
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 

 
 

Friday 17th June 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
 

We have had an enjoyable week in the warm weather with two more sunny days on the horizon 
before back to normal on Sunday. 
 
The children have been their normal excellent best this week as demonstrated by the comments from 
the FOSH following the sponsored bounce and the teacher’s certificates   in the awards assembly. 
Friday assembly is probably my favourite event in the week especially when I have the pleasure to 
celebrate the amazing work, behavior and attitudes of the children.  
 
I was so pleased to hear from another member of the family, that Roo’s excellent behavior and 
attitude has been replicated by other family members at different times in the past.  
 
The children are always keen to share their favourite parts of the week. 
 
Thomas enjoyed writing Acrostic poems based on their RE theme in Discoverers and Theo liked 
cricket. Other children have enjoyed learning the songs for the play. 
 
Emily explained that Adventurers completed their first beach school experience of the year.  
 
The reason we have decided to train one of staff to lead the beach school is as follows: 
Beach school is a unique learning experience that aims to connect children and young people with 
their coastal environment and it is also a great way to encourage children to not only work as part of a 
team but to also explore independently and think independently. 
 
 

In Explorers they have learning about odds and even numbers. Rosie, Sam and Emily were able to 
give examples of the different types. 
 
Fleur said that Year 5 and 6 have enjoyed acting out scenes form their new class book the Island 
whereas Alex has  enjoyed painting his clay horse based on a previous text War Horse. 
 



 

 

  
 
 
 
The Island by Armin Greder 
 

 
 
 
 

 
John Marsden, Googler books, suggests it is ‘absolutely the story of our time – an amazing and 
powerful book, winner of several international awards and now available in English. 
One his 10 favourite picture books of all time. 
 
Love reading 4 kids add 
A powerful graphic novel for all ages about how human beings respond to outsiders. When the 
people of the Island discover a man and a tattered raft on their beach, they are reluctant to take him 
in. He doesn't look like them. But they cannot send him back to the sea where he will surely perish. 
Instead, they put him aside but even that doesn't solve their problem. 
 
On Friday Pioneers took place in the Bikeability training that gives everyone the confidence to cycle 
and enjoy this skill for life. Thank you to Mr Thorne for his support and guidance. 
 
Next week all clubs will continue as usual. 
 
We also have a beach safety day on Thursday and there is an opportunity for parents form Pioneers 
to attend the parents meetings to discuss the residential trip. 
 
I hear that a number of pupils are planning to attend the festival this weekend. I have been informed 
that Saturday is a good day though Mrs McDougall is a fan of Chic who are performing at 1845 - 2000 
today.  
I hope everyone enjoys the event and I look forward to comparing experiences on Monday. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
Explorers 
 
This week the Explorers have been looking at odd and even numbers. We used Polly The Parrot and 
Craig The Crocodile to investigate sharing and how odd numbers cannot be equally shared between 
the two. We also looked at Numicon and the shapes of the odd and even pieces. We looked at how 
we can half the even Numicon pieces and what half looks like. 
 
The children have been hard at work putting their writing skills to good use, making closed signs and 
warning signs in our garden as we think Swiper may have returned… They also enjoyed hunting for 
and reading messages from Swiper. 



 

 

The children have been writing on large whiteboards, large sheets of paper, writing in work books and 
making wonderful cards too this week. We have seen lots of fabulous letter formation and application 
of sounds within their independent writing. 
 
Earlier in the week, the children noticed an aeroplane in the sky and this sparked an interest in 
making their own paper aeroplanes. This involved lots of concentration and following a sequence of 
instructions. They then all had great fun racing them to see who’s went the furthest.  
The children have enjoyed being creative this week and have adapted some of their paper 
aeroplanes by creating different designs and adding features such as engines. 
 
This week we have had two short visits from Preschool during the last hour of our day. This will now 
be a regular occurrence as part of Preschool’s transition sessions. Explorers have been fabulous role 
models demonstrating to Preschool how we use our equipment and resources. 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Adventurers 
 
 

I am so impressed by the stories the children have written this week. They have applied a 
fabulous setting description to the introduction. Micah F wrote "It rained and rained. The rain was 
forming into colossal streams and waterfalls. The sky was pitch black. The roads were covered in 
water. Mr Noah began to build an ark." Max wrote "One day it rained so much it flooded the world. 
The storm was cold and dark. Mr Noah built an ark. He wanted to take the good animals and leave 
the bad animals."  All the children could recall the story accurately and also showed that they 
understood the structure of a story. A super ending to our English learning journey-well done to all the 
children. 
 

