ST HELENS PRIMARY

Friday 23rd September 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
We have all had an enjoyable week. Despite the rather wet end to the week, the children continue to
settle and work well.
Explorers enjoyed their outside environment for most of the week and have enjoyed developing
friendships and learning new systems and routines. On Friday, Charlie, William and Daniel were keen
to share their new wormeries and noticed how some worms had already burrowed themselves in to
the soil whilst others remained on top.
Adventurers are also settling well with the new combination of children working well together. Thank
you to Emily, Alena and Levi for their politeness.
In Discoverers, Ruby has been the first child to select a book from the new foyer collection. With great
surprise, Ruby’s Worry, by Tom Percival was her first choice. As a matter of fact she is now starting
her second book, Families, Families, Families by Suzanne and Max Lang.
Hopefully other children will follow suit.
Pioneers have been great examples to the rest of the school. I enjoyed the computing lesson
focusing on smartphones and the Google Docs Editors suite offered by Google which will act as a
platform to share their information; namely, google forms and google sheets.
On Friday, the small group of Pioneers with whom I worked with performed very well. Hannah took to
the role of the teacher like a duck to water as they say and Annie-May and Marlee were particular
stars for the way they picked up new concepts very quickly.
Well done everyone. Have a great weekend.
Mr Wake

Explorers
This week Explorers have been booking at the changing season. We have been on nature walks
discussing what they can see, hear and touch.
We have made Autumn collages using objects found on our walk. Leaf prints using wax crayons and
threading leaves to make a leaf mobile display.
We have been counting using natural objects, grouping and matching quantities.
The children have been practicing to segment and blend words using robot voices.
A particular game they really enjoyed was 'Cross the River' where they have to retrieve items which
have been sounded out using a robot voice.
Adventurers
We have had a lovely week in the
Adventurers. In maths, both classes
have been working with numbers up
to 100. Year 1 were looking at one
more and one less. Year 2 were doing
the same, alongside 10 more and 10
less. In English the class have been
writing up advertisements for their
inventions. In art, the class have been
sketching their own Starry Night
works of art. This afternoon we have
enjoyed our regular Friday free-flow
time.

Discoverers
This week Discoverers have been learning about expanded noun phrases in English and applying
that to the volcanos we have drawn in art. In science we have looked at how reflective different
materials are in order to design our own reflective school bags to keep children safe walking home.
We have also continued our topic of Romans in history by looking at the Roman army and
legionnaires.
Pioneers

Pioneers building their stamina in cross
country training this week.

In art we have been studying the human figure and this week we looked at anatomical drawings.

Attendance week from: 12/09/2022 to 16/09/2022
Class

Attendance

Late Arrivals

Minutes Lost Through
Lateness

Unauthorised
Absences

Authorised
Absences

Explorers
Adventurers
Discoverers
Pioneers

97.3%
91.7%
95.9%
93.3%

0
0
1
0

0
0
20
0

0
6
2
12

4
13
9
44

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 94.3% which is below
the national expectation of 96%

If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we
have to follow it up.

THIS WEEKS AWARDS
Class

Explorers
Adventurers
Adventurers
Discoverers
Discoverers
Pioneers
Pioneers

Worker of
the Week

Star of
The Week

Raif
Oliver
Luca
Georgina
Blossom
Katy
Max

Oakleigh
Rosie
Ria
Atticus
Reuben
Liam
Fleur

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who
celebrate their special day this week:
Zach age 7

School Day
May we remind parents and carers that school starts at 8.45a.m. and the school gates close at
8.45a.m.

School Dinner Menu (£2.37 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils)

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes fillings cheese, tuna or ham.

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen.

Recipe of the Week
Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may
like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your
photos (and reviews) of our recipes to
admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the
newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you
would like to share with the school community, please email
them to the above address.

Whole school flu immunisations will take place on
Tuesday 8th November

Dates for Your Diary
Monday 26th September – Year 6 CPR/First Aid training session
Thursday 20th October – Harvest Festival (time to be confirmed)
Friday 21st October – Individual school photos (Cardwell & Simons) 10.00am
Friday 21st October – School closes at 3.00pm for half term break
Monday 31st October- School reopens at 8.45am
Tuesday 8th November – Whole school flu immunisations
Friday 18th November – FOSH Winter Ball
Tuesday 29th November – KS1 Family Stargazing with Vectis Astronomy (5.30-8.00pm)
Friday 16th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 – School reopens at 8.45am for Spring Term
Monday 6th March 2023 – Staff Development Day – school closed to children

Textile Bank
Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes,
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.

Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and
information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk

FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST
The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like for our
wonderful school. We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would like to
encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything you would like
to buy as a gift for school. Items from this list make great end-of-term or Christmas gifts for the
school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available and is regularly updated.
Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has added a
note to say who they are at checkout. Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise we will not be
able to thank you personally. If you are buying a book and would like to write a note in the front with
your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email address below so we can
arrange this when your gift arrives.
If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org
To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School when you
are shopping online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share

Wight Hoops Basketball Club
The Isle of Wight Basketball Club has recently been reformed and registered officially with Basketball
England. As part of this we have formed a committee of like minded volunteer individuals that want to
raise the profile of basketball on the Isle of Wight.
Our two main priorities are simply Venues and Activities, these will be aimed at all age groups but
focussing on grass roots/school aged participation. So over the next few months we will be rolling out
more details on our plans for the future but I am writing to ask for a few minutes of your time to fill in a
survey I have created to assist us reaching our goals. Please just follow the
link https://forms.gle/tTst3KRaXeyr7UyC9
We have also started Project Wight Hoops to help accomplish some of our goals, in association with
the club - which is aimed at community spaces https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/project-wight-hoops

Saturday 8th October 2022
10am-2pm
At The Island Free School, we pride ourselves on the personal nature of the education and experience we offer to both
pupils and parents. We aim to maintain that personal experience through our open day tours and Headmaster’s Talks.
Headmaster’s Talks will need to be booked by 4pm on Monday 3rd October 2022. Please show a copy of your ticket on
the day, either printed or on screen.
Headmaster’s Talks will last for 45 minutes. We ask that you please attend your booking promptly.

https://www.theislandfreeschool.org/year-6-open-day-2022/

