
                                                         
ST HELENS PRIMARY

Friday 1st July 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a strange week. On Monday I had a great day starting with assembly and finishing with a lovely 
reading group from Discoverers.
And that was it for me for the week.

Despite getting dressed and about to drive to work on Tuesday, my conscience got the better of me 
and I begrudgingly followed the medical advice due to a positive LFT and stayed home against my 
wishes. 

Thankfully I can return on Monday. 

I have to thank the staff for all their efforts this week.
I’m sure the parents and children in Pioneers have already thanked Mrs Maloney, Mrs McDougall and 
Miss Ryan for their efforts at the residential. The staff volunteered to spend their own time away from 
their families in order to help provide an amazing opportunity for the children. Mrs Maloney has 
already communicated how much she enjoyed the trip and how amazing the children were.

From my previous experiences, you certainly see a new side to the children and although there is 
often reservations from some children – and even their parents, the opportunity is something which 
lives with the children for a very long time. 

Thank you also to the rest of the staff at school for their efforts. For the first time I will read the 
newsletter to find out things I haven’t actually witnessed firsthand.

I know we have lots of amazing opportunities planned for the rest of term so please keep a look out 
for all the events and news.

Staffing

Unfortunately there are a number of staff who are bidding farewell to St Helens at the end of term and 
therefore we will be welcoming a few new faces in September.

Between the four departees, they must have accumulated over 30 years working at our amazing 
school.



Mrs Leslie’s weekly commute will finally end this time when she starts her new job in Hampshire in 
the new term, Mrs Lacey is looking for further new opportunities to inspire her, Mrs Hickmott is 
returning to her former managerial position in her new employment and Mrs Shenton is also looking 
for different adventures when she is not teaching elsewhere.

I am sure that the whole school community would like to join me in thanking them all for their 
wonderful efforts during my time at St Helens and in some cases many years before that.

On a positive side, I am pleased to say we will be able to welcome new staff to the team with effect 
from September.

Although subject to change, plan A should look like this

Explorers:

Class Teachers - Mrs Allman and Mrs Callaghan 
Teaching Assistant/HLTA - Mrs Sharp

Adventurers:

Class Teacher - Mrs Rees and Miss Gorman 
Teaching Assistant/HLTA - Mrs Yardley

There are also a number of additional adults who will be provide support for individual pupils, small 
groups or general support as directed by the teacher

Teaching Assistants - Mrs Rue, Mrs Ferrier and Mr Edser

Key Stage 1/2/EYFS Teaching Assistant Mrs Ashdown

Discoverers:
 
Class teacher - Mr Popple
Teaching assistant/HLTA - Mrs Jenvey

Pioneers:

Class Teacher - Mrs Maloney
Teaching Assistant/HLTA - Mrs McDougall

Key Stage 2 teaching Assistant and PE Teacher Miss Ryan

Admin Staff - Mrs Anderson and Mrs Taylor
Senco - Mrs Grimes
Site Manager – Mr Andre
Bursar – Mr Whiting

Have a lovely weekend

Mr Wake



Explorers

This week the Explorers have been investigating different varieties of mini beasts, discussing and 
comparing features such a legs, wings and antennae. The children have been on their own bug hunts 
in our garden area, recording the amount of bugs found using tally charts. They have also been hard 
at work labelling and writing facts about each bug.

Our wild flower garden is now finally in full bloom and has some beautifully coloured flowers which 
have been attracting lots of bees and butterflies.
The children have been painting butterflies and looking at symmetry. They were very excited to paint 
one side of their butterfly, fold the paper to create a symmetrical pattern. 
They have enjoyed lots of stories this week including, ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ and have looked at the 
life cycle of a butterfly. They have also looked at fact books about mini beasts and we discussed what 
fact books are and how they are different to fiction books.

Next week is pet week in the Explorers class and we have some special visitors booked in. Already 
signed up are 2 chickens, 3 dogs and 2 tortoises who are set to visit us next week, we can’t wait!
Have a lovely weekend.

Adventurers

What a busy four weeks it has been! The children have completed their last beach school session 
and we have also finished another English learning journey.

The children worked together to produce a class fact booklet about Emperor Penguins which worked 
towards key learning points covered over the last two weeks such as using factual statements, 
questions, commas in lists and capital letters. They were very keen to type up their work which was a 
great opportunity to work on their word processing skills eg using capital letters, finding the correct 
letters on the keyboard, changing font and inserting pictures.
In Maths we have worked on finding fractions of numbers. We have used counters, arrays and 
part/part whole methods to help us. Year 1 focused on finding 1/2 and 1/4 whilst Year 2 children 
investigated a range of fractions e.g. 1/3, 2/4, 3/4, 2/3. 

