
 

 

St Helens Primary Newsletter  

Friday 5th December 2025 

 

 

Attendance  

Week from: 24/11/2025 to 28/11/2025 

  

Class Attendance Late Arrivals Minutes Lost Through 

Lateness 
Unauthorised 

Absences 

Authorised 

Absences 

Explorers 96.8% 0 0 0 3 

Adventurers 93.8% 0 0 4 12 

Discoverers 96.1% 0 0 8 5 

Pioneers 96.5% 0 0 0 9 

 

Although we strive for 100%, our whole school attendance for this week was 95.7% which is above the 

 national expectation of 95%. 

In line with the school policy, please inform the school every day of absence, wherever practically 

possible, of the reason for their child’s absence and the predicted date of their return. 

 

If your child is too unwell to attend school please contact us to let us know. You can phone on 

872442 or email us on admin@sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk If you let us know by phone please can you 

put the reason for your child’s absence in writing when they return to school otherwise the absence 

will be marked as unauthorised. We are required to ask you for this in order to follow the Local 

Authority attendance procedures, and if we don’t receive a letter or email we have to follow it up. 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters                              Every Child Every Day 

                                          

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Attendance Superstars  

November 

 

 

  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levi  Lottie  Jude  

Tate  Teddy  Lola  

Noah  Emily  Travis  

Isobel  Alfred Alena 

Jaxx Eli Margaux 

Arlo D Nancy Raif 

Arlo F Barnaby Abbie 

Rowan Daniel Micah 

Arabella G Athena Logan G 

Mabel Thomas Betty 

Amelia H Mia H Lizzie 

Clara Luke H Rosie 

Bogosi Ronnie Charlie P 

Harry Cai-Wyn Dominic 

Harvey Sam S Lila 

Andreas William Th Noah T 

William Tr Luke W Seb W 

Isabella George   



 

 

This Week’s Awards 

 Class 
Worker of 

the Week 

Star of 

The Week 

 

Explorers Nancy Tommy 

Adventurers Bella Sam 

Adventurers Harvey Rowan 

Discoverers Oliver Ruby 

Discoverers Poppy Emily 

Pioneers Travis Belle 

Pioneers Taylor Thomas & Micah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st – 7th December  

 

Amelia  age 8 

Andreas age 5 

 

  

 

 



 

         School Dinner Menu (£3.30 per day or free to 

                       Reception, Year 1 & 2 pupils) 

 

 

If your child would like the vegetarian option on a particular day, please can they let their teacher 

know so we can order enough portions from Nettlestone kitchen. 



 

Consultation Notice – Reduction to Published 

Admission Number (PAN) September 2027 - 2028 

 

Tuesday 2 December 2025 – Tuesday 13 January 2026 (midnight) 

  

As the admissions authority, and in accordance with 1.45 of the Schools Admissions Code, the local 

authority is consulting on the 2027 – 2028 Admissions Policies for: 

  

 Community and Controlled Primary Schools on the Isle of Wight 
 The Bay CE School 

  

The proposed amendment is to reduce the Published Admission Number (PAN) at the following schools: 

  

 Greenmount Primary School – reduction from 60 to 30 
 Haylands Primary School - reduction from 60 to 30 
 The Bay CE School (primary site) – reduction from 60 to 45 
 Wroxall Primary School – reduction from 25 to 20 

  

The number of places available for children to start Reception in September 2027 and all subsequent 

Reception cohorts will be reduced to the proposed Published Admission Number (PAN) for each of these 

schools. 

 The change to the Published Admission Number for the above schools is the only proposed change to the 

admission arrangements, all other criteria, including oversubscription, will remain the same. 

  

The proposed change to the admission arrangements and the admission policies can be viewed online 

at: www.iow.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-admissions/primary-admissions-consultation/ 

  

Comments on the proposed admissions arrangements should be sent by email 

to school.admissions@iow.gov.uk entitled ‘Primary Admissions Consultation for 2027 – 2028.’ 

  

or by post to: 

Miss R Adams 

Senior Officer (Admissions and Transport) 

County Hall 

Newport 

Isle of Wight 

PO30 1UD 

  

by midnight on Tuesday 13 January 2026.  

http://www.iow.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-admissions/primary-admissions-consultation/
mailto:school.admissions@iow.gov.uk


Dates for Your Diary 

  

          

Tuesday 9th December 

Wednesday 10th December 

Friday 12th December 

Wednesday 17th December 

 

Thursday 18th December 

Thursday 18th December 

Friday 19th December 

Monday 5th January 2026 

Friday 13th February  

Monday 23rd February 

Tuesday 24th February 

KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal 2pm 

KS1 Nativity Performances 2pm & 5.30pm 

Christmas Fayre 3-5pm 

Christmas Parties – Early Years/KS1 - A.M. 

                               KS2 - P.M. 

Father Christmas visit 

Chartwells Christmas Dinner 

School closes at 3:00pm for Christmas holidays 

School reopens at 8:45am for Spring term 

School closes at 3:00pm for half term 

Staff Development Day–school closed to children 

School reopens at 8:45am for Spring term  

 

                   

                                               

Please share our event with 

your families & friends! 

