
                       

St Helens Primary Newsletter  

Friday 12th December 2025 

 

 

Attendance  

Week from: 01/12/2025 to 05/12/2025 

  

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 

Authorised 

Absences 

Explorers 97.2% 1 20 0 3 

Adventurers 89.6% 1 20 10 17 

Discoverers 95.2% 3 63 10 6 

Pioneers 93.1% 3 107 4 14 

 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 93.3% which is below the 

 national expectation of 95%. 

In line with the school policy, please inform the school every day of absence, wherever practically 

possible, of the reason for their child’s absence and the predicted date of their return. 

 

If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 

872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can you 

put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise the absence 

will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to follow the Local 

Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we have to follow it up. 

 

 

Attendance Matters                              Every Child Every Day 

                                          

 

 



  

 

This Week’s Awards 

 Class 
Worker of 

the Week 

Star of 

The Week 

 

Explorers Kevyn Noah 

Adventurers Albie Charlie 

Adventurers Marley Nathanael 

Discoverers Arlo Raif 

Discoverers Jude Bogosi 

Pioneers Arlo Ria 

Pioneers Teddy Clara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th – 14th December 

Mae age 6 

Tilly age 7 

Miss Gorman 

Mrs Ashdown 

 

 



         School Dinner Menu (£3.30 per day or free to 

                       Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 

 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their teacher 

know so we can order enough portions from Nettlestone kitchen. 



Dates for Your Diary 

  

          

Wednesday 17th December 

 

Thursday 18th December 

Thursday 18th December 

Friday 19th December 

Monday 5th January 2026 

Friday 13th February  

Monday 23rd February 

Tuesday 24th February 

Christmas Parties – Early Years/KS1 - A.M. 

                               KS2 - P.M. 

Father Christmas visit 

Chartwells Christmas Dinner 

School closes at 3:00pm for Christmas holidays 

School reopens at 8:45am for Spring term 

School closes at 3:00pm for half term 

Staff Development Day–school closed to children 

School reopens at 8:45am for Spring term  

 

  

 

Family Help, Information & Activities 

 

       

          



 

Family Friendly Festive Weekend at the Isle of 

Wight Donkey Sanctuary - Saturday 20 and 

Sunday 21 December 

Celebrate Christmas with magical, affordable fun at the 

Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary! Meet over 100 donkeys 

and ponies and enjoy a unique Santa’s Grotto 

experience inside our barn. 

Find out more on the Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary 

website 

  

Santa’s Grotto 

Come and meet Santa in his festive grotto, all weekend from 10.30am to 3pm. He’ll be with his elves and 

our donkeys for a very special Christmas experience. 

From £5 per child (includes a festive goodie bag). 

Book online or book in on the day (subject to availability) 

  

New for 2025: Quiet Time with Santa on Saturday 20 December, 10.00 to 10.30am. 

If your child would love to meet Santa but would prefer a calmer, more relaxed experience, this session is 

just for them. 

From £5 per person, including a festive goodie bag. 

Spaces are limited and must be booked in advance online. 

Other activities on over our Festive Weekend include: 

https://www.iowdonkeysanctuary.org/christmas2025attheiowdonkeysanctuary
https://www.iowdonkeysanctuary.org/christmas2025attheiowdonkeysanctuary
https://www-253b.bookeo.com/bookeo/b_iowdonkeysanctuary_start.html?ctlsrc2=RNfhEgNGtrOdclmqQcds7T8P3vBRO10DxMHz7ufVvkA%3D&src=03b&type=32534A6KXR199FCBDDDE1
https://www-253b.bookeo.com/bookeo/b_iowdonkeysanctuary_start.html?ctlsrc2=RNfhEgNGtrOdclmqQcds7dTbfA2EylMYhWtuX9fKxRk%3D&src=03b&type=3253XWHXCX19A30A366BA


 Pony & carriage rides - £5 per person (weather dependant) 
 Free reindeer trail – search for the reindeers hidden around our site – everyone gets a sweet treat! 
 Seasonal music in the barn 
 Mulled wine and festive treats in our café 
 Christmas shopping ideas 
 Isle of Wight Gin Company tasting – mums, dads and grandparents only! 

