
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 

 
 

Friday 8th July 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It is nice to back after a few days enforced absence. 
 
The children have been on good form and I’ve enjoyed watching a couple of lessons this week. In 
Explorers halving and doubling as well as general number work was the order of the day. Oliver and 
Athena-Rose impressed with their counting and Rosie was  great with her ability to measure halves 
by filling up a container of water 
Seb was able to quadruple single digit numbers. Yes really. And Elena was explain halve a shape by 
cutting into two equal parts. Thank you Explorers and teachers. 
 
In Discoverers it was all about adding and subtracting decimals. Alexis was very speedy with a sum 
such as £10.00 - £3.38 and Bella looked terrified when I asked her to solve £100.00 - £28.76. 
However with very little support she worked out the answer of £71.24. 
Thank you Discoverers and Miss Gorman. 
 
Assembly was a pleasure as usual with two sets of certificates. We had three children who received 
two awards which was very impressive. Lottie, Milly and Ria great work for your consistency over two 
weeks. 
 
Pioneers spoke about their amazing residential trip which they loved and can look forward to  happy 
memories for years to come. 
 
Unfortunately that will be the last one until September as the school play will take precedence next 
week and the final Friday is reserved for the Year 6 children. 
 
Next week will be a very exciting week. The play will be in full swing of course but there are lots of 
other events too. 
 
On Monday we have the day to create day which will be full of excitement I’m sure. 
 

Day to Create St Helens Primary School  
Monday 11th July  



 

 

Day to Create is a special Artsmark community day designed to support and celebrate 
children and young people’s ideas, imagination and creativity through whole-school arts 

activity.  
 
 
We also have transitions for all children, with Year 6 visiting their new schools on Tuesday and 
Wednesday and our new Explorers visiting for a second visit. 
 
We also have Joanne, the professional athlete joining us as well as  the summer Fayre at the end of 
school on Friday. 
 
We may have a visit from Bembridge library – if we can fit it in – as we all want to encourage lots of 
reading during the summer of course. 
 
On Saturday the Ryde Mardi Gras is back in action. We have a larger than usual group of participants 
joining the parade. I know Mrs Rees and Mrs Maloney are particularly excited. I’m sure they will look 
forward to seeing familiar faces in the audience. 
It looks like a promising day in terms of weather which is always a bonus. 
Thank you again for all the adult helpers who have given up hours of their time to prepare for the 
event. 
 
Another than you must go the amazing FOSH. The sponsored bounce raised an anomalous 
£1865.06. Thank you so much for your continued hard work and support. 
 
 
Please remember to keep a look out for all of the events during the next two weeks at school as we 
have many fun activities to look forward to including the picnic on the last day of term. 
 
I hope everyone has a great weekend. 
 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
Explorers 
 

This week we have had some interesting visitors enter the Explorers classroom. 
Some have had feathers, some have had shells and others have been furry. As you might have 
guessed, it’s been Pet week this week and the children have been so excited to have different 
animals visit us at school. 
 
We had Emily and her dog Bailey who was very good at performing tricks. Jude and his dog 
Beau,  who now over the years has a few pet week visits under her collar. 
Alfred bought his two chickens in and told us all about where they live on his farm and the children 
had the opportunity to feed them too. 
Our final visit was from Sam’s tortoises, Topsy and Toby. They loved exploring our garden and eating 
lots of fruit and vegetables. Preschool joined us as well for this visit and it was lovely to see all the 
children together, so engaged and excited about our two shelled visitors. 



 

 

 
This week the children have learnt lots of different things regarding these animals’ routines, 
hibernations, sleep routines, diet, likes, dislikes how to care for and be responsible owners. They 
have had the opportunity to think of and ask questions they wanted know about the different animals 
who visited this week. 
 
 
Thank you for giving up your time to bring your pets in and talk to the children about them. The 
children have really enjoyed this experience. 
 
This week the children have been writing animal or pet related sentences and drawing pictures to 
accompany their written work. 
 
In Maths the children have been halving groups of toy animals into different pens, working out if the 
number of animals they had can be halved equally and deciding if the number is odd or even. 
 
Next week the Explorers have planned to perform a medley of songs they have been learning over 
the last few weeks from our ‘Big Emotions’ music project. They have made props and have been 
practicing the routine of their performance which will be on Wednesday to the rest of the school. 
We have been so impressed with their level of concentration and organisation. 
Well done Explorers, have a lovely weekend. 
 
 
Adventurers 
 
Adventurers have enjoyed a story called “How to find Gold” by Viviane Schwarz. They made treasure 
maps with all sorts of obstacles such as sinking sand, exploding volcanoes, evil mermaid infested 
water, icy mountains and dark caves. Then they revised the spelling rules for adding “ing” and used 
verbs to describe how the main characters moved across the island on their treasure hunt. Finally 
they retold the story using a picture board.  
 
