
 

 

Cha                                                       
ST HELENS PRIMARY  

 
 

Friday  20th January    2023 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 

We have had a chilly more fun-filled week. Despite a very much reduced playground for much 

of the week, the children were able to get outside at different times. Hopefully the very cold 

snap is a thing of the past. We have passed mid-way point of winter so only 40 days of winter 

remain before a warm spring arrives on the 1st March. (I have placed my order so we should be 

expecting blue skies!). 

Attendance 

As you will be aware there is a national and local drive to improve attendance for all pupils at 

school. Covid, Scarlet Fever, Flu etc have certainly affected numbers.  

As you will also be aware, attainment and attendance go hand in hand and I know our whole 

school community at St Helens is driven to ensure children enjoy the best opportunities 

available. 

As you will have noticed, St Helens is currently following a positive trend in recent weeks with 

only one class falling behind last week. 

However we are currently below previous year’s levels and I ask parents to make every effort 

to ensure their children attend. If your child is better and ready to come in on Thursday or 

even Friday then they should be at school irrespective whether they have missed the first 

three or four days. 

Rest assured, if your child is unwell, we will inform you. 

Please remember the office would kindly ask that parents contact the school by email as soon 

as possible every morning their child is absent in order to ensure that we are following our 



 

 

safeguarding and record keeping procedures that help to keep pupils safe. When we know the 

children will be absent for an extended period, catch up emails would be very helpful every 

few days 

Holidays 

As we also know holidays are classed as unauthorised. Please be aware, I will have to follow 

guidance regarding potential FPN (fixed penalty notices) in all future cases. Please see below 

the link below for further information. 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence 

Overview 

You must make sure your child gets a full-time education that meets their needs (for example if they 
have special educational needs). You can send your child to school or educate them yourself. 

Children must get an education between the school term after their 5th birthday and the last Friday in 
June in the school year they turn 16. 

You’ll be contacted by either: 

 the school - if your child is enrolled in school and does not turn up (even if they’re only absent for a 
day) 

 the council’s education welfare officer - if they think your child is not getting a suitable education at 
home 

You can be prosecuted if you do not give your child an education. You’ll normally get warnings and 
offers of help from the local council first. 

You can get education and attendance information from your council. 

When your child can miss school 

You can only allow your child to miss school if either: 

 they’re too ill to go in 

 you’ve got advance permission from the school 

There’s extra support available if your child cannot go to school for long periods because of a health 
problem. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence
https://www.gov.uk/home-education
https://www.gov.uk/education-attendance-council
https://www.gov.uk/illness-child-education


 

 

Holidays in term time 

You have to get permission from the head teacher if you want to take your child out of school during 
term time. 

You can only do this if: 

 you make an application to the head teacher in advance (as a parent the child normally lives with) 

 there are exceptional circumstances 

It’s up to the head teacher how many days your child can be away from school if leave is granted. 

You can be fined for taking your child on holiday during term time without the 

school’s permission. 

 

In class the children have been fully engaged. 

………………………………. 

 

In class George and Luke have enjoyed doubling in maths. Margaux, Luke and Daniel were able to 

confidently double in assembly. Luke even knew 2 x 10. 

In Adventurers, Levi has been enjoying sketching, Rosie typing, Alena learning more about their class 

text and Lottie gymnastics 

In Discoverers, Ruby has enjoyed constructing pictures in art, Alba playing hockey and Hannah loving 

learning new skateboarding tricks. 

In Pioneers Samson has loved his pie chart work, Fleur her amazon art and Annie computing – online 

safety. 

During assembly online line safety was discussed and all pupils who spoke were able to offer 

sensible and safe behaviours. 

 

Have a great weekend. 

 
Mr Wake 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/legal-action-to-enforce-school-attendance


 

 

Explorers 
 
We have had an interesting week in Explorers looking at the Chinese New Year. The children have 
enjoyed talking about ways that the Chinese New year is celebrated and have done a number of 
activities including making their own animal masks, puppets and lanterns.  
 
