ST HELENS PRIMARY
Friday 15th July 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
The newsletter will have a slightly different look this week. We are trialing photographs to represent
the fantastic opportunities in the classes though some teachers may still wish to add a few lines.
The summer has arrived and we have enjoyed a week of balmy weather. Let’s hope the good
weather continues when the school breaks up on the 22nd July.
On Monday the forecast is suggesting the temperature may increase to 31 Celsius.
The FOSH have kindly erected 6 gazebos (I understand they found the sun-baked ground good
opposition and enjoyed the challenge!).
The shade stations will be available for the summer fayre, sports day and general use until the end of
term which is very handy.
This provides plenty of additional shade and the potential for ‘temporary outside classrooms’ if the
rooms get a little too warm.
The children will be encouraged to stay hydrated throughout the day. Can I also suggest that sun
cream is applied to exposed skin before children come to school?
We will also suggest that pupils wear PE kit or school shorts and polo shirt if they have them on the
warm days. The girls may be happy in the summer dress uniform as this is light.

The Curriculum
We welcomed Joanne Ryan to the school on Thursday who spoke about her experience, training and
life as an athlete. The children enjoyed working with her, learning starting techniques, hurdling and
much more.
She loved visiting the school and very much appreciated the sponsorship.
Dawson said he found it very inspirational and thought the session may inspire many others in the
future.
Hopefully we can continue the relationship in the future with further visits. Thank you for all of her
efforts.

Day to create on Monday was highly successful .
Day to Create is a special Artsmark community day designed to support and celebrate children and
young people’s ideas, imagination and creativity through whole-school arts activity.
The children were able to use all their imagination and had a great time being innovative.
On Monday we also had visitors from Bembridge library who introduced Gadgeteers – The summer
reading challenge across the island. Many children expressed an interest in continuing their reading
during the summer and would love to visit the many libraries across the island during the holidays.
For further information please refer to the link summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
Transition Days were very successful.
Year 6 attended their new schools on Tuesday and Wednesday. Harvey is already looking forward to
the find the flag event on his first day at the Bay.
We also welcomed our new Explorers for another visit who made a good impression on the teachers
who are already looking forward to September.
The move up day at school took place where pupils were able to meet their new teachers. Mr Popple
came in to meet the new Discoverers and the new teaching assistants will be joining us next week for
a day’s visit.
Today we have the latest Summer Fayre. The FOSH have been hard at work making all the
preparations. The stocks actually sound like a good idea and should be a nice ‘cooling off’
opportunity. I did however notice that Sami had a particular glint in his eyes this morning when he
checked that I had agreed to the task….
Next week is certainly a week to look forward to.
On Monday and Tuesday Key Stage 2 will be performing their play to the school and parents.
Adult performances are on Tuesday at 1330 and 1800. Fans are at the ready but we do not
have any air-conditioning units unfortunately!
On Tuesday Mrs Lacey is celebrating her final day with an Explorers carnival fun day
On Wednesday we have sports day. The weather is expected to reach 21/22 Celsius in the
morning which make is perfect.
On Thursday Adventurers are off to Blackgang Chine and EYFS on a beach trip and finally
On Friday we are finally able to reintroduce our picnic and fun race

The Picnic
All families are welcome to eat a lovely picnic of their making on the school grounds with their
children. At 1345 we will have the Year 6 fun race.
Can parents of Year 6 remember to wrap a box of ‘interesting clothes’ for their race.
The children tackle an obstacle course involving jumping skipping and running.
Mid way down the track the pupils will reach their box. They rip off the paper, put on the
clothes and race to the end.
At the end of the races, children with parents can stay and return to their picnic or leave
slightly early if they wish. But not before 1400.
Teachers and staff will be available to look after children until 1500 if required of course.
Have a great weekend.
Mr Wake

Explorers
This week the Explorers enjoyed Day To Create where they shared the story of 'Whatever Next' and
designed and made rockets from a variety of different materials. They were amazed by Joanne Ryan
and her rocket speed running and loved looking at all of her medals. They all said she is the fastest
runner they have ever seen and were in complete awe of her talent.
They also had great fun rehearsing and then later performing their summer show - Big Emotions. I
think I speak for parents and teachers when I say we were in complete awe of the children's talent.
Well done Explorers.

