
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 

 
 

Friday 10th June 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
The children have returned to school full of the joy of life culminating in an excellent assembly on 
Friday celebrating the children’s achievements both in subjects and attitudes.  
 
Maths and art and design were subjects which achieved lots of recognition this week in all classes 
with decimals, arrays, number lines, division and multiplication, colour-blending and using air dried 
clay to construct model horses to name but some. 
 
I have also seen lots of evidence of quality writing across the school. Year 5 were on particular form 
with their work writing from one of the perspective of  a lesser known animal character from Michaels 
Murpurgo’s War Horse. 
The quality I noted from many books including Dawson, Elsie and Lenny is outstanding. 
In assembly we were lucky to hear Blossom’s poem based on their class text. Her choice of language 
was amazing and certainly created the picture she planned for. 
 
Please read the teachers comments to find out more about all the exciting activities going on in the 
classes. 
 
The school have recently purchased our new SSP scheme (Systematic Synthetic Phonics) 
called Bug Club Phonics. 
The school has always produced high quality phonics teaching but there is now an 
expectation that all schools will have a SSP product in place. 

A complete systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) programme is one that provides: 

 all that is essential to teach SSP to children in reception and key stage 1 years of mainstream 
primary schools 

 sufficient support for children in reception and key stage 1 to become fluent readers 

 a structured route for most children to meet or exceed the expected standard in the year one 
phonics screening check 

 all national curriculum expectations for word reading through decoding by the end of key stage 1 

 



 

 

Bug Club Phonics is recognized by Ofsted and texts include fiction, comics and non-fiction. 
The Bug Club range includes plays and poetry. Both series are rich in vocabulary and help to 
develop language comprehension through engaging contexts, characters and storylines.’  

‘Bug Club Phonics matches the expectations of the national curriculum and the early learning 
goals. The daily sessions include whole-class revision and new phoneme focus sections which 
identify those children who need immediate extra support during the subsequent guided 
independent work. ‘ 
Of course the over-riding aim of the scheme is to support all children become confident 
readers by the age of six. 
 
In addition Bug Club Phonics offers professional development training to ensure every practitioner 
and member of staff has sufficient expertise in teaching phonics and reading. In fact the majority of 
staff attended on line training this week which will be further developed next week.  
 
Next week promises to be the first of many exciting weeks ahead. FOSH will be arriving on Tuesday 
to prepare for the sponsored bounce which the children will love. Key stage 1 have beach school to 
look forward to and Pioneers are continuing their energetic phase adding Bikeabilty to the sailing and 
swimming programmes which are continuing. 
 

I wish everyone an amazing weekend. 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
Explorers 
 

Explorers have now entered their final half term of their first school year. We cannot believe how fast 
this year has gone. We have been reflecting back to September and how much the children have 
changed and grown and what amazing progress they have all made. We are immensely proud of 
them all. This last half term will be spent preparing the children for their transition to Year 1. 
 
This week we have been using number lines to support addition and subtraction. The children have 
been jumping forward and backwards along number lines to work out different dinosaur themed 
additions and subtractions. They have also been using Numicon to make number bonds to 10 which 
they all enjoyed using. They have enjoyed lots of counting songs, games and outdoor activities. 
Including large number line tiles, numbered cones and water play using numbered ducks. 
The children's enthusiasm and independent learning has shone through especially in Maths this 
week. 
 
We have started to trial our new phonics scheme called the Bug Club. This scheme follows the same 
sequence we are currently using but also provides interactive games and activities. 
We been revisiting Phase 3 diagraphs this week and the application of them within their writing. 
The children enjoyed the reading card challenge this week which involved the children reading 
different cards with captions written on them from the magic hat. They had to then write their name 
next to the amount of cards they had read. Each child was then rewarded with different amount of 
house points for the total amount of cards read. Rosie was our champion this week, reading 15 



 

 

caption cards. Well done Rosie. 
 