This week in phonics we have looked at the sounds ‘ar, or, ur and ow’ as well as practising our letter 
formation. This has been done with rainbow writing, playdough as well as chalk and water writing.  
 
In maths the children have been exploring the idea of doubling numbers and addition.  
One way the children enjoyed this was through the use of money and linking it to the red envelope 
tradition of the Lunar New Year.  
 
Starting from next week Explorers will be having PE on a Monday and Wednesday, they will need to 
bring their PE kit in each day to change into. They have been enjoying doing gymnastics with Mrs 
Royal this week!  
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend.  
 

   
         
 
 
Adventurers 

 
This week has been full of interactive learning. Key 
moments included; retelling our English learning journey 
story in groups in the hall, exploring animal x-rays and 
categorising them into venn diagrams.  
 
   
Another gentle reminder that we are not accepting; toys, 
cuddlys, trading cards etc into school. This is to ensure no 
one ends up upset or with missing or broken belongings.  
 
We hope everyone enjoys their weekend!  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Discoverers 
 
In maths we have been doing angles, turns, and navigating. In english we were writing a newspaper 
about The Ice Palace. In science we learnt about night and day. In art we carried on doing pointillism, 
colouring in umbrellas and mixing colours. In PE we played hockey corners with Mr Popple and 
gymnastics with Mrs Royal.  In PSHE we learned about risk. On friday we did another spelling test 
after assembly and had some more time to read.  
 

By Bella 
 
 
 
Pioneers 
 
In Pioneers this week our English writing was  focusing on diary writing. The challenge was to 
maintain a character's point of view (Maia) and for her to  successfully directly address her diary ,  
 
detailing her impressions of the Carters and the Amazon Rainforest. A selection of these diary entries 
will be displayed on the wall in the school hall from next week. 

 

 

Our interest in the Amazon flows into our geography lessons and this week 
we were considering the human impact on the Amazon rainforest caused 
by logging, cattle farming, mining and intensive agriculture. The depletion 
of the rainforests throughout the world was said to be the equivalent area 
of 10 football pitches per minute in 2021! 
 
In maths,  pie charts, rectangles  and angles have been considered and 
we have used the freezing temperatures to revisit negative numbers.  
 
 
 
In computing this week we discussed Cyber Bullying and all the children were quick to share their 
advice for how to tackle it if it happens. Here are a few examples. 



 

 

 

This is cyberbullying. It affects people in many 

different ways such as: hurting  their feelings and  if it 

was a really bad case of cyberbullying they could fall 

into depression! 

Cyberbullying is performed on a game or by messages   ( 

any social media) Bullies use this instead of talking to 

them face to face because either they are scared or 

they think it's easier(well it is.) 

 

Strategies to stop a cyberbully…. 

1. Tell an adult or a trusted adult! 

2.    Block or report them! 

3.    Delete the app you were playing on! 

4. Make a new account and block the bully 

5. If it is on a public account make it private!  

 

Annie-May  18-01-23 Computing  
 

How to stop cyberbullying 

BY Jack and James W 

 

 
 

1)  Tell an adult who you trust before it can get worse 😀 

 

2) You could ask the bullies to stop 😀 

 

3) If they don't stop, report them 😀 

 

4) You might be able to ask your friends to tell the bully to stop bullying you 😀 

 

5) If your mum knows the Mum of the bully ask your mum to tell them to stop 😀 



 

 

 

 

Cyberbullying 

 

Strategies to stop a cyberbully 

You can block them , report them ,tell an adult or 
ban them.You can also delete your account and 
make a new one and you can delete the app. 

 

WHAT IS CYBERBULLYING? 

Cyberbullying is bullying online and on games and 
apps  such as;  Roblox,Fortnite ,Tiktok, Snapchat and Instagram.It hurts people and 
affects people more than normal bullying. 

