
 

 

                                                      
ST HELENS PRIMARY  

 
 

Friday 2nd December 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 

We have reached December. Where has 2022 gone as Mrs Anderson likes to say! 

We have had an unusual week this week with high absence. I’m pleased to see the trend 

improve slowly as the week went on. Hopefully we are over the worst of it with two 

weeks of excitement to look forward to before the break. It would be such a shame for 

the children to miss out. 

Key Stage 1 and Early years have been practising their play during some afternoons. I 

have managed to watch snippets and have noticed we definitely have some budding 

Watsons, Clarkes and Collins on the horizon. 

Due to some staff absence, the team have stepped up and shared the load (as they do) 

without affecting the quality of education on offer. Thanks to all staff with Mrs Jenvey, 

(despite losing her voice on Friday), Mrs Rue, Mr Enser, Mrs Taylor and Mrs Ferrier all 

deserving of a special thank you for multi-tasking and working across  different 

classrooms. 

Clubs continue to run with football back on today – another rain free Friday – which is 

great to see. I have been informed the sun may even be making an appearance! 

In Discoverers Art, RE (equal rights), English (use of apostrophes), DT, PE and Maths 

were mentioned during assembly. A good proportion of the curriculum in fact which is 

pleasing to hear. Thank you Georgie, Tessa, Blossom and Taylor for sharing your 

thoughts. 



 

 

Pioneers have enjoyed science and in particular learning about the circulatory system as 

well as creative subjects including art and PE 

Meanwhile Adventurers have enjoyed learning their tables with William reciting the two 

times table and Ria able to recite backwards. 

Explorers enjoyed their trip to the library this week. 

 I am very keen to promote reading, (alongside phonics) in all classes and have tasked 

the school council with considering ways to engage the ‘more reluctant readers’. On a 

positive note, the children who read with me have always impressed with their 

expression and fluency. 

In the past we always had adult helpers who enjoyed reading with children. We would 

be very keen to reintroduce opportunities for parents/adults who are able to commit to 

an hour or two a week to help with children’s reading. 

Have a great weekend and those who enjoy the festivities at this time of the year, there 

is plenty to do on the island to help bring in the season. I understand some children may 

be visiting Tapnell Farm on Saturday. 

 
 

Mr Wake 
 
Explorers 
 
We have been busy exploring this week!  
In Phonics this week the children have learned the sounds “z, zz and qu” as well as the tricky 
words “me, be, he and my”. In Maths they have continued exploring 1 more and 1 less, moving 
on to larger numbers. 

On Wednesday we enjoyed inviting the parents and 
family in to decorate our classroom ready for Christmas, 
where we created a grotto, made handprint wreaths, cut 
out snowflakes and decorated our angels to go on the 
community Christmas tree.  
Thank you to all the parents that could make it, it was 
lovely to see you all!  

 
On Thursday the explorers caught the bus to Bembridge 
Library where they enjoyed hearing a story about a 
Crocodile.  



 

 

The librarians also talked to the 
children about what a library is 
used for and allowed the children 
to explore some of the books. 
When asked what they enjoyed 
the most the class told us “going 
on the bus”, “the crocodile story” 
and “going into the library”. The 
children also each received their 

own book to keep and take home to 
read with their families. We can’t 
wait to hear what they’re about!  
 
 

Have a lovely weekend!  
    

 
Adventurers 
 

We have had a busy week, with lots of reading. 
Along with the start of our new book; The Polar 
Express. The children loved riding on the 'train' 
when they got in on Monday. We've also been 
hard at work with our nativity and the class have 
enjoyed a dress rehearsal!!! We are sending 
home letters today with the additional costume 
bits that are needed for next week's performance. 
We can't wait.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Discoverers 
 
In English this week, we have been using inverted commas to make up rhetorical questions 
from Scrooge to Bob Cratchet, and in Maths we have been converting grams to kilograms and 
millimetres to centimetres and metres. 
 