In Maths the children have focused on division. We talked about the relationship 
between multiplication and division. Then the children applied their knowledge of times tables to 
answer the division questions. For example 20 divided in 5= Could be read as how many 5's fit into 
20. The children became really quick at answering the division questions using skip counting. Some 
Year One children drew arrays to support their maths. Please continue to use times tables rock stars 
at home, this is a super site which encourages the children to work on division alongside 
multiplication. 
 
In Art the children looked at four different ways to use watercolors. They absolutely loved using white 
wax crayon to draw pictures of sea creatures then watercolor over the top. The white wax pushes the 
water colour away and due to the water colour on the page, the white wax then becomes visible. 
Atticus said "Please tell my mum what to buy, I want to do this at home!" So, you just need a white 
wax crayon and a tin of water colours! We also used blotting, salt and splatter colours to create 
different effects.  



 

 

We have focused on beach habitats in Science which linked 
nicely to our beach school. On the walk towards the beach we 
did some bird spotting, asking children which birds live near the 
coastal areas. Emily told me that some birds live close to the 
water because they might like to eat fish. During the beach 
school the children enjoyed rock pooling and identified different 
sea creatures e.g. crabs, sea anemone and limpets. During our 
beach hunt we found different types of shells such as 
periwinkles, dog whelk and oyster shells. It was beautifully sunny 
and the children had a fantastic morning. We are looking forward 
to next week already.           .

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Discoverers 
 
Mrs Leslie: 
A super week this week with lots of wonderful activities taking place. The children were all very 
excited on Tuesday and loved taking part in the Sponsored Bounce. A big thank you to the 
FOSH members who organised it. Some of the children were very competitive and were 
discussing techniques to help them gain the most bounces!  
 
In English, we have continued working towards our diary entries based around the new class text - 
Varjak Paw. We have looked at past tense and the spelling rules connected with adding the suffix -ed 
to verbs. The children have also looked at fronted adverbials and punctuated them correctly with 
commas. This is a skill they have worked hard on throughout the year and it is wonderful to see the 
progress made. 
 
In maths, the year 3s have been looking at capacity and had a wonderful session with Mrs Jenvey 
looking at estimating and measuring using measuring jugs. Unfortunately, Alba's maths book ended 
up slightly wet by the end of the session! In year 4, we continued looking at the decimal system and 
ordering numbers with two decimal places. Times table has been a big focus this week too. The year 
4 children have all tried out and practised their multiplication check.  
 
In topic, the children have compared a place in the UK to a place in Scandinavia. They enjoyed using 
the internet as a research tool and used atlases to help them with their locational knowledge. 
 
Miss Gorman: 
 
The end of this week has been rather sweltering and the children have been trying their hardest to 
focus and manage in the heat. By the time Friday afternoon had come around, we spent the 
remainder of the day under the trees and in the shade.  
 
In English, the class created some wonderfully silly sentences using a dice roll game. I particularly 
enjoyed hearing how 'The Queen was at the local zoo because she had to bake a cake in her frilly 
knickers'. This task was themed around simple, compound and complex sentence creation and using 
creative conjunctions. On Friday, we had an interactive past tense bean bag game to instill the 
correct tense changes in our day to day vocabulary.  
 
In Maths, the children worked hard to complete decimal based missing block pyramid questions. Year 
4 completely aced having to use the inverse equation for 4 digit decimals. Whilst the Year 3's 
continued their measurement work with Mrs Jenvey outdoors.  
 
We continued our wonderful sketching of scales in Art, with the children developing some great 
drawings to watercolor next week. We can't wait to design our final dragon eye tiles.  
 
Thank you for another wonderful week! Can we ask that every child remembers a sun hat and a 
water bottle for next week, as it has been so very warm today. Enjoy the weekend and stay safe in 
the sun.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Pioneers 
 

 
In Pioneers Class, this week in literacy, we have begun another book to inspire 
our writing. It is called The Island written by Armin Greder and although only a 
short -somewhat dark- tale it has much in the way of important themes such as 
discrimination, tolerance, respect, community. 
One review states  “The Island is a powerful picture book about refugees, 
xenophobia, social politics, social contact and human rights. It tackles big 
themes with a fable-like text and artwork that will provoke discussion.  
  
