rubbish, Rosie Revere sees 
inspiration. 

It is described as a charming, witty picture book about believing in 
yourself and pursuing your passion

It is very much a cup half-full story and certainly supports our value of 
determination. Well done Mrs Allman. A good choice.



Annabelle and Max enjoyed their sailing and are looking forward to all the future lessons. On a sailing 
theme William and Rowan impressed in assembly with their knowledge on the subject. Rowan 
obviously loves the water as he is looking forward to surfing this weekend.

Year 6, as always, have continued to excel by providing excellent role models to the other children. I 
know they are ‘excited’ about the SATs next week. 

The Discoverers have continued to impress their teachers. Miss Gorman has been delighted with the 
attitude and behavior of the children and the quality of their work during the latter part of the week.

Have a great weekend

Mr Wake

Explorers

The Explorers have been visited again by ’Swiper’ who has been busy creating chaos in the garden. 
This week he had scattered lots of letters around and had left a note with some riddles on for the 
children to solve. The children pegged the letters they found onto a washing line in the correct order 
to create words to the riddle. The children then enjoyed writing notes and drawing pictures for Swiper 
on a large piece of paper outside. They were all very excited to see on their return from break that he 
had written them a message back.

Before Easter the children had each planted a Sunflower, unfortunately not all of them have started to 
grow yet. However, we were pleased to see some of the Sunflowers have made a great start. The 
children looked at each one and ordered them, starting with the tallest to the shortest. We then used 
rulers to measure each sunflower and recorded these measurements. Each week we will measure 
the sunflowers to see how they are progressing compared to the previous week. I showed the 
children a tape measure and this started a great discussion on what we can use tape measures for. 

Some said that their parents use them at work to measure things with. Others said they have seen 
tape measures being used when sewing. I said that tape measures can also be used to measure how 
tall you are, they were very interested in using them to measure each others heights.

We read the story of ‘Rosie Revere the Engineer‘ who had to overcome set backs and challenge 
herself to continue with her inventions. We discussed how we can encourage ourselves and others to 
succeed. We discussed the sunflowers that didn’t grow but we came up with a new plan to replant 
and try again. We then discussed how we can support friends with kind words and gestures, also how 
working in a team can be really helpful. They worked as team to make an obstacle course, the 
children shared ideas and supported each other when moving and balancing different objects. Well 
done Explorers.

Have a lovely weekend.



Adventurers

The children started to learn about the Titanic in History this week. They were really interested in the 
retelling of the events and had many questions. Both year groups completed a timeline detailing its 
maiden and only voyage from Southampton to where it sank in the North Atlantic Ocean, off Canada. 
We are looking forward to finding out more about the Titanic over the next few weeks. 

In English the children have used adjectives to describe the big blue whale. Luke wrote "The Big Blue 
whale is fast because it can travel 20 miles an hour." Logan wrote "The big blue whale is ginormous, 
heavy and fat because it eats lots of shrimp that are actually called krill." Thomas recorded many 
adjectives such as quick, powerful, lonely, mighty and heavy then recorded sentences such as "The 
big blue whale has micro ears behind its eyes, how cool is that!"
On Thursday the children used prepositions to describe the whale's location (Year 1) or journey to 
warmer places and for food (Year 2). Each child was given a world map and they used words such as 
next to, opposite, between, in and to the left of or right of. 

In Maths we have refocused on addition skills; adding a single digit to a 2 digit number and adding 
two 2-digit numbers. We used a variety of methods such as using concrete items, drawing arrays, 
partitioning numbers and using a number line. Year 2 looked at the most efficient method, for 
example drawing their own number lines from the biggest number in their number sentences then 
making jumps of 10 or even multiples of 10. Many of the children enjoyed using partitioning to support 
their addition and this showed off their excellent place value knowledge.  

In PSHE the children discussed choices. We spoke about how they can make positive choices 
throughout their day for example what to play, how to deal with problems, which food to choose at 
lunchtime and how to treat others. 

During Science the children used the laptops to research animal habitats. We discussed the needs of 
different animals and how these are supported through the habitat they live in. 

Overall it's been a good week learning and we are looking forward to next week. Enjoy the weekend 
together.

Discoverers

I hope everyone had an enjoyable Bank Holiday Weekend.

We’ve had a busy couple of days! The children have been looking at different types of sentences in 
English - commands, questions, statements and exclamations. They had to identify some in our new 
class text - Pet Dragon and then write their own examples. We also looked at how to use apostrophes 
for contractions. We discussed some tricky ones including shall not - shan’t and will not - won’t.

In Maths, we have been focusing on division. The children used concrete materials such as counters 
to make arrays and bead strings to help them answer division questions. The children will be looking 
at division questions with remainders for the rest of the week with Miss Gorman.

In Topic, we started to look at the climate and weather of the countries within Scandinavia. The 
children had to plot line graphs showing the temperature of four cities and the precipitation levels. We 
discussed why the temperatures might be cooler than on the Isle of Wight.



In guided reading, we focused on vocabulary and the children had to work out the meaning of certain 
words from the text, some used dictionaries to help them. They also had to select words or phrases to 
describe certain things.

I was very impressed with the Year 4 multiplication check practise that we did this week. All of the 
pupils are making good progress. Please continue to help your child at home to learn their times 
table.

Next week is the Year 6 SATS week, the children will be working in the hall for the first part of the 
morning. I have informed the children and they are aware. They will come straight into the hall with 
their belongings. I will make sure a member of staff reminds them and comes to get them on Monday.

Pioneers

Hello, this week we have been talking through the upcoming SATs with Year 6, whilst Year 5 
have been working on some independent non chronological report writing, all about horses 
and their use in World War One. Please find below an excellent example of a report  
produced by Annabelle        

Role of horses in World War One

In this report I will be telling you all about the amazing horses that helped us in WW1.Some of the 
interesting things I will be telling you about is where these beautiful creatures came from or what 
happened to them when they were injured.