The children have been busy drawing the body in Art and learning about Roman Gods in 
Topic. Out on the playing field in PE, Mrs Royal has been leading the class in tag rugby. 
  



 

 

Pioneers 
 

This week in Pioneers, we were exploring 
mass and capacity and started the week with 
an estimation exercise; to see whether the 
children were aware of the weights and 
volume of certain household items (in Mrs 
Maloney’s store cupboard). These are the 
items: the children were generally quite 
accurate in their estimations. 
 

 

 

 

 

To support the village of Angels we 
enthusiastically decorated our class 
contribution.  
  

  

  

  

 

On the 1st December in Pioneers class we  began our Advent Calendar of Kindness; 
the way this works is that every day three children will be chosen to undertake an act of 
kindness to others in the school .This is to reinforce and nurture our understanding of 
tolerance and community. 

 
 

Attendance week from: 21/11/2022 to 25/11/2022 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 97.3% 0 0 0 4 

Adventurers 96.7% 0 0 4 4 

Discoverers 87.5% 0 0 4 31 

Pioneers 90% 0 0 4 29 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 93.3% which is 
below the national expectation of 96% 

 
 



 

 

If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can 
phone on 872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by 
phone please can you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they 
return to school otherwise the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required 
to ask you for this in order to follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if 
we don’t receive a letter or email we have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 
 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers William Amelia 

Adventurers William Lizzie 

Adventurers Belle Ria 

Discoverers Luke Barnaby 

Discoverers Blossom Micah F 

Pioneers Jarryd Rowan 

Pioneers Marlee Elsie 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children who 

celebrated their special day this week:  
 

Amelia age 5 

 



 

 

Rotary Club of Ryde Shoebox Collection 
 
We have been sent the following letter of thanks by the Chair of Ryde Rotary:- 
 
 

Dear Head Teacher, 

ROTARY SHOEBOX COLLECTION 2022 
 

I would like to thank you, on behalf of The Rotary Club of Ryde, for your school’s contributions towards our 

Wessex Christmas Shoe Box Appeal.  As always, your response has been magnificent; the number of boxes 

collected overall for the Wessex region was 18,224.  A total of 1,442 were sent from the Island and we as a club 

donated 429 through your efforts. 

 

We would be unable to continue these collections without the kindness and generosity of yourselves and the 

children and parents in your school.  We can see from the contents of the boxes how much care has been taken 

to choose the items which will bring so much happiness to other children at Christmas. 

 

We have heard today that there have been some difficulties in the areas that we normally send to in Eastern 

Europe. However, through Rotary International, a way has been found via the Rotary Club of Lublin Centrum 

in Poland to receive and distribute the boxes.  They will do their very best to liaise with Rotary International in 

Kyiv and Lviv to try to take a van to orphanages in those cities. They have also confirmed that our clubs in 

Moldova, Romania and Montenegro will prioritise Ukrainian refugee children in their countries. 

 

There has never been a greater need for these acts of kindness which you have taken part in this Christmas time. 

It has been a pleasure to work with you. 

 

Thank you again and we as a Club wish you peace and happiness and success in 2023. 

 

 

Jo Harwood 

Chair of International committee 

Ryde Rotary 

 

free to families eligible for Free School Mealss.  
 
We do have places for families that might be looking for 
childcare, at £15 per day. This price includes a two course, 
hot meal at lunch time.  
 
Monday 19th December - Thursday 22nd December  
Daily sessions 10:00 - 3:00  
Music, dance, arts and crafts  
Lunch provided  
Oakfield Primary School, Ryde  
 
enquiries can be made to study@theatreeducational.co.uk  

mailto:study@theatreeducational.co.uk


 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.37 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes 
- fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let 
their teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which 

you may like to try cooking at home with your child. 

Please email your photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in 

the newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes 

that you would like to share with the school community, 

please email them to the above address. 

 

 
 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

Christmas Food Collection 
 
After the success of our Harvest food collection and subsequent distribution to members of our 
school and local communities in need of a little extra support, we would like to organise 
another collection in time for the Christmas break. 
 
