
 

 

 
                                                          

ST HELENS PRIMARY 
 
 

Friday 15th September 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The children have settled back into life at school after the summer break. 

Despite a few bugs most children have mostly remained healthy and shown a great attitude to school. 

At the head teachers meeting yesterday, attendance was very high on the agenda. As expected, 

there is a direct correlation between attendance and attainment. Unfortunately the island was hit 

badly with absence during the autumn and spring terms last year. 

Nevertheless, I am sure, like me, everyone is envisaging a very successful year for all our children so 

I always look forward to seeing everyone each and every morning ready and eager to learn. 

Explorers have settled in well and continue to make a good impression on staff. 

The children have enjoyed the week with art work being particularly popular this week. 

I worked with a group of year 6 pupils on Friday supporting their maths and English. They certainly 

impressed and I look forward to the next few months of ‘fun’. 

On Friday we all watched in awe as Obi and Fleur demonstrated their amazing skills on the hoops. 

After six months of teaching, they performed like expert circus performers combining amazing 

strength and agility. 

On Monday the nation will look forward to celebrating the Queens reign. It has been reported that the 

queues have continued to grow so people can share their condolences 

‘Hundreds of thousands of mourners are expected to visit to pay their respects to the late Queen but 
prospective visitors have been warned that they may face queues of up to 10 miles and wait times of 
30 hours. 
The queue is currently closed to new members of the public wishing to join - after the entry point at 
Southwark Park reached full capacity.’ 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday 

Have a peaceful weekend. 

Mr Wake 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/royal-family/2022/09/13/london-comes-standstill-queen-elizabeths-final-homecoming/


 

 

 
Explorers 
 
 
Explorers have made an amazing start to their school journey. We have been so proud of how well 
they have settled in. This week they especially enjoyed wake up shake up with Mrs Sharp and have 
been very excited for their PE lessons. 
 

           
 
         
 
 
 
 
Adventurers 
 
 

 
We looked at numbers to 20 in year 1 and made number lines. 



 

 

     
 
Oliver enjoyed using play doh to work on segmenting in phonics. 

        
 
 
Discoverers 

 
  
This week we started our topic on Romans. The children designed 
their own Roman shield that we will be making in art. In English we 
started our book Escape from Pompeii and the children came up with 
some questions they want to find out while we read the story. 
 



 

 

                                                                       
 
 
Pioneers 
 
 

Pioneers 

 

Year 6 - Year 7 Open Evenings; Year 6 Leavers Hoodies; Parent Information, Reading 

For Pleasure. 

Welcome back to school. We have had a varied time since the beginning of term, which now already 
seems long ago. This week Year 6 parents will have received letters about applying for Secondary 
school places and at this time of year all of the Secondary Schools hold Open Evenings / Days:  please 
find below a list of Open Evening Dates. It is recommended that you visit several schools so that you 
and your child  can make an informed decision about their choice of secondary school ( the one that is 
suitable for their needs) rather than relying on hearsay and “reputation.”  

Isle of Wight Secondary Colleges and 6th Form 
2022-23 Open Day/Evening dates 

 

School/College Date Time 

Carisbrooke College 27/09/2022 Y6 open evening 5-8pm 

Christ the King 
College 

21/09/2022 

 
02/11/2022 

Y6 open evening at 3.30pm 

 
6th Form open evening 4pm 

Cowes Enterprise 
College 

Week 
commencing 
17/10/2022 

 

No specific dates, parents make appointments 

Island Free School 8/10/2022 Timings and further details to be confirmed in September 

Medina College 20/09/2022 Y6 open evening 5-8pm 

Ryde Academy 05/10/2022 

 
10/11/2022 

Y6 open evening 4-7pm 

 
6th Form open evening 4-7pm 



 

 

Ryde School 08/10/2022 
&  

04/02/2023 

 

 

24/11/2022 

10-12.30pm 
Parents are requested to register via website 
https://www.rydeschool.org.uk/admissions/open-days-visits or by 
emailing admissions@rydeschool.net 

 
6F open evening 6.30-9pm 

St George’s School n/a Specifically arranged visits 

The Bay CE School 06/10/2022 Y6 open evening – time tbc 

The Island VI Form 03/11/2022 6th Form oven evening 5-8pm 

The Priory School of 
our Lady Walsingham 

n/a Don’t hold open days. Ring up to make an appointment for a show round. 
Marion Ahmed – Tel: 861222 or email: mail@prioryschool.org.uk 

 

Year 6 Leavers Hoodies; The order form was sent home on Thursday 15th September, 
there are lots of colours available. 