This week the children have been thinking about our environment globally and their immediate 
environment. On Wednesday we took a walk along the path which runs along side our school field. It 
leads to a field with a horses and a beautiful view of the ocean. The children all took clipboards and 
sketched what they saw along the way. We saw caterpillars, butterflies, horses, wildflowers and the 
sea. 
 
On Thursday we discussed World Ocean Day and we shared the story of Greta Thunberg from the 
series Little People, Big Dreams. We showed a small clip of Greta giving her speech to world 
politicians. The children noticed she was quite angry, we discussed why she felt like this and what we 
can do to help our environment. 
 
The children's wildflower garden is coming along nicely as we hope to see more bees and butterflies 
visiting. 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Adventurers 
 
It’s been lovely to welcome all the children back to school this week. They were very excited to tell us 
about their jubilee celebrations and other holiday adventures. It’s been a great start to this half term.  
 
During English lessons the children have worked on using the conjunctions; and, or, but to extend 
their sentences. The children questioned why Mr Noah would want to leave the "troublesome 
creatures" behind and we had a vote on whether this was the right thing to do. The children then 
moved onto designing and writing about their own "troublesome creatures". 
 
In Maths the chidren have focused on multiplication, we have explored the 2, 3, 5 and 10 times table. 
The children have used a range of different strategies to support their maths such as drawing arrays 
and making arrays with counters, skip counting, making jumps on number lines, chalking tracks 
outside, counting songs, times tables rock stars, repeated addition and bar models. Year 2 have also 
explored the relationship between multiplication and division, they solved division and multiplication 
word problems. Please test the children on their times tables at home, it is important to work on this 
regularly to improve fluency and confidence. 
 
During Art the children found out about the artist Maggi Hambling and we looked at some of her 
artwork.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDxvcx03c38 
 
We spoke about how the sea, waves and her painting make you feel then the children worked on 
sketching different types of waves. The children enjoyed using water colours to blend different shades 
and tones of blue. Over the next few weeks we will be exploring different water colour tecniques and 
creating our own picture of the sea.  
 
Year 1 children completed their phonics screen this week. The children have worked very hard in 
their phonics lessons over the last year and we are pleased with their individual progress.  
 
In Science we looked at ways to group animals and the children were taught about six distinct animal 
groups: fish, bird, reptitle, mammal, amphibian and insect. Then the children worked on sorting and 
grouping animals into these groups based on their features.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDxvcx03c38


 

 

The children are really excited about taking part in beach school next Thursday, please make sure all 
the children coats, jumpers and their bucket/spade is clearly labelled with their names. Fingers 
crossed the weather will also improve! 
 
 
Discoverers 
 
Mrs Leslie: 

A busy first week back after half term. I was greeted on Monday and Tuesday morning by some 
amazing Take Home Tasks. The children have obviously spent half term being creative and making 
lots of wonderful masterpieces. A special mention to Lottie, who managed to make a Viking long boat 
out of chocolate, Katy who made a metal Viking ring and Thomas who even used a drill to make his 
long boat. It is so wonderful seeing the children’s confidence grow especially when discussing their 
projects in front of their peers. 
 
In Maths, we have been focused on the decimal system looking at numbers with one decimal place. 
We played some fun games using digit cards and number lines - the children all seemed to enjoy the 
competitive element. We have been doing lots of counting on and backwards with the counting stick 
and I’ve tried to catch the out a few times - but have failed!  
 
In English, we have started a new class text - Varjak Paw. We are working towards writing a diary 
entry by the end of this learning journey. We looked at making predictions, expanding vocabulary and 
used drama to discuss whether or not Varjak should be allowed over the garden fence! Evie came up 
with an excellent prediction and based it on parts of the front cover.  
 
In Science, we discussed the Milky Way Galaxy and why it is called that. The children created their 
own Milky Way Galaxy’s using chalk and black card. We need to finish them by adding some flicks of 
white paint for the stars!  
 