We would therefore be very grateful for donations of NON-PERISHABLE foods only please - 
tins, packets etc. Items can be handed in to the school office with immediate effect up until 
Monday 12th December. 
 
 
Christmas Fayre Cake and Gift Donations 
  
FOSH would be very grateful for donations of cakes for the Christmas Fayre. If you can help, 
please bring donations in to school on Friday 9th December. 
  
We would also love donations of gifts towards our Christmas Fayre gift tombola. There will be 
a donation point available for these from Monday 5th December. 
  
Many thanks for your support. 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS DECORATION COMPETITION - CAN YOUR CHILD HELP?  
 

 
Our special tree is ready for 
your amazing homemade 
decorations! 
 
 
 
FOSH would like to invite all 
the children to make a hanging 
Christmas tree decoration and 
bring it in to decorate our 
special tree.  Decorations must 
be made by the children and be 
clearly named.  The best 
decorations in each class will 
win a small prize.  Please bring 

your contributions in between Monday 28th November and 
Wednesday 7th December.  Decorations will be returned to 
the children at the end of term. 
 



 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 
Thursday 8th December – EYFS/KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal 
Friday 9th December – EYFS/KS1 Nativity Afternoon & Evening performances (1.45pm & 
5.30pm) 
Saturday 10th December – FOSH Christmas Fayre 11.00am-2.00pm 
Thursday 15th December – Rotary Club Father Christmas visit 
Thursday 15th December – Children’s Christmas Lunch 
Friday 16th December – School closes at 3.00pm for Christmas break 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 – School reopens at 8.45am for Spring Term 
Friday 10th February 2023 – School closes at 3:00pm for half term 
Monday 20th February 2023 School reopens at 08:45  
Monday 6th March 2023 – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired 
shoes, bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly 
and the school will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 
should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left 
items! Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, 
curtains, blankets as the recycling company will deduct the cost of disposing of these 
items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST 
 
The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like 
for our wonderful school.  We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would 
like to encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything 
you would like to buy as a gift for school.  Items from this list make great end-of-term or 
Christmas gifts for the school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available 
and is regularly updated. 
 
Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has 
added a note to say who they are at checkout.  Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise 
we will not be able to thank you personally.  If you are buying a book and would like to write a 
note in the front with your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email 
address below so we can arrange this when your gift arrives. 
 
If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine 
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org 
 
To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School 
when you are shopping 
online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
 
 

Please return all ticket stubs, monies and unsold 
tickets to school by Monday 5th December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mail@friendsofsthelens.org
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share


 

 

All Islanders can get support with the cost of living. The Isle of 
Wight Council has lots of support and help on its 
website: iow.gov.uk/costofliving 
Warm spaces are free and available across the Island. 
 
Here are 5 things you can do today: 

 Use an independent, free and anonymous benefits calculator 
to check you’re getting everything you’re entitled to. There's a 
list on the government website.   
 Get free energy saving advice from the Isle of Wight 
experts The Footprint Trust Charity. 
 Join an Isle of Wight Community Pantry. They are open to 
everyone. For £5 a week, members receive over £15 worth of 
fresh, frozen, tinned and dry food. Read more about them on 
our cost of living webpages.  
 Get advice from the experts. Citizens Advice Isle of 

Wight provide free, independent and confidential advice. Contact them on 0800 144 
8848 or visit their website. https://www.citizensadviceiw.org.uk/ 

 Look after your mental health. It's OK not to be OK. Call NHS 111 or go to the Isle of 
Wight Community Mental Health Support Hub. https://www.iwmentalhealth.co.uk/ 

  

 Vaccinations for COVID-19 and flu can offer protection 
against getting seriously ill and spreading infection to others. 
They save lives and help keep people out of hospital. 
Catching both COVID and flu at the same time increases the 
risk of getting seriously ill. It is important that those at greatest 
risk come forward for all the vaccines they need to protect 
themselves and those around them. 
 