 

 

 

 

Pioneers Class 

Autumn Term 2022 
 

Teaching Team: Mrs Maloney, Mrs McDougall and Mrs Royal, Mrs Ashdown and Mr Wake. 
 

Parent Information Sheet: Curriculum Coverage.  
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

Hello and Welcome back  to school. I am really looking forward to welcoming your child into the Pioneer 

Class. Please find listed below our intended curriculum coverage for the Autumn Term 2022. 
 

https://www.rydeschool.org.uk/admissions/open-days-visits
mailto:admissions@rydeschool.net
mailto:mail@prioryschool.org.uk


 

 

Maths Autumn 1 and Autumn 2  
The children will cover the age related objectives set out in the National Curriculum for maths  and will 

cover the following areas: place value, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division,  measurement, 

fractions and decimals. A fluent knowledge of all times tables is a crucial element of maths application and 

understanding in Years 5 and 6  
 

English 

The following texts will be studied: in Autumn 1 Shadow of the Minotaur ( Alan Gibbons)  and Pandora’s 

Box. The intended writing outcomes will be: descriptive , suspenseful writing based around an encounter 

with a Minotaur in a labyrinth and writing in role as “Hope” within the closed box resulting in  persuasive 

writing in trying to prevent Pandora from opening the box. 

Autumn 2 we will be using the following texts as a stimulus for writing: Who let the Gods Out?  ( Maz 

Evans) and Marcia Wiliams version of The Iliad and the Odyssey.  The intended writing outcomes will 

include diary entries, formal and informal letters , narratives using dialogue and non chronological reports. 
 

Guided Reading  
Supplementary texts of both fiction and non fiction will be studied to provide skills of comprehension 

which include selection and retrieval; responding and explaining; monitoring and summarising and 

clarification skills. Guided reading when taught is a way to ensure that pupils can identify themes and 

conventions, language for effect and the ability to infer.  
 

Science –Autumn 1  Earth and Space  Autumn 2 The Human Body    
In Autumn 1 pupils will be taught to  

 describe the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the sun in the solar system 

 describe the movement of the moon relative to the Earth 

 describe the sun, Earth and moon as approximately spherical bodies 

 use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the 

sun across the sky. 

In Autumn 2  

 Identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system, and describe the functions of 

the heart, blood vessels and blood. 

 Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way their bodies function 

 Describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported within animals, including humans. 

History and Geography  – The Greeks 

This term in our studies about ancient Greece, children will gain an understanding of where and when some 

key events during the ancient Greek period took place. They will explore what is meant by the terms ‘trade’, 

‘civilisation’ and ‘empire’ and explore how, towards the end of the ancient Greek period, Alexander the 

Great grew an empire resulting in the Greek civilisation spreading more widely. When learning about daily 



 

 

life in ancient Greece, children will explore what life was like for different people who were enslaved 

during ancient Greek times. 

The children will begin to appreciate how  Greek life and achievements have had an important influence on 

the western world. Additionally the children will consider historically valid questions about change, cause, 

similarity and difference, and significance.  
 

 RE - Autumn 1 Peace     Autumn 2 Incarnation 

In the first half of the Autumn Term the children will be engaged in appreciation of the Muslim faith . 

Particulary focused upon the Revelation of the Qur’an ; Sawm The Fourth Pillar of Islam and the observing 

and celebration of Ramadam. In the second half of term we will turn our attention to the incarnation of a 

special baby in the Christian faith. Why was Jesus born and why is this birth so important to humanity and 

history? 

  

PSHE   
In this Autumn term the children will be reflecting upon their important relationships and how important 

it is to value differences. We will be using resources from SCARF created by Coram Life Education 

which  is the leading charity provider of relationships, health, wellbeing, and drugs education to children 

across the UK.  

SCARF, is a comprehensive, fully resourced, progressive PSHE scheme of work for 3-11 year olds, 

supporting schools with a Whole-school approach to wellbeing and Mental Health. SCARF stands 

for  Safety, Caring, Achievement, Resilience, Friendship 
 

Art and Design 

There will be as usual many opportunities for the children to be stimulated by art and design throughout 

the curriculum subjects studied. We will this term be particularly focusing upon drawing the moving human 

body and trying to represent it in many differing media including  felt tip , charcoal, pencil, wire and clay.  
 

