
 

 

                                                      
ST HELENS PRIMARY  

 
 

Friday 22nd September 2023 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
This week has featured the new football club and Computing Club, the Merry and Bright Club to add 
to the existing clubs available such as The Pioneers Dance Club and skateboarding. 
 
On Thursday the hall was full of staff, children and parents as they completed the annual Beetle 
Drive. Although I didn’t partake it did seem lots of fun. 
Thank you to our many volunteers who help at the school. It is very much appreciated. 
 
Regarding volunteers, we are very much looking for adult readers who can commit to a session or 
two each week to help develop the reading profile at the school.  
This year our main priority will in fact be phonics, early reading and reading for pleasure. So please 
spare an hour or two to help the children with the most essential of all skills. 
 
On Friday Cardwells will be at school for the annual photographs.  
Obviously this will be the first for our Explorers.  
Next week we welcome Ian Dickens to Pioneers who will surely inspire some the children with his 
books and life as an author. It isn’t every day that we welcome a relation of someone so famous! 
 
Thank you to the parents who have booked their meeting with the teachers the following week. 
Usually we get 100% attendance so I hope this time will be the same. 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a great weekend 

Mr Wake 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Attendance week from: 11/09/2023 to 15/09/2023 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 95.3% 0 0 0 6 

Adventurers 98.2% 0 0 2 3 

Discoverers 88.8% 0 0 2 26 

Pioneers 96.5% 0 0 0 9 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was  94.8% which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrate their special day this week:  
 

Betty age 5 

Zach age 8 

 

 



 

 

Recipe of the Week 

Each week we will share an easy to cook recipe which you may 

like to try cooking at home with your child. Please email your 

photos (and reviews) of our recipes to 

admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk and we will publish them in the 

newsletter! If you have any tasty, healthy recipes that you 

would like to share with the school community, please email 

them to the above address. 
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School Dinner Menu (£2.75) per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Tuesday 26th September – Pioneers writer visit (Ian Dickens, Great great grandson of Charles    
Dickens 
Tuesday 26th September – School Nursing team – Flu immunisations (nasal) 
Tuesday 3rd October – Parents Evening  
Wednesday 4th October – Parents Evening  
Friday 20th October          – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 6th November     – School reopens at 08:45 for Autumn term 2 
Friday 15th December      -  School closes at 3:00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 18th December   – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 19th December  – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Monday 11th March 2024 – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
 
 
 



 

 

Flu Immunisations 
 
The school nursing team will be in school on Tuesday 26th September to administer the nasal flu 
vaccinations. 
 
A letter was sent out to parents and carers via email with an information leaflet. This letter contains 
the link to the online consent form. Children have also brought home a leaflet .  
 

This Week’s Class Updates 
 

Explorers 
 
We have had a busy week in Explorers!  
 
The children have enjoyed starting Bug Club this week, we have been listening for initial sounds 
when reading our class books and practising our pencil control. We have started looking at our phase 
2 sounds ‘s’ and ‘a’ and have been creating the letter shapes in playdough.  
 
All the children have enjoyed looking at their reading books, we encourage parents to read with them 
every evening to help build their confidence and understanding.  
At the moment the children are exploring wordless books, each book has conversational prompts to 
help you.  
 
We have made some clay faces. The children squished and squashed the clay to make a round 
shape and foraged for materials in order to create the features.  
 
In the garden this week the children have enjoyed playing a selection of maths games, such as a 
bean bag toss and darts. They have also explored the mud kitchen making up their own muddy 
recipes, in the building area building their own house and using tools to ‘fix’ the tractor as mechanics.  
 
The Explorers are also enjoying learning their songs for our harvest festival. They have helped to 
create actions for our song ‘All the leaves are falling down’ and are excited to share it in a couple of 
weeks!  
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
 
 
Adventurers 
 
This week has been lovely. The class have all been so receptive to their learning and sharing ideas. 
Our London topic has been a hit, with the children learning about using possessive apostrophes to 
aid their writing about how the Queen's hat had been lost and where!  
 