This week's beach school session was my favourite; we did a scavenger hunt for natural materials 
then the children made little boats. It was a great DT session and the children got to practice many 
skills such as how to join pieces of material together.  Many of the children were very inventive and 
tried to make rafts from driftwood and used feathers as sails. There were lots of discussions about 
which materials float well, where the boats might end up sailing to and what might happen if XYZ! It 
was great to let the boats sail away into St Helens bay.



Discoverers

Mrs Leslie:

A super start to the week in Discoverers! A big thank you to Roo, who was a huge help on Monday. 
She helped with group work in Maths and heard pupils read. It is wonderful seeing how the older 
pupils are so kind and caring towards the younger ones. A fantastic role model - well done Roo!

In English, the children have been continuing to work on their diary entries. Some children got into a 
bit of a muddle with their paragraphing and structuring their dairy entries so I worked alongside them 
and we completed a guided write. There were some amazing ideas and some excellent vocabulary 
being used! I was very impressed that Alfie spotted he had written some of his diary in first person 
and some in third. It’s wonderful to see the children editing their work independently now.

The children spent their spelling session looking for spelling errors in their diary entries. They used 
their spelling journals and dictionaries to help them correct any errors. We focused on spelling rules 
we have covered recently and some children independently spotted errors.

In Maths, we had great fun collecting data, creating bar and line charts and interpreting them. The 
children really enjoyed collecting data on everyone’s favourite biscuits. James was quick to spot that 
Jaffa Cakes are actually cakes and not biscuits! It certainly was the firm favourite amongst the 
children!

In Topic, the children worked hard on creating timelines for the Viking era. They have really enjoyed 
the topic so far and it is great to see them so enthusiastic about their learning.

The children created their telescopes this week in Science. They used different magnifying glasses to 
try and create them. Some of the children used their problem solving skills when they realised the 
images were flipped around!

In RE, the children have been discussing what protection means. They created some pieces of drama 
to demonstrate what protection is. I know that Mrs Jenvey was very impressed with their acting skills!

I hope you all have a fabulous weekend. Hopefully, the weather stays nice and warm!

Miss Gorman:

Play rehearsals are now in full swing, so the children were reminded this week about the changing 
timetable to accommodate for the next two weeks. Things will be a little bit different, so the class can 
fully practise and contribute to the play. 

In Art the class started to paint their scale sketches and experiment with techniques, some of their 
work has been incredible. Special shout outs to Ruby, Blossom and Evie for some of the fantastic 
paint layering techniques shown. 

In English we’ve started our brand new learning journey: Flotsam. The children were presented with 
‘treasure chests’ full of flotsam and had to sort through the items and discuss their importance. It was 
quite funny discussing how technology has changed. The chest contained a film canister… the class 
were very amused to discover that photos were once developed and not instant. A fun mention to 



Rowan for thinking that might be the same as a VHS tape. The class had a lot of fun then exploring 
some of the developed photos from this canister and making inferences from them. 

In Maths we have also started a new unit, a very complicated one featuring money, decimal place 
and place value. It’s been fantastic to see the children challenging themselves and trying their 
hardest. Could we ask that if you have some time, could you maybe involve your children in some 
real life money situations this weekend for some hands on practise? 

In PSHE, the children explored the different relationships they have in their lives and how to set up 
and maintain positive, healthy ones. Alongside what sort of things make up negative ones. Over the 
next few weeks we will also be exploring puberty as a topic with the class, the correct scientific 
names for bodily anatomy and touching upon periods. A letter with some more details will be going 
home, just to prepare parents for some interesting conversations that will no doubt follow. 

Overall, a wonderful week and fantastic behaviour as a whole, especially considering the end of term 
is looming.  


Pioneers

Hello Everyone,  This week in Pioneers we were on our 
Residential at  Avon Tyrrell Outdoor Activity Centre.

Despite a drizzly, rainy  morning on Monday  the children 
were in fine form and travelled the short distance from 
Yarmouth to Lymington on the 9:05am  ferry. Wightlink staff 
were extremely helpful and gave us a trolley so that we 
didn't have to carry our own cases, bags and rucksacks 
onto the boat. After an abortive mission to stand on deck ( 

too wet) we camped out in the passenger lounge and hoped the rain would stop.

In Lymington,  Hampshire,  our coach awaited us and after a short 30 minute journey through the 
New Forest,  which was peppered with skittish young foals, we arrived at Avon Tyrrell. As a Grade 
One listed building, (potentially the last “calendar” House to be built in this country, ) Avon Tyrell gave 
an imposing first impression to all the children. After a short safety talk and an orientation walk we 
were able to go to our rooms and unpack. The children were extremely excited to say the least.

At 12:45 we had our lunch which on that day was either Tomato 
Pasta or Macaroni cheese. ( Don't worry I am not going to detail 
every meal!)  Only to say that the food was freshly cooked and 
tasty;  over the two days it included tacos , a roast dinner, fruit 
and salad available every meal and a cooked breakfast on both 
mornings.

