
 

 

                                                      
ST HELENS PRIMARY  

 
 

Friday 8th September 2023 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The children have returned in great spirits which is always lovely  to see. Tuesday’s welcome 
assembly was a great example of the excellent behaviour we expect from the children and why I 
always look forward to my days at school. 
 
The sun may have forgotten to shine during the school holidays but it has certainly been present this 
week with temperatures reaching the high twenties. Fortunately we have some lovely shaded spaces 
around the school site when the rooms got a little warm. 
 
We welcomed 13 new Explorers this week who have been an absolute delight and are mixing well 
with each other and some of the older children at break times. I hope to see two more join the class 
before too long in order to reach our target number of 15. 
This week we have also welcomed Beauin who has joined key stage 2. 
 
All our best wishes goes to Mrs Allman and family as they have welcomed a baby girl to their clan.  
We welcome Miss Powell who is covering Mrs Allman’s maternity leave. 
 
In class, the children have settled well. I am delighted to be teaching the Pioneers for a number of 
sessions this year and they have certainly impressed me with their great attitude. Pippa is obviously a 
Shakespearian actress in the making and the attitude of all Upper Key Stage 2 has been exemplary. 
Thank you for their efforts. 
Throughout the classes, the children are settled and ready for an exciting year ahead.  
 
We have had a busy summer at school. There is now a new playground awaiting lining in the next 
few weeks. We have had a major upgrade on the heating system and the upper floor of the library 
bus has had a repainting. Thank you to the village volunteers for their efforts. 
Thank you also to Mr Andre for his efforts during the summer. 
 
All in all we have had a great first week back and I look forward to many more in the future. 
 
Mr Wake 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Attendance week from:17/07/2023 to 21/07/2023 

 
Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 
Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 90% 0 0 10 4 

Adventurers 98.8% 0 0 0 3 

Discoverers 93.9% 0 0 10 7 

Pioneers 97.1% 0 0 0 9 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 95.6% which is below 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrate their special day this week:  
 

Margaux age 6 

James age 11 

Luca age 8 

Ellie age 11 

Raif age 6 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

School Dinner Menu (£2.75) per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Thursday 21st September – FOSH Beetle Drive 5-7pm  
Monday 25th September  – Cardwell & Simons Individual School photos 
Tuesday 26th September – School Nursing team – Flu immunisations (nasal) 
Friday 20th October          – School closes at 3.00pm for half term 
Monday 6th November     – School reopens at 08:45 for Autumn term 2 
Friday 15th December      -  School closes at 3:00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 18th December   – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 19th December  – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Monday 11th March 2024 – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
 
Flu Immunisations 
 
The school nursing team will be in school on Tuesday 26th September to administer the nasal flu 
vaccinations. 
 
A letter was sent out to parents and carers this week via email with an information leaflet. This letter 
contains the link to the online consent form. Children have also brought home a leaflet today.  
 
 
Explorers 
 
We have had a fantastic first week in Explorers!  
 
The children have all enjoyed exploring the classroom and the garden as well as joining the rest of 
the school out on the playground at break time.  
This week has just been about the children getting to know us, each other and the classroom 
routines.  
They have all already made some great friends!  
 
Some activities the children have really enjoyed have been; racing cars, making sand ice creams, 
cleaning the mud kitchen, blowing bubbles and making their own playdough!  
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend.   
 
 
         
Adventurers 
 
We have had a great first week back! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Discoverers 
 
 

 
 
Pioneers 
 
Hello from Mrs Maloney, 
The children in Pioneers have settled in brilliantly this week and are already working really hard. 
Thank you for your support.  Please find below some useful documents /information. Further details 
regarding homework expectations will follow next week. Have a lovely weekend.  
 
 
 

Pioneers Class  Autumn Term 2023 
Team: Mrs Maloney, Mrs Ashdown, Mrs Royal  and Mr Wake 

 

Parent Information Sheet: Curriculum Coverage 
 

 

 



 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

  

Hello and a huge Welcome back  to school , I do hope you all enjoyed a refreshing break. I am 

really looking forward to welcoming your child into the Pioneer Class this term. Please find listed below 

our intended curriculum coverage for the Autumn Term 2023.  

 

Maths  Autumn 1 and Autumn 2  

The children will cover the age related objectives set out in the National Curriculum and will cover the 

following areas; place value, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division,  measurement, 

fractions , decimals, geometry and shape. A fluent knowledge of all times tables is a crucial element 

of maths application and understanding in Years 5 and 6  

 
English 

The following texts will be studied: Autumn 1 Street Child by Berlie Doherty and The Jungle Book 

by Rudyard Kipling. The intended writing outcomes will be: a workhouse non chronological report, 

diary entries and a “lost Child” narrative.  

Autumn 2 we will look at both The Wolves of Currumpaw by William Gill and Wolf Wilder written 

by Katherine Rundell and the intended writing outcomes will be balanced arguments, vivid 

descriptions and newspaper articles. 

 
Science –Autumn 1 Light  Autumn 2  Electricity 

The children will be working scientifically by recognising that light appears to travel in straight 

lines and explaining shadows.   
The children will associate the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a buzzer with the number and voltage 

of cells used in the circuit. Compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, including 

the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off position of switches. Use recognised 

symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram. 

 

History and Geography  – The Victorians on the IOW  

The children will research and study Queen Victoria – her life, family, portraits and homes 

(including Osborne House). Understand some of the changes that took place in Victorian society. 