                Where did the horses come from?

The horses used in World War One came from different places. When the war started the 
Government forced farm owners and anyone who owned horses to donate their horses to the army. 
Thousands of horses were taken away from their home and transported to the muddy battlefields.

             What jobs did horses do?

Horses in WW1 carried messages, pulled supply 
wagons ; they also transported medical staff. Horses 
were also used in cavalry units (places where the 
horses and soldiers were together).They were also 
used to carry guns and ammunition. This is why the 
horses needed to be cared for.

     What happened to horses that were injured?

There were army veterinary corps - which were vets 
for the army horses - who looked after the wounded 

horses. Ambulances carried horses to hospitals where they would be given food and water. When 



World War One ended there was a total of eight million horses that died; more were put down ( killed) 
since they were too old or ill.

             What were conditions like?

The conditions in WW1 were harsh.The majority of horses 
had nowhere to go at night. Horses that found stables were 
full of disease-spreading rats also lice and ticks. When the 
weather was horrible soldiers would snuggle with their 
horses. Some of the horses starved to death since there 
was not enough food. Horses were always very 
malnourished.

Horses played a gigantic part in WW1 . If we didn't have 
horses we might not be here today. I hope you have 
learned a lot about our brave horses. I hope you appreciate 
just how much horses have done for us.

Sailing Year 5 
This week sailing at Seaview began for Year 5 and all 
the children ( even those that may have had some 
reservations ) enjoyed the experience. As we have 
said before this is a fantastic opportunity for Year 5 
and I really appreciate all the support the parents 
have given to transport 
children.

The children found out how difficult a wetsuit can be to 
put on - we are all confident that this will get easier 
with practice. 

In RE this week we were looking at the Buddhist festival of Wesak which is to be held today 
6th May . Wesak marks the day of the birth of Buddha, so it is a little bit like Christmas Day for 
Christians. 

 
Wesak is significant today because it reminds Buddhists of the 
importance of the life of the Buddha. While it is a time of celebration, it 
is also a time for reflection. Wesak gives Buddhists the opportunity to 
think about what they can learn from the Buddha's life. They remember 
his teachings, and spend time celebrating with other Buddhists.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4mrj6/articles/zbsp92p

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4mrj6/articles/zbsp92p


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1pQwj-CNZ8

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS  

Class Worker of 
the Week

Star of 
The Week

Explorers Alena Alfred
Adventurers Belle Finnlay
Adventurers Luke
Discoverers Alba Alfie
Discoverers Tessa Josiah
Pioneers Wesley Max
Pioneers Georgia-Rose Shannon

Attendance week from: 25/04/2022 to 29/04/2022

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness

Unauthorised
Absences

Authorised
Absences

Explorers 97.3% 0 0 4 0
Adventurers 95.7% 2 40 0 9
Discoverers 96.6% 0 0 6 4

Pioneers 97.8% 0 0 10 19

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 96.9%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96%

If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1pQwj-CNZ8


We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrated their special day this week: 
Sami age 8

Laura age 11

Levi age 5 

Mrs Yardley

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils)

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham.



If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen.

 



Recipe of the Week
Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 
like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 
photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 
admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 
newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 
would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address.

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


Dates for Your Diary

Monday 9th to Thursday 12th May – Year 6 SATs
Monday 16th to Thursday 19th May – KS1 SATs
Friday 27th May -  Kings and Queens Dress Up Day 
Friday 27th May – School closes at 3.00pm for half term
Monday 6th June – School reopens at 8.45am 
Tuesday 14th June – FOSH Sponsored Bounce
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days
Thursday 14th July – Athlete visit (including a sponsored event)
Friday 15th July – FOSH Summer Fayre
Tuesday 19th July – KS2 Summer Play performances (1.30pm and 6.00pm)
Wednesday 20th July – Sports Day (a.m.)
Thursday 21st July – Adventurers Blackgang Chine Trip
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break



On Sunday 10th July, Ruby in Year 3 is 
taking part in the Wessex Cancer 
Rainbow Run Bubble Fun at the County 
Showground in Northwood to raise 
money in memory of her grandad. 

If you would like to donate to help raise 
funds for this worthy charity, the link to 
her JustGiving page is here:

: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jools-
slaterpartridge2?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=jools-
slaterpartridge2&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=573f11556ed54f5fb37ccd4140feb18a.

For more information on the Rainbow Run, please click here:

https://www.wessexcancer.org.uk/event/rainbow-run-2022/

Textile Bank

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised. 

Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 
information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk

Super Sundays!

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jools-slaterpartridge2?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=jools-slaterpartridge2&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=573f11556ed54f5fb37ccd4140feb18a
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jools-slaterpartridge2?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=jools-slaterpartridge2&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=573f11556ed54f5fb37ccd4140feb18a
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jools-slaterpartridge2?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=jools-slaterpartridge2&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=573f11556ed54f5fb37ccd4140feb18a
https://www.wessexcancer.org.uk/event/rainbow-run-2022/
http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


Super Sundays COVID-19 vaccination clinics are available for young people on the Island (and in 
Hampshire) every Sunday in May. The clinics will take place at the Riverside Centre, Newport, PO30 
2QR. 
All children aged 5 to 11 are eligible for their first COVID-19 vaccination. The vaccine is a specially 
developed version for children.
Slots must be booked via the national booking system. Islanders can also call the COVID-19 
Vaccination Helpline on 0300 561 0018 to find their nearest site (including walk-ins and pop-ups) and 
book their next appointment.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/


       

  