Over the two days the children behaved brilliantly by arriving on 
time for gatherings in our library/common room. The children 
made their own beds, kept their dormitories tidy  and took 

responsibility for clearing and cleaning tables at mealtimes.  Many children were eager to believe they 



were at a boarding school or Hogwarts and indeed some children were given bedtime stories along 
the “Malory Towers” theme.  

Throughout the range of activities undertaken ,  all of the class made huge steps in terms of their 
confidence and personal achievement. The climbing activities in particular allowed children to 
experience something quite different. The shop visit was a popular activity and children all enjoyed 
spending money.

There were of course some moments of home-sickness, which was to be expected. When this 
happened other children were brilliant in their caring support of that child. I was very proud of the 
empathetic and sensitive attitudes displayed by all the children.

All in all,  an excellent  trip. I would like to say a huge Thank you to 
Mrs Mc Dougall and Miss Ryan, without whom,  the trip would not 
have been so marvellous. They both worked tirelessly to support and 
encourage the children with unrelenting good humour and care. 

You may have spotted that I have not included any photos of the trip, 
( there are so many) because we need to curate the collection and 

then I am hoping that we will be able to add some to the website.

Lastly I would like to say thank you to all the parents who encouraged their children to come to the 
residential and who may have had to persevere with this encouragement. These children now know 
that they have taken  an important step in terms  of their personal growth and independence. 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS  

Class Worker of 
the Week

Star of 
The Week

Explorers Jude Oliver
Adventurers Lottie Ria
Adventurers Luke Emily
Discoverers Alfie Tessa
Discoverers Milly Millie-Jay
Pioneers Roo The Whole Class



Attendance week from: 20/06/2022 to 24/06/2022

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness

Unauthorised
Absences

Authorised
Absences

Explorers 98.7% 0 0 0 2
Adventurers 98.1% 0 0 4 0
Discoverers 90% 0 0 13 17

Pioneers 99.2% 0 0 0 2

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 95.9%, which is below 
the national expectation of 96%

If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up.

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week: 

Sarah age 11

Josiah age 9

Lottie age 9



School Dinner Menu (£2.15 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils)

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham.



If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen.

Plant/Flowers Request

Mrs Morling has plans to revamp the garden area at the front of the school into a wildflower haven for 
birds, bees and other insects  and would be very grateful for any donations please of suitable flowers 
and plants. 



Recipe of the Week
Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 
like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 
photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 
admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 
newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 
would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address.

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


Mufti Day
On Friday 8th July there will be a non-school uniform day.
Children may attend school in their choice of clothing and are asked to bring in a donation of 
chocolate (maximum £1 value) for the Summer Fayre chocolate tombola stall.

 Mardi Gras Parade 

 
Come along and watch this wonderful parade which of 
course includes children and grown-ups from St Helens 
Primary’s Carnival Club

St Helens Carnival Need You!!

The Carnival Committee have already chosen three young ladies for this year’s Carnival but would 
really welcome some additional girls to take part and would love to also open the opportunity for any 
boys to join in and be our carnival King! Please contact the school office in the first instance and we 
will pass the details on to the committee.



Dates for Your Diary

Friday 8th July – Mufti Day (chocolate donations please up to £1 value)
Saturday 9th July – Mardi Gras Parade 3pm, Ryde 
Monday 11th July – Artsmark Day to Create (whole school)
Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 Transition days
Thursday 14th July – Joanne Ryan Athlete visit (including a sponsored event)
Friday 15th July – FOSH Summer Fayre 3-5pm
Tuesday 19th July – KS2 Summer Play performances (1.30pm and 6.00pm)
Wednesday 20th July – Sports Day (a.m.)
Thursday 21st July – Adventurers Blackgang Chine Trip
Friday 22nd July – Leavers Assembly 11.00am
Friday 22nd July – School picnic and Fun Races (12.30-3.00pm)
Friday 22nd July – School closes at 3.00pm for Summer Break
Thursday 1st September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children
Friday 2nd September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children
Monday 5th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children
Tuesday 6th September - Staff Development Day – school closed to children
Wednesday 7th September – School reopens at 8.45am for the Autumn Term

Textile Bank

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised. 

Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 
information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST

The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like for our 
wonderful school.  We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would like to 
encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything you would like 
to buy as a gift for school.  Items from this list make great end-of-term or Christmas gifts for the 
school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available and is regularly updated.

Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has added a 
note to say who they are at checkout.  Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise we will not be 
able to thank you personally.  If you are buying a book and would like to write a note in the front with 
your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email address below so we can 
arrange this when your gift arrives.

If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine 
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org

To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School when you 
are shopping online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share

mailto:mail@friendsofsthelens.org
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share




       

  