You can get your free vaccine by: 

 Responding to a message from your GP inviting you to get 
vaccinated. 
 Popping into a pharmacy for a flu vaccine 
 Calling 119 between 7am and 11pm daily to book an 

appointment or booking online (Covid-19). You may be offered appointments at St 
Mary's hospital or a community pharmacy. 

 Going to a walk-in clinic for the COVID-19 jab. A list of these is on this NHS 
website: https://orlo.uk/lzVdb 

Do you need help to book a COVID jab? Call the Hampshire and Isle of Wight COVID-19 
helpline on 0300 561 0018 (Open between 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 1pm at 
weekends). 

Get more information at www.nhs.uk/wintervaccinations 

http://www.iow.gov.uk/costofliving
https://beta.iow.gov.uk/keep-the-island-safe/cost-of-living/warm-spaces/
https://www.gov.uk/benefits-calculators
https://www.facebook.com/footprinttrust?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://beta.iow.gov.uk/keep-the-island-safe/cost-of-living/food/
https://beta.iow.gov.uk/keep-the-island-safe/cost-of-living/food/
https://www.facebook.com/citizensadviceiow?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/citizensadviceiow?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.citizensadviceiw.org.uk/
https://www.iwmentalhealth.co.uk/
https://orlo.uk/lzVdb?fbclid=IwAR2rGvZRFgzu12gVdbT2EeKO0tRdVMH1l_36xgF7HD9-uUZw7af7q5B27ow
http://www.nhs.uk/wintervaccinations


 

 

Jingle all the Way is an uplifting and entertaining 
evening for the whole family, featuring two different 
festive trails. 
Our Jingle Jog offers an entertaining festive 1K 
circular route for runners, while the Sleighbell 
Stroll provides an accessible live entertainment walk 
on an alternative route.  
Whether you want to be showered in snow as you 
run laps of our Christmas circuit or you fancy being 
serenaded as you stroll through our spectacular 
winter wonderland, this is the event for you. 
  
Why not make an evening of it and take on both 
trails?! 
  
Ticket prices: 
Single event 
Adult: £15 
Child: £10 
Under 4: Free 
  
Joint event 
Adult: £25 
Child: £15 

                                                                   Under 4: Free 
  
Your ticket includes: 
* Entry to your chosen route 
* Entertainment on site 
* A festive keepsake 
  
To book tickets, please visit https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/jingle 

 
 

 
       
   
 

 
 
 

https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/jingle


 

 

Brading Roman Villa Walks 
 
Here at the Villa we are hosting a number of 
Welcome Walks, with the Island's Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty team, aimed at getting 
people out and about in the local countryside to 
explore. We have planned a walk for those local 
families who would like to walk in the new year, after 
they've dropped their school children off at school. 
This should help to limit the January blues and link in 
with any new year's resolutions to get outdoors and 
keep fit. 
You will see that we have planned one for January 
the 18th to depart from outside school gates at 
Brading Primary. Whilst this might not be the drop off 
point for your families, we would love to welcome 
them along as you are only a short distance from us. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

      
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW!  
We are DELIGHTED to be bringing ‘A World of Colour’ 

to Shanklin Theatre this December! 
After the last couple of years, we thought this would be the 

most appropriate show title for a fabulous variety show 

featuring our talented students. 
After the success of Peter Pan and Disney’s The Little 

Mermaid, we are excited to welcome you in to 

Theatretrain’s World of colour! 
The show promises to be uplifting for the whole family and 

will feature students as young as 3 to 18 years of age. 
So, come along and support the young Island Talent in this 

exciting and high energy show. We promise you won’t be 

disappointed! 
Click the link below to book tickets! 
https://theatretrain.co.uk/theatretrain-isle-of-wight.../ 
OR 
01983-868000 
• 
 
 
  
 

 
 

       
 

https://theatretrain.co.uk/theatretrain-isle-of-wight-presents-a-world-of-colour/?fbclid=IwAR22iMVD9vwzBuI9lXqN4VK8cUdD81tT8IW4HubejHB4VOQ3ZfCEtJfFrN4


 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
          