In art the class followed step by step sketching of London monuments and blew us away! We had no 
celebration assembly this week, instead we spent our morning having our individual and sibling 
photos taken. The class were fantastic and had some lovely cheesy grins. Please look for the QR 
code slip in your child's bag for access to your photos.  
 



 

 

Please keep up the fantastic reading at home, almost every book was changed this week! It's so 
lovely to see.  
 
Next week is Show and Tell on THURSDAY, the class can bring in an interesting item to share with 
their peers.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend!  
 

    
 
     
Discoverers 
 
In English we have been working on a new story called Leon and the place between. In maths we 
have been learning about recognising place values and estimating. In Art we have been learning 
about Georgia O'Keeffe, landscapes and using different types of lines in our Art. In science we learnt 
about electricity and tested if circuits would work. In PSHE we learnt about friendship and what we 
like about each other. 
 
By Abbie 
 
Pioneers 
 

Hello  
A great week in school  for the workhouse and Victorian understanding 
this week. Children took part in a role play in history considering how 
children were used as factory labour. We were beginning to appreciate 
just how dangerous the work was to children’s health. For instance, as 
well as the obvious risk of losing a limb in the moving 
machinery,  some children suffered limb deformities because of the 
length of time they stood for: up to 15 hours a day- their bone marrow 
withered away.  



 

 

In our English lessons  we have been 
beginning to construct  a non chronological 
report about workhouses. Using the PEEL 
acronym to ssist in our paragraph structures. 
See opposite. 
 

In maths we were brushing up on column 
addition and have now begun with column 
subtraction. 
 
This week’s Science lesson we were looking 
at the phenomenon of refraction and how the 
speed light travels changes in different 
substances. Explaining why a straw looks 

bent in a glass of water.  
 

 

 

Thank you for supporting your children with their homework this week. 
Please ensure that your child is reading for pleasure everyday at home. 
Whether it is at the breakfast table or in the bath. Reading  to the dog 
or their favourite teddy. 
“I read for pleasure and that is the moment I learn the 
most”  Margaret Atwood 
 
 
 

 
 

FOSH (Friends of St Helens Primary)  News 
 
CAN YOU HELP? 
Due to the recent departure of our treasurer, FOSH are urgently seeking someone to step into the 
role until our AGM in the Spring.  The treasurer does not have to attend all our meetings and the post 
can be quite hands off.  The treasurer does not have to be a parent at the school but does need to 
have a personal connection (ie. grandparents/extended family)  The treasurer will need to be 
confident with handling finances, be able to maintain our digital records (which are not too challenging 
and will be explained)   FOSH's books are not very active and the job is not too onerous and the role 
will perhaps require 30 minutes a month of your time.   
 



 

 

Obviously, we would love our new treasurer to want to be actively involved in planning and 
executing FOSH events but we appreciate that people have busy lives and so, for this temporary role, 
this is not an expectation. As a minimum, you will need to be in contact with the chair (currently 
Katherine Hall) and the secretary (currently Jo Trafford) to authorise major expenditure, deal with 
expense claims from FOSH members and be responsible for keeping records and producing monthly 
reports.  You will also need to produce an annual summary for our AGM which will be held in the 
Spring term.   If you think you might be interested or would like more information, please 
email foshsthelens@gmail.com 
 
BEETLE DRIVE 
A huge thank you to everyone who supported the Beetle Drive last night (Thursday 21/09).  We 
raised about £50 which will go towards supporting the school and your children.  A great time was 
had by all and there have been several requests for another Beetle evening to be held in the near 
future so watch this space..... 
 