In Topic, we finished looking at the human features of Norway, Sweden and Denmark. The children 
had to find facts linked to currency, population, religion and languages. Next week, we will be 
comparing a place in Scandinavia to a place in the UK looking at similarities and differences.  
 
Next week, we are hoping to go onto the library bus so please make sure the children have their 
books in school. Please continue to practise times table at home daily.. the children are all making 
super progress and I am very proud of them!  
 
Miss Gorman:  

It has been a fabulous end to the week. The children have all been super motivated to complete their 
work and enjoy the fun first week back activities we had planned for them.  
 
In Music, they’ve started to really rehearse the upcoming songs and lines needed for the school 
production. In their bags today, there should be lines to learn/songs to practise and letters about 
costumes- Mrs McDougall is very eager for them to all be script free as soon as possible.  
 
In Art, the class have experimented with table salt and wax to test how the wax repels the watercolour 
paint. We’ve looked at the scale like creations we can produce in our sketch books. Everyone was 
very involved and created some beautiful water colour work.  
 
 



 

 

In English, we continued to read Varjak Paw. The children then produced some wonderful vocabulary 
sheets referencing nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs that could be associated with a cat. They 
undertook a drama based task outside, where they walked around like cats and changed their actions 
based on the verbs and adverbs given. The next day, we enjoyed a hot seat task, asking Varjak Paw 
questions based upon being an indoor cat and then exploring over the wall. Evie and Alexis made 
fantastic indoor Varjak’s and Blossom and Pippa were exceptional outdoor Varjak’s. Their answers 
were amazing!  
 
In Maths, we continued our work with decimals and the children began to work on their place value 
knowledge and how it can be applied to number sentences involving money as measurement. Some 
of our Year Fours then moved onto working with metres and centimetres. Very impressive stuff!  
 
In computing, the class finished filming their videos (these can now be edited and finished). Before 
we move onto our next project.  
 
We hope the children have wonderfully sunny weekends and make the most of the glorious weather 
predicted 
 
Pioneers 
 

I hope you had a brilliant half term and enjoyed the Jubilee celebrations.  
 
So in Pioneers this week we have been completing our writing tasks about the First Word War from a 
horse's point of view  following on from our interest in the book War Horse by Michael Morpurgo.  Also 
we have completed  a diary entry  made by Julia Margaret Cameron on a day she may have  taken a 
photograph at home….  inspired by our recent trip to Dimbola House. 
 
Here are some extracts from a couple of the children’s work . 

 
It was 1914 when I was drafted to join the British army, my name is Landmine. I am named after 

the fact that I explode when charging.…….. 

 

I was rewarded for my courage during the battle, and in the ashes of the old group, a new brigade 

was formed; The Landmine Brigade. 

 

One morning an old man came to the house. He was dressed in an olive green jacket and hat with 

grey trousers. I heard dissension between the man and Izzy’s father. My heart pounded so hard I 

could hear it in the deadly silence that followed the talking. 

 

Dearest Diary today I took a photograph of a friendly fisherman with the trout he had just caught 

( it was of course deceased at the time!) 

 

Also today I received a letter from Charles Darwin telling me he was in the vicinity and arriving 

within an hour and he would like a photograph taken of himself. I instructed the maids to lay out 

a platter with tea, cake, crumpets and toast. 

 



 

 

In Maths we have been exploring prime and square numbers as well as working through word problems 
using reasoning and our increasing knowledge of more formal maths methods. 
 
 
In Art on Monday we used air-drying clay to make a 
detailed horse's head which are currently in the drying 
rack awaiting the next stage of painting. 
 