In Maths we have focused on adding numbers using a number line. Year 2 children were encouraged 
to make leaps of multiple ten on the number line eg make a 30 jump instead of three tens. They also 
drew their own number lines. Year 1 used laminated number lines and started to add two 2digit 
numbers, some children made unit jumps to add and others started to make ten jumps. This was also 
a good opportunity to work on place value for some children eg finding a number from 0-100 on the 
number line.  
 
In Science we focused on rock pool habitats and what animals we would find there. It was a great 
opportunity to discuss our own experiences of rock pooling at beach school and think about creatures 
in our local environment. 
 
We really enjoyed the Art lesson on Monday, the children made Emperor Penguins using clay. They 
worked on joining techniques and smoothing the clay into body shapes. We now have a little row of 
penguins enjoying the sunshine in our class!  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Discoverers 
 
Mrs Leslie: 
Another busy week in Discoverers Class! The children are very focused and have had an excellent 
attitude to their learning this week. We have continued looking at money in maths and using formal 
written methods to work out the change from £10 and £100. I was really impressed with Blossom and 
Lylah, who managed to get on independently. Well done! 
 
In English, we have been looking at our new class text - Flotsam. We looked at verbs that could be 
used to describe the boys action and looked at how we could use these to created sentences with 
fronted adverbials- using commas to correctly punctuate them! We talked about powerful verbs and 
the children came up with some excellent examples that included: investigated, developed, explored. 
 
In science, the children looked at the life cycle of a star! They create posters and labelled them 
correctly. 
 
Please could the children start bringing in any books they may have at home that belong to either the 
school library bus or the class book shelf. 
 
Miss Gorman: 

We’ve had a fabulous end to the week, the class have tried so hard to focus on their work. We’ve 
been very impressed. Even in this heat!  
 
We’ve continued our narrative planning in English and some of their ideas for their underwater 
pictures have been fantastic. Lylah, Tessa and Rueben worked so well.  
 
In Maths, it’s been a challenging end of the week for the class. Some of our year 4’s have been really 
pushing themselves and have really smashed it!! Undertaking Year 6 level SATS paper questions 
involving money and decimals. It’s been fantastic to hear how well they’ve been doing from Mrs 
Jenvey.  
 
The play rehearsals are now well and truly in full swing, we’re so close now. The class have been 
incredibly well behaved. Letters have gone home with the children today, talking about our reward 
celebration for such exceptional behaviour. Alongside a letter discussing our upcoming SRE and 
puberty lesson next week.  
 
Have a fabulous weekend!  
 
 
Pioneers 
 
This week in Pioneers we have been thinking about our book The Island and writing poetry in the form 
of Haikus and acrostics. The Island is a dark and gloomy place with intolerant and narrowed minded, 
discriminating  residents, so the children were great at being able to capture that desolate, sombre , 
unwelcoming environment.  
I am sure you remember that a haiku is (originally Japanese) a three line poem which has a total   17 
syllables; in the formation of 5,7,5. Whilst an acrostic poem requires the first letter from the first word 
in  each line to spell a word or words ( in this case THE  ISLAND)  
 



 

 

Cold, rough villagers. 
Life is gritty and grimy, 
So unwelcoming. 
 

Dark,solitary, 
Unwelcoming, gloomy place. 
Harsh atmosphere here.   
         

 

Terrified children 

Hellish waves 

Endless suffering 

In endless waves 

Stupid minds  

Lice are free 

                                      A loud scream 

                                      No nice to be found 

                                      Dead birds fill the ground 
 

In Maths we have been looking at identifying and calculating angles; reflex, acute and obtuse. We now 
understand that we can calculate angles around a point ( 360) or a straight line (180). 

 
In Art this week we were looking at shading techniques ; light and shade and how to achieve this by 
controlling the pressure on our drawing pencils.This lesson was again influenced by the dark charcoal 
drawn images in our book. 
 
On Tuesday afternoon Year 5 had a great opportunity to work in a science lab at The Bay Secondary 
School site. Transport was kindly arranged , Miss Ryan and I accompanied the children. In the lab the 
children were instructed by Mrs Manning in laboratory  safety and they were also able to have a go at 
filtering a rock salt solution and then evaporating  the salt from the solution using bunsen burners. 
Goggles were worn throughout the session and the children were complimented on their safe and 
sensible  behaviour. 
  
As we are coming to the end of this term ; a time of transition and looking forward to Year 5 returning 
as Year  6. I thought maybe that this is an ideal time to share with you the timetable of Open Evenings 
for secondary schools in the Autumn Term , so you can save some dates. Given your wide choice of 
secondary schools on the Isle of Wight I would recommend going to as many evenings as you can.  

