
 

 

                                                      
ST HELENS PRIMARY  

 
 

Friday 24th November 2023 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had another busy week with two class trips, the Christmas nativity in full swing and a series 
of visits and visitors. 
 
The publication of the Ofsted Report in various media was of course very well received. 
Thank you to all the positive comments both in person and on social media. They are very much 
appreciated. 
 
The FOSH met at school on Thursday and were busily adding final touches to the school fayre. Sadly 
I was unable to attend due to other commitments. Thank you to them for their continued support of 
course. We now have a Christmas tree in the hall, a newly carpeted library bus as well as supply of 
wood that will be used for future endeavours. 
 
Thank you to the suppliers and fitters who gave up their time and materials to fit the carpet free of 
charge. I have already seen children up on the top deck enjoying their reading. The FOSH and I will 
now liaise to find some suitable furnishings to support the reading experience by adding the 
appropriate bean bags and cushions. 
 
Thank you again to everyone involved including Mr Andre our site manager for ensuring the school 
was open and Mrs Morling and Miss Campbell for their organisational skills. 
 
Saturday 2nd December promises to be a busy day in St Helens with a number of seasonal events 
occurring with our own Fayre featuring highly of course between 1-3pm. 
 
On Monday afternoon, I continued my Discoverers reading groups. 8 children in two groups and I get 
together to read The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q. Rauf. 
The children impressed again and the choice of text is very well chosen 
In fact it is the winner of the Blue Peter Best Story Award 2019. I know I am going to enjoy these 
sessions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reviews include –  

 
Raul's book is at once tear-jerking and chuckle-inducing and will go a long way to restore faith in 
human nature. ― Sunday Post 
 
Onjali Raúf's debut, The Boy at the Back of the Class (Orion), illustrated by Pippa Curnick, offers a 
child's eye view and an ambitious, adventure-filled plot. When a new boy is introduced at school, no 
one is exactly sure where he has come from; what is a "refugee kid", anyway, and how can Ahmet be 
helped to feel that he belongs? Though the narrator's voice is overly young at times, this is a lovely, 
warm-hearted first novel, a celebration of courage and friendship leavened with mischief. ― The 
Guardian 
 
This is a powerful story about friendship and kindness. ― Family Traveller 
 
In Explorers this week they have been busy finding shapes and attending nativity rehearsals with 
Adventurers class. 
 
Levi’s favourite activity was the class visit to Newport cinema to watch ‘Epic Tails’, part of the Into 
Film Festival which offered free viewings to local schools. The class went on to write film reviews 
which Alfred particularly enjoyed. Athena enjoyed decorating the angels and Emily, the nativity 
rehearsals. 
 
In Discoverers Taylor has enjoyed writing their newspaper articles and discovering the differences 
between rituals and routine in RE, Emily the 2D/3D shapes and Barnaby drawing the old church at St 
Helens duver in art. 
 
Pioneers took a trip to Osborne House on Tuesday and first impressions for Millie-Jay were very 
good. They acted out being servants, footmen and maids, had a tour around the house (which they 
had all to themselves as it was closed to the general public!) and also made sketches of the exterior 
of the building. 
 
On Friday Mrs Maloney will take the reigns during assembly as I had to attend a course in Newport 
meaning I had to relinquish one of my favourite events of the week. Thank you to Mrs Maloney for 
stepping in on her day off. 
 
 
Thank you to the staff for all their efforts this week with a special thanks to Mrs Yardley for holding the 
fort in Adventurers. 
 
 
Have a great weekend 

Mr Wake 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FOSH NEWS 

 
 

MUFTI DAY MONDAY 27th NOVEMBER 

The school is holding a MUFTI DAY on MONDAY 27th NOVEMBER.  Children may wear their 
home clothes to school in exchange for a chocolatey donation for the chocolate tombola at 
the upcoming Christmas Fayre.  The suggested value of the chocolatey donation is about £1 
 
 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

The annual Christmas Fayre is Saturday 2nd December 1-3pm.   