  

Find out more on the Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary website. 

 

 

  

 

https://www.iowdonkeysanctuary.org/christmas2025attheiowdonkeysanctuary


 

 

 

 

Adult Community Learning are delighted to share their new 

programme of workshops and courses, for adults 19+ 

years.   Whether it is ICT, English or maths, art, craft, 

health and wellbeing or careers advice, we have something 

for everyone.  Check out what’s on offer and book 

at www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses , or call us on 817280. 

Come and learn something new in a relaxed and informal 

setting, at The Learning Centre, Westridge, Ryde. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQPNTE0NzcxNTY5MjI4MDYxAAEedKyNty3qLkYG4yIsFxRdAZni666R5EcCtYjppvnJ8lZiKQk9wiUNkTk9D-E_aem_ssJer38f2eMydTgNZ9uDsw


Team St Helens Sports News 

             

On Friday 5th December, Mrs Royal took a team from Years 4, 5 & 6 to take 

part in the Sportshall Athletics event at The Bay Secondary School. Each 

participant gave their all and should be proud to have finished 5th out of 7 

teams against very strong competition. Well done ! 

 

 

                                                                                                                         

                         

             Headteacher’s Update 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 We had a very busy week penultimate week as you can imagine.  

Thanks to Mrs Sharp for her extra support this week. 

The nativity was as spectacular as usual. The children in Adventurers and Explorers excelled with 

some children having to cover absence at the last moment. Reggie, Rowan and Harvey stepped 

up to support their younger friends to ensure the performances ran smoothly. 

Thanks also to all the adults involved for helping put together a great show. Great work everyone. 

Well done to all the children who participated in the sports hall athletics. Some excellent 

performances including a first place to Teddy. 

On Friday we had the Christmas Fayre which was well attended. Thanks to everyone who 



supported. A more detailed report will follow on Friday.   

This week is the countdown to Christmas with our special visitor on Thursday, Christmas parties 

and the very popular Christmas lunch. 

I look forward to a great week and hope everyone recovers from their various bugs that seem to 

have spread to Discoverers and Pioneers in particular. 

Please remember that hand hygiene is paramount and to follow the catch it, bin it, kill it motto. 

Although, I always hope for excellent attendance and children do not need to have a day off for a 

minor symptoms, parents know if their children are unwell of course and will make the right 

choices to prevent the germs from spreading further. 

 

Have a healthy week 

Mr Wake 

 

 

 

 

This Week’s Class Updates 

 

 Explorers & Adventurers 

 

Well done to all the children (and grown-ups) for three wonderful performances of Whoops-

a-Daisy Angel. Here are a few photos for your enjoyment!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

   

    

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pioneers    

Dear Parents and Carers 

In English, we have been writing a story on a topic of our choice, because there is a 
competition in Style of Wight. The prize is more books for school and £150 in book 
tokens for the  winner. 

In Maths, we have been working on fractions. For example, if there were six pizzas 
and three and a half were eaten, there would be two and a half left. We having been 
learning to write this as a mixed number or an improper fraction.  

In PE, we have been playing tag rugby and working in teams of five. 

In Art, we have been making Christmas cards and experimenting with shadows. 

In Science, we carried out an investigation with a rotor. We laid down a ruler, held 
paper in front of it, and measured how far the paper moved back. Then we added 
another battery, which made the motor go faster, and we measured how much faster 
it went by looking if the paper moved further. 

   
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Textile Bank 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted 

clothes, belts, paired shoes, bags, hats, (in a tied bag). The donated 

items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school will 

receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 

should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the 

office know you have left items! 

Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, 

soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling company will deduct the 

cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised. 
  

 

 

 

For the latest school updates & information 

remember to look at the school website 

www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 

 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/