MFL  

Each half term we will be having a French Day in Pioneers Class (dates to be confirmed). The children 

will  learn stories, songs, poems and rhymes in French. Additionally they will engage in conversations: ask 

and answer questions: speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 
 

Homework 

Will be given out on a Thursday and is to be handed in the following Wednesday morning: further homework 

expectations and guidance is contained in a separate communication. 
 

PE 

PE lessons will be the last lesson of the day on both Tuesday and Thursday  ; please could your child 

attend school in their PE kit on these days. Thank you for ensuring that your child is in the correct PE 

kit. 
 

 

 



 

 

If you have any questions or need to share information or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me 

by email. 

 sarah.maloney@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 

 

Reading For Pleasure. 

 
This is an extract from the homework letter sent to parents on Thursday 15th September. 

Reading for pleasure 

One of the important ways to help your child progress in their school life is to continue to 

support your child to read EVERY SINGLE DAY: yes that does include the weekends. 

Reading allows us to be transported from our own world to another. Between the pages of a book, we 

can become immersed in the lives of fictional characters and learn about a culture entirely different 

from our own. We can also learn new words and phrases, experience a range of emotions, and acquire 

skills and knowledge. 

The importance of reading for children cannot be underestimated. Reading for pleasure can benefit a 

child’s education, social and cognitive development, their wellbeing, and their mental health. Because 

of its learning potential, the effects of reading on child development are vast and multiple studies have 

highlighted its benefits. As such, teachers and parents are in a great position to ensure reading is a key 

part of children’s daily routine.  

Please support your child by ensuring that they read everyday. They do have a reading record and I am happy 

for any book they are reading to be recorded. I am more concerned that they read, than record laboriously 

page numbers.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sarah.maloney@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

Attendance week from: 07/09/2022 to 09/09/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 98.9% 0 0 0 1 

Adventurers 100% 1 27 0 0 

Discoverers 94.4% 0 0 6 3 

Pioneers 91.9% 0 0 6 10 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 95.6%, which is 
above/below the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Margaux Amelia 

Adventurers Seb Hollie 

Adventurers Frazer Lottie 

Discoverers Taylor Abbie 

Discoverers Lylah Ruby 

Pioneers Lottie Pippa 

Pioneers Annabelle Jack 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Luke age 5 

Jude age 6 

Mr Wake 

Bella age 9 
 
 

School Day 
 
May we remind parents and carers that school starts at 8.45a.m. and the school gates close at 
8.45a.m.  

 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.37 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 

teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 

 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Monday 19th September – School Closed - Bank holiday for HM Queen Elizabeth’s State Funeral 
Monday 26th September – Year 6 CPR/First Aid training session 
Friday 21st October – Individual school photos (Cardwell & Simons) 10.00am 
Friday 21st October – School closes at 3.00pm for half term break 
Monday 31st October-  School reopens at 8.45am  
Tuesday 8th November – Whole school flu immunisations 
Friday 18th November – FOSH Winter Ball  
Tuesday 29th November – KS1 Family Stargazing with Vectis Astronomy (5.30-8.00pm) 
Monday 6th March 2023 – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 

FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST 
 
The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like for our 
wonderful school.  We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would like to 
encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything you would like 
to buy as a gift for school.  Items from this list make great end-of-term or Christmas gifts for the 
school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available and is regularly updated. 
 
Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has added a 
note to say who they are at checkout.  Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise we will not be 
able to thank you personally.  If you are buying a book and would like to write a note in the front with 
your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email address below so we can 
arrange this when your gift arrives. 
 
If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine 
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org 
 
To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School when you 
are shopping online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
mailto:mail@friendsofsthelens.org
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share


 

 

 
 

   



 

 

 

Saturday 8th October 

2022 
10am-2pm 
At The Island Free School, we 
pride ourselves on the personal 
nature of the education and 
experience we offer to both pupils 
and parents. We aim to maintain 
that personal experience through 
our open day tours and 
Headmaster’s Talks. 

Headmaster’s Talks will need to be booked by 4pm on Monday 3rd October 2022. Please show a copy of your ticket on 
the day, either printed or on screen. 

Headmaster’s Talks will last for 45 minutes. We ask that you please attend your booking promptly. 

https://www.theislandfreeschool.org/year-6-open-day-2022/ 

 

https://www.theislandfreeschool.org/year-6-open-day-2022/


 

 

 

 
 



 

 

    