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP to make the fayre a success.  If you are able to spare some time 

on Saturday 2nd December to help set up/run the fayre, please get in touch. We are also 

seeking volunteers to help tidy away afterwards. 
Make sure you put a note in your diaries as we would love to see you all there!  The fayre will include 
lots of local craft stalls selling their wares, games to play, crafts to enjoy and Father Christmas will be 
paying a visit too! We will also be serving hot food, cakes, tea and coffee.  If you are able to help 
before (to set up or bake a cake)/during/after (to help tidy away) the event, all assistance will be 
welcomed enthusiastically. Please speak to Katherine or Tammy outside school or 
email foshsthelens@gmail.com 
 

Donations of homemade cakes and biscuits that can be sold at the Christmas Fayre will be 

gratefully received anytime on Friday 1st December.  Please leave donations with the school 

office. 
 

SCHOOL TEA TOWEL 

Orders are still being taken for the school tea towel!  These towels make a fabulous keepsake 

of your child's time at St Helens (our own mothers still have the ones we ourselves made at school in 
the 80s!) and they also make great Christmas presents!  Tea towels that are pre ordered cost £5 
each. This price will go up to £7 at the Christmas Fayre so get your orders in quickly to benefit from 
the discounted price! Please email foshsthelens@gmail.com with 'Tea Towels' in the subject box, 
detailing the number of towels required and your child's name and class.  Towels will be available to 
collect at the Christmas Fayre on 2nd December. 
 

VILLAGE OF ANGELS 

Each year in December the village of St Helens in decorated with angels made by the villagers.  This 

year FOSH will be running the event and it will be tied into our school Christmas Fayre.   The 

children of the village and those who attend the school are being invited to make their own 

angel to be displayed at school until 2nd December and from then at The Vine.  Judging will take 

place on Friday 1st December with winners announced and prizes given out at the Christmas 
Fayre.  More information and details of how you can enter can be found on our Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/FOSHPS and on posters around the school and the village. 
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CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATION COMPETITION 

A Christmas tree has appeared outside the school office but it is looking very bare because it has no 

decorations!  FOSH would like to invite the children to make a hanging decoration at home 

and bring it in to liven up our tree.  The best decorations in each class (judged by the School 

Council) will receive a little prize at the end of term.  Decorations must be hanging and be no more 
than 15cms long. They must be made entirely by the children and be clearly labelled with name and 
class. Entries cost 50p. Please send entry money in a sealed envelope labelled FOSH CHRISTMAS 
TREE COMPETITION with your child's name on the front.  Children can hang their own decoration up 
when they bring it in. 
 

2ND HAND UNIFORM SALE 

FOSH will be holding their next 2nd hand uniform sale on Wednesday 6th December from 2.45-

3.15pm.  Lots of items to choose from for 50p each.  There are also school shoes and football boots 

available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance week from: 13/11/2023 to 17/11/2023 
 

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 
Lateness 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Authorised 
Absences 

Explorers 91.3% 0 0 0 11 

Adventurers 98.6% 0 0 0 4 

Discoverers 97.6% 1 5 4 2 

Pioneers 97% 1 20 2 6 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 96.9% which is above 
the national expectation of 96% 

 
 
If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 
872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can 
you put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise 
the absence will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to 
follow the Local Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we 
have to follow it up. 

 
 
 
  
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

We would like to wish a very ‘Happy Birthday’ to the following children and staff 

who celebrate their special day this week:  
 

Mrs Rue 

Selena age 9 

Hollie age 7 
 
 

School Dinner Menu (£2.75) per day or free to Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 
 

On TUESDAYS and FRIDAYS only, the children will be able to order baguettes - 
fillings cheese, tuna or ham. 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their 
teacher know so we can order enough portions from The Bay kitchen. 

 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Thursday 30th November – Autumn term Well Being Day 
Saturday 2nd December – FOSH Christmas Fayre in the school hall 
Saturday 2nd December – FOSH St Helens Village of Angels launch/Village Christmas tree lighting 
from 5pm 
Wednesday 6th December – EYFS/KS1 Nativity to school/dress rehearsal 
Thursday 7th December – EYFS/KS1 Nativity to parents (2pm and 5.30pm) 
Wednesday 13th December – Party Day (EYFS/KS1 morning, KS2 afternoon) 
Thursday 14th December – Father Christmas visit AM 
Thursday 14th December – School Christmas lunch 
Friday 15th December      -  School closes at 3:00pm for Christmas break 
Monday 18th December   – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 19th December  – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Tuesday 2nd January 2024- School reopens at 8.45am for the Spring Term 
Monday 11th March 2024 – Staff Development Day – school closed to children 
Monday 17th to Wednesday 19th June – Year 5/6 Residential trip 
 
 
 

This Week’s Class Updates 
 

Explorers 
 
Another lovely week in Explorers!  
 