Recognise why towns grew during the Victorian era and relate this to the IOW. Understand what 

life was like for the poor and study workhouses and child labour. Identify the Victorians as great 

inventors. The study of the Victorians will also include an appreciation of the extent of 

colonisation ;so this will embed world locational knowledge.  

 

 

 

 

RE - Autumn 1 Belonging Autumn 2 Interpretation 

The children will describe their response to the concept of Belonging and identify examples of how 

Belonging can be applied in their own and others’ lives. The children will link this to how Belonging is 



 

 

important to Muslims. In Autumn 2 the children will consider the concept of Interpretation and 

how there are different narratives about the birth of Jesus in the Christian faith and in the 

Bible.   

  

PSHE   

In this Autumn term we will consider all types of friendships , in particular how to positively  

manage friendships and deal with peer influences. How to understand opinions and other points 

of view and respond respectfully to others.  

In PSHE lessons we will be using resources from SCARF (created by Coram Life Education) which  

is the leading charity provider of relationships, health, wellbeing, and drugs education to children 

across the UK.  

SCARF, is a comprehensive, fully resourced, progressive PSHE scheme of work for 3-11 year olds, 

supporting schools with a Whole-school approach to wellbeing and Mental Health. SCARF stands 

for  Safety, Caring, Achievement, Resilience, Friendship 

 

Art and Design 

There will be many stimulating art and design  opportunities for the children throughout our 

Autumn Term curriculum subjects;  some highlights include: Victorian silhouettes; an investigation 

of  the work of JMW Turner. A vanishing point can be used to give the impression of depth in a 

picture. The children will also consider how the use and portrayal of shade and colour can impact 

on the mood and expression conveyed by a piece of art. 

We will also be looking at William Morris:  getting to know how printing can be done on 

different materials. We will be working on the skill of recording our observations in our 

sketchbooks  and using them to review and revisit ideas. In the Autumn term 2 in  Design and 

Technology we will be designing , improving and evaluating a Victorian inspired mechanical toy. 

 

 
MFL  

French is now taught weekly using  Rigolo.  Rigolo is the No 1 Primary teaching resource for French. 

It is a three-star winner of the Teach Primary Resource Awards 2018! With Rigolo, we can follow 

the amazing adventures of Jake, Polly and Bof as they discover France through lively interactions 

and colourful stories. 

 

 

Music  

This academic year our school is beginning to use a new scheme in music lessons  called Kapow. 

This critically acclaimed scheme takes a holistic approach to the teaching of music in Upper Key 

Stage two and is designed in a spiral/ cyclical manner so children revisit concepts and progress in 

their musical  knowledge . The stands of performing, listening, composing , the history of music 

alongside the interrelated dimensions of music are interwoven into topics which are designed to 

capture pupils' imaginations and help them explore music enthusiastically. This term we will be 



 

 

looking at the composer Mendelsohn ( a favourite of Queen Victoria) and his piece Fingal's Cave 

and later in the term studying staff notation and whole class instrumentation lessons using tuned 

percussion. 

 

Computing 

Kapow will also be used to deliverComputing lessons this yaer and in the Autumn Term  

These are our areas of key knowledge. 

Autumn 1 Research Skills 
● ·  

To know how search engines work. 

● · To understand that anyone can create a website and therefore we should take steps to 

check the validity of websites. 

● · To know that web crawlers are computer programs that crawl through the internet. 

● ·  To understand what copyright is. 

Autumn 2 Designing and inventing a new electronic product. 

● To know what designing an electronic product involves. 

● To know which programming software/language is best to achieve a purpose. 

● To know the building blocks of computational thinking e.g. sequence, selection, repetition, 

variables and inputs and outputs. 

 

PE 

PE lessons will be the last lesson of the day on both a Thursday and Friday ; please could your 

child attend school in their school PE kit on these days. 

 

Homework 

Will be given out on a Thursday and is to be handed in the following Wednesday morning: further 

homework expectations and some guidance is contained in a separate communication. The main 

focus this term will be spellings. 

 

If you have any questions or need to share information or concerns please do not hesitate to 

contact me by email. 

 

 sarah.maloney@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 

 

Many thanks  

Mrs Maloney 

 

 
 

mailto:sarah.maloney@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk


 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FOSH (Friends of St Helens Primary)  News 
 

FOSH FAMILY BEETLE DRIVE 
 
FOSH are holding a Beetle Drive on Thursday 21st September 5-7pm.  Beetle is a fun game that is 
suitable for all ages and we would love to see you there!  A jacket potato supper will be included in 
the ticket price of £5 per person.  Letters will be coming home with the children over the next few 
days so please look out for more information. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Textile Bank 
 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 
 

Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 
information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 

 
 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/


 

 

 
 

   
 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Adult Community Learning are pleased to launch their new Autumn programme.  We have a wide 
range of workshops and courses on offer, if you are interested in any of the following: Functional 
Skills English and/or maths, Multiply maths, ICT, Art, Craft, Health and Wellbeing or FREE online 
short courses, please head over to our website www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses  for more information 
and to book.  If you would rather speak to a member of staff, call the office on 01983 817280 or pop 
into The Learning Centre, Westridge, Ryde and someone will be only too happy to help you.  
  
If you are interested in developing your skills further, perhaps to retrain or return to work, why not 
book a careers appointment with our information, advice, and guidance professional?  She will tailor 
the appointment to your needs and can offer you help with CV writing, covering letters, application 
forms or support you with career changes, redundancy, education and training. 

http://www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses


 

 

  
We also have an ICT suite which is open every Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm (term time only) starting 
Friday 22 September, for anyone wishing to access online learning or get support from a tutor.  
 

 

 



 

 

 