Ellie, Evie And Jessica 18/01/23 

 
 
 

 
 

Attendance week from: 09/01/2023 to 13/01/2023 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 100% 0 0 0 0 

Adventurers 95.8% 1 15 0 10 

Discoverers 97.1% 0 0 4 4 

Pioneers 91.1% 0 0 12 17 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 95.3% which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 THIS WEEKS AWARDS   

 
 

Class Worker of  
the Week 

Star of  
The Week 

 

Explorers Charlie Ruby 

Adventurers Hollie Alfred 

Adventurers Finn Frazer 

Discoverers Emily Taylor 

Discoverers Blossom Bella 

Pioneers Obie Theo 

Pioneers Samson Leah 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrated their special day this week:  

Amelia age 6 

Elizabeth age 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.37 per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 

 
 

 

mailto:admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

Covid Vaccinations 
 
Solent NHS Trust are no longer running the COVID vaccinations on the Isle of Wight, instead, this 
being managed by St Mary’s Hospital Vaccination Hub. 
 
We have the following Children’s COVID Vaccination Clinics being held in the Children’s Outpatients 
Department and are only available to book via the National Booking System (no walk-ins). 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-
vaccination/ 
  
Half-Term Clinics 
For Years 5-11 and Years 12-15 
Parents can book using the National Booking System 
Held in Children’s Outpatient Department, St Mary’s 
  
Monday 13 February 2023 08:00-11:00 
Thursday 16 February 2023 13:00-16:00 
Friday 17 February 2023 08:00-11:00 
  
Children aged over 16 are welcome to ‘walk-in’ to the St Mary’s Hospital Vaccine Hub in South 
Block on Mondays AND Thursdays 07:40 – 13:00 
  
  
 
 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Wednesday 25th January – Pioneers visit to Amazon World 
Thursday 9th February – Wellbeing Day 
Friday 10th February  – School closes at 3:00pm for half term 
Monday 20th February - School reopens at 08:45  
Thursday 23rd February – Height/Weight Measurement Programme Year R/1/6 
Thursday 2nd March – World Book Day 
Monday 6th March  – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Wednesday 15th March – Adventurers visit to Briddlesford Farm 
Saturday 17th March – St Helens Horticultural Society Spring show (school hall) 
Friday 31st March – School closes at 3:00pm for the Easter break 
Monday 17th April – School reopens at 08:45 for Summer term 
Monday 1st May – May Day bank holiday – school closed 
Friday 26th May – School closes at 3:00pm for half term 
Monday 5th June – School reopens at 08:45  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/


 

 

 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 

 
Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 

information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 
FOSH AMAZON WISH LIST 
 
The school has a wish list on Amazon to which the staff have added items that they would like for our 
wonderful school.  We appreciate that belts are very tight at the moment but we would like to 
encourage you all to have a look at this list from time to time to see if there is anything you would like 
to buy as a gift for school.  Items from this list make great end-of-term or Christmas gifts for the 
school but gifts are welcome anytime and the list is always available and is regularly updated. 
 
Purchased items are posted directly to school and arrive anonymously unless the buyer has added a 
note to say who they are at checkout.  Please don’t forget to add a note as otherwise we will not be 
able to thank you personally.  If you are buying a book and would like to write a note in the front with 
your name and the date of purchase, please let us know on the email address below so we can 
arrange this when your gift arrives. 
 
If you have any questions about the wish list, please get in touch with Katherine 
via mail@friendsofsthelens.org 
 
To view the list on Amazon, please follow this link and consider St Helens Primary School when you 
are shopping online https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share  
 
 
Damira Dental Studios – For information 

 
We have now closed our books and we will no longer be offering children’s day due to being at 
capacity. 
  
From today anyone wanting to register their children at Damira Dental Studios will be put on our NHS 
waiting list. 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/
mailto:mail@friendsofsthelens.org
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1NM3IHB3UQ7V0?ref_=wl_share


 

 

 
 
 

 
 

There is still some availability for violin, cello, double bass or ukulele 
lessons at St Helens Primary.  
 
FEE PER 10 LESSONS 
20 MIN IND     £125.00 
20 MIN GROUP      £80.00 
30 MIN IND     £175.00 
30 MIN GROUP     £112.00 
 
Instrument hire £30 per year 
 



 

 

 
 
 

   