Isle of Wight Secondary Colleges 2022-23 Open Day/Evening dates 
School/College Date Time 

Carisbrooke College 27/09/2022 Y6 open evening 5-8pm 

Christ the King College 21/09/2022 
 
02/11/2022 

Y6 open evening at 3.30pm 
 
6th Form open evening 4pm 

Island Free School 8/10/2022 Timings and further details to be confirmed in September 



 

 
Medina College 20/09/2022 Y6 open evening 5-8pm 

Ryde Academy 05/10/2022 
 

Y6 open evening 4-7pm 

Ryde School 08/10/2022 
&  

04/02/2023 
 

 

 

10-12.30pm 
Parents are requested to register via website 
https://www.rydeschool.org.uk/admissions/open-days-visits or by emailing 
admissions@rydeschool.net 
 

St George’s School n/a Specifically arranged visits 

The Bay CE School 06/10/2022 Y6 open evening – time tbc 

The Priory School of our 
Lady Walsingham 

n/a Don’t hold open days. Ring up to make an appointment for a show round. Marion 
Ahmed – Tel: 861222 or email: mail@prioryschool.org.uk 

 

 

Photo of the class at the residential ( I am compiling some powerpoints from the many photos taken) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.rydeschool.org.uk/admissions/open-days-visits
mailto:admissions@rydeschool.net
mailto:mail@prioryschool.org.uk


 

 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Seb Rosie 

Adventurers Lottie Ria 

Adventurers Taylor Atticus 

Discoverers Blossom Alex D 

Discoverers Milly A Pippa 

Pioneers Dawson Fleur 

Pioneers Sarah Daniel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance week from: 27/6/2022 to 01/07/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 98% 0 0 1 2 

Adventurers 97.6% 0 0 0 5 

Discoverers 98% 0 0 2 4 

Pioneers 96.2% 0 0 6 4 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 97.4%, which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Thomas age 7 

William age 5 

 

 
School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 
MENU CHANGE – THURSDAY 21ST JULY WILL BE FRIDAYS MENU (FISH 

FINGERS & CHIPS ETC) 
 

FRIDAY 22ND JULY WILL BE THE WHOLE SCHOOL PICNIC – BAGUETTES ONLY 
WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ORDER 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 

 

 
  

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

Mardi Gras Parade  
 

 
 
  
Come along and watch this wonderful parade which of 
course includes children and grown-ups from St Helens 
Primary’s Carnival Club 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Dates for Your Diary 

 
 

Saturday 9th July – Mardi Gras Parade 3pm, Ryde  
Monday 11th July – Artsmark Day to Create (whole school) 
Tuesday 12th July – Whole school transition day 
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days 
Thursday 14th July – Joanne Ryan Athlete visit (including a sponsored event) 
Friday 15th July – FOSH Summer Fayre 3-5pm 
Tuesday 19th July – Explorers Carnival Fun day 
Tuesday 19th July – KS2 Summer Play performances (1.30pm and 6.00pm) 
Wednesday 20th July – Sports Day (a.m.) 
Thursday 21st July – KS2 Den building morning 
Thursday 21st July – Discoverers Reward afternoon 
Thursday 21st July – Adventurers Blackgang Chine Trip 
Thursday 21st July – EYFS Beach trip (pm)(weather dependant) 
Friday 22nd July – Leavers Assembly 11.00am 
Friday 22nd July – School picnic and Fun Races (12.30-3.00pm) 
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break 



 

 

Thursday 1st September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Friday 2nd September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Monday 5th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 6th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 7th September – School reopens at 8.45am for the Autumn Term 
 
 
 
New Groovy Grandad book  
 
Local author Margaret Young has informed us of some exciting news – her third book, Groovy 
Grandad Works his Magic is published this week!  

It’s available online from Amazon and most book suppliers and to order from Waterstones in Newport. 
 
 
 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  

 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST 

 
The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like for our 
wonderful school.  We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would like to 
encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything you would like 
to buy as a gift for school.  Items from this list make great end-of-term or Christmas gifts for the 
school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available and is regularly updated. 
 
Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has added a 
note to say who they are at checkout.  Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise we will not be 
able to thank you personally.  If you are buying a book and would like to write a note in the front with 
your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email address below so we can 
arrange this when your gift arrives. 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine 
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org 
 
To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School when you 
are shopping online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share 
 

 
 

Free Entry Day 
 

Free entry day at Newport Roman Villa on Saturday 16 July 
to celebrate the Festival of Archaeology. 
  
No booking is required just drop in between 10.30am – 
2.30pm. For families there will be a photo trail, a sand pit 
excavation and hands on activities. 
  
Bring along any archaeological finds to be identified by the 
local Finds Liaison Officer – and view some of the incredible 
archaeological finds found on the Isle of Wight. 
  

Newport Roman Villa, Cypress Road, Newport, PO301HA. 01983 529720 
– museums@iow.gov.uk      www.iwight.com/museums    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mail@friendsofsthelens.org
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share
mailto:museums@iow.gov.uk
http://www.iwight.com/museums


 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
        
 

   