Thank you to all the parents who encouraged and 
assisted the children in their take home task. It has been 
wonderful to see all the different personal views of the 
Isle of Wight. Mrs McDougall has made a great display of 
this work outside our classroom (photo next week) 
 
Please could you also help your children to learn their 
lines for the school play as rehearsals begin in earnest 
on Fridays from now on.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Levi Hollie 

Adventurers Lottie Frazer 

Adventurers Emily Thomas 

Discoverers Blossom Sami 

Discoverers Evie Obie 

Pioneers Max Marlee 

Pioneers Laura Shannon 
 



 

 

 
Attendance week from: 24/05/2022 to 27/05/2022 

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 98.7% 0 0 2 0 

Adventurers 89.5% 2 65 2 20 

Discoverers 97.7% 1 35 2 5 

Pioneers 90.8% 0 0 6 24 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 94%, which is below the 
national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 

  
 
 
 
Sponsored Bounce 
 

Children should come to school in PE kit please on Tuesday 14th June to take part in the Bounce. 
 



 

 

Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 

 

 
 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 

Tuesday 14th June – FOSH Sponsored Bounce 
Thursday 16th June – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Friday 17th June – Pioneers Bikeability Course Level 1  
Thursday 23rd June – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day 
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
Thursday 30th June – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Thursday 7th July – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Saturday 9th July – Mardi Gras Parade, Ryde  
Monday 11th July – Artsmark Day to Create (whole school) 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Thursday 14th July – Athlete visit (including a sponsored event) 
Friday 15th July – FOSH Summer Fayre 3-5pm 
Tuesday 19th July – KS2 Summer Play performances (1.30pm and 6.00pm) 
Wednesday 20th July – Sports Day (a.m.) 
Thursday 21st July – Adventurers Blackgang Chine Trip 
Friday 22nd July – Leavers Assembly 11.00am 
Friday 22nd July – School picnic and Fun Races (12.30-3.00pm) 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 
Thursday 1st September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Friday 2nd September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Monday 5th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 6th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 7th September – School reopens at 8.45am for the Autumn Term 
 
 
 
PE Kit 

From September we plan to introduce a new PE kit featuring a sweat shirt and joggers for the autumn 
and winter. This will help to promote a continuity across the school as it has been noticed that it has 
become a little bit too relaxed in some cases. The office will look into competitively priced sportswear 
and let everyone know as soon as possible. First thoughts are for navy wear. See below (the PE top 
will have our Tree logo printed on it instead)  
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST 

 
The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like for our 
wonderful school.  We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would like to 
encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything you would like 
to buy as a gift for school.  Items from this list make great end-of-term or Christmas gifts for the 
school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available and is regularly updated. 
 
Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has added a 
note to say who they are at checkout.  Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise we will not be 
able to thank you personally.  If you are buying a book and would like to write a note in the front with 
your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email address below so we can 
arrange this when your gift arrives. 
 
If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine 
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org 
 
To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School when you 
are shopping online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
mailto:mail@friendsofsthelens.org
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share


 

 

THE FOLLOWING EVENT HAS BEEN CANCELLED 
(WILDLIFE COUNT) 

 

 
 
 
 

    
 
 



 

 

Would you like to help make a positive difference to a family in 

your local community? Can you spare a couple of hours a 

week? Home-Start IOW is looking to add to our team of 

fabulous home visiting volunteers. 

We are looking for people with parenting/caring experience 

who can spare a couple of hours each week to visit a family in 

their local community to help parents cope with the challenges 

of family life. In these uncertain time parents need us more 

than ever and we are working hard to ensure that we can 

safely provide support that can make a world of difference. 

All volunteers are DBS checked and full training and support is 

given. Our new look volunteer training combines face to face 

sessions with online learning which means that training is 

more flexible to fit around you and your other commitments. 

To find out more please contact us by email 

on admin@homestartiow.org or via our 

website www.homestartisleofwight.org.uk 

We would love to hear from you. 

The lives of families on the Isle of Wight are better because of 

Home-Start - join us and be part of something special. 
        

 

mailto:admin@homestartiow.org
http://www.homestartisleofwight.org.uk/


 

 

 
 

   