The first page is…  
 

In the morning the people of the island found a man sitting on the shore, there where fate and the ocean currents had 
set him and his frail raft in the night. When he saw them coming towards him, he rose to his feet. 
 
He was not like them. 
 

This week in one of their literacy  activities  children have used drama to explore what feelings a 
community feels when a stranger is dropped without warning or invitation into their land. Mrs Mc Dougall 
was impressed with their dream sequencing. 

 
In Maths we have continued to concentrate upon how best to solve 
multi step word problems. How the children are able to 
comprehensively record working out and how they can prove that they 
are right without having to look at the answers. Using reasoning and 
their ability to manipulate numbers the children may be able to use 
statements in maths  such as I know I am right because… 
I can check my methods by using the inverse operation. Eg Subtraction 
and addition, multiplication and division. 
 
As it is the summer term 2 there are inevitably lots of different things 

going on. Tuesday morning saw the rapid completion of the FOSH Annual Bounce, well done everyone 
in Pioneers. Today,  Friday is Bikeability, so a huge Thank you to parents who have squashed bikes 
into cars. 
 
On Monday 20th June may I politely remind parents of children in Year 5/6 there is an optional, short 
Parents meeting for me to try and answer any FAQs and to collect or discuss medication.  I went on a 
risk assessment visit to Avon Tyrell last Sunday and it looks amazing. A great mix of tranquil grounds: 
full of adventure. Please email me any questions if you are unable to attend. 
 

Pictures of the Take Home Task as promised. 
 

 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Lizzie Mia 

Adventurers Belle Luke 

Adventurers Barnaby Atticus 

Discoverers Bella Thomas 

Discoverers Ruby Lottie 

Pioneers Annie-May Sophia 

Pioneers Georgia-Rose Roo 
 

 
 
 
 

Attendance week from: 06/06/2022 to 10/06/2022 

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 97.3% 0 0 2 2 

Adventurers 98.1% 2 210 3 1 

Discoverers 95.7% 1 45 2 11 

Pioneers 98.5% 1 45 8 17 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 97.3 %, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

George age 8 

Theo age 9 

 
 
 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 
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Mufti Day 

On Friday 8th July there will be a non-school uniform day. 
Children may attend school in their choice of clothing and are asked to bring in a donation of 
chocolate (maximum £1 value) for the Summer Fayre chocolate tombola stall. 
  

 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
 
Thursday 23rd June – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Thursday 23rd June – Water/Beach Safety Day 
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
Thursday 30th June – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Thursday 7th July – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Friday 8th July – Mufti Day (chocolate donations please up to £1 value) 
Saturday 9th July – Mardi Gras Parade, Ryde  
Monday 11th July – Artsmark Day to Create (whole school) 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Thursday 14th July – Joanne Ryan Athlete visit (including a sponsored event) 
Friday 15th July – FOSH Summer Fayre 3-5pm 
Tuesday 19th July – KS2 Summer Play performances (1.30pm and 6.00pm) 
Wednesday 20th July – Sports Day (a.m.) 
Thursday 21st July – Adventurers Blackgang Chine Trip 
Friday 22nd July – Leavers Assembly 11.00am 
Friday 22nd July – School picnic and Fun Races (12.30-3.00pm) 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 
Thursday 1st September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Friday 2nd September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Monday 5th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 6th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 7th September – School reopens at 8.45am for the Autumn Term 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PE Kit 
From September we plan to introduce a new PE kit featuring a sweat shirt and joggers for the autumn 
and winter. This will help to promote a continuity across the school as it has been noticed that it has 
become a little bit too relaxed in some cases. The office will look into competitively priced sportswear 
and let everyone know as soon as possible. First thoughts are for navy wear. See below (the PE top 
will have our Tree logo printed on it instead)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST 
 
The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like for our 
wonderful school.  We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would like to 
encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything you would like 
to buy as a gift for school.  Items from this list make great end-of-term or Christmas gifts for the 
school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available and is regularly updated. 
 
Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has added a 
note to say who they are at checkout.  Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise we will not be 
able to thank you personally.  If you are buying a book and would like to write a note in the front with 
your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email address below so we can 
arrange this when your gift arrives. 
 
If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine 
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org 
 
To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School when you 
are shopping online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share 
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