We’ve had a busy week with Nativity rehearsals. The children have all done a great job learning the songs, we 
are looking forward to you seeing the finished production in a couple of weeks.  
 
In phonics this week we have been revising our phase two sounds and tricky words. The Explorers have 
enjoyed a number of blending activities and games to help them apply their sound knowledge to read and write 
words. As well as this we have enjoyed reading the book The Tiger that came to tea. We have done a few tea 
party activities to help get the children writing.  
 
Our number of the week has been 7 this week. The children have loved helping Mrs Sharp update the maths 
display each week as we continue to count up our number line. In maths with Ms P this week the children have 
been spending money. We have been counting pennies and working out what we can buy with 5p. Later this 
week with Mrs Callaghan we have been exploring 4 sided shapes. We have been talking about the different 
properties of shapes and sorting them into groups.  
 
We hope you have a lovely weekend! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Adventurers 
 
Adventurers have had a wonderful week. Filled with fun! We’ve continued with our new book in 
English; ‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas’. The class discovered the Grinch was the one who 
destroyed Christmas in our classroom last week.  
 
They took a trip as part of the Into Film Festival, to Cineworld to watch ‘Epic Tails’ and once back at 
school, they wrote a film review for the film festival competition. We had a great time and we must 
say, they were the youngest class in the viewing and by far the most well behaved. We are very 
proud of each and every one of them.  
 
Nativity practise is going strong! With only 12 days to go until the first dress rehearsal to the 
school?!?! We can’t wait. We’re finalising costume details now and a letter will go out on Monday. 
Please don’t panic- it’ll be for leggings, tops etc that they already own. If you’re having trouble 
sourcing something, please let us know and we’ll see what we can do. Our narrators have each gone 
home with lines, can we please remember to bring them in each day for the rehearsals.  
 
Have wonderful weekends! Remembering it’s Mufti Day on MONDAY, in exchange for bringing in 
something chocolate based for the Christmas Fayre.  
 
Thanks again for a lovely week.  
 

   
     
 
     
 
 



 

 

Discoverers 
 
In English this week we have been planning, Writing and typing up our newspaper for the firework 
maker's daughter. 
 
This week in Art,we have been drawing the old St. Helens church. We have also been colouring in 
the angels for the christmas tree in the village. 
 
In Science this week we have been showcasing how a dinosaur is fossilised. 
 
This week in maths we have been learning about acute,Right and obtuse angles.We have also been 
learning about identifying symmetry. 
 
In geography we have been creating a map of North America. 
 
In RE (religious education) we have been learning about routines and rituals. 
 
Written by Luke Hughes.  
 
 
 
Pioneers 
 

This week in Pioneers we had our visit to Osborne House. What a great day we had. 
It began with  a workshop below stairs. All the children were assigned servant’s names 
and roles ( actual jobs and people who worked at Osborne House in the 19th Century)  
Mrs Smith the housekeeper taught the children how to set the table, make a fire, make 
a bed , polish the silver and prepare an afternoon tea tray. The children had to pretend 
that Queen Victoria was coming and all had to be ready for her visit.  
After lunch we had our own personal 
visit of the house ( the house was not 
open to the public) and so we were 
impressed with the  knowledge of our 
personal English Heritage Guide. All the 
children were extremely well behaved 
and all asked great questions. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

            
 

 

      
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Textile Bank 

 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, 
bags, hats, (in a tied bag).The donated items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school 
will receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) should be left near to the 
front entrance of the school. Please let the office know you have left items! Please do not donate 
duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling 
company will deduct the cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised.  
 

 
 

Remember to look at the school website for the latest school updates and 
information at www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 
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