
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 

Friday 24th June 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This week has been another enjoyable week with the children and staff all working together on a 
variety of learning opportunities. 
 
I noticed there were some tired festival goers on Monday but by Tuesday all was back to normal. 
 
I also noticed impressive attendance levels for most classes from the previous week. Well done 
everyone. 
 
Water beach safety day on Thursday was a particular highlight. The children enjoyed listening to 
Todd, a local lifeguard, who spoke about safety in water. The children remembered the importance of 
the flags in relation to possible currents as well as swimming with someone else to help ensure there 
is always another person at hand in case of emergency. 
 
On a similar theme, Adventurers loved their second visit to the beach as part of their beach school 
programme. Rock pooling was a particular favourite that involved searching for crabs and other 
marine wildlife. Atticus said’ ‘he found a red blob’ which Laura believed to be an anemone. 
 
Our local area is renowned for its range of sea life as highlighted in the National Trust article below. 
 

What might you find in the St Helens' rock 

pools? 
The limestone crevices provide shelter for whelks, limpets and periwinkles. Barnacles often encrust the rock. 

Sea anemones live in the pools and damper surfaces. 

  

Many different types of worm live in the sands, and sea squirts cling to the rocks. Small fish such as blennies 

and gobies hide among the seaweed.  

  

Different types of crab hide among the rocks. Turn over a few and see what’s hiding there. You may find a 

squat lobster or some shrimps. But please always put the rocks back in place afterwards to avoid disturbing 

living things. 

  

Try turning over seaweed too, and see what’s hiding or waiting till the tide comes in again. 

Will you find some bladderwrack seaweed? 

Rock pooling is amazing fun of course but please remember to follow the guidance below. 



 

 

Safe and responsible rock pooling 

 Please wear footwear suitable for scrambling over slippery rocks – old trainers or wellies are 
ideal 

 Some people like to use nets with long handles, but these aren’t really recommended because 
they can harm delicate animals 

 Please put rocks and seaweed back carefully where you found them, and the same way up as 
before 

 Try to avoid handling any creatures more than you need to for identification, and always return 
them back to their rock pool homes afterwards 

 Avoid getting caught out by a rising tide 
 Enjoy yourself and see what you can find 

Adventurers also enjoyed colour blending in art in relation to their class text based on the waves. 

 

Explorers had a great week too. 

  

Levi said ‘we have been making potions’. 

 

Mrs Allman explained they had been watching extracts from Zog which is  

 
A family film based on the picture book written by Julia Donaldson and illustrated by Axel Scheffler. The story of a 
keen young dragon in his first years at Dragon School 
 

The potions (medicines) were made to help to dragons who were unwell. Lizzie said she made her potion from 

dragon’s blood….. 

 

Seb and Sam also enjoyed making flags based on the message from the assembly above. 

 

Favourite lessons in Discovers were PE which Sami and Obi really liked and writing in the first person from a 

character in the class text. 

 

I have also had the chance to listen to groups of readers from Discoverers who have all impressed me with both 

their reading aloud and comprehension of the text. 

George and Rowan had a good understanding of the key messages in the texts and Alexis and Josiah were 

particularly fluent readers. 

 

Meanwhile in Pioneers they have been producing leaflets in preparation for their impending residential trip to 

Avon Tyrrell in the New Forest as well as continuing to rehearse for the school play which will performed in 

just over three weeks.  

I’m sure we will hear all about the trip on their return. 

I recall visiting the site on three different occasion in the past with different schools from Kent and the Island.  I 

know the children will thoroughly enjoy the experience. 

What am equally sure about is that parents will have a peaceful night when the children return as they will 

probably willingly want an early night for the first time in their lives. (based on many previous school trips both 

in England and a few abroad) 

 



 

 

Avon Tyrrell  

    

Avon Tyrrell is a leading outdoor learning venue dedicated to the continuous development of young 

people. With a unique heritage and beautiful site featuring a range of accommodation options, we offer an 

extensive range of inclusive outdoor activities and tailored programmes, providing young people with the 

opportunity for everyone to ‘Experience, Learn and Develop’. 

With over 40 exciting activities to experience at Avon Tyrrell, we are sure there is something that you want 

to try. Zip wire across the lake, climb a route on our climbing tower, kayak or canoe across open waters, 

learn archery and test your skills on our Archery range, learn Bushcraft survival skills and much much 

more. 

New Uniform 
During my four years at St Helens, we have combined both the St Helens shield and tree which has 
always confused me a little so I thought it was about time for continuity. 
Accordingly Kids and co, our uniform providers (minus the skirt), have sent in some free samples 
which are modelled below. Obviously the uniform is intended for our new pupils in first instance and 
will be phased in by others when the existing uniform needs replacing. Obviously if parents wish to 
buy new uniform immediately, that is their choice. 
Please note the skirts, grey trousers (or shorts), black shoes, light blue tee shirts and blue PE shorts 
will continue as normal. Some children like to wear tracksuits and sweatshirts in the winter months 
(for PE). Please make sure they are also dark blue or black. 
 

             



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

                               
 
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Mr Wake 
 
Explorers 
This week the Explorers have been busy making potions. For inspiration they have read ‘Room on 
the Broom’ and ‘Zog and the Flying Doctors’. 
They each had to draw their potions, write what it was for and what ingredients it contained. We had 
ingredients such as mermaid spit, dinosaur blood, dragon slime and polar bear snow and of course 
the usuals…rats tails and frogs. The determination and speed of the children writing their potions was 
impressive, I think this may have been due to the excitement of wanting to make the potions 
afterwards. The children had to think about what equipment they needed to scoop, mix and pour with. 
We had lots of pipettes, funnels, scoops, spoons, measuring beakers to choose from. 
We also re visited capacity, exploring if their potions were full, half full, nearly full and so on. 
We were lucky to have a visit from Ryde 
 lifeguards this week. Todd who is a lifeguard in Ryde spoke to the whole school about beach and 
sun safety. He discussed all areas of beach safety and how they can keep safe this summer. 
He also told the children that if you do not have phone signal, which can often happen at Compton 
Bay to call 112. By using the 112 number it is able to retrieve signal from France and bounce back to 
the UK. 
After the assembly the children came back to class and painted the different beach safety flags, 
competed a spot the hazard awareness worksheet and a cutting activity which involved carefully 
cutting out different items they would need to keep safe in the sun. We also watched video from 
Soltan sun safe schools about applying sun cream correctly. 
https://soltansunready.com/for-schools/newsletter-sun-safety-top-tips/newsletter-sun-safety-top-tips 
https://soltansunready.com/for-schools/bring-out-the-sun-cream-song 
Now we have spoken about the beach and sun cream hopefully our nice weather will continue to 
stay… have a lovely weekend. 
 
 
 



 

 

Adventurers 

 
 
A very busy week full of happy children! In science we have continued to focus on coastal habitats 
and our beach school has been an excellent opportunity for children to put their scientific enquiry 
skills to work. Great questioning, observations and identifying happening during the rock pooling. 
Whilst at beach school the children also enjoyed having time to lead their own learning and choose 
how to spend part of the session, most children wanted to create models using the wet sand and 
some wanted to go treasure hunting to continue to identify different shells, look for fossils and sea 
glass. Mrs Yardley completed her first day on the beach school training and brought back loads of 
fantastic ideas for teaching and learning at beach school. We tried out a beach parachute/den with all 
the children, this was great fun. This can be used for beach school if you need a cover from the rain 
or sun, or a first aid tent. I will place the video onto our website, there were loads of giggles and the 
children thought it was a great den.  
In English we have started our new text called the Emperor's Egg. We have focused on writing 
questions, researching facts then writing factual statements and using different sentence openers. 
Next week we shall start putting together a class information booklet about Emperor Penguins. The 
children have discovered some fascinating facts about Emperor Penguins such as; Male Emperor 
penguins make special milk to give the chicks (Emily).  
In maths we have investigated the names and properties of 2D and 3D shapes, we also explored the 
symmetry in 2D shapes. 
In art children put together the skills they had worked on during their learning journey to create a 
beautiful watercolour of beach waves. These will go on display in the classroom. 
Next Friday is our class teddy bear picnic, the children have worked hard in class and filled the 
marble jar up to their first award. So they can bring in a teddy bear/soft toy alongside their packed 
lunch. There are baguettes that can be ordered on Fridays instead of a packed lunch. Mrs Yardley 
and I will bring along an extra treat for the children.  
Have a lovely weekend. 

                                         



 

 

Discoverers – Mrs Leslie 
Firstly, I want to say a huge congratulations to all the pupils in Year 4 for completing their 
multiplication check. A special mention to Theo, who came in when feeling really poorly. The progress 
being made by all the pupils with their times table is excellent and I am so proud of all the children! 
Although the check is completed, we will continue to focus on them right up until the end of term. 
 
In maths, we have been focusing on area and perimeter. Well done for Liam and Evie who guessed 
the perimeter of the classroom to the nearest metre! They managed to beat the teachers! Well done 
for Tessa who was the closest child when guessing the perimeter of a class exercise book. We have 
focused on using the correct unit of measurement when recording answers (cm/m/km). I tried to catch 
the children out a couple of times, but didn’t manage to with George - well done for recognising it had 
changed to measuring in metres! 
 
In English, the children have started to plan and write their diary entries from the view of Varjak - the 
cat in our class text. We discussed the purpose of a diary entry and the success criteria looking at 
examples form a range of diary entries. The children all ten completed a story map of what Varjak (a 
house cat) got up to when he ventured over the garden wall. Ruby and Lylah contributed some 
fantastic ideas including some impressive vocabulary. 
 
In science, the children are problem solving using lenses. We looked at how telescopes work, who 
invented them and why we use them. They then were given a problem to solve which involves 
designing and making telescopes using different lenses. The children were all very enthusiastic and 
are all ready to test their designs next week. 
 
We have been making the most of the fantastic weather and doing some reading groups and quiet 
reading outside using our lovely new reading benches that the FOSH have kindly donated. Thank you 
so much to everyone for contributing to FOSH events and for all the fundraising. The benches are 
proving very popular already! 
 
Discoverers – Miss Gorman 
t’s been a fab end to the week. I had the pleasure of listening to some of the class practising for the 
play with the Pioneers and Mrs McDougall on Thursday. They were brilliant!!  
 
The class were fantastic in Maths, we’ve been focusing on creating and interpreting data using bar 
charts and line graphs. Katy excelled in explaining the features of line graphs and I was reminded that 
the year 4’s should be experts as they had already covered looking at line graphs with Mrs Leslie in 
topic this year.  
 
In English, we continued our work on the lovely and descriptive diary entries the children have 
created. I’m blown away by some of the work. Special mentions to Rowan (who hadn’t had the same 
length of planning time as some of his peers), but has created a cracking diary entry. I was equally as 
impressed by the ideas expressed by Alexis, Alba and George.  
 
The children enjoyed an extra session of PSHE this week, with Mrs Allman arranging for the Ryde 
Lifeguards to come in and talk about beach safety. The class relayed some amazing facts in regards 
to what each flag means, alongside what not to do! Ruby was a great example of someone who was 
definitely listening, when she explained to Mr Wake in assembly that you must swim where it’s wavy, 
as a calm patch of the sea might have rip tides.  
 
Thanks for another brilliant week! I can’t wait to see the progress everyone makes next week.  



 

 

Pioneers 
This week in Pioneers we have mainly been looking forward to our Residential next week.  
As the Pioneers parents already know this year we are beginning a bi-annual residential for Year 5 and 
6. 
 
Our residential provider this year is  Avon Tyrrell Outdoor Activity Centre. 
Address:  Bransgore, New Forest, BH23 8EE  tel no 01425 672347 email info@ukyouth.org 
 
The trip has been organised to take place from Monday 27th June – Wednesday 29th June (two nights) 
there are 25 children and 3 adults. 
These are our activities 
  

  Activity Activity Activity  

Date Time  Group A Group B Group C 

Monday 27th  13:45 -15:15 Shelter Building Shelter Building High Ropes  

 15:30 - 17:00 High Ropes  High Ropes  Shelter Building  

 19:30 -21:00 Night 

Orienteering  

Night 

Orienteering  

Night 

Orienteering  

     

Tuesday 28th 09:15- 10:45 Climbing Wall  Climbing Wall  Raft Building  

 11:00 12:30 Free Free Climbing Wall  

 13:45 -15:15 Zip Wire Raft Building 1 Free 

 15:30 - 17:00 Raft Building  Zip Wire Archery  

 19:30 -21:00 Bushcraft Bushcraft Bushcraft 

     

Wednesday 

29th 

09:15- 10:45 Archery  Archery   Zip Wire 

 

In literacy we have been writing a leaflet - in a child friendly style - for other children to understand the 
benefits of Avon Tyrell. In maths we have been looking at the 24 hour clock and using this knowledge 
to read and calculate times using timetables.  
On Monday we sang with the Music Service: the IOW Biosphere songs. Whilst in Science on 
Wednesday we were thinking about our hearts and taking our pulses: before and after exercise. As 
always some children found it difficult to find their own pulse, but became fascinated when they were 
successful. 
 