   

Thursday 11th & Friday 12th 

December – please send in 

your delicious donations of 

cakes & bakes for sale at the 

Fayre 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   Help & Information 

 

 

       

 



 

Family Help, Information & Activities 

 

       

Bringing Baby Home will start on Monday 19th January at 8pm 

  

An evidenced based course to support parents relationships with a new baby or children up to 3 years. For 

all parents with a first or subsequent baby. 

Informal, informative and gives couples a chance to protect and strengthen their bond during this time of 

change. 

 To book email Katie at: lovemattersiow@gmail.com 

 Making Relationships Work start on Thursday 22nd January at 8pm 

Webinars for parents who want to renew & strengthen their relationship 

"How can we reconnect emotionally after years of focusing on the kids?" 

"How do we handle feelings of resentment or frustration that may have built up over time?" 

"How do we maintain meaningful conversations that don't revolve around parenting?" 

"Can we really keep the spark alive without feeling guilty for taking time away from the kids?" 

Parents can come to one or all, to book email: lovemattersiow@gmail.com 

Session 1: What makes relationships last? 

Session 2:Renewing Your Friendship 

Session 3: How conflict can be a place of connection 

Session 4: Sharing your hopes & dreams for the future 

 

Home-Start is taking part in the Big Give Christmas Challenge again this year. 

That means that from 2–9 December, The Big Give will double every donation to Home-Start IOW, so £5 

becomes £10 and goes even further to support families across the Island. 

 

Your gift helps our volunteers be there each week, offering practical help, a listening ear, and the steady 

support families need to find their feet again. 

If you would like to help Home-Start this Christmas here is the link.       biggive.org 

The donate button will appear on the page from 2nd December.   

 

mailto:lovemattersiow@gmail.com
mailto:lovemattersiow@gmail.com
https://uk01.l.antigena.com/l/5UoAwbvmLLF7uVpWqF4SCTZOAjQUeXB-SH5tvbQiwT~xzus38a4mJ7uTY7CElo4aRBrd2RE59Q9g2u9BBFTt_Km4kCwDX4H7RgztqJ6bdtYOF5OI_djFoOLqepis5qtANR6_swYNZSmnqXAKOrnRZmtbijRdJRJGuAKnfunnZlBUUYJWp3xOgLox1Px


 

             Headteacher’s Update 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 We have had another very good week. On Tuesday, we had a visit from our school improvement 
officer who appeared happy with the school. She commended the attitude and behaviour of the 
children. Thanks to the volunteers (both adults and children) who met with her to discuss a range 
of different topics. 

The visit also included class drop ins and I witnessed some good quality maths work with the 
children working hard and all very engaged. Thank you everyone. 

Also in class, I have noticed excellent English lessons, great artwork, amazing continuous 
provision, information-gathering computing lessons and much more. 

I have had quite a few children knocking on my door this week to share examples of their great 
work – especially maths and writing. 

Thank you Tommy, Nancy, Franklin, Jessica, Sam, Albie, Ruby, Arlo, Ria, Barnaby, Abbie, Micah, 
Clara and Cai-Wyn. Apologies if I have missed anyone. 

I should also commend Betty on her quoits prowess. 

Mufti Day was a success with lots of chocolate provided for the tombola next week. This stall 
usually runs out of chocolate so I am pleased there are good quantities. Mrs Hall will be busy at 
home adding the raffle tickets. 

Our small choir visiting the Elms Nursing Home in Bembridge on Thursday to entertain the 
residents. They were delighted to welcome our singers. Hopefully, numbers will grow in the future 
as I know there any many good singers and performers who would make excellent additions. I 
understand we have been welcomed back for two events in 2026! 

Thank you Mrs Pierrepoint, Mrs Ferrier and choir. 

In the foyer, we now have a new welcome map. Miss Gorman has spent many hours creating a 
marvellous patchwork map that looks amazing in my opinion. 

I’m sure you will agree when you see in for yourself. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance at St Helens is generally very good for the majority of children. In fact nearly 60 
children had 100% during the month of November which great to see. 

As the colder months approach, we can expect to see increases in common airborne viruses. 
Illness is the biggest single reason for school absence; while some absences due to illness are 
unavoidable, many can be reduced through simple, proactive measures that minimise the risk. 
The NHS provides clear guidance on when children are well enough to attend school. Most mild 
illnesses — such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough — do not require time off school, 
unless a child has a temperature. 
Vaccinations are a key line of defence against flu and other preventable illnesses. When children 
and young people receive all the recommended vaccines in the national immunisation programme, 
it helps protect their health and support the wellbeing of the whole school community.  

The report also highlights the importance of hand hygiene as this is one of the most effective 
ways to prevent the spread of germs, particularly those that cause diarrhoea or vomiting.  