 

 
Textile Bank 

 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 
 

Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 
information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
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Isle of Wight Secondary Colleges and 6th Form 

2023-24 Open Day/Evening dates 
(as at 02/02/2023) 

School/College Date Time 

Carisbrooke 

College 

28/09/2023 Year 6 open evening 5-8pm 

Christ the King 

College 

20/09/2023 

 

08/11/2023 

Year 6 open evening  

 

Year 12 open evening  

Cowes Enterprise 

College 

2nd October 2023 

onwards 

 

 

 

 

30th October 2023 

onwards 

Open month; commencing 2 October 2023. 

Series of limited group tours am/pm.  

Separate SEN Tours by request. 

Please call 203103 to reserve am tour place or 

SEN tour. 

 

Open month; commencing 30 October 2023 

Series of bespoke group tours am/pm 

Please call 203103 to reserve am tour place. 

Island Free School 14/10/2023 Y6 open day 

Medina College 26/09/2023 Year 6 open evening 5-8pm 

Ryde Academy 04/10/2023 

 

09/11/2023 

 

Y6 Open Evening 

 

6th Form Open Evening 

Ryde School 07/10/2022 

&  

03/02/2023 

10-12.30pm 

 

The Bay CE 

School 

05/10/2023 Y6 Open Evening 5-8pm 

 

The Island VI 

Form 

16/11/2023 Y12 open evening 

The Isle of Wight 

College 

25/11/2023  

& 

27/01/2024 

& 

06/03/2024 

& 

23/04/2024 

& 

19/06/2024 

10.00-14.00 hrs 
 
10.00-14.00 hrs 

 
16.00-18.30 hrs 

 
16.00-18.30 hrs 

 
16.00-18.30 hrs 



 

 

  

The Priory School 

of our Lady 

Walsingham 

n/a Don’t hold open days. Ring up to make an 

appointment for a show round. Marion Ahmed 

– Tel: 861222 or email: 

mail@prioryschool.org.uk 

 

 Please note St Georges is not offering open days. Places are allocated via the SEND department. 

 

mailto:mail@prioryschool.org.uk


 

 

  
 

  
 
 



 

 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

    
 
 

DINOMANIA LIVE IS COMING BACK TO ISLE OF 
WIGHT    

Bot h  adul t s  and ch i l dr en  r equi re  a  t i cket  

Ti ckets  ar e  £15pp,  ch i ld ren  1  yea r  and under  are  f r ee .  

 D inoman ia  i s  a  f un  f i l l ed  5*  in t e rac t i ve  d inos aur  s how t ou r i ng  t he  UK f o r  2023 .  

 W e a re  b r ing ing  you  2  sess ions  pe r  day  w i t h  on l y  300  t i ck e t s  ava i l ab le  pe r  s ess ion .  

Ses s ion  t im es  a re  11am an d  2pm 

Com e and  j o i n  Ranger  Chr i s  and  h is  d i nos aur s  as  seen  on  BGT  2022 !  



 

 

The  awar d  w inn ing  You tube  Rangers  f rom D inoman ia  w i l l  t eac h  you  a l l  abou t  t hes e  

am az ing  c rea t u res .  D inosaurs  w i l l  r oam a r ound  t he  c rowd i n  t he  UKs  m os t  in t e rac t i ve  

d i nosaur  show.  

 Al l  a t t endees  w i l l  be  seat ed  on  t he  f loor  f or  the  most  in t er act i ve  exper ience .  

For  t hose  l ess  than  ab l e  w e  have  l im i ted  seat i ng  ar ound t he  s ides .  

  

Don ’ t  f o rge t  we  don ’ t  j us t  have  in t e rac t i ve  d i nosaurs ,  we  boas t  one  o f  t he  la rges t  

mob i le  d i nosaur  museums,  w i t h  lo t s  o f  f oss i l s  and  rep l i cas ,  i nc l ud ing  a  f u l l  s i ze  T -

Rex sk u l l !  

W arni ng  our  l a rge  d i nosaur s  ar e  very b ig  and r ea l is t i c  so  ther e  i s  a  mi l d  sca re  

f ac t or  so  p l ease  keep t h is  i n  mind w hen purchas ing .  

 

 