The children also created a representation of the heart and its blood vessels:using the play 
equipment outside under the shade of the trees.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is an example of the heart and its function  being explained 
to other children. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 and 6 Photography Exhibition  
Please find below some details about a children's Photography exhibition to be held at Bembridge 
Community Centre in July 2022. 
This is an opportunity for Year 5 and 6 children to enter by the closing date of Friday 8th July a 
minimum of 3 photographs (maximum of 5) on a subject of their choice.  Many children took some 
excellent photos during lockdown, so why not enter some of them? 
 

PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBITION.  
                                 TO BE HELD AT THE BEMBRIDGE YOUTH COMMUNITY CENTRE. BYCC.   

 
We invite primary school students who are interested in photography to take photographs of any 
subject that is important to them. They are advised to edit their photographs using whatever they 
can to enhance the resulting image.  
 
 For the exhibition. 

1. There is a limit of 5 photographs per student. With a minimum of 3 photos per student. 
2. The photos should be on A 4 or A 5 photographic paper. Glossy or matt. Portrait or Landscape. 
3. A title or description should be attached to each image.  
4. We suggest that the images are mounted on mounting board.  

 
Bill Bristow. 
Chairman of the BYCC. 
Park, Steyne, Steyne Rd, Bembridge PO35 5SL 
 
07905155670. 
billbristow1@mac.com. 
 
If any child is interested in this opportunity please bring your photographs to school on or before 
Friday 8th July.  
 
 

mailto:billbristow1@mac.com


 

 

THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Alfred Emily 

Adventurers Frazer Belle 

Adventurers Micah M Thomas 

Discoverers Hannah Alba 

Discoverers Nikola Theo 

Pioneers Hannah Annabelle 

Pioneers Harvey Alex M 

 
 
 

Attendance week from: 13/06/2022 to 17/06/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 98.7% 0 0 0 2 

Adventurers 97.6% 0 0 2 3 

Discoverers 97.3% 1 20 0 8 

Pioneers 91.2% 0 0 4 19 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 95.9%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Alexander D age 8 

Micah M age 8 

 
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
 
 

Mufti Day 
On Friday 8th July there will be a non-school uniform day. 
Children may attend school in their choice of clothing and are asked to bring in a donation of 
chocolate (maximum £1 value) for the Summer Fayre chocolate tombola stall. 
  
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 27th to Wednesday 29th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
Thursday 30th June – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Thursday 7th July – KS1 Beach School (a.m.) 
Friday 8th July – Mufti Day (chocolate donations please up to £1 value) 
Saturday 9th July – Mardi Gras Parade, Ryde  



 

 

Monday 11th July – Artsmark Day to Create (whole school) 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Thursday 14th July – Joanne Ryan Athlete visit (including a sponsored event) 
Friday 15th July – FOSH Summer Fayre 3-5pm 
Tuesday 19th July – KS2 Summer Play performances (1.30pm and 6.00pm) 
Wednesday 20th July – Sports Day (a.m.) 
Thursday 21st July – Adventurers Blackgang Chine Trip 
Friday 22nd July – Leavers Assembly 11.00am 
Friday 22nd July – School picnic and Fun Races (12.30-3.00pm) 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 
Thursday 1st September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Friday 2nd September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Monday 5th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 6th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 7th September – School reopens at 8.45am for the Autumn Term 
 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
 
 

Family Employment Advice Service. 

 

 

Are you a parent, aged 18 years+ and are considering your options of securing paid or 
unpaid work but don’t know where to start? 
We have a friendly and supportive Employment Advisor ready to support you in this 
journey, every step of the way! 
Offering free childcare for the duration of your appointments, we look at every aspect of 
your journey seeking employment including help in increasing your confidence, advice 
and guidance, signposting to any other services, as well as practical support with CV’s 
and job applications etc. 
If this sounds like the type of support you would like to receive, you can contact us directly 
by calling Tina on 07896 342 860 or email feas@oseliow.org.uk  
We look forward to working with you! 
 

The FEAS project is part-funded by the European Social Fund. 

        
 

   

mailto:feas@oseliow.org.uk