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


  The Merry and Bright club finished this week. However on  Friday evening, the children will 

relocate to Ryde to take part in the festivities between 1700 - 2000. 

Merry and Bright Festival of Light 2025 Programme 

Merry and Bright is our annual winter event in funded by Arts Council England and in 

partnership with local community artists and organisations, Ryde Town Council. Audiences 

are invited to visit Ryde after dusk to discover fantastic lantern creations and pop-up 

entertainment on a walking circuit of about one mile around the town. 

See the link below to find out about the wet weather update 

https://newcarnival.co.uk/annual-events/merry-bright-festival-of-light/ 

 

Also on Friday is the indoor athletics festival for our region. I will look forward to hearing about the 

event on Monday and will feedback accordingly. Good luck everyone. 

Next week will be very busy I’m sure. Standout events include the Key Stage One and Early Years 

Nativity and the Christmas Fayre. I hope to see lots of visitors at both events.  

Have a delightful weekend 

 

Mr Wake 

 

St Helens Primary in the community 

On Thursday, music club visited “The Elms” nursing home to sing to the residents.  They sang a 

range of Christmas songs and played Christmas tune on the handbells.  The residents were 

delighted and the children had a great time and were wonderful role models for the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://newcarnival.co.uk/annual-events/merry-bright-festival-of-light/


 

 

 

This Week’s Class Updates 

 

 Explorers 

   
The nativity play is coming along so well, we can't wait to show you all next week.  It was lovely to 
see some parents in to help us make Christmas decorations for the classroom and for the children 
to show you around their classroom.  We had fun celebrating Andreas's birthday and having a 
cake to take home too.  Thank you Andreas! 
We have carried on learning our sounds this week; /b/, /f/, /l/ and /ff/.  We have had a focus on 
shapes again, using some outside equipment (in between the heavy downpours) to find shapes in 
our environment and some inside activities, like making pictures with some mosaic tiles and 
matching two halves together to make a whole shape to post to Santa in our Grotto in the 
classroom.  
We have thought about which foods we can eat lots of (like fruit and vegetables) and those foods 
we should have less of (for example sweets, chocolate and fizzy drinks)  The children did well 
sorting the foods into two groups.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Adventurers 

 

  What a busy week it’s been in Adventurers. Again! 

 
In English we finished our letters to Santa and then moved on to sentence structure work based 
on Stick Man.  
 
In maths we finished our work on fractions by looking at finding fractions on an amount using 
equal groupings. Now we are well underway with our work on 2D shapes and their properties.  
 
The afternoon has been filled with Nativity rehearsal in preparation for next weeks performances. I 
hope you all have your tickets.  
 
Have a good weekend 
 

    

                         

 Discoverers 

This week has been very wet and windy. But the kids have been on top form.  
 
In English- we’ve been looking at factual report writing, with the class focusing on the Egyptians 
once more. We’ve been compiling facts about Gods & Goddesses, Mummification and all sorts of 
weird and wacky in between. We’ve also looked at what makes a statement and how to extend our 
sentences with coordinating conjunctions.  
 
In maths- we’ve been focusing on formal written methods for addition and subtraction. Most of the 
class tackled the column method for addition (with numbers up to 4 by 4 digit AND crossing the 
100’s and 10’s barriers). They’ve also explored the use of Frog to count the difference between 
numbers for subtraction.  
 
In art- the children have been adding dark shadow pyramids to their watercolour Egyptian scenes 
and starting to focus on Picasso for an art study on faces and masks. With the aim of making their 
own Tutankhamun death masks! (We still are a few jars/pringles tins to make our canopic jars).  
 
In computing- the children have been focusing on publishing their facts gathered in English and 
history as part of their report writing.  
 
Tonight is Merry & Bright and we’re very excited regardless of the wind! There’s still plenty to do 
and the kids have worked so hard on their lanterns.  
 
Have a fab weekend!  

 



       

     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pioneers    

 

News Letter For Pioneers  

 

This week in History we have been labeling different landmarks in our atlas. We 

have also been writing up our persuasive letter for a character in our story. We 

have been learning about short division and solving problems.In Guided Reading 

year 5s have been learning about Unsain Lighting Bolt and year 6s have been 

learning about football and rugby championships. This week in Science we have 

been working in groups to make an electric circuit and to fill out a form to 

explain why it worked or didn't work. 
 

By Lottie and Ria! 
 

 

 

 

Textile Bank 

Don’t forget that we have a textile bank where you can donate unwanted 

clothes, belts, paired shoes, bags, hats, (in a tied bag). The donated 

items will be collected and weighed fortnightly and the school will 

receive 20p per kilo towards our funds. Donated items (bagged please) 

should be left near to the front entrance of the school. Please let the 

office know you have left items! 

Please do not donate duvets, pillows, cushions, household textiles, 

soiled rags, curtains, blankets as the recycling company will deduct the 

cost of disposing of these items from our overall total raised. 
  

 

 

 

For the latest school updates & information 

remember to look at the school website 

www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk 

 

http://www.sthelenspri.iow.sch.uk/