Adventurers

Pioneers
This week in Pioneers we had a varied week as always.
Monday saw the whole school take part in an Artsmark inspired Day to Create. As expected Pioneers
creative juices were flowing and the children became engrossed in creating a range of objects and
pieces using a diverse range of materials and media. Including an oversized but working pencil, a huge
rubber A large ( ruler) bone. A representational model of a creatively “ exploded” brain. An electrical
installation to illustrate the child’s love of science. A replica of Endurance, a compass inspired by Zoe
in Floodland ( one of our books) A night and day collage. as well as sketching and painting
Transition day on Tuesday saw the children in their future selves as Year 5 and 6 applying for
classroom jobs. The application forms are being considered now and the full list of successful
candidates will be revealed when we return after the summer holidays. These roles will be refreshed
each term.
Tuesday afternoon also saw the last sailing session for Year 5 at Seaview and I am particularly grateful
for the sterling support shown by parents throughout this extended period. By willingly volunteering to
take and collect your children , this meant that the whole course was free.!!
All children in KS2 have been busily practising the end of school production , many thanks to all the
parents who have organised their child’s costume, we are very grateful. I know that I am really looking
forward to the production next week 9 even if it may prove even sweatier than normal)
Next week ….
On Thursday 21st July the Pioneers and Discoverers classes have a Den Building morning planned for exceptional
overall class behaviour during their Spring & Summer Terms. For the last Thursday of term, we invite the class to
wear their own non-school uniform. We are really thrilled to provide this exciting opportunity for our KS2 children
and value your support.
We look forward to seeing some of the structures that the children create. However, in order for this to go ahead,
we will need the children to bring in some supplies. Suggestions for the day include (but are not limited to) the
following;


Pegs, bed sheets, den kits, cargo nets, blankets, large cardboard boxes, cushions, rope, string, ground
sheets, runner-bean poles, small pop up tents (the child must be able to put this up and take this down
without adult support).

Any materials that are brought into school, will need to be taken home at the end of the day. We would also love
for the children to bring in reading books and simple card games to go alongside their time within their dens.
Should you have any questions about this planned activity, please do not hesitate to contact me directly. Thank
you,

Attendance week from: 04/07/2022 to 08/07/2022
Class

Attendance

Late Arrivals

Minutes Lost Through
Lateness

Unauthorised
Absences

Authorised
Absences

Explorers
Adventurers
Discoverers
Pioneers

98.7%
81.4%
97%
97.3%

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
8
0
3

2
31
9
4

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 93.8%, which is below
the national expectation of 96%

If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we
have to follow it up.
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils)

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes fillings cheese, tuna or ham.
MENU CHANGE – THURSDAY 21ST JULY WILL BE FRIDAYS MENU (FISH
FINGERS & CHIPS ETC)
FRIDAY 22ND JULY WILL BE THE WHOLE SCHOOL PICNIC – BAGUETTES ONLY
WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ORDER

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen.

Recipe of the Week
Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may
like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your
photos (and reviews) of our recipes to
admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the
newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you
would like to share with the school community, please email
them to the above address.

Dates for Your Diary
Tuesday 19th July – Explorers Carnival Fun day
Tuesday 19th July – KS2 Summer Play performances (1.30pm and 6.00pm)
Wednesday 20th July – Sports Day (9.30am – 12.00)
Thursday 21st July – KS2 Den building morning
Thursday 21st July – Discoverers Reward afternoon
Thursday 21st July – Adventurers Blackgang Chine Trip
Thursday 21st July – EYFS Beach trip (pm)(weather dependant)
Friday 22nd July – Leavers Assembly 11.00am
Friday 22nd July – School picnic and Fun Races (12.30-3.00pm)
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break
Thursday 1st September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children
Friday 2nd September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children
Monday 5th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children
Tuesday 6th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children
Wednesday 7th September – School reopens at 8.45am for the Autumn Term

Textile Bank
Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes,
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.

Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and
information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk

FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST
The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like for our
wonderful school. We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would like to
encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything you would like
to buy as a gift for school. Items from this list make great end-of-term or Christmas gifts for the
school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available and is regularly updated.
Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has added a
note to say who they are at checkout. Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise we will not be
able to thank you personally. If you are buying a book and would like to write a note in the front with
your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email address below so we can
arrange this when your gift arrives.
If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org
To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School when you
are shopping online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share

Free Entry Day
Free entry day at Newport Roman Villa on Saturday 16 July
to celebrate the Festival of Archaeology.
No booking is required just drop in between 10.30am –
2.30pm. For families there will be a photo trail, a sand pit
excavation and hands on activities.
Bring along any archaeological finds to be identified by the
local Finds Liaison Officer – and view some of the incredible
archaeological finds found on the Isle of Wight.
Newport Roman Villa, Cypress Road, Newport, PO301HA. 01983 529720
– museums@iow.gov.uk
www.iwight.com/museums